Applicant: Playground & Recreation Commission

TILDEN & DEVOLL PLAYGROUNDS
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Playground
structures at
Tilden (left) and
Devoll (right) are
nearly twenty
years old.

Project Description:
The number and variety of community playgrounds throughout the Town of Canton
provide local families with a wide array of options at which to congregate and
recreate. Unfortunately, many of the structures at our municipal playgrounds –
having been in use for nearly two decades – are showing their age. Slides are
cracked (and in some instances completely missing!), stairs and posts are corroding
and swing hangers and chain sets are covered in rust. In response to inquiries from
playground users concerned about the safety of the aging structures, the Canton
Playground and Recreation Commission formed a Playground Task Force in 2016.
With input from this group and feedback from an online survey, Devoll and Tilden
playgrounds were identified as the highest priority areas for improvement. The
Recreation Department researched several qualified playground equipment vendors
and received estimates for multiple playground configurations capable of serving a
wide range of ages and abilities. They achieved cost savings by utilizing DPW and
Recreation Department to remove existing structures and to conduct preliminary site
work (pricing structures and warranty issues preclude the use of town personnel for
playground installation). Based on this thorough analysis the Playground and
Recreation Commission submitted CPA-eligible funding requests totaling $401,300
(figure excludes surveillance equipment included in the original request).
Town Meeting attendees may recall that CPA funds were awarded to the Canton
Recreation Department (in May of 2016) for conducting a Needs Assessment and
Master Plan for Outdoor Recreational Facilities. This plan will review Canton’s fields
and playgrounds and prioritize facility improvement projects; and upon completion,
will be a valuable tool for prioritizing and recreational infrastructure projects.
However, the Playground and Recreation Commission, the Board of Selectmen and
the Community Preservation Committee agree that work on Tilden and Devoll
playgrounds cannot wait for that report to be completed. Accordingly, the CCPC
voted to recommend full funding for both playgrounds in the amount of $401,300.

