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Dorches ter  V i I lage  or  Punkapoag Beforc  L725

r t  has  become crear  tha t  the  area  in  wh ich  Dav id  T i lden

rece ived h is  deed fo r  t rven ty  acres  in  i lZS had been se t t led  pr io r

t o  t h a t  t i n e .  r n  1 6 5 6 ,  a  m i s s i o n a r y ,  J o h n  E l i o t ,  c a m e  t o  p r e a c h  t o
t h e  I n d i a n s ,  e s t a b l i s h i n g  L h e i r  P u n k a p o a g  P l a n t a t i o n  o f  6 0 0 0  a c r e s

in '165{ .  The cedar  swamps about  Punkapoag were  a  source  fo r  lumber

fo r  the  uew vrh i te  se t t le rs  as  we l l  as  the  Ind ians  rvho by  1688 .

accord ing  to  Gook in  " .  .  .  ge t  many a .  pound by  cu t t ing  and prepar ing

cedar  sh ing les  and c lapboar :ds ,  wh ich  thcy  se l l  a t  Bos ton  and o1 :her

Eng l ish  to rnrns  ac l j  acent .  , '

By  the  t ime o f  the  lay ing  ou t  o f  the  twe lve  d iv is ions  o f  land
in  the  new gran t  in  1698,  the  l . l i ss ion  a t  punkapoag had becone a

s m a l 1  v i 1 1 a g c ,  a P L ) a l ' c n t I y  - l o c . r t e d  n e a r  L h e  i n t e r s e c L i o n  o f  p i e a s a n t

and f iash ing ton  St ree t -s ,  more  recent ly  knorvn  as  Canton  Corner .

B y  L 7 0 4 ,  t h e  r n d i a n s  v l e r e  g r a n t i n g  l e a s e s  t o  E n g l i s h  s e t t l e r s ,

arTlol ' rg them John lVentr. , , -orth,  a neighbor of David Ti Iden. The smal l

se t t le rnent  o f  Punkapoag \ ,vas  becoming knorv 'n  as  Dorches ter  r / i1 lage

b y  L 7 2 5  ( s c e  m a p )  w h e n  D a v i d  T . i l d e n ,  I l u s b a n r l m a n ,  " . . . o u t d o n e  o f

t h e  l i n g r i s h  T e n a n t s  o f  L e s s e e s . . . " ,  f o r  b 5  I 5 s ,  r e c e i v e d  h i s  d e e d

f rom Amos Ahauton ,  Thomas Ahauton ,  S imon George,  Heze l l iah  Squamaog

a n d  G e o r g e  I I u n t e r ,  a I l  r E s i c l e n t  i n  P u n ) ' . a p o a g r  d D  I n d i a n  p l a n t a t i o n

for  "  .  .  .  € r  cer ta in  message or  Tenement  r r i th  the  lands  t l rc re+-o  be long ing"
( S e e  d e e d ,  A p p e n d i x ) .

f t  i . s  c l e a r  f r o m  t h e  e v i C e n c e  t h a t  D a r r i d  T i l d e n r s  d e e d  i n c l u d e d

a bu iJ -d ing  v rh . i c i r  ex is ted  a t  the  t ime he  took  t i t le  to  the  proper t l , .

Not  oury  does  t l :e  te rm messuage or  tenement  i r , rp ly  an  ex is t ing

s t r u c t u r e  " . . . i n  h i s  p o s s q s s i o n  n o w  b e i n g . . . " 7  b u t  t h e  o r i g i n a l

s u r v e y  p l a t  o f  ] - 7 2 5  a c t u a l l y - d e l i n e a t e s  a  s m a 1 l  h o u s e  n e a r  t h e

s i t e  o f  t h e  e x i s t i n g  b u i l < l i n g .  ( s e e  i l l u s t r a t i o n ) .  T h i s  i n d e e d  p r o v e s

t l r e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  a  h o u s e  o n  t h e  p r o p e r t y  p r i o r  t o  L 7 2 5 .  I n l h e t h c r

J a b e z  S e a r l e ,  r v h o  r e c e i v e d  a  g r a n t  f r o m  h i s  f a t h e r  R o b e r t  i n  1 7 1 0
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and repor tedry occupied the proper ty  cur ing the lay ing out  o f
P reasan t  s t ree t  i n  I ?23 ,  e recLed  i l r e  house  i s  no t  ce r ta in .  He
was admit ted to  the F i rs t  Church of  Dorchester  in  1707,  the year  of
the set t ing up of  the Meet inghouse at  punkapoag when i t  was set
of f  as a separate prec inct ,  and thus appears ear l ier  in  the records
than Tj - lden who seem not  to  appear  unt i f  1725.

At  any rate,  th is  ear l ier  s t ructure,  undoubtedly  in  ex is tence
pr ior  to  1725,  is  most  l ike ly  the present  k i tchen or  rear  leanto
port iori  of the house which exhibits construction features more
character is t ic  o f  the seventeenth than the l8 th century in  iLs o-arge
crudely  chamfered st ructura l  mernbers.  The surv iv ing por t ions of  th is
house inc l i ia te  that  i t  has been cut  down both in  he ight  and
breadth,  and i t  may poss ib ly  have been moved f rom a ncarby 1ocat ion
up against  the rear  of  the main house somet ime in  the la te l8 th or
ear ly  19th century s ince the leanto roof  seems to date f rom the
I a t t e r  p e r i o d .  ( s e e  i l l u s t r a t i o n s ) .  

t

T i l den  I i ouse  -  \ 725 -L773

The main port ion of t l ie house as we know it today was very
l i ke1y  bu i l t  abou t  t he  t i r ne  o f  Dav id  T i l den rs  rece ip t  o f  t i t l e
to  the  p rope r t y  i n  172s .  Th i s  home cons i s t s  o f  t he  t r vo  eas t
rooms in  the two story  f ront  por t ion of  the house.  The heav} , ,
exposed framing members with the beaded edges of the sununers and
g i r t s  a re  ve ry  cha rac te r i s t i c  o f  t he  f i r s t  qua r te r  o f  t he  e igh teen th
century.  The west  end of  the house or ig ina l ry  consis ted of  a
one-story leanto room probabry added very ear ly  in  the century i f
no t  pa r t  c f  t he  o r i g ina l  cons t ruc t i on .

rn  r7  45 ,  P leasan t  s t ree t  was  ra id  ou t  by  the  se lec tmen  o f
sbough ton ,  and  by  L747 ,  when  the  "20  Ac res  ' , t ogeLher  w i th  hous ing
and  bu i l d ing  the reon . . . "  \ r as  so ld  by  Dav id  T i l c l en ,  s r .  t o  h i s  son
Dav id  T i l den ,  J r .1  co rdwa ihe r ,  f o r  L150 ,  t he  house  p robab ly  appeared
as i t  does in  the . "conjectura l  E ighteenth century Appearance ' ,
i l l us t ra t i on  i nc luc led  he re .  r t  t hen  undob ted ry  cons i s ted  o f  a
"ha11"  w i th  "ha l I  cha rnbe r "  above ,  and  an  ad jo in ing  } : i t chen  i n  the
leanto.  T i ' re  ear l ier  "Tenants House"  probably  s tood nearby at  least



un t i l  t he  then  27  Ac re  p rope r t y  v ras  so ld  by  Dav id  T i l den ,  J r .

Cord rva ine r ,  t o  ' . f heo1>h i l us  Lyon ,  Fa rmer ,  i n  L773  fo r  L200 .  I n

add i t i on  to  thc  bas i c  s t ruc tu re  o f  t he  bu i l d ing ,  t he  ca r l y  f ea t i re r

cdge  she . r th ing  o f  t he  o lde r  po r t i on  o f  t he  house ,  t he  d im inu t . i ve

winc iow f rame at  the rear ,  the at t ic  window wi th  i ts  smal l  6  inch

by  B  i nch  panes  and ' the  l a rge  fou r  f oo t ' by  e igh t  f oo t  shea thed

f i rep lace opening of  the f ront  room of  the la ter  house,  as vre l l  as

rernants of  bat ten doors wi th  s t rap h inge shadols  throughout  the house

are  ev i r f ence  o f  t he  T i l den ' s  occupancy  o f  t he  house .  A t  t h i s  pe r iod ,

the house \ . , 'as apparent ly  sheathed wi th  wide (10"  to  weather)

wcather  boards r  ds ind icated by those v is ib le  under  the rear

roo f  on  the 'back  o f  t he  f ron t  l ean to  k i t chen .  The  ex i s tence

these rouuthetboards a lso seems to prove the ear l ier  por t ion

the house to have l>een moved up against  the f ront  por t ion at

l a t e r  d a t e .

Lyon fs  Fa rm,  Tannery  L773-L786  t

When Capta in Theophi lus Lyon (a so ld ier  o f  the Revolut ion,  see

Appendix)  purchased the proper ty  f rom David T i lden and h is  rv i fe

F .ache l  i n  1773 ,  he  apparen t l y  se t  h imse l f  up  i n  t he  tannery  bus iness .

Acco rd ing  to  Hun toon :  " . . . I r r  o1d  t imes  these  were  sma l l  t anya rds

in the country  towns to  rvh ich neighbors carr ied the i r  h ides to  be

so ld  o r  be  cu red .  Theoph i l us  Lyon  was  the  owner  o f  one  j us t  be low

the daivn on Pleasant  St reet ,  where Pequi t  Brook leaves the

i?c : ;e rvo i r  Pond .  A  c . i t i zen  , reco rds  i n  L777 ,  rLyon  has  ny  ho rse

h ic le ' ;  i n  L782  rCar ry  Lyon  f i ve  l oads  o f  ba r l : .  " '

By  1786 ,  t he  tannery  had  expanded  to  the  po in t  t ha t  Theoph i l us

Ly6 r l ,  novJ  "gen t l eman" ,  so ld  to  George  Cros rnan ,  J r .  one  ha l f  o f  h i s

tar ryard o i  \  Acre inc lud ing a l l  the bui ld ings on same;  b-ar ]<

i rcuse,  h 'a ter  p i t  anC d i tch,  bounded by the country  road,  Pequi t

Brook,  d i tch,  and the lane f rom Lyon's  house to  the country  road,

a l l  f o r  L45 .  ,  ( see  Append ix ) .  Th i s  pa r tne rsh ip  i n  t he  Lyon -Crosman

tanyard apparentJ-y  cont inued unt i l  the house vJas so ld to  Zachar iah

Honard ,  new m in i s te r  o f  t he  F i r s t  Congrega t i ona l  Church ,  i n  L7B '7 . '

Changes reade to the house pr ior  to  th is  t ime probably  were l imi ted
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t o  i r n l> rove r ren ts  i n  Lhe  i n te r i o r  f i n i sh  i nc lud ing  the  i n t roduc t i on
of  the four  pancr  doors and panel rcd ch imney p iece of  the
second  f l oo r  eas t  room as  we l l  as  poss ib le  en la rgemen ts  o r  o the r
changes r i rade in  t , r indow openings.

T h e  P r i e s t  H o w a r d  F a r m  I 7 B 6 - 1 8 5 6

I^ Ihen Capta in T i ieophi lus Lyon granted h is  farm to Zachar iah
I l o ' ; ' r a rd ,  " c le rk " ,  t he  p rope r t y  cons i s ted  o f  2z  Ac res  ' , . . .w i th  a
Dwer l i ng  House  and  Barn  and  o the r  bu i l d ings  s tand ing  the reon . . .
i nc l -ud i r i g  one  ha l f  o f  t he  Tan  Yard ,  Tan  House ,  and  Appur tenances . . . ' ,
The other  ha l f  o f  the tanyard rvas reserved for  the use of  Georget
Crosman rvho st i l l  was present  in  the area as noted on the 1-794
rnap  o f  s tgu {h ton .  ( see  r r rus t raL ion ) ,  Based  on  ou r  kno rv ledge
o f  t he  house  and  i t s  ou tbu i l< l i ngs ,  and  us ing  deed  su rveys  and
dcscr ip t ions r  v le  have arr ived at  a  conjectura l  p lan of  the farm
as  i t  may  have  appeared  c .  1800 ,  be fo re  thg  dea th  o f  Reve rend
I{o lard in  I8O9 rvhen the farm v las purchased by l lev.  l { r .  I f i l l iam
P. i t ch ie ,  h i s  successo r ,  who  e rec ted  and  r i ved  i n  the  p resen t
Diaper t" lansion. Some improvement seems to have been made to the
i rouse betr r 'een the per iod of  IZB?-1809 when occupied by Reverend
I io t^rard,  and l :e  may have been the one rvho moved t l re  o lder  s t ructure
up  aga ins t  t he  ma in  f ron t  o f  t he  house ,  sac r i f i c i ng  the  ea r l i e r
po r t i on rs  upper  f l oo r  t o  the  l ean to  roo f  s lope .  The  ea r l y ,  bu t
large r ' r indow f rames in  the f i rs t  f toor  r . rest  room r . r i th  the s ix
ove r  s - i x  s ; r sh  and  B  i nch  

tby  
10  . i nch  panes  rnay  a l so  be  cha rac te r i s t i c

o f  t h i s  pe r iod  a t  t he  tu rn  o f  t he  cen tu r l r  when  p leasan t  S t ree t ,
accord ing to  l luntoon,  was l<nown as t 'Ragged Ro\ , r , , .

Af tcr  the death of  Reverend l lo tva: :d ,  h is  rv i fe ,  l l rs .  l lar tha

Craf ts  l lo lard cont inued to l ive in  the T i lden House under i  a  succession
of  o t r r 'ners.  The house is  ind icated as " l " l .  Howard"  on 'Hodges

l ' .a .p of  1831,  (see r l lust rat ions)  and again as " l ' I rs .  Holard"  on
" l t ' . l ) - I . ing 's  t tap of  1855r  so that  she undoubtedly  reta ined tenancy
wh i l e  owners  R i t ch ie  1809-1822 t  Rev .  Ben jamin  l t un toon ,  rB2z -3L ,

anc  E l i j ah  Crane ,  rB31-43 ,  l i ved  i n  t he  ma in  (D raper )  mans ion
rn 1855,  rvh i le  Thonras w.  ward occupied the proper ty ,  l l rs .  I loward
passed away,  but  considerable improvement  had apparent ly  been made

*.



t o  t he  i )ouse  du r ing  he r  l i f e t ime .

I t  rvas probably  dur ing the I loward 's  per iod of  occupancy that

the house gained much of  i ts  present  appearance.  Upon the addi t ion

o f  t he  o ld  po r t i on  o f  t he  house  to  the  rea r ,  t he  sh ing les  and

clapboards we ] lnow today probably  predominated.  Windows were

very t ike ly  en larged and added.  t tost  s ign i f icant ,  however ,  were

changes in  the f i rep laces,  ch imney,  and sta i rs .  The f ront  leanto

k i tchen rvas apparent ly  changed to a par lor  upon addi t ion of  the

rear  por t ion of  the house when that  became the k i tchen.  The

federa l  s ty le  mante l  o f  the west  f ront  room is  cons:-s tent  wi th  I

t h i s  c ,  1800-1825  da te .  A l so ,  poss ib l y  a t  t h i s  t . ime ,  t he  s ta i r s

were in i t i ,a l ly  rebui l t ,  and Mrs.  Hovlard,  accord ing to  Huntoon

( w h o  v i s i t e d  h e r  t h e r e  i n  h e r  l a t e r  y e a r s )  " . , . h a d  a  s m a l l  s t a i r

case made in  order  that  her  favor i te  cats  might  have access at

a l l  t imes to  the upper  s tory  of  her  house."  Later  on,  poss ib ly

upon the purchase of  the proper ty  by Thomas W. Ward,  in  the l is t

t en  yea rs  be fo re  he r  dea th  a t  t he  age  o f  95  i n  1856 ,  t he  o ld

chimney was torn out and a nerv on'e inserted. The new chirnney

served stoves in  the f ront  roomsl  and,  perhaps in  concession to

an aged tenant ,  a  br ick beehive oven was constructed adjacent  to

a smal l  f i rep lace or  range in  the rear  k i tchen.  The k i tchen,  except

for the oven detai ls may have appeared very much l ike the one

i l l us t ra ted  i n  t he  Bos to l  C t t y  D i rec to ry  o f  I 853 .  ( see  I l l us t ra t i ons )

T h e  R e d  H o u s e  1 8 5 6 - 1 9 7 0 r s

The "Red House"  was apparent ly  pa inted that  co lor  re la t ive ly

recent ly  in  i ts  long h iStory,  the ear ly  l8 th century rveatherboards

hav ing  been  unpa in ted ,  and  the  l a te r  sh ing les ,  c lapboards ,  and

tr im being whi te  before they were red.  This  co lor  probably

appeared af ter  the Howardrs per iod of  occupancy when Greek Reviva l

Vlhite would probably have predominated. The property surrounding

the house was considerably inproved under the ownership of Thomas

I{ard,  an ardent  hor t icu l tura l is t  who p lanted many of  the t rees,

g rapes ,  sh rubbery ,  e t c .  du r ing  h i s  l i f e t ime .  The  1876  map  o f

Can ton  Corne r  i nd i ca tes  the  "Red  House"  as  "Gardner " .  I t  was

improved outwardly over the years betr^reen 1856 and L970 with the

*,



cx tens ion  o f  a  bed room ove r  t he  pa r lo r  r vhe re  on l y  a  l ean to  a t t i c

l rad  been  be fo re ,  and  the  add i t i on  o f  a  s rna l l  r oom a t  t he  wes t

e n d  o f  t h e  h o u s e .  ( s e e  I l l u s t r a t i o n s ) .  A 1 s o ,  i n  t h e  i n t e r v e n i n g

years ,  a  po rch  has  been  added  and  s ince  d i sappeared .  On  the  i n te r i o r ,

changes to  the bedroom and bathroom at  the rear  of  the house,  as

wel l  as the addi t ion of  p lumbing and e lect r ic i ty  made the house r r rore

l i ab i t ab le  by  today rs  s tandards .

l ' los t  o f  the recent  changes occurred af ter  the purchase of

the Bstate by the Char les N.  Draper  fami ty  f rom Col .  I {enry L.

I t i gg inson  (who  owned  the  house  i n  1893 ,  acco rd ing  to  Hun toon ) .  ,  The

Drapers  l i ved  i n  t he  ma in  house ,  and  l i ke  Co I .  I l i gg inson  used  the
"Red  l l ouse ' r  f o r  t he i r  ga rdener t s  res idence .  The  o ld  T i l den  l l ouse

cont inuea i "  th is  use,  and many of  the above inprovenents \ rere

made under  the tenancy of  the l tar ry  M.  Alexander  fami ly  who noved
in  i n  J -923 .  I t  i s  t h rough  the  ass i s tance  o f  Mr .  Char les  A lexander

that  r ;e  have inc luded suc i r  features as the t r . ro  s tory ,  f i f ty  foot

Iong  ba rn  r v i t h  l ean to ,  p r iW,  e t c .  on  ou r  con jec tu ra l  v i e rv  o f  t he
" P r i e s t  H o l a r d  F a r m  o f  c .  1 8 0 0 .  ( s e e  I l l u s t r a t i o n s ) .  T h u s ,  r v i t h

t i r e  i ns ta l l a t i on  o f  a  fu1 l  f ounda t ion  under  the  House  i n  the  1950 ' s ,

the preservat ion of  the s t ructure hras secured,  and rv i th  the current

res to ra t i on  p ro jec t  underv ray ,  i t  i s  hoped  tha t  T i l den rs  "L i t t l e

Red  House"  w i l l  be  p rese rved  as  a  memor ia l  t o  a t l  i t s  f o r rne r

occupan ts  and  the  ea r l y  se t t l e rs  o f  Can ton .

b y : F r e d e r i c  C .  D e t w i l l e r
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