Recommendations of the Finance Committee
to the Voters of Canton, Massachusetts

2019
TOWN OF CANTON

ANNUAL TOWN MEETING
MONDAY, MAY 13, 2019 at 7:00 p.m.
Morse Auditorium
Canton High School
900 Washington Street, Canton
Study this report and come to Annual Town Meeting.
Bring this report with you.

$113 million will be appropriated by
Canton Town Meeting Voters for
Next Year’s expenditures.
Reminder: The deadline for dog
registrations is May 31, 2019.

__________________________________________

YOUR VOTE at Town Meeting is important
because it establishes the priorities for our schools,
public works, public safety, town government and
future direction for our environment.
The Town, upon request, will endeavor, to the
greatest extent possible, to make available any
and all visual and audio devices and assistance for
the disabled. For more information, please call
781-821-5000.

Informational meetings regarding the Bolivar Pool project
are scheduled for Thursday, April 25 & Monday, April 29 at 7:00 p.m.
at the Canton Public Library.
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Finance Committee Report
Fiscal Year 2020 Proposed Budget and Overview
In Article 46 (the “budget Article”) combined with Articles 5 and 23, the Finance
Committee is recommending a Fiscal Year 2020 (FY20) operating budget of $95.9
million. The FY20 budget proposed by the Finance Committee continues Canton’s
sound fiscal management that has put us in a position to enhance services.
2019 Residential Tax Rate: $12.40 Per Thousand
•
•
•

•

$5.59 School Operating and Capital
$2.85 Municipal Operating and Capital
$3.84 Fixed Costs
$0.12 State & County Charges

The $95.9 million FY20 budget recommended by the Finance Committee in this
year’s warrant is expected to increase our current level of services, fund
contractual increases to our public employees,
Finance Committee Budget
and address rising special education costs.
Recommendations
The recommended operating budget represents a
•
$3.4 Million Increase in Operating
4.0% increase over the FY19 budget approved at
Budgets, which includes:
•
$0.9 Million Increase in Fixed Costs
the 2018 Annual Town Meeting (ATM). This
•
$0.8 Million Municipal Budget
includes a 4.1% increase in the School Operating
Increase
Budget, a 4.3% increase to the Municipal
• $1.7 Million School Budget
Operating Budget (which includes $150,000 from
Increase
the Ambulance Fund to pay for contract costs
and a garage lease) and a 3.2% increase in fixed
costs. Overall, the Finance Committee recommends that the School Department
receive an additional $303,003 and the Municipal Operating Budget an additional
$421,599 to enhance services beyond a level service budget.
Each year, the Town’s Revenue Committee meets in late January or early February,
after the release of the Governor’s state budget, to forecast the expected Town
revenues for the next fiscal year, including revenues from property taxes, state aid,
motor vehicle excise taxes, fees, and other income. By intention, the Revenue
Committee forecasts predicted income conservatively, to maximize the likelihood that
actual revenue won’t fall short of the budget prediction. The Finance Committee uses
this revenue forecast, as well as information on fixed costs (such as health insurance
and pensions) that must be paid each year out of the expected revenue, to assist it in
setting targets for the Municipal Operating Budget and School Operating Budgets.
The Municipal and School Operating Budgets are aligned with the targets set by the
Finance Committee, based on the Revenue Committee forecast of $21,777,124 for
Municipal Departments and $44,114,362 for the School Department.
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The FY20 budget recommended by the Finance Committee assumes that property
taxes will be increased close to the maximum allowed under Proposition 2 ½, and that
revenue will be supplemented with an increase in local receipts (including the motor
vehicle excise tax) and new growth. A confounder is that at this time of year, the final
state aid numbers (e.g., Chapter 70 (education) and Chapter 90 (roads)) have yet to be
set by the legislature. At the time of this writing, we have received the Governor’s
budget for review, but the House Ways and Means Committee has not released its draft
of the budget.
As the economy continues to recover, the Finance Committee continues to be careful
not to increase the budget too rapidly. Many of our expenses, such as public employee
salaries and health care will continue to rise at a rate greater than 2.5%. Increasing
spending beyond the recommended levels this year risks budget cuts in FY21 or
beyond.
The Water Enterprise Fund operating budget increased 5.8% due to higher MWRA
charges from the Town using more water supplied by the MWRA in 2018. The
recommended budget for the Sewer Enterprise Fund was increased 1.3% due to
increased charges by the MWRA, offset by reduced debt service costs.
The recommended budget for the Rink Enterprise Fund has been set at $70,000,
reflecting that the Finance Committee does not expect the rink to be operational during
FY20, but expects the renovation of the rink to be completed prior to June 30, 2020.
Standard & Poor’s, in a recent report 1, assigned its AAA long-term rating to the
2019 Canton general obligation (GO) municipal purpose bonds and affirmed the
same rating on Canton’s GO bonds outstanding, reflecting the Town’s sound
fiscal policies. This is the highest bond rating afforded to municipalities in the United
States, given only to towns that consistently demonstrate sound fiscal policies. This
rating allows the Town to borrow money for capital projects at the lowest available
interest rates.
The voters should read the Finance Committee discussions on each article and note
that a vote to "postpone indefinitely" may have varied meanings. In some cases the
Finance Committee recommends to “postpone indefinitely” the subject matter of an
article due to the lack of available information. In other cases, the Finance Committee
weighed the information presented and a vote to "postpone indefinitely" implies that we
do not support the recommendations in the article. The discussions that follow each
motion are intended to give insight into the Committee's decisions and the
considerations inherent in each motion.

1

Standard and Poor’s Ratings Direct® report dated April 3, 2019.
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Historical Perspective on Canton's Finances
As the economy continues to improve, the Finance Committee has attempted to
balance enhancing services at a sustainable rate, continuing to address our Other Post
Employment Benefits (OPEB) liability, maintaining our infrastructure and setting aside
funds for the next rainy (snowy) day.
Fiscal Year 2018 – (7/1/17 – 6/30/18) – At the 2017 ATM voters approved an FY18
budget based on $90.8 million in forecasted revenue and $91.2 million in forecasted
expenses. The FY18 budget was amended by the 2018 ATM to increase spending from
cash reserves by another $2.3 million. Cash reserves were spent to supplement the
Snow & Ice budget ($175,000) and the Health Insurance budget ($110,000), transfer to
stabilization funds ($600,000), provide a local Chapter 90 match for streets and
sidewalks ($500,000), transfer to a special education reserve account ($600,000) and to
OPEB ($200,000), master plan update ($150,000) and other one-time projects. These
were spending decisions recommended by the Finance Committee ONLY when it
appeared likely our revenues would come in much higher than budgeted and our cash
reserves were adequate. Overall, the Town still increased its reserves in fiscal year
2018 as shown in Figure 2.
Actual revenue for FY18 was $93.3 million, approximately $2.4 million higher than
budgeted as the Town collected more local receipts and property taxes. FY18
expenses were $92.8 million, $705,000 less than budgeted.

Fiscal Year 2019 – (7/1/2018 – 6/30/2019)
At the 2018 ATM voters approved an FY19 budget based on $94.9 million in forecasted
revenue and $96.0 million in forecasted expenses. The expenses were budgeted higher
than revenue by $1.2 million by paying the following expenses from Free Cash: a
transfer to a special education reserve account ($700,000) and capital projects
($454,000). In addition, at the special town meeting in December, voters approved a
$1.5 million transfer from overlay surplus to help rebuild the Town’s ice rink.
At the time of this writing, the Town's FY19 finances appear to be more favorable than
budgeted. The current estimate of the Town's FY19 revenue is approximately $1.6
million greater than budgeted primarily because of increased motor vehicle excise taxes
and increased investment income. Overall, if these trends continue at the end of FY19,
we anticipate our cash reserves, which are Free Cash, Stabilization Fund, and the
Assessors Overlay Reserve, to be maintained above 15% of FY20’s budget, which is
the target set by the bond rating agencies.
Figure 1 provides a historical view of the expenses between the School Department, the
municipal side of government, and the fixed costs (i.e. health care, retirement, etc.).
School expenses have increased 4.4% annually since FY10 while municipal expenses
have increased 3.6% and fixed costs have increased 2.9%. In previous years, the
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Finance Committee noted that bringing health care and employee benefit costs under
control is a critical component in alleviating the Town’s financial stress. It should also
be obvious that increasing the number of Town employees has a direct impact on the
fixed cost budget. The town continues to work with our municipal and school
employees to mitigate the rising cost of healthcare, pension and OPEB costs, which
now comprises about 17% of our overall budget.
Figure 1: Historical Summary of Expenses
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$ millions
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The accelerated increases in the School Department expenses can be attributed to an
increase in special education costs and the steps, lanes and longevity increases built
into the teacher contracts. Both municipal and school employee contracts include
increases given to some employees for longevity, steps (number of years served) and
lanes (promotions or the amount of post-graduate education for teachers), even when
there is no cost of living adjustment (COLA). When there is a COLA, employees can
receive both. The School Department contracts include more steps than the municipal
contracts, and have more lanes with no restrictions on the number of employees that
can receive the promotional increases. As a result, the $761,897 in steps, lanes and
longevity inherent in school contracts for FY20 represented an average salary increase
of 2.3% compared to the $170,521 (1.2%) in steps and longevity increases provided to
municipal employees. All employees are likely to receive a COLA for FY20 as well,
although most contracts have not been finalized at the time of this writing.
Both the Municipal and School budgets contain “wild cards”, line items that cannot be
accurately predicted in advance. In the case of the Municipal budget, the amount
required for Snow and Ice is an example. For the Schools, it is the federally-mandated
costs for students with special education (SPED) needs, particularly in cases where
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those needs cannot be met within “regular education” classrooms and instead must be
out-placed. It simply is not possible to predict when such students will move into or out
of the District or when the needs of existing students will change, potentially causing
wide variances between the budget and the actual costs.

Status of the Town's Reserves
Budget variances are inevitable. The Town's reserves protect against unexpected costs
exceeding the budgets approved at ATM. The General Fund’s operating budget also
includes $700,000 ($200,000 more than customary) for the Finance Committee Reserve
account, which can cover extraordinary or unforeseen expenditures. Any remaining
balance in this fund will be transferred to Free Cash as in previous years. This year, the
largest budget overage (Water Enterprise) will be covered by a transfer from water
enterprise cash reserves (retained earnings) of $500,000 (article 9, motion 4).
The Town also maintains three sources of
"reserves" (savings accounts) that serve as Free Cash - This is a poorly named
reserve that the Town maintains for
potential sources to fund unplanned unexpected emergencies. "Free Cash"
expenses. Figure 2 shows the Town's should not be used to supplement
reserve balances including the estimated operational budgets!
balances as of June 30, 2019. Free Cash
requires a majority vote at town meeting to be appropriated. The Stabilization Fund
requires a 2/3 vote at town meeting to be appropriated. The Assessors Overlay Reserve
Fund is included in Figure 2 as a Reserve, although it is not all available for
appropriation. The Overlay Reserve is the fund used for paying tax abatements. It can
only be accessed for other purposes if an overlay surplus is declared by the Town’s
Board of Assessors, releasing money from the Overlay Reserve Fund. Accordingly, the
Town’s audited reserves are less than what is reflected in Figure 2. Currently, the
Town’s audited reserves are at approximately 17.5% of expenses.
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Figure 2: Reserve Accounts & Bond Rating Agency Expectation
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In addition to providing a source of funding for unforeseen one-time emergency
situations, the reserve funds are viewed as a collateral source when rating agencies
determine the Town's bond rating. Bond rating
Assessor’s Overlay - This account
agencies recommend a reserve of at least 15% of
sets aside funds for abatements.
expenses for AAA rated communities. Canton's
However, if the Assessors declare a
surplus, funds can be released for
prudent fiscal management has allowed the Town
appropriation by Town Meeting.
to earn the highest long-term bond rating (Standard
While we consider the entire overlay
& Poor's AAA) offered to municipalities in the
balance as a cash reserve, most of it
United States. This allows Canton to issue bonds
may be needed for future
for debt capital projects at the most favorable
abatements granted by the
interest rates.
Assessors.
There would be a substantial increase in cost to the Town if a downgrade in Canton's
bond rating were to occur. A downgrade in the Town's bond rating results in higher
interest rates for new borrowing. Each downgrade represents an increase of
approximately 25 basis points or 0.25%. Each year, ATM approves between $2.0
million and $3.0 million of additional debt for capital projects. A 0.25% increase in
interest rate equates to approximately $30,000 increase in the cost to borrow $1 million
over the life of a 20 year bond.
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The Finance Committee recommended that the Town strengthen its reserve position
during the years following the 2008 override. Figure 2 above shows that Canton’s
reserves have grown from $5.4 million at the end of FY10 to an estimated $16.5 million
at the end of FY19. Reserves were used during the economic downturn to reduce the
impacts to operating budgets as well as to cover shortfalls in the snow and ice budget.
As the economy has turned around, the Town has taken steps to grow these reserves.
The Finance Committee adopted a policy that, in a year of surplus, recommends
increasing our reserves by 1% (of expenses) per year until we reach 15% and
reinvesting additional surplus into the town in items such as needed capital projects
(such as roads and buildings) along with funding our OPEB liability. Since a surplus is
being projected for FY19, in addition to maintaining our reserves at 15.0%, the Finance
Committee recommends funds be used to address the School Department Special
Education (SPED) budget issue. The Finance Committee is recommending that
$700,000 of cash reserves be used for FY20 SPED by transferring that sum into the
special education reserve account. We look forward to the state Circuit Breaker
program providing additional funds for SPED down the road.
Aside from SPED, the Finance Committee recommends that cash reserves be used to
fund some FY19 budget issues totaling $48,809 (Article 9), $500,000 for the
Randolph/Washington Streets intersection (Article 12), fund the 4th of July Celebration
(Article 14) and $275,000 to supplement the Reservoir Pond dam repair project (Article
44), since the Town has received a settlement for that amount to replenish the cash
reserves.

Additional Fund Sources
In addition to our reserves, the Town also has several other sources of funds. These
funds may be controlled by Town Meeting, by a board or by a committee. Often, the
use of these funds is restricted by state law. In some cases, the funds can be spent for
“any lawful purpose” but the Town has earmarked them for certain expenses. Finally,
due to the timing of inflows and outflows from the fund, the balance can vary greatly
throughout the year. The table below is not an exhaustive list of funds, and generally
includes funds with more than $100,000 and does not include encumbrances.
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Name of Fund
Ambulance
Bond Issuance
Cemetery Perpetual Care
Chaisson Memorial Fund
Circuit Breaker
Conservation Land Fund
Dental Insurance Trust Fund
Health Insurance Trust Fund
Insurance Proceeds
OPEB Trust
Police Detective Bureau
Police Drug Forfeiture
School Athletics
School Donations
School Food Service
School Rentals
School Tuition
Special Education Reserve
Street & Sidewalk Improvements
Town Donations
Unemployment Claims
University Station

Controlled By
TM
Finance
TM
Library
Schools
ConCom
Finance
Finance
Various Depts.
Finance
Police Chief
Police Chief
Schools
Schools
Schools
Schools
Schools
School/BOS
BOS
BOS
HR
BOS

7/2017
$1.6M
$238K
$455K
$385K
$682K
$151K
$767K
$3.6M
$120K
$2.9M
$165K
$436K
$293K
$241K
$279K
$425K
$426K
$1.2M
$1.7M
$235K
$725K

7/2018
$1.9M
$234K
$477K
$391K
$245K
$153K
$739K
$4.6M
$118K
$4.0M
$168K
$326K
$326K
$238K
$300K
$382K
$425K
$111K
$818K
$1.8M
$260K
$914K

2/2019
$1.5M
$224K
$489K
$394K
$891K
$154K
$867K
$2.8M
$112K
$5.0M
$170K
$201K
$478K
$240K
$250K
$302K
$481K
$811K
$578K
$1.8M
$295K
$895K

Source of Funds
Ambulance receipts
Premiums received from borrowing
Payments for cemetery perpetual care
Bequest
State Reimbursements
Appropriations by town meeting
Dental insurance contributions
Health insurance contributions
Insurance reimbursements under $150,000
Appropriations by town meeting
Forfeitures
Federal drug forfeiture program
Sports fees, game receipts
Donations to school department
Receipts from school cafeterias
Rents collected from use of school facilities
Fees for pre-school & extracurricular programs
Appropriations by town meeting
Chapter 90 local match
Donations to municipal departments
Appropriations by town meeting
Mitigation payments

Use of Funds
Any lawful purpose
Reduce excluded debt service costs
Cemetery improvements
Library needs
Special Education Costs
Purchase of conservation land
Dental insurance claims & other costs
Health insurance claims & other costs
Repair/replace damaged property
OPEB costs
Police investigative work
Police investigative work
Athletic program costs
Any lawful purpose, if not specified by donor
Operate school cafeterias
School facility costs
Payment of program costs
Special Education Costs
Road & sidewalk repairs
Any lawful purpose, if not specified by donor
Unemployment claims
Defray costs associated with project

Capital Budget
The Capital Budget is used first to pay debt service on all existing debt within the tax
levy. The remaining amount is used to fund capital projects identified in the Capital
Planning Committee (CPC) 5-year plan. The Finance Committee recommends that
Canton continue its practice of funding capital expenses at 5% to 6% of revenue. To
meet this goal for FY20, one of the recommended capital projects is funded from Free
Cash ($500,000 for the Randolph/Washington Street intersection). The total Capital
Budget recommended for FY20 represent 5.2% of expected revenue. Allocating the
Town's limited revenue between the operating expenses needed to maintain our
services and the capital expenses needed to maintain our buildings and infrastructure,
is always a difficult decision. The Finance Committee believes it is important to
continue to address capital needs to maintain the town’s infrastructure.
The Finance Committee concurs with all of the recommendations made by the CPC as
presented in Article 12. The municipal requests include $750,000 in cash capital
projects and $551,000 in capital projects to be funded with debt. In addition, the CPC
recommended infrastructure capital improvement projects for the Water Enterprise Fund
and Sewer Enterprise Fund totaling $435,000, to be funded from enterprise cash
reserves. Using cash reserves instead of borrowing eliminates the interest costs the
Town would incur from borrowing. In addition, CPC is recommending that $830,000 be
borrowed for the Water Enterprise Fund to pay for design plans and specifications for
water distribution system improvements for eleven streets.
In FY20, the Schools are allocated $750,000 for cash capital projects as recommended
by the CPC. CPC is also recommending that $290,000 be borrowed for three school
capital projects.
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Article 20 asks the voters whether or not they would approve additional funds from
borrowing to replace the Bolivar pool. It is also expected that the borrowing for the pool
will require a special election to exempt this debt from Proposition 2½, tentatively
scheduled for Tuesday May 28, 2019. The Finance Committee is recommending that
$5.9 million be borrowed for the pool. For the average homeowner, the property tax
increase from paying off bonds of $5.9 million would be approximately $32 per year for
20 years. Fortunately, the current projects included in the tax rates are being paid off to
lessen the impact if the pool project is approved. The Board of Selectmen plan to hold
informational meetings regarding the pool project at the Canton Public Library on
Thursday, April 25th and Monday, April 29th at 7:00 p.m.

Community Preservation Act
We will also have the opportunity to
vote
uses
of
the
Community
Preservation Act (CPA) funds, which
are generated by a 1% surcharge on
our property tax bills, as well as with
state matching in FY20. Article 19
addresses the administrative costs as
well as nine projects brought forth by the Canton Community Preservation Committee
(CCPC). Included is a recommendation to spend $200,000 of CPA funds towards the
Bolivar pool project. Also included in the CPA article is a recommendation to allocate
$290,000 of CPA funds to pay estimated debt service in FY20 for the Paul Revere
Heritage site land acquisition. The Town will be issuing 10 year bonds for this project.
Community Preservation Act Surcharge
The CPA surcharge is calculated as 1% of
your real estate bill after an exemption amount
is applied. Abatements are available from the
Assessors for Seniors and Low Income
Households.

Contract Obligations
Canton is fortunate to have many dedicated employees that work hard to serve our
residents. The Finance Committee continues to recommend, along with the Board of
Selectman and School Committee, that these employees be compensated and receive
benefits commensurate with that offered by our benchmark towns. We also believe that
our Town employees should receive annual increases that reflect the current economic
conditions and the spending limits mandated by Proposition 2 1/2.
Canton residents should be aware that the recommended budget in this year's warrant
includes $170,521 for automatic salary increases for the municipal departments and
$761,897 for automatic salary increases for the school employees related to steps,
lanes and longevity. Additionally, there has been $308,602 set aside for municipal cost
of living adjustments (COLA) and $653,057 for School COLAs.
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On the Horizon
• Street Acceptances: At this annual town meeting there are two articles
addressing streets to be accepted as public ways. At the time this report was
being prepared, the Board of Selectmen had not voted to accept these streets so
the Finance Committee had to vote to indefinitely postpone these articles.

•

School Space Needs: The Town has appropriated funds for the School
Department to study the school building needs of the town, including an
assessment of building capacities and educational visioning for the Schools, an
evaluation of present and projected needed repairs, and an analysis of the best
solution for housing the administrative offices.

•

OPEB: Canton has made promises to its employees to not only provide
pensions upon retirement, but health, dental and life insurance. The Town only
started setting aside money for these Other Post Employment Benefits (OPEB)
at 2012’s Town Meeting with the establishment of the OPEB Trust fund. The
unfunded liability for these benefits is currently about $91 million and the Finance
Committee is recommending placing $1,030,000 million into this fund for FY20.
At this time, the state has not taken steps to address this issue. At some point in
the future, the state may change the rules around OPEB, reducing our liability,
but at the same time, requiring the Town to fully fund the liability. While putting
aside some money now will put the Town in a better financial situation than
surrounding communities, the subsequent annual cost will likely be substantial.
At the end of FY19, the OPEB trust balance is projected to be more than $5
million.

•

Storm Water Management: The Town of Canton has an investment of over
$100,000,000 in the municipal separate storm water system [MS4]. As owners
and operators of the MS4 system, the Town is subject to a five year permit that
ends in 2022. Compliance with the permit is predicated on both water quality and
hydraulic flow. The new MS4 permit is expected to require significant new
funding needs to achieve water quality stipulations. For Canton, EPA estimates
the administrative costs alone at $100,000 per year. The new MS4 permit will
require Canton to identify the means through which the storm water management
program will be funded on an adequate and sustainable basis. In the future, this
may require establishment of fees and an enterprise account.
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•

Roads: Canton has traditionally relied on Chapter 90 grants (about $800,000
per year) from the state in order to repair the Town’s road system. Unfortunately,
this funding has been insufficient and the Town’s roads have deteriorated. The
Town’s last road study suggested that $24 million was needed to bring the
Town’s roads up to a good condition. Unless there is a significant increase in
Chapter 90 funding, Canton will need to continue investing Town dollars into
maintaining the roadways by inclusion within the Town’s Capital Plan.

Please attend Town Meeting as your input and your vote are important!
Respectfully submitted,
Town of Canton Finance Committee:
Robert Barker, Chairman
Tim McKenna, Vice Chairman
Christos Arsondiadis
Dan Cole
Cynthia Holcombe
Emilio Mauro
Barbara J. Saint André
Cindy Thomas
Wai Wong
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TOWN FINANCE TERMINOLOGY
The terms below are frequently used in the annual Town report and at Town Meetings. In order to provide
everyone with a better understanding of their meanings, the following definitions are provided:
APPROPRIATE: To authorize spending. Once an appropriation for a budget or article has been made by Town
Meeting, the appropriation can only be changed by another Town Meeting. There is one exception-a transfer from
the Reserve Fund.
BONDS: The money Canton borrows to pay for capital projects such as the High School and police station.
CAPITAL EXPENSES: Expenses associated with the purchase of long term assets, or projects. Paying for these
expenses can come from either cash (Cash Capital) or from long term bonding.
CHERRY SHEET: A financial statement from the State, printed on cherry-colored paper which itemizes State
disbursements due the Town, and the State and County charge to the Town, usually resulting in a net receipt of
funds.
DEBT EXCLUSION: Taxes raised through a Prop. 2½ override to pay for capital projects such as building the high
school or library.
ENTERPRISE SURPLUS: (Retained Earnings) This fund balance represents the amount to be used, by a vote of
Town Meeting, for operating cost offsets, funding capital improvements and reimbursing the General Fund for prior
year funding.
FIXED COSTS: Costs primarily associated with employee benefits, such as health insurance and retirement costs.
FREE CASH RESERVE (UNDESIGNATED FUND BALANCE): An accumulation of surpluses left at the end of the
fiscal year. This funding is available to be allocated at Town Meeting through a simple majority vote. It is akin to a
savings account.
INDEFINITELY POSTPONE: This is the equivalent of a negative vote on an article.
FY19: July 1, 2018 through June 30, 2019
FY20: July 1, 2019 through June 30, 2020
LEVEL FUNDING: The budget amount for this year will be identical to the budget amount last year (i.e., no
additional money will be available to cover increased costs in salaries or supplies.)
LEVY LIMIT: The maximum amount of tax levy in any given year. The levy limit is based on the previous year’s
levy limit plus 2 1/2% plus new growth, and not the previous year’s actual levy.
LOCAL RECEIPTS: Money the town collects from local sources such as excise tax, licenses and permits,
investment income, and penalties
NEW GROWTH:
Additional tax revenue the Town receives from new construction, such as new homes or
additions to existing buildings.
OPEB: Other Post-Employment Benefits are benefits provided to town retirees for such things as health, dental
and life insurance. Retirees are eligible for these benefits in addition to a town pension.
OPERATIONAL OVERRIDE: An increase above the standard Prop. 2½ yearly increase in taxes. This increase is
unlike a debt exclusion override, in that it is permanent.
OVERLAY: The amount raised by the Assessors primarily for the purpose of creating a fund to cover abatements.
OVERLAY RESERVE: This is the accumulated amount of the Overlay for various years not used or required to be
held in the specific Overlay accounts for a given year. The Assessors control release of funds in the Overlay reserve
that exceed pending tax liability.
RAISE: To tax. The tax rate is set by the Assessors after the Annual Town Meeting and after receipt of the
“Cherry Sheet.”
RESERVE FUND: This fund is established by the voters at an Annual Town Meeting. Transfers from the Reserve
Fund are within the control of the Finance Committee, and are for “extraordinary and unforeseen expenditures.”
REVENUES: Amount of money the town receives to cover expenses. The majority of this money comes from
property taxes. The remainder comes from local receipts, State Aid and transfers from other funds.
STABILIZATION FUND: The fund is established by the voters for future uses. A 2/3 Town Meeting vote is
required for its use.
STATE AID: The amount of money that the state of Massachusetts gives to the Town of Canton.
STEP AND LANE INCREASES: Automatic increases in salary for town workers, negotiated in the union contracts.
STRUCTURAL DEFICIT: When Town’s recurring expenses are greater than its recurring revenues.
TAX LEVY: (LEVY): The revenue a community can raise through real estate and personal property taxes.

A GUIDE TO PARTICIPATING AT TOWN MEETING

If town meeting is to run smoothly a few simple rules must be followed…….

No person should speak unless standing at a microphone and then only after having been ‘recognized’ by the
moderator.
It is both impolite and contrary to the rules of procedure to shout out “Question”, or “Move the Question” while
seated, while someone else is speaking, or without being ‘recognized’.
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When recognized, a voter should first state his or her name and address clearly and distinctly before making any
statement.
Voters should be brief. It is a good idea to state at the outset why you have risen to speak: e.g. I rise to speak in
favor (or against) the motion to
Voters may wish to summarize at the close of their remarks: I hope the motion
now pending is (not) adopted
Rather than repeat arguments already made, consider saying: I concur with the statements made by the previous
speaker(s) and for the same reasons urge you to vote (in support of) or (against) the main motion when it is put.
A town by-law restricts any one speaker to not more than ten minutes at any one time. The patience of other
voters is often not as long.
A town by-law restricts any one speaker from speaking more than twice on the same matter except to correct an
error or a misstatement.
A person who is speaking on behalf of another (such as an attorney) is required to disclose that fact before making
any statement.
A motion to reconsider is quite technical in nature. A person who intends to move reconsideration should discuss it
in advance with the moderator. Generally the motion may be made at any time so long as a sufficient interval has
elapsed since the last vote on the matter was taken, and/or additional information has become available, so as to
give a reasonable basis to believe the meeting might vote differently. When the motion to reconsider is pending
debate is limited to why reconsideration should prevail and not to the merits of the underlying motion.
When one voter is speaking every other voter in the hall should pay attention to what is being said. No person
should interrupt a speaker unless some ‘rule’ is being violated. If a voter believes a rule is being violated they
should rise in place, wait to be recognized by the moderator (For what purpose does the lady rise?) Voter: I rise to
a point of order. Moderator: State your point of Order. Voter: …The speaker is dealing in personalities, (or) the
remarks of the speaker are not germane to the subject at hand, etc.
Rather than read every warrant article the moderator may say “The chair asks unanimous consent that the reading
of the article be waived (Pause) Seeing no objection it is so ordered.”
Voters should refrain from displaying their approval or disfavor towards a speaker by applauding or by any other
means.

NOTE TO ALL VOTERS CONCERNING
TOWN MEETING PROCEDURES
At a previous Annual Town Meeting a by-law was adopted which requires that almost all warrant articles be acted
upon in the order they are drawn by a lottery, not the order they appear in the warrant. There are certain
exceptions, however, to the lottery system. The following should help you understand how the Town Meeting
works:
Town Meeting will be opened by the Town Clerk. A Moderator will be elected (Article 1); procedures to govern Town
Meeting will be adopted (Article 2); reports of all outstanding committees will be received (Article 3); and the
consent agenda (Article 4). The consent agenda is a list of articles that appear to be non-controversial and
therefore are voted as a group. If any voter wishes to discuss any article that is listed on the consent agenda, the
voter may simply ask for a hold on that article, and the article will be deleted from the consent agenda and acted
on separately in the normal course of the meeting.
After these four articles have been acted upon, all subsequent articles, except next year’s proposed annual
operating budget, will be voted on in the order in which they are drawn by the Town Clerk. There are instances,
however, where the Moderator may declare that for some legal or technical reason a particular article or articles
must be considered in some other sequence.
The proposed annual operating budget cannot be acted upon until all matters which affect it have been acted upon,
specifically, all collective bargaining agreements, and any warrant article that calls for an expenditure. This may
mean that the proposed annual operating budget may, in fact, be the last article acted upon at the Annual Town
Meeting. It is hoped that this brief explanation will be helpful to you in understanding the lottery system under
which the Town Meeting is currently operated.
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SUMMARY OF REVENUES AND EXPENDITURES
FY 2018
ACTUAL

FY 2019
Revised Budget

FY 2020
ESTIMATE

GENERAL FUND REVENUES:
PROPERTY TAX REVENUE

73,016,569

76,454,654

79,110,045

STATE AID

8,975,111

9,151,607

9,368,213

LOCAL RECEIPTS

8,344,719

6,772,736

7,378,804

TRANSFERS FROM OTHER FUNDS

2,680,855

2,626,374

2,734,138

297,266

0

0

93,314,521

95,005,371

98,591,200

SCHOOL EXPENSES

40,221,559

42,396,405

44,114,362

MUNICIPAL EXPENSES

19,888,601

20,921,402

21,777,124

FIXED COSTS

27,903,049

28,879,843

29,966,497

88,013,208

92,197,650

95,857,983

1,974,820

2,079,000

1,500,000

600,000

0

0

SPECIAL APPROPRIATIONS

1,173,042

2,200,000

0

STATE & COUNTY CHARGES

1,015,303

1,182,721

1,233,217

92,776,373

97,659,371

98,591,200

TAX TITLE / FORECLOSURE REVENUE
TOTAL REVENUES

GENERAL FUND EXPENDITURES:

TOTAL OPERATING EXPENSES
CASH CAPITAL EXPENDITURES
TRANSFERS TO STABILIZATION FUNDS

TOTAL EXPENDITURES
SURPLUS/(DEFICIT) - GENERAL FUND

538,148

ONE-TIME SOURCES OF FUNDS:
FREE CASH RESERVE
OVERLAY SURPLUS
TOTAL NON-RECURRING SOURCES

2,558,042
0
2,558,042

ADJUSTED SURPLUS/(DEFICIT) - GENERAL FUND

3,096,190

(2,654,000)

(0)

1,154,000
1,500,000
2,654,000

0
0
0

(0)

(0)

ENTERPRISE FUNDS:
WATER REVENUE
SEWER REVENUE
RINK REVENUE
TOTAL ENTERPRISE FUNDS' REVENUE
ENTERPRISE FUNDS' SURPLUS USED
WATER EXPENSES
SEWER EXPENSES
RINK EXPENSES
TOTAL ENTERPRISE FUNDS EXPENSES
ENTERPRISE FUNDS' CASH CAPITAL EXPENDITURES
ENTERPRISE FUNDS' SURPLUS/(DEFICIT)

7,365,806
7,423,938
29,351
14,819,095

6,667,549
6,646,625
0
13,314,174

7,058,470
6,734,962
0
13,793,432

0

579,430

505,000

7,565,005
6,508,808
12,159
14,085,972

6,667,549
6,646,625
15,430
13,329,604

7,058,470
6,734,962
70,000
13,863,432

1,135,712

564,000

435,000

0

0

111,552,975

112,889,632

(402,589)

GRAND TOTAL APPROPRIATIONS

107,998,057
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Town of Canton
Commonwealth of Massachusetts

Norfolk, ss
To the Constables of the Town of Canton,
Greetings:
In the name of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts you are hereby required to notify and warn the inhabitants of
the Town of Canton to meet at Morse Auditorium, on the grounds of the Canton High School, 900 Washington
Street in said town on;
MONDAY, THE THIRTEENTH DAY
OF MAY 2019
At seven o'clock (7:00 P.M.) in the evening for the annual town meeting at which time and place the following
articles are to be acted upon:

ARTICLE 1
ELECT A MODERATOR
Article 1 To elect a Moderator to preside at this Town Meeting to serve until the commencement of Annual Town
Meeting in 2019 or to take any other action related thereto.
Board of Selectmen
DISCUSSION:
this article.

Nominations will be accepted and a moderator elected at Town Meeting during the discussion of

APPROVED__________DISAPPROVED__________

ARTICLE 2
ADOPT RULES TO GOVERN TOWN MEETING
Article 2 To see if the town will vote to adopt certain procedures to govern the conduct of the 2019 Annual Town
Meeting, or to take any other action related thereto.
Board of Selectmen
MOTION 1
MOVED:
That this 2019 Annual Town Meeting shall meet on consecutive Monday and
Wednesday evenings (but not including Monday, May 27th) in the Morse Auditorium, on the grounds of
the Canton High School until the business of this Annual Town Meeting has been concluded, each such
session to begin at 7:00 o’clock P.M. and to adjourn at 11:00 o’clock P.M., or as near that hour as may
be feasible, according to the nature of the business pending at the said hour.
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:

8-0

DISCUSSION: The Finance Committee recommends adoption of this motion as it formalizes procedures that
have been followed by Town Meetings in the past.
APPROVED__________DISAPPROVED__________
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MOTION 2
MOVED:
That the following individuals be granted all of the rights and privileges of participation
in this Annual Town Meeting, except the right to vote, under any article of this warrant which affects
matters within their jurisdiction:
Charlie Aspinwall, Town Administrator
David Brauninger, Principal, Lt. Peter M. Hansen Elementary School
Debra Bromfield, Director of Student Services
Steve Choiniere, Supervisor of Facilities and Grounds
John Ciccotelli, Director of Public Health
Paul R. DeRensis, Town Counsel
Jennifer Fischer-Mueller, Superintendent of Schools
Derek Folan, Principal, Canton High School
Elizabeth Francis, Parks & Recreation Director
Tom Houston, Professional Services Corporation, PC
Louis Jutras, Information Systems Manager
Patricia Kinsella, Assistant Superintendent
Karen Lawlor, Administrative Assistant, Canton Planning Board
Brian Lynch, Facility Director
Stephen Lynch, Representative in Congress
Christine McMahon, Principal, John F. Kennedy Elementary School
M. Regen Milani, Conservation Commission Agent
Steven Moore, Assistant Supt. for Business & Personnel, Blue Hills Reg. Technical School
James Murgia, Finance Director
Barry Nectow, School Business Administrator
Robie Peter, Principal, Dean S. Luce Elementary School
Kristen Phelps, Canton Community Preservation Committee Administrator
James Quaglia, Superintendent-Director, Blue Hills Regional Technical School
Michael Rak, Vice President, Spear Street Capital
Helena Rafferty, Deputy Police Chief
Barbara Reardon, Town Engineer
Debbie Rooney, Director of Teaching and Learning PreK-8
Tammy Rose, Resident, Article 27
Mark Roy, Executive Director, Canton Housing Authority
Laura Smead, Town Planner
Walter Timilty, State Senator
Michael Trotta, Superintendent of Public Works
Diane Tynan, Director of Council on Aging
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:

8-0

DISCUSSION: The Finance Committee recommends adoption of this motion as it allows key non-resident
officials and consultants to legally participate in the Town Meeting and it formalizes procedures that have been
followed by Town Meetings in the past.
APPROVED__________DISAPPROVED__________
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MOTION 3
MOVED:
That whenever during discussion under any article in this warrant during this year’s
annual town meeting, irrespective of which session such discussion is reached during the progress of
the annual town meeting, a motion is made, the effect of which is to increase the total amount to be
appropriated beyond that which is recommended by the Finance Committee or which changes the
method of obtaining funds to meet that appropriation, the moderator shall not accept such motion
unless said motion also contains a corresponding decrease in another appropriation as contained in an
appropriation article on this specific warrant or a corresponding transfer from any other available
funding source or borrowing as an alternative funding source, so that the total amount to be
appropriated by the town, at this town meeting, and to be expended thereafter, for all the
appropriation articles contained in this warrant, shall not in any event exceed the total dollar amount
recommended by the Finance Committee as set forth in the published Report of the Finance Committee
Recommendations as may be increased by any transfer from available funds provided, however that
nothing in this motion shall prevent an increase in appropriation funding contingent upon the passage
of a Proposition 2½ override.
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:

8-0

DISCUSSION: The Finance Committee recommends adoption of this motion as it formalizes procedures that
have been followed by Town Meeting in the past to insure that Town Meeting ends with the adoption of a balanced
budget.
APPROVED__________DISAPPROVED__________

ARTICLE 3
HEAR REPORTS OF COMMITTEES APPOINTED AT PRIOR TOWN MEETINGS
Article 3 To hear the reports of all committees appointed at previous town meetings, which have not yet been
discharged, or to take any other action related thereto.
Board of Selectmen
MOVED:
heard:

That reports of the following committees appointed at previous Town Meetings be
Economic Development Committee (ATM 2004, Article 14)
Community Preservation Committee (ATM 2011, Article 39)
Town of Canton Substance Abuse Committee (ATM 2016, Article 32)
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:

8-0

DISCUSSION: The Finance Committee supports adoption of this motion to hear the reports of standing
committees appointed at prior Town Meetings.
APPROVED__________DISAPPROVED__________
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ARTICLE 4
ACT ON “CONSENT AGENDA”
Article 4 To see if the town will vote to dispose of certain articles in this warrant by a single vote, in accordance
with a so-called “consent agenda” or to take any other action related thereto.
Board of Selectmen
MOVED:
That the following articles be disposed of by a single vote, in accordance with the
Finance Committee motions as printed in the report of the Finance Committee: 5, 6, 7, 8, 10, 13, 14,
15, 16, 22, 23, 24 and 43.

Motion

FINCOM
VOTE

Article

Description

5

Collective Bargaining
Agreements under the BOS

Adopt this article

6

Personal Service Contracts
under the BOS

Postpone
indefinitely

7

Set Salaries of Elected
Officials

Adopt this article

8

Pay Bills of Prior Fiscal
Year

Postpone
indefinitely

8-0

There are none.

10

Transfer Unexpended Prior
Year Appropriations

Adopt this article

7-0

Non-controversial.

13

Accept Laws Enacted by
the General Court

Postpone
indefinitely

8-0

There are none.

14

Approve Funding for 4th of
July Celebration

Adopt this article

8-0

Non-controversial.

15

Insurance Proceeds

Postpone
indefinitely

8-0

There are none.

16

Rescind Unused Borrowing
Authorizations

Adopt this article

7-0

Non-controversial.

22

Amend General By-Law –
Composition of Mapping
Commission

Adopt this article

8-0

Non-controversial.

23

5-Year Lease for Fire Dept.
Equipment Storage Space

Adopt this article

8-0

Non-controversial.

24

Adopt Muni. Act – Speed
Limits & Safety Zones

Adopt this article

8-0

Non-controversial.

43

Amend Veteran’s Tax
Program

Adopt this article

8-0

Non-controversial.

8-0

Non-controversial.

8-0

Non-controversial.

Mot. 1 - 8-0
Mot. 2 - 7-1

Non-controversial.

FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:
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DISCUSSION:
Articles placed on the consent agenda are considered non-controversial and can be voted in one
block. The consent agenda is a list of articles that appear to be non-controversial and therefore are voted as a
group. If any voter wishes to discuss any article that is listed on the consent agenda, the voter may simply ask for
a hold on that article, and the article will be deleted from the consent agenda and acted on separately in the
normal course of the meeting. Further discussion on each can be found under the individual article.

APPROVED__________DISAPPROVED__________

ARTICLE 5
COLLECTIVE BARGAINING AGREEMENTS UNDER THE BOARD OF SELECTMEN
Article 5 To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate, transfer from available funds, or transfer from Free
Cash, a sum of money for the purpose of funding any new cost items contained in any collective bargaining
agreements entered into by the Board of Selectmen, on behalf of the town, with any group of employees, serving
under its jurisdiction, or to take any other action related thereto.
Board of Selectmen
MOVED:
That the sum of One Hundred Eleven Thousand Eighty Five Dollars ($111,085) be
raised and appropriated from the fiscal year 2020 tax levy and other revenues of the Town in order to
fund cost items, not included in departmental budgets appropriated for fiscal year 2020, to Department
#910’s budget for collective bargaining agreements entered into by the Board of Selectmen as may be
reached after the conclusion of this town meeting between the Town of Canton and bargaining units,
such sums to be allocated to pay for the relevant departments’ payroll expenses from budget
classification Department #910 as determined by the Finance Director.
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:

8-0

DISCUSSION:
The Finance Committee voted unanimously to recommend approval of this appropriation of
funds. The Board of Selectmen and AFSCME (American Federation of State, County & Municipal Employees) union
are currently engaged in ongoing negotiations to reach agreement on salary increases that are likely to take effect
in FY 2020. The amount of $111,085 is a prudent estimate developed by the Finance Department.

APPROVED__________DISAPPROVED__________

ARTICLE 6
PERSONAL SERVICE CONTRACTS UNDER THE BOARD OF SELECTMEN
Article 6 To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate, transfer from available funds, or transfer from Free
Cash, such sums of money as may be necessary to fund new cost items contained in contracts for personal
services with any individual employee, or take any action related thereto.
Board of Selectmen
MOVED:

That the subject matter of Article 6 be indefinitely postponed.
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:

8-0

DISCUSSION:
The Finance Committee voted unanimously to recommend that Article 6 be indefinitely
postponed. There are currently three pending personal service contracts which salary adjustments have been
included in the FY 2020 operating budget.
APPROVED__________DISAPPROVED__________

- 23 -

ANNUAL TOWN MEETING MAY 13, 2019

ARTICLE 7
SET SALARIES OF ELECTED OFFICERS
Article 7 To see if the town will vote, in accordance with the provisions of section one hundred and eight of
chapter forty-one (G. L. chapter 41, §108) to fix the salary and compensation of all elected officers of the town, or
to take any other action related thereto.
Board of Selectmen
Article 7 - MOTION 1
MOVED:
That the salary and compensation for the Town Clerk be fixed at $92,780 for the 2020
Fiscal Year beginning July 1, 2019 through June 30, 2020.

FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:

8-0

DISCUSSION:
The Finance Committee voted unanimously to support the Town Clerk's salary for FY 2010. The
Town Clerk is a full-time elected official, and the Committee feels that the salary is in line with other comparable
towns.
APPROVED__________DISAPPROVED__________

Article 7 - MOTION 2
MOVED:
That the salary and compensation for all part-time elected officials of the Town be fixed
for the 2020 Fiscal Year beginning July 1, 2019 through June 30, 2020, as follows:
Board of Assessors
Board of Health
Board of Selectmen
Planning Board
School Committee
Library Trustees

$2,400.00, for each member
$600.00, for each member
$1,400.00, for each member, with an additional
$200.00 to chairperson
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00

FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:

7-1

MAJORITY DISCUSSION:
The Finance Committee voted to support the elected official’s salaries by a vote
of 7-1. These officials have traditionally received these stipends, and town meeting has consistently supported
them
APPROVED__________DISAPPROVED__________
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ARTICLE 8
PAY BILLS OF PRIOR FISCAL YEAR
Article 8 To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate, transfer from available funds, transfer from Free
Cash, or borrow pursuant to any applicable statute, a sum or sums of money to pay any unpaid bills of any prior
fiscal year, or to take any other action related thereto.
Board of Selectmen
MOVED:

That the subject matter of Article 8 be indefinitely postponed.
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:

8-0

DISCUSSION:
The Finance Committee unanimously voted to recommend to postpone the article indefinitely, as
there are no bills from prior years that require payment.

APPROVED__________DISAPPROVED__________
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ARTICLE 9
ADJUST FISCAL ’19 ACCOUNTS
Article 9 To see if the town will vote to increase/decrease or otherwise adjust the appropriations heretofore made
for the Fiscal Year 2019 beginning on July 1, 2018 and ending on June 30, 2019 and the revenues sources to meet
those appropriations, as voted pursuant to Article 64 of the warrant for the 2018 Annual Town Meeting, and to
raise and appropriate, transfer from available funds or transfer from Free Cash to meet any such increases or
adjustments, or to take any other action related thereto.
Board of Selectmen
Article 9 - MOTION 1
MOVED:
That the sum of One Thousand Two Hundred Dollars ($1,200) be transferred from Free
Cash (Undesignated Fund Balance) in the Treasury of the Town to the Fire Department Grant (Fund
#294) with the intent that said funds shall be available in FY19.
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:

7-0

DISCUSSION:
The Finance Committee recommends this motion, which will transfer $1,200 to the Fire
Department grant fund to pay small deficit balances on two grants obtained by the Fire Department.
APPROVED__________DISAPPROVED__________
Article 9 - MOTION 2
MOVED:
That the sum of Sixteen Thousand Dollars ($16,000) be appropriated to the SelfContained Breathing Apparatus project by transfer from Free Cash (Undesignated Fund Balance) in the
Treasury of the Town thereby increasing the appropriation voted in Article 12 Motion 5 of the 2017
Annual Town Meeting of One Hundred Eighty One Thousand Dollars ($181,000) to One Hundred Ninety
Seven Thousand Dollars ($197,000) with the intent that said funds shall be available in FY19 and the
amount authorized to be borrowed by said Article 12 Motion 5 of the 2017 Annual Town Meeting be
reduced by Twenty Six Thousand Dollars ($26,000) to a new total of One Hundred Fifty Five Thousand
Dollars ($155,000).
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:

7-0

DISCUSSION:
The Town Meeting in 2017 authorized $181,000 in borrowing for the purchase of self-contained
breathing apparatus for the Fire Department. Only $155,000 was actually borrowed; the balance of the $181,000
is being paid by a bond premium of $10,000 (see Article 16) and the use of $16,000 from Free Cash under this
Article to avoid additional borrowing. The Finance Committee recommends approval.

APPROVED__________DISAPPROVED__________

Article 9 - MOTION 3
MOVED:
That the sum of Thirty One Thousand Six Hundred Nine Dollars and Forty Five Cents
($31,609.45) be appropriated to the Lt. Peter M. Hansen Elementary School roof project by transfer
from Free Cash (Undesignated Fund Balance) in the Treasury of the Town thereby increasing the
appropriation voted in Article 30 of the 2017 Annual Town Meeting of One Million Seven Hundred Forty
Thousand Dollars ($1,740,000) to One Million Seven Hundred Seventy One Thousand Six Hundred Nine
Dollars and Forty Five Cents ($1,771,609.45) with the intent that said funds shall be available in FY19.
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:
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DISCUSSION:
This vote is to "balance the books" on the Hansen Elementary School roof project. First and
foremost, it should be noted that this project came in under budget. The reason that this appropriation of
$31,609.45 is needed is due to the Massachusetts School Building Assistance reimbursement program, which
reimbursed the Town slightly less than anticipated for this project. This vote will make up that small shortfall, but,
again, the overall project was completed under budget. Finance Committee recommends approval.

APPROVED__________DISAPPROVED__________

Article 9 - MOTION 4
MOVED: That the sum of Five Hundred Thousand Dollars ($500,000) be appropriated to the Water
Enterprise Fund (#640) by transfer from water enterprise surplus (retained earnings) thereby
increasing the appropriation voted in Article 64 of the 2018 Annual Town Meeting from Six Million Six
Hundred Sixty Six Thousand Six Hundred Seventy Four Dollars ($6,666,674) to Seven Million One
Hundred Sixty Six Thousand Six Hundred Seventy Four Dollars ($7,166,674) with the intent that said
funds shall be available in FY19.
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:

7-0

DISCUSSION:
The Finance Committee recommends this motion, which will address a deficit in this year's water
enterprise budget. The water department has experienced additional, unforeseen costs which project to a deficit of
close to $500,000 by the end of the fiscal year. These costs include personnel costs and replacing carbon filters.
APPROVED__________DISAPPROVED__________

ARTICLE 10
TRANSFER UNEXPENDED PRIOR YEAR APPROPRIATIONS
Article 10 To see if the town will vote to transfer the unexpended balance of certain appropriations made under
various articles in the warrants applicable to prior town meetings, to new purposes and uses, or to take any other
action related thereto.
Board of Selectmen
MOVED:
That the sum of Six Thousand Three Hundred Ninety One Dollars and Thirty Cents
($6,391.30) be appropriated to supplement the Complete Streets grant program (Fund #113), with the
intent that said funds shall be available in FY19, and to meet this appropriation, $6,391.30 be
transferred from Additional State Aid (Fund #176).
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:

7-0

DISCUSSION:
The Finance Committee voted to recommend the transfer of $6,391.30 from Additional State Aid
(Fund #176) to supplement the Complete Streets Grant Program (Fund #113). These funds will be used by the
town to paint a shared lane marking or sharrow, on the section of Washington Street that starts at Canton Center
up towards Town Hall. These sharrows will be used to remind motorists and bicyclists of shared roadways.

APPROVED__________DISAPPROVED__________
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ARTICLE 11
AUTHORIZE CERTAIN REVOLVING FUNDS
Article 11 To see what revolving funds, pursuant to c. 44, section 53E ½ of the General Laws of the
Commonwealth, the Town will establish by by-law and to determine the limit on total amount that may be
expended from said revolving accounts, for various boards, commissions or departments of the town, for the fiscal
year beginning July 1, 2019 and ending June 30, 2020, or to take any other action related thereto.
Board of Selectmen
Article 11 – Motion 1
MOVED: That the General By Laws Article VIII Section 16 be amended by adding a new revolving fund
for the Paul Revere Heritage Site Museum as follows:

Revolving Fund

#152 – Paul Revere
Heritage Site Museum
Fund

Department Board,
Committee, Agency or
Officer Authorized to
Spend from Fund

Paul Revere Heritage
Committee

Fees, Charges of Other
Receipts Credited to
Fund
Museum grants,
museum gifts, museum
endowments, museum
contributions, museum
donations, museum
rentals, museum
admission receipts,
receipts from events.

Program of Activity Expenses
Payable from Fund
Providing additional funding
for museum maintenance
expenses, operating expenses,
capital expenses, repair
expenses, building expenses,
event expenses.

FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:

Fiscal Years

Fiscal Year 2020
and subsequent
years.

7-0

DISCUSSION: The Finance Committee supports this motion, which would establish a revolving fund for the Paul
Revere Heritage Site Museum. Initially, the Paul Revere Heritage Committee will authorize spending from the fund.
The committee will be replaced by a non-profit organization, established by the Board of Selectmen and approved
by the Town at a future date as noted in Article 11, Motion 2.
APPROVED__________DISAPPROVED__________
Article 11 – Motion 2
MOVED:
That the General By Laws Article VIII Section 16 be amended by adding a new
revolving fund for Paul Revere Heritage Rolling Mill and Open Space as follows:

Revolving Fund

#142 – Paul Revere
Heritage Site Rolling Mill
and Open Space Fund

Department Board,
Committee, Agency or
Officer Authorized to
Spend from Fund

Board of Selectmen

Fees, Charges of Other
Receipts Credited to
Fund
Rolling Mill, open space
or historical grants,
Rolling Mill, open space
or historical gifts,
Rolling Mill, open space
or historical
endowments, Rolling
Mill, open space or
historical contributions,
Rolling Mill, open space
or historical donations,
Rolling Mill rentals,
grounds rentals,
grounds use, receipts
from events.

Program of Activity
Expenses Payable from
Fund

Providing additional
funding relative to the
Rolling Mill, Grounds and
Museum maintenance
expenses, operating
expenses, capital
expenses, repair
expenses building
expenses, event fees.

Fiscal Years

Fiscal Year 2020
and subsequent
years

and that the Board of Selectmen be hereby authorized to petition the General Court for a home rule
Special Act to create a municipal affiliated nonprofit corporation as a body politic and corporate
pursuant to chapter 180 of the General Laws or any other applicable statute to be known as “Revere &
Son Heritage Trust, Inc.,” whose board of trustees is to be appointed by the Board of Selectmen of the
Town of Canton and the numbers of such board members are to be determined by the Board of
Selectmen, for the purpose of the creation and operation of an open-to-the-public Paul Revere Museum
of Discovery and Innovation and the Paul Revere Heritage Site located at Lots 3A and 3B as shown on
the plan entitled “Subdivision Plan of Land in Canton Massachusetts” prepared by VHB, Inc. and dated
October 8, 2018, as determined by the board of trustees; and further to authorize the General Court
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with the approval of the Board of Selectmen to make changes in the language of the home rule petition
to accomplish the public purpose thereof.
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:

7-0

DISCUSSION: The Finance Committee supports this motion which would establish a revolving fund for the Paul
Revere Heritage Site Rolling Mill and Open Space. Expenditures from this revolving fund would be controlled by
the Board of Selectmen.
Additionally, Motion 2 would authorize the Board of Selectmen to petition the Massachusetts General Court to begin
the process of creating a municipally affiliated non-profit 501(c)(3) called “Revere & Son Heritage Trust, Inc.”
which would manage the Paul Revere Heritage Site Museum Revolving Fund created in Article 11, Motion 1. This
501(c)(3) would not control the Paul Revere Heritage Site Rolling Mill and Open Space Revolving Fund that would
be created under Article 11, Motion 2. A future vote of town meeting will be needed to actually create this nonprofit organization, once the home rule special act is accepted by the General Court and other necessary steps are
taken. Until that time, the revolving fund created in Motion 1 of this article would be operated by the Paul Revere
Heritage Committee while the revolving fund created by Motion 2 would always be controlled by the Board of
Selectmen.
APPROVED__________DISAPPROVED__________
Article 11 – Motion 3
MOVED:
That the spending limits for the revolving funds established pursuant to General ByLaws Article VIII, Section 16 pursuant to the provisions of MGL chapter 44, section 53 E ½ for the 2020
fiscal year beginning July 1, 2019 through June 30, 2020 and that each Revolving Fund shall be
credited with the balance remaining in such fund at the end of the FY 2019 as set forth below:
Revolving
Fund #

Name of Revolving Fund

FY20 Spending Limit

110

Veteran’s Services Special Revenues

$100,000

119

Library Revolving Fund

$75,000

130

Recreation Revolving Fund

$500,000

132

Student Parking Fees

$100,000

134

Pequitside Farm Rentals

$50,000

135

Greenlodge Street Parking Fees

$100,000

136

Beautification Fund

$10,000

137

Animal Control Special Revenues

$50,000

138

Library Building Rentals

$50,000

140

COA Revolving Fund

$50,000

141

$50,000

142

Board of Health Special Revenue
Paul Revere Heritage Site Rolling Mill and
Open Space fund

$120,000

145

Traffic Mitigation Fund

$50,000

152

Paul Revere Heritage Site Museum Fund

$100,000

FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:

7-0

DISCUSSION:
The Finance Committee supports this motion, which would credit each revolving fund at the
beginning of the fiscal year 2020 (July 1, 2019), so that the balance reflects the fund’s spending limits listed in the
FY20 Spending Limit column
APPROVED__________DISAPPROVED__________
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ARTICLE 12
“OMNIBUS” CAPITAL OUTLAY PROGRAM
Article 12 To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, transfer from available funds, transfer from Free
Cash, or to authorize the Town Treasurer, with the approval of the Board of Selectmen, to borrow (and to issue
bonds or notes therefore) any sum or sums of money, or by any combination of these methods of financing, as
may be necessary or desirable, make available funds for the purpose of purchasing, leasing, re-conditioning,
improving or replacing any motor vehicles or other items of equipment or machinery or other items of personal
property for any town agency, or for the purpose of contracting for any service, or for the design, repair,
acquisition, construction, replacement or relocation or improvement to any town building or other structure, public
works facility (including highway needs and traffic safety items), any other town owned facility or real property, or
for any other purposes for which borrowing may be authorized, to purchase, or to take by eminent domain, any
land or easements necessary for any such purposes and, where applicable, to authorize the trade-in of any
presently owned motor vehicles, equipment or machinery to reduce the purchase or acquisition cost of any item to
be acquired, and to include in any new capital project borrowing authorization and/or to amend such borrowing
authorizations from prior years town meeting to provide for the application of any bond premiums to reduce the
cost of such borrowings or to apply same to payment of project costs, or to take any other action related thereto.
Board of Selectmen for Capital Planning Committee
Article 12 - MOTION 1
MOVED:
(a) The acquisition of all vehicles and other motorized equipment that is authorized to
be purchased or otherwise acquired by any motion made under this warrant article shall be under the
responsibility of the Finance Director/Chief Procurement Officer. In addition to the procurement, the
“trade-in” or other disposition of all vehicles and other motorized equipment being replaced is also
authorized and shall be under the responsibility of the Finance Director/Chief Procurement Officer. In
all cases where by a motion made under this warrant article, a vehicle or other piece of motorized
equipment is to be acquired by a town agency such purchase or acquisition shall be subject to and
bound by the detailed specifications regarding such purchase or acquisition on file in the office of the
Town Clerk; provided, however, the Finance Director/Chief Procurement Officer, may, in appropriate
circumstances, waive or modify the said detailed specifications, subject to a vote of the Finance
Committee, taken within 30 (thirty) days following a decision to waive or to modify the foregoing
provision requiring full compliance with the specifications on file.
(b) All building related projects which are approved and or funded by any motion made under
this article shall be under the responsibility of the Building Renovations Committee appointed pursuant
to Canton By-law, Article X, section 4, except as may be provided by any specific motion made pursuant
to this article.
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:

7-0

Article 12 - MOTION 1
DISCUSSION: This motion authorizes the Finance Director to supervise the acquisition, trade-ins, or other
disposition of vehicles and other motorized equipment. This motion also authorizes the Building Renovations
Committee to oversee all building/land projects.

APPROVED__________ DISAPPROVED__________
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Article 12 - MOTION 2
MOVED:
That Seven Hundred Twenty Four Thousand Dollars ($724,000) be appropriated from
the Fiscal Year 2020 tax levy and other general revenues of the Town to be spent by the Finance
Director (in his capacity as Chief Procurement Officer) with the approval of various Municipal
Departments designated below and with the approval of the Board of Selectmen for the purposes set
forth below as follows:
RECOMMENDATIONS

FINCOM
AMOUNT

Council on Aging
Replace Fencing at Senior Center

$48,000

Executive
Drainage & Sidewalk Improvements

115,000

Finance Department
Server Replacement
Software Upgrade
Police Video Recording System
Computers for Library Staff
Copier for Building Department

71,000
17,000
19,000
10,000
8,000

Fire Department
Fire Records & Dispatch Software
Repair Floors at Fire Stations
Turnout Gear

30,000
25,000
20,000

Library
HVAC Extraordinary Maintenance
Wireless Printing Services

27,000
7,000

Parks & Recreation
Lighting System at Duggan Baseball Field

11,000

Police Department
Replace Police Cruisers (4)
Bullet Resistant Vests

145,000
15,000

Property Maintenance
Replace Pick-up Truck with Transit Van
Interior Painting at Memorial Hall
Handicap Door Openers

39,000
50,000
20,000

Department of Public Works
Purchase Enclosed Cargo Trailer
Purchase Stump Grinding Equipment
Purchase Message Board

9,000
20,000
18,000
_________

GRAND TOTAL

$724,000

The amounts listed above for particular acquisitions are not to be construed as individual
appropriations. The sums shown are intended to be estimates of individual items but the amount
appropriated is one line item in the total sum of Seven Hundred Twenty Four Thousand Dollars
($724,000). The Finance Director and Town Administrator, acting jointly, are hereby authorized to
distribute such funds in such a manner as may be needed to accomplish the forgoing list of purchases;
provided, however, that each item contained in the list is procured and that the excess funds are
available because one or more items cost less than estimated and not because an item intended to be
procured is not so procured.
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:

- 31 -

7-0

ANNUAL TOWN MEETING MAY 13, 2019

Article 12 - MOTION 2
CAPITAL PLANNING DISCUSSION:
Council on Aging
Replace Fencing at Senior Center ($48,000)
The Capital Planning Committee supports this request 5-0-0.
This request is to replace the fencing around the perimeter of the Senior Center property. The existing fencing is
over 35 years old and is in need of replacement. The new fencing will be varying heights base on its distance from
Pleasant Street as to not block sight lines for vehicle entering and exiting the property.
Executive
Drainage & Sidewalk Improvements ($115,000)
The Capital Planning Committee supports this request 4-0-0.
This request is for Drainage and Sidewalk improvements on Dedham Street from Devonshire to Eagle. The
modifications include: changing the elevation of the road, modifying the sidewalk, installing granite curbing,
installing traffic lines, and installing wheelchair ramps. This will correct the current issues of water collecting,
pooling and flowing on to private property. The pooling water freezes in the winter thus causing safety issues.
Finance Department
Server Replacement ($71,000)
The Capital Planning Committee supports this request 5-0-0.
This request is to replace the three existing hosts for the Town’s virtual environment. The current equipment is no
longer supported by the next versions of Vmware Esxi Software, and the servers are now 6 years old.
Software Upgrade ($17,000)
The Capital Planning Committee supports this request 5-0-0.
The request is for the server migration and version upgrade. Specifically, we will be updating Munis application to
the latest technology release with a new database version and Windows server operating system.
Police Video Recording System ($19,000)
The Capital Planning Committee supports this request 5-0-0.
This request is for police department video recorders, cameras, battery backups, and four post racks. The existing
equipment is 14 years old, and storage only allows for a limited number of days of recordings. New device needs a
new four post rack, and the request will also replace several cameras in the lobby and main halls that are failing.
Computers for Library Staff ($10,000)
The Capital Planning Committee supports this request 5-0-0.
The request is for 10 library staff computer replacements that are Core 2 or i3 processors with spinning disks.
Copier for Building Department ($8,000)
The Capital Planning Committee supports this request 5-0-0.
This request is for the replacement of a current copier that was purchased in 2012 as a refurbished unit. The office
staff are utilizing the copier in a higher capacity and scanning a variety of items on a daily basis therefore causing
the copier to be more prone to breakdowns and jams.
Fire Department
Fire Records and Dispatch Software ($30,000)
The Capital Planning Committee supports this request 5-0-0.
This request is for the replacement of the current records management system and computer aided dispatch
software with the more efficient and effective Alpine Software company’s “Red NMX” dispatch program. This is a
cloud-based program that will allow the fire department to better utilize data to improve both administrative and
emergency response capabilities. The current program and software limits the fire department’s ability to utilize
technology to perform administrative functions such as permitting, plan reviewing, scheduling and the like. With
the Red NMX system, the ability to utilize the system for these duties will be greatly enhanced, as well as the
ability to utilize data from mobile terminals, which will improve emergency response capabilities.
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Article 12 - MOTION 2 – CAPITAL PLANNING DISCUSSION (continued):
Repair Floors at Fire Stations ($25,000)
The Capital Planning Committee supports this request 5-0-0.
This request is for much needed repairs to tile flooring in Station 1’s dispatch room as well as sections of tile in
multiple areas in Station 2. The fire department has provided photographic evidence that the tiles are in very poor
condition and are creating trip and fall hazards for fire department personnel as well as visitors.
Turnout Gear ($20,000)
The Capital Planning Committee supports this request 5-0-0.
This request is for the purchase of 7 new sets of firefighting “turnout” gear, which includes the pants and coats of
firefighting personnel. This is part of an ongoing, multi-year request for new gear so that our firefighters will have a
primary and backup set of gear to use. Multiple studies have shown that due to the nature of their work
environments, firefighters are exposed to far more carcinogens than the average person, and much of what they
are exposed to remain on their gear and clothing. The importance of washing this turnout gear is paramount, and
while the gear is being cleaned properly it is essential that firefighters are still able to do their duties and respond
to any incident calls properly outfitted in a second set of gear should the need arise.
Library
HVAC Extraordinary Maintenance ($27,000)
The Capital Planning Committee supports this request 5-0-0.
This request is for extraordinary maintenance consisting of cleaning of library rooftop air handling units as well as
thirty-nine fan coil units located throughout the building. This project is needed for the continued operation of the
library’s air handling units and ductwork throughout the building as well as for air quality.
Wireless Printing Services ($7,000)
The Capital Planning Committee supports this request 5-0-0.
This request is for purchase and installation of self-service kiosks for the public to use wireless printing services
and for the first time enables the library to accept payments via credit/debit card. The need for wireless printing
services that can easily be purchased is overwhelming and this request will allow the library to provide these
services to the public.
Parks & Recreation
Lighting System at Duggan Baseball Field ($11,000)
The Capital Planning Committee supports this request 5-0-0.
This request to purchase a control-link system to remotely control the outdoor field lights at Duggan Field. The
Parks & Recreation Department is responsible for the electricity bills for field lighting. The current lighting control
system requires users to manually turn the field lights on and off. Because of the manual process occasionally the
lights have been left on overnight costing the town. The new system will allow the Parks & Recreation Department
to set parameters to control the operation of the field lights, saving the Town a significant amount of money.
Police Department
Replace Police Cruisers ($145,000)
The Capital Planning Committee supports this request 5-0-0.
This request is for the replacement of four police cruisers as part of the police's ongoing vehicle replacement
program. The police department finds that ongoing vehicle replacement is the most fiscally responsible way of
managing their fleet, which is operated 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. The importance of reliable, safe cruisers
goes without saying for our police department.
Bullet Resistant Vests ($15,000)
The Capital Planning Committee supports this request 5-0-0.
This request is for fifteen new bullet resistant vests for police officers. In recent years, the Canton PD has seen a
marked increase in calls that involve firearms. Bullet resistant vests have a shelf life of five years, so the need to
update the vests is ongoing.
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Article 12 - MOTION 2 – CAPITAL PLANNING DISCUSSION (continued):
Property Maintenance
Replace Pick-up Truck with Transit Van ($39,000)
The Capital Planning Committee supports this request 5-0-0.
This capital request will replace Truck 81 a F350 Pick Up with a new or current model year Ford T-250 Transit Van.
Truck 81 is a 2003 model that is used daily for the Facilities and Grounds Division. The truck is not a plow truck.
American Public Workers Association recommends replacing this type of truck after 8-9 years. The new van will be
fitted with roof racks, inside shelving, and 110-volt power inverter.
Interior Painting at Memorial Hall ($50,000)
The Capital Planning Committee supports this request 5-0-0.
Memorial Hall was last renovated in 2000. Other than routine dusting, no cleaning or repainting of the walls has
been done. The 2017 Public Building Assessment recommends cleaning and painting of walls once every 5 years.
The work includes washing and preparing walls, baseboards, doors and trim which will be repainted with a base
and finish coat. The work will be performed nights and weekends so Memorial Hall can remain open to the public.
Handicap Door Openers ($20,000)
The Capital Planning Committee supports this request 5-0-0.
Memorial Hall, the Police Station and Pequitside all need ADA accessible door openers. The automatic openers will
enhance the public access to the buildings. This capital request covers the cost of materials and a subcontracted
electrician.
Department of Public Works
Purchase Enclosed Cargo Trailer ($9,000)
Capital Planning Committee supports this request 5-0-0.
This request is for the purchase of an enclosed cargo trailer (Cross Country CC716T-R tandem axle model) to be
used by the DPW for storage and transportation of their line painting machine and associated equipment to job
sites. The DPW currently uses an open, flat-bed trailer to fulfill these duties, and it simply does not have the
capacity to carry the machine and multiple days’ supplies worth of paint and cleaning equipment. Since it is not
enclosed it also is subject to foul weather, which can damage this equipment if it’s not store properly.
Purchase Stump Grinding Equipment ($20,000)
Capital Planning Committee supports this request 5-0-0.
This request is for the purchase of a Stumpex brand stump removal attachment for the DPW’s skid-steer tractor.
This attachment includes all necessary connecting hoses and couplings. The DPW finds that their current equipment
for stump removal is insufficient and could be greatly improved by getting a stump removal tool rather than more
stump grinders.
Purchase Message Board ($18,000)
Capital Planning Committee supports this request 5-0-0.
This request is for the purchase of a third full message board for the Public Works Department. The message
boards are used to notify residents of road projects, lane closings, and detours.

APPROVED__________DISAPPROVED__________
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Article 12 - MOTION 3
MOVED:
That Seven Hundred Fifty Thousand Dollars ($750,000) be appropriated from the Fiscal
Year 2020 tax levy and other general revenues of the Town, for the Canton School Committee to
expend for the purpose of purchasing certain items of property set forth below for the School
Department as follows:
FINCOM
AMOUNT
Building Repairs/Improvements
Rooftop Unit Replacement – GMS
$39,000
Replace Entryway Floor Mats – JFK
5,477
Replace Bathroom Petitions – Luce
7,590
Door Locking Hardware & Interior Door Window
30,000
Coverings – District Wide (Phase 1)
HVAC Maintenance
40,000
Replace Granite Curbing at Bus Drop Off – CHS
22,200
Lawn Tractor & Snow Blower – JFK
11,000
Technology
Firewall for High Availability – District Wide
Portable Teacher Learning Devices Phase 1 – District Wide
WiFi Access Points Phase 2 – Rodman, Luce, JFK
Replacement Chromebooks – District Wide
Projectors Phase 2 – CHS
Analog Security Camera Upgrade – District Wide
Security Servers – JFK, Hansen, Luce

33,853
100,000
41,950
16,950
79,206
20,425
33,500

Program Improvements
Laptops for Engineering & Robotics – GMS
High Jump System – CHS Athletics
Laptops for Robotics – CHS
TV Studio Computer Upgrades (Year 2) – CHS
Visual Arts Instructional Technology – GMS & Elementary
CHS Auditorium Updates (Year 2) – CHS
Classroom Based Instruments – District Wide
Music Technology Course Equipment – CHS

9,000
7,370
7,740
14,486
12,961
65,000
20,000
9,247

Furniture & Fixtures
Teacher Desks – Luce
Classroom Furniture – JFK
Library Furniture – GMS
Milk Coolers – District Wide
Furniture for Professional Development Room – Rodman
Special Education Equipment (Seating & Redcats) District Wide
Custodial Equipment

7,500
40,000
15,000
11,125
25,000
10,000
14,420
________

GRAND TOTAL

$750,000

The amounts listed above for particular acquisitions are not to be construed as individual
appropriations. The sums shown are intended to be estimates of individual items but the amount
appropriated is one line item in the total sum of Seven Hundred Fifty Thousand Dollars ($750,000).
The Finance Director and the Business Administrator of the School Department, acting jointly, are
hereby authorized to distribute such funds in such a manner as may be needed to accomplish the
forgoing list of purchases; provided, however, that each item contained in the list is procured and that
the excess funds are available because one or more items cost less than estimated and not because an
item intended to be procured is not so procured.
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:
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Article 12 – MOTION 3
CAPITAL PLANNING DISCUSSION:
Building Repairs Improvements
Rooftop Unit Replacement - GMS ($39,000)
The Capital Planning Committee supports this request 4-0-0.
This request is to replace a 25-ton HVAC Rooftop unit at the Galvin Middle School that is used for second floor
interior classrooms. This is unit number one and has exceeded its life expectancy. It makes sense to replace the
unit instead of paying for frequent repairs.
Replace Entryway Floor Mats – JFK ($5,477)
The Capital Planning Committee supports this request 4-0-0.
This request is to replace all entrance way mats at the Kennedy School that have deteriorated due to age, use and
weather. The request is for a total of twenty-one mats of various sizes, as the mats deteriorate they become a
safety issue and this project will eliminate this danger.
Replace Bathroom Partitions – Luce ($7,590)
The Capital Planning Committee supports this request 4-0-0.
This request is to replace corroded metal partitions in five bathrooms at the Luce School. The partitions are to be
replaced with safer and longer-lasting Phenolic material. The metal doors on the partitions are rusting and some of
these doors are missing hardware. This project will improve privacy and promote safety while providing costsavings through long-term durability.
Door Locking Hardware & Interior Door Window Coverings – District Wide ($30,000)
The Capital Planning Committee supports this request 4-0-0.
This request is the first phase of a multi-year project to replace classroom door locks and door/window shades. The
school department would like common door locking hardware across the district that can be locked from the inside
during an emergency. The window shades would provide teachers the ability to quickly cover the door windows and
windows next to the door during an emergency. Both items are recommended by the district-wide safety and
security committee, which includes the Canton Police Department, Canton Fire Department, and the Building
Commissioner. These improvements will help make our schools secure by improving emergency options available
to faculty and staff.
HVAC Maintenance - District Wide ($40,000)
The Capital Planning Committee supports this request 4-0-0.
This request will allow the licensed plumber that is already employed by the School Department to continue to
maintain HVAC equipment across the district at a lower cost than hiring someone outside the School Department
for the same job.
Grounds Improvement
Replace Curbing at Bus Drop Off – Canton High School (CHS) ($22,200)
The Capital Planning Committee supports this request 5-0-0.
This request is to replace deteriorating curbing and the first four feet of sidewalk at the CHS bus drop off. The
curbing of the Rodman/CHS circle has decomposed. Hundreds of students enter and exit the buses at this location,
so broken curbing and sidewalk should be replaced for safety reasons. The new curbing will be granite which will
last longer and be safer than the current material curbing that is there now.
Lawn Tractor and Snow Blower – JFK ($11,000)
The Capital Planning Committee supports this request 4-0-0.
This request is to replace an eighteen-year-old lawn tractor and an eighteen-year-old snow blower at the JFK
School. Both items have exceeded their life expectancy and need to be replaced to ensure reliable grounds
maintenance at the school.
Informational Technology/Security
Firewall for High Availability - District Wide ($33,853)
The Capital Planning Committee supports this request 4-0-0.
This cash capital request will provide a secondary 800D Firewall with SSL certificate with a 3-year license for use
with Deep Packet inspections, DNS filtering and SSO with multiple policies. This second firewall ensures WiFi
internet failover in the event the main firewall becomes inoperable. This planned project will increase the cost of
the department operating budget by $7,900 after the first year but will provide necessary cybersecurity
redundancy.
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Article 12 – MOTION 3 – CAPITAL PLANNING DISCUSSION (continued)
Portable Teacher Learning Devices Phase 1 - District Wide ($100,000)
The Capital Planning Committee supports this request 5-0-0.
In FY 2019, the capital plan funded $38,000 for the teacher device pilot. The purpose of the pilot was to give a
group of Canton High School staff, primarily teachers, a variety of different devices to test in the classroom and for
their administrative duties associated with being a teacher. The pilot included 5 or 6 kinds of devices. During the
school year some of the devices were eliminated. The current plan is to narrow the number of devices to 2 or 3 to
effectively and efficiently maintain the inventory. The FY 2020 request is to purchase the selected devices and
outfit all of the CHS staff members with them. If funds remain leftover a similar pilot will be started at Galvin
Middle School.
WiFi Access Points Phase 2 - Rodman, Luce, JFK ($41,950)
The Capital Planning Committee supports this request 4-0-0.
This cash capital request is phase 2 and would upgrade the current Ruckus 7982 Access Points with latest Wave 2
Ruckus Dual Band R72O Access Points. This request will replace Access Points at Galvin Middle School, Elementary,
and Rodman. Wave 2 allows devices to connect to WiFi at up to 2GB, the current capacity is only 1GB. As WiFi
technology only continues to grow, these access points will allow for expanded capabilities up to 5GB in the future.
Building a stronger, robust WiFi Network is critical to enhanced Bring Your Own Device (BYOD) programs along
with portal and wireless teaching tools.
Replacement Chromebooks - District Wide ($16,950)
The Capital Planning Committee supports this request 4-0-0.
This is a planned project that will replace Chromebooks that are 3-4 years old. The older Chromebooks may not
meet the minimum required MCAS testing standards. The MCAS Exam will be administered to CHS students on
computers in the 2020-21 school year. MCAS administration requires all devices to be prepped for the exam,
essentially enabling the ability to run the exam and lock down all other uses. This upgrade will continue to be
phased in through at least FY 2024.
Projectors Phase 2 - CHS ($79,206)
The Capital Planning Committee supports this request 4-0-0.
The current High School projectors are 13-14 years old and are used on a daily basis. This cash capital plan would
provide approximately 30 Epson PowerLite 955WH Projectors with HDMI and WiFi capabilities. The Projectors will
act as Audio/Visual receiver, which will be used in conjunction with the Portable Teacher Learning Devices. There
are roughly 80 classrooms at CHS and all of the classrooms should have this capability when phase 3 is completed
in FY 2021.
Analog Security Camera Upgrade - District Wide ($20,425)
The Capital Planning Committee supports this request 4-0-0.
This capital request will upgrade 13-15 old analog security cameras district wide (120 total). The current analog
cameras are 14-18 years old. They will be replaced with HD (High Definition) analog cameras. The new HD analog
cameras allow 2.8-12MM, motorized lens, 30fps at 1920x1080, 5MP, POC, and night vision. Facilities and
technology departments will replace camera to drive down cost. Labor portion of the proposal is $12,650. These
new cameras will improve security by providing better evidence for law enforcement should it prove necessary.
Security Servers - JFK, Hansen, Luce ($33,500)
The Capital Planning Committee supports this request 4-0-0.
This capital request will upgrade 3 existing Hybrid digital video recorders security systems. The current units are 5
years old and will be reaching the end of their useful life. New advanced features in iVMS (Video Monitoring
System) clients allow for better enhanced search and playback functions as well as video compression. Each
system will hold up to 24 terabytes of data to ensure the school department the ability to review security footage
for up to 90 days. The Police Department will now have the ability for a direct feed of the School District’s security
system that will better protect these school buildings during an incident.
Program Improvements
Laptops for Engineering and Robotics - GMS ($9,000)
The Capital Planning Committee supports this request 4-0-0.
This request is for 12 laptops, which will be used to directly support Canton’s STEAM initiative. Students will learn
and use Google Sketchup, a computer aided design tool which they can carry forward to high school and beyond.
Students will also program robots to solve problems in teams and compete in First Lego League events. These
students will be eligible to join Canton High School’s Robotics Teams and compete in many contests. The laptops
support Strategic Framework 3 by creating rigorous, relevant and contemporary learning experiences.
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Article 12 – MOTION 3 – CAPITAL PLANNING DISCUSSION (continued)
High Jump System – CHS Athletics ($7,370)
The Capital Planning Committee supports this request 4-0-0.
This request is for a High Jump Pit System including a landing mat, a weather cover, the bars and steel standards.
The current system is roughly 10 years old and due to poor storage conditions is approaching the point of being
unusable and unsafe. This system would include the landing mat area with enhanced safety features, a weather
cover, and steel standards for the two bars.
Laptops for Robotics – CHS ($7,740)
The Capital Planning Committee supports this request 4-0-0.
This request is for 12 Lenovo T440 laptops to expand the Robotics program and allow for more students to have
direct access to programming.
TV Studio Computer Upgrades (Year 2) – CHS ($14,486)
The Capital Planning Committee supports this request 4-0-0.
This request is to be split over two years, and ties into the District’s Strategic Framework under the area of
Transforming Teaching & Learning. Students taking television production classes work together in teams to create
video productions that depend on current technology. The technology used must be up to date and align with the
standard of the profession in order for students to be able to create and share in authentic learning in this area.
Visual Arts Instructional Technology - GMS & Elementary ($12,961)
The Capital Planning Committee supports this request 4-0-0.
This request is for the remaining technology upgrades needed to expand photography and video capabilities in the
middle school visual arts curriculum. This request was partially funded in fiscal 2019. The color printers are needed
to replace inkjet color printers that were removed from the three elementary visual art classrooms.
CHS Auditorium Updates (Year 2) – CHS ($65,000)
The Capital Planning Committee supports this request 5-0-0.
This capital proposal outlays proposed budget items for the next two to four years to update the auditorium facility.
The two primary concerns are lighting and the sound system. The lighting would include the equipment needed to
switch the stage lights to LED lights, which have many more features and last longer, cost less to upkeep, and offer
high technology to the stage lighting. In addition to the lighting update, the students would also benefit from an
updated sound system. Theater classes will help students learn how to use this equipment and these upgrades
would efficiently improve the overall experience of students and audiences alike.
Classroom Based Musical Instruments – District Wide ($20,000)
The Capital Planning Committee supports this request 4-0-0.
This request is for the purchase of various musical instruments, which will be kept in the classroom. Connolly Bus
Company does not allow instruments on their buses if they do not fit in a child’s lap. This has created a hardship
for many families in Canton who cannot afford to purchase or rent two instruments. This supports long term
strategic objective 1, achieving educational excellence and ensuring equity, by eliminating obstacles and barriers to
student learning growth.
Music Technology Course Equipment – CHS ($9,247)
The Capital Planning Committee supports this request 4-0-0.
This request pertains to the two Music Technology courses offered at the high school level. Students analyze song
formation and develop song-writing skills through sequencing and editing sound loops. This proposal is requesting
equipment for seven more stations so that Music Technology courses can have enrollment of 25 students in each
section.
Furniture and Fixtures
Teacher Desks – Luce ($7,500)
The Capital Planning Committee supports this request 4-0-0.
This request is to replace ten teacher desks at the Luce School. The metal desks have deteriorated and are missing
parts, some drawers do not close, and there is peeling paint on some of the desk panels. These new desks will
improve utility and safety at the school.
Classroom Furniture – JFK ($40,000)
The Capital Planning Committee supports this request 4-0-0.
This request is to purchase classroom furniture for the four new classrooms at the Kennedy School. This request
includes one hundred student desks, four teacher desks, chairs, cabinets, white boards, and associated items. The
cost for these replacements is $10,000 per classroom.

- 38 -

ANNUAL TOWN MEETING MAY 13, 2019

Article 12 – MOTION 3 – CAPITAL PLANNING DISCUSSION (continued)
Library Furniture – GMS ($15,000)
The Capital Planning Committee supports this request 4-0-0.
This request is to replace furniture for one side of the Galvin Middle School Library. The request includes tables,
chairs, and bookcases. The existing furniture has outlived its life expectancy. The furniture for the middle portion of
the room was replaced last year.
Milk Coolers – District Wide ($11,125)
The Capital Planning Committee supports this request 4-0-0.
This request is to purchase five forced air milk coolers for the three elementary schools. Currently, milk coolers are
leased from the dairy resulting in higher milk costs. Also, the milk companies and vendors are no longer interested
in providing equipment.
Furniture for Professional Development Room – Rodman ($25,000)
The Capital Planning Committee supports this request 4-0-0.
This request is to purchase furnishings for the new professional development room in the Rodman building. This
room is located on the second floor of the Rodman building and is being renovated to meet the needs of
professional development programs that help faculty improve their skills while meeting certification needs.
Special Education Equipment – District Wide ($10,000)
The Capital Planning Committee supports this request 4-0-0.
This request is to purchase equipment to provide sensory friendly classrooms and deaf and hard of hearing
assistive technology. The schools continue to see a rise in students who are challenged with focus, attention, and
sensory processing and self-regulation issues. Students are often asked to sit longer and lack the tools necessary
to be able to do so functionally in the classroom. These items will be available to all students no matter their
abilities and students can rotate through these activities and seating alternatives as they are needed. This
equipment will be useful in accommodating the needs of many students while helping them reach their potential.
Custodial Equipment ($14,420)
The Capital Planning Committee supports this request 4-0-0.
This request is to replace custodial equipment that has exceeded its life expectancy. The equipment is heavily
used and goes through normal wear and tear and requires regular replacement. This equipment includes
dehumidifiers, wet vacuums, and pacific machines.
APPROVED__________DISAPPROVED__________

Article 12 – MOTION 4
MOVED:
That Thirty Two Thousand ($32,000) be appropriated to be spent by the Finance
Director (in his capacity as Chief Procurement Officer) with the approval of the Department of Public
Works Superintendent and the Board of Selectmen for the purpose of exterior painting improvements
at the Armando Center and to meet said appropriation that Six Thousand Dollars ($6,000) be
transferred from the appropriation voted pursuant to Article 12 Motion 3 of the 2017 Annual Town
Meeting for the purpose of Armando Center exterior painting and that Twenty Six Thousand Dollars
($26,000) be raised and appropriated from the Fiscal 2020 tax levy and other general revenues of the
Town.
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:

7-0

Article 12 - MOTION 4
CAPITAL PLANNING DISCUSSION:
Exterior Painting at Armando Center ($26,000)
The Capital Planning Committee supports this request 5-0-0.
It has been twenty plus years since the last major treatment of the exterior and brick masonry surface of the
Armando Center. Surfaces are showing wear, weathering, and need for maintenance. This project was a planned
project and the work includes preparing all exterior wood surfaces, prime, install two coats of paint, pretreat brick
vertical surfaces and power washing.
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APPROVED__________DISAPPROVED__________
Article 12 - MOTION 5
MOVED:
That Five Hundred Thousand Dollars ($500,000) be appropriated to be spent by the
Finance Director (in his capacity as Chief Procurement Officer) with the approval of the Department of
Public Works Superintendent and the Board of Selectmen for the purpose of improvements to the
Washington/Randolph Streets Intersection and to meet said appropriation Five Hundred Thousand
Dollars ($500,000) be transferred from Free Cash (Undesignated Fund Balance) in the Treasury of the
Town.
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:

6-1

Article 12 - MOTION 5
CAPITAL PLANNING DISCUSSION:
Washington/Randolph Streets Intersection Improvements ($500,000)
The Capital Planning Committee supports this request 4-0-0.
This cash reserve request would permit the Department of Public works (DPW) to implement the intersection
improvements at the Washington and Randolph Street Intersection. The Intersection design funding was approved
at last year’s Town Meeting and these funds are to reconstruct the Intersection per this approved design. The
Boston Metropolitan Region Planning Office has studied the Intersection and found its current design insufficient to
carry the current traffic loads. These funds are for this Intersection reconstruction and are not intended to solve
larger traffic issues related to the lack of an East/West Road, traffic congestion, and issues caused by the 95 and
128 interchange issue that MASSDOT is looking to address in the future.

APPROVED__________DISAPPROVED__________

Article 12 - MOTION 6
MOVED:
That Five Hundred Fifty One Thousand Dollars ($551,000) be appropriated to be spent
by the Finance Director (in his capacity as Chief Procurement Officer) with the approval of the
Department of Public Works Superintendent or Fire Chief as may be applicable, and the Board of
Selectmen to pay costs of various capital projects and equipment as set forth below and to meet said
appropriation the Town Treasurer, with the approval of the Board of Selectmen, be authorized to
borrow, pursuant to any applicable statute or any other enabling authority as may be, the sum of Five
Hundred Fifty One Thousand Dollars ($551,000) and furthermore, any premium received by the Town
upon the sale of any bonds or notes approved by this vote, less any such premium applied to the
payment of the costs of issuance of such bonds or notes, may be applied to the payment of costs
approved by this vote in accordance with Chapter 44, Section 20 of the General Laws, thereby reducing
the amount authorized to be borrowed or to pay such costs by a like amount.
FINCOM
AMOUNT

RECOMMENDATIONS
Pequitside Farm Parking Reconstruction
Fire Engine Refurbishment
Replace DPW Pickup Truck with Freightliner Box Truck

$200,000
162,000
189,000
_______

TOTAL

$551,000

The sums listed above are intended to be estimates of individual items but the amount to be
appropriated is one line item in the total amount of Five Hundred Fifty One Thousand Dollars
($551,000). The Finance Director and the Town Administrator, acting jointly, are hereby authorized to
distribute such funds in such manner as may be needed to accomplish the foregoing list of projects;
provided, however, that each project contained in the list set forth above is undertaken and that any
excess funds are available because one or more of the listed projects cost less than was estimated and
not because a project intended to be undertaken is not so undertaken.
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:

- 40 -

7-0

ANNUAL TOWN MEETING MAY 13, 2019

Article 12 - MOTION 6
CAPITAL PLANNING DISCUSSION:
Pequitside Farm Parking Reconstruction ($200,000)
The Capital Planning Committee supports this request 5-0-0.
This debt capital request will improve the vehicle and pedestrian access to the Pequitside farm facility. Paving
improvements include widening the existing entrance and exit, the existing entrance is difficult to navigate by the
Canton Fire Department. It will also repave the driveways and parking areas at the facility, removing potholes and
cracked pavement that is currently unsafe to pedestrians and employees. This request will also relocate the
handicap parking spaces closer to the main building, and install a ADA walkway to the existing handicap entrance.
It will also remove dilapidated and unsafe tennis courts and surrounding fencing.
Fire Engine Refurbishment ($162,000)
The Capital Planning Committee supports this request 5-0-0.
This debt capital request is for the planned refurbishment of Engine 2. The refurbishment includes but is not limited
to body work, painting, repairs to pump and foam systems, evaluation of electrical systems, replacement of
emergency warning systems and upgrades to the brake and suspension systems. This capital request will allow the
Canton Fire Department to have Engine 2 function as a useful and reliable engine for another ten years, saving the
town the cost of purchasing new engines more frequently.
Replace DPW Pickup Truck with Freightliner Box Truck ($189,000)
The Capital Planning Committee supports this request 5-0-0.
This debt capital request is for the purchase of a Freightliner box truck that will be fitted out as a Highway Division
Foreman’s service truck carrying mechanical, hydraulic, and hand tools needed on the job site. The box truck can
be fitted with tools where as a pickup truck must be loaded and unloaded with tools for each job.
APPROVED__________DISAPPROVED__________

Article 12 – Motion 7
MOVED:
That Eight Hundred Thirty Thousand Dollars ($830,000) be appropriated to be spent by
the Finance Director (in his capacity as Chief Procurement Officer) with the approval of the Department
of Public Works Superintendent and the Board of Selectmen to pay for the costs of water system design
of improvement costs and to meet said appropriation the Town Treasurer with the approval of the
Board of Selectmen be authorized to borrow pursuant to any applicable statute or any other enabling
authority as may be, the sum of Eight Hundred Thirty Thousand Dollars ($830,000). It is the intent
that the bonds and notes issued pursuant to this authority be general obligations of the town but are to
be repaid in the first instance from water revenues and furthermore, any premium received by the
Town upon the sale of any bonds or notes approved by this vote, less any such premium applied to the
payment of the costs of issuance of such bonds or notes, may be applied to the payment of costs
approved by this vote in accordance with Chapter 44, Section 20 of the General Laws, thereby reducing
the amount authorized to be borrowed or to pay such costs by a like amount.
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:

7-0

Article 12 – MOTION 7
CAPITAL PLANNING DISCUSSION:
Water System Design ($830,000)
The Capital Planning Committee supports this request 4-0-0.
This is year one of a Water System Management Plan. This funding will cover design plans and specifications for
water distribution system improvements for 11 streets. These designs and future improvements are required
because a water distribution system must have sufficient capacity to provide adequate pressure while meeting the
demands of consumption and fire protection. While the service pressure throughout Canton’s system is good,
deficiencies exist in main size, line continuity and fire flow availability. These water system design plans will help
lead to the mitigation of these deficiencies.
APPROVED__________ DISAPPROVED__________
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Article 12 – MOTION 8
MOVED:
That Two Hundred Ninety Thousand Dollars ($290,000) be appropriated to be spent by
the School Committee to pay costs of various capital projects and equipment as set forth below and to
meet said appropriation the Town Treasurer, with the approval of the Board of Selectmen, be
authorized to borrow, pursuant to any applicable statute or any other enabling authority as may be, the
sum of Two Hundred Ninety Thousand Dollars ($290,000) and furthermore, any premium received by
the Town upon the sale of any bonds or notes approved by this vote, less any such premium applied to
the payment of the costs of issuance of such bonds or notes, may be applied to the payment of costs
approved by this vote in accordance with Chapter 44, Section 20 of the General Laws, thereby reducing
the amount authorized to be borrowed or to pay such costs by a like amount.
FINCOM
AMOUNT

RECOMMENDATIONS
Memorial Field Visitor Side Bleachers
Wi-Fi Backbone – Elementary, Rodman Admin., Preschool
CHS Roof Top Unit #17
TOTAL

$100,000
68,000
122,000
________
$290,000

The sums listed above are intended to be estimates of individual items but the amount to be
appropriated is one line item in the total amount of Two Hundred Ninety Thousand Dollars ($290,000).
The Finance Director and the School Business Administrator, acting jointly, are hereby authorized to
distribute such funds in such manner as may be needed to accomplish the foregoing list of projects;
provided, however, that each project contained in the list set forth above is undertaken and that any
excess funds are available because one or more of the listed projects cost less than was estimated and
not because a project intended to be undertaken is not so undertaken.
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:

7-0

Article 12 – MOTION 8
CAPITAL PLANNING DISCUSSION:
Memorial Field Visitor Side Bleachers ($100,000)
The Capital Planning Committee supports this request 3-1-0
This debt capital request would replace the condemned bleachers at Memorial Field with new bleachers. The
current bleachers are a safety concern and need to be demolished. The new bleachers will have 125 seat capacity
and will be ADA accessible.
The dissenting position is that this request could be completed within the FY 2021 debt proposal to replace the
home side bleachers. $900,000 is planned for the home side bleachers in FY 2021 but the quote is only for
$750,000. The idea suggested by the dissenting vote was that the home side bleachers could potentially be
repurposed to also include seating for visitors.
WiFi Backbone – Elementary, Rodman Admin, Preschool ($68,000)
The Capital Planning Committee supports this request 5-0-0
This debt capital request will upgrade the WiFi backbone from 1GB to a 10GB frame.
With the increase in
Chromebooks distributed to grades K-5, the School District will need to stay current with WiFi technology and
ensure the WiFi infrastructure is scalable going forward.
CHS Roof Top Unit #17 ($122,000)
The Capital Planning Committee supports this request 4-0-0
The existing roof top unit was manufactured 2/6/2004. Based on the ASHRAE equipment life expectancy chart, the
average life expectancy for this kind of unit is 15 years. The current plan is to install a 35-ton unit which provides
heating, air conditioning and air circulation to the auditorium. This multiple-zoned unit is connected to the
emergency management system and can be operated remotely. The Capital Planning Committee inquired about
the possibility of installing two separate 25-ton units, like those being installed at the Galvin Middle School. This
was determined not to be feasible since the 25-ton units did not have the multi-zone and emergency management
capabilities.
APPROVED__________ DISAPPROVED__________
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Article 12 – MOTION 9
MOVED:
That Four Hundred Thirty Five Thousand Dollars ($435,000) be appropriated to be
spent by the Fire Chief with the approval of the Board of Selectmen for the purpose of replacing
Ambulance 2 and to meet this appropriation Four Hundred Thirty Five Thousand Dollars ($435,000) be
transferred from Ambulance Receipts Reserved for Appropriation Account.
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:

7-0

Article 12 – MOTION 9
CAPITAL PLANNING DISCUSSION:
Replacement of Ambulance 2 ($435,000)
The Capital Planning Committee supports this request 4-0-0.
This request would fund replacement of Ambulance 2, a front line ambulance that is housed at Station 2.
Ambulance 2 is the town’s Advanced Life Support Ambulance, and is at its anticipated end of service life expiration
date and needs to be replaced due to increased maintenance costs and reliability. The town’s ambulances need to
be replaced sooner than expected due to increased wear and tear. EMS calls now account for 70% of the
department’s call volume.

APPROVED__________ DISAPPROVED__________

Article 12 – MOTION 10
MOVED:
That Two Hundred Thirty Five Thousand Dollars ($235,000) be appropriated to be
spent by the Finance Director (in his capacity as Chief Procurement Officer) with the approval of the
Department of Public Works Superintendent and the Board of Selectmen for the purposes of various
water capital projects as set forth below and to meet said appropriation Two Hundred Thirty Five
Thousand Dollars ($235,000) be transferred from the water enterprise surplus (retained earnings).
FINCOM
AMOUNT

RECOMMENDATIONS
Year 5 of the water portion of the Integrated Water
Resources Management Program Plan
Demolish Storage Building at Pine Street
TOTAL

$50,000
185,000
________
$235,000

The sums shown are intended to be estimates of individual items but the amount to be appropriated is
one line item in the total amount of Two Hundred Thirty Five Thousand Dollars ($235,000). The
Finance Director and the Town Administrator, acting jointly, are hereby authorized to distribute such
funds in such manner as may be needed to accomplish the foregoing list of projects; provided,
however, that each project contained in the list set forth above is undertaken and that any excess
funds are available because one or more of the listed projects cost less than was estimated and not
because a project intended to be undertaken is not so undertaken.
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:
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Article 12 – MOTION 10
CAPITAL PLANNING DISCUSSION:
Year 5 - Integrated Water Resources Management Program (water portion) ($50,000)
The Capital Planning Committee supports this request 4-0-0.
The MASS DEP has required that municipalities develop a water resource management plan. This request is for the
“Year 5” water portion of a 5-year plan to manage the Town’s water, wastewater and storm water infrastructure.
The result of this plan will allow the Town to make smarter investments, achieve greater efficiency and be less
vulnerable to regulatory risk or “management by crisis”. The data driven methodology of the program balances the
activity, age, and stress on any given section of water infrastructure to achieve a balance of cost, risk and
performance. Completion of the resource management plan will provide the Town with a defined map for future
investments and keeps the Town in compliance with EPA protocol. The original $200,000 request was reduced to
$50,000 after the Town received a notice that a $150,000 grant is being awarded from the Massachusetts Clean
Water Trust for this project.
Demolish Storage Building at Pine Street ($185,000)
The Capital Planning Committee supports this request 4-0-0.
The storage building and associated well structure were declared of no use by Public Works and posted as unsafe.
Brick masonry walls are structurally unsafe and considered dangerous. The gable end wall is pulling away from roof
structure and the building envelop. Extensive repairs estimated at $2,000,000 would be required to repair the
building and make it safe for occupancy.

APPROVED__________ DISAPPROVED__________

Article 12 – MOTION 11
MOVED:
That Two Hundred Thousand Dollars ($200,000) be appropriated to be spent by the
Finance Director (in his capacity as Chief Procurement Officer) with the approval of the Department of
Public Works Superintendent and the Board of Selectmen for the purpose of Year 5 of the sewer portion
of the integrated water resources management program plan and to meet said appropriation Two
Hundred Thousand Dollars ($200,000) be transferred from the sewer enterprise surplus (retained
earnings).
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:

7-0

Article 12 – MOTION 11
CAPITAL PLANNING DISCUSSION:
Integrated Water Resources Management Program (sewer portion) ($200,000)
The Capital Planning Committee supports this request 4-0-0.
The MASS DEP has required that Municipalities develop a water resource management plan. This request is for the
“Year 5” sewer portion of a 5-year plan to manage the Town’s water, wastewater, storm water infrastructure. The
result of this plan will allow the Town to make smarter investments, achieve greater efficiency and be less
vulnerable to regulatory risk or “management by crisis”. The data driven methodology of the program balances the
activity, age, and stress on any given section of water infrastructure to achieve a balance of cost, risk and
performance. Completion of the resource management plan will provide the Town with a defined map for future
investments and keeps the Town in compliance with EPA protocol.

APPROVED__________ DISAPPROVED__________
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ARTICLE 13
ACCEPT GENERAL OR SESSION LAWS ENACTED BY THE GENERAL COURT
Article 13 To see if the town will vote to accept any general or session laws enacted by the General Court for the
benefit of cities or towns or of benefit to the Town of Canton, or to take any other action related thereto.
Board of Selectmen
MOVED:

That the subject matter of Article 13 be indefinitely postponed.
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:

8-0

DISCUSSION: The Finance Committee recommends that this article be postponed indefinitely because there are
no laws enacted by the General Court to be adopted by the Town of Canton.
APPROVED__________DISAPPROVED__________

ARTICLE 14
APPROVAL OF FUNDING FOR THE ANNUAL 4TH OF JULY COMMUNITY CELEBRATION
Article 14 To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, borrow pursuant to any applicable statute,
transfer from available funds or transfer from Free Cash, a sum of money to be expended by the Director of Parks
and Recreation, with the approval of the Board of Selectmen, for the purpose of funding the annual July 4th
community celebration in 2019, or to take any other action related thereto with the intent these funds be available
in FY19 in anticipation of July 4, 2019.
Board of Selectmen for the Canton Recreation Commission
MOVED:
That the sum of Thirty Five Thousand Dollars ($35,000) be transferred from Free Cash
(Undesignated Fund Balance) to be expended by the Finance Director as Chief Procurement Officer,
with the approval of the Board of Selectmen, for the July 4th community celebration in 2019 with the
intent that said funds shall be available in FY19 in anticipation of July 4, 2019.
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:

8-0

DISCUSSION:
The Finance Committee supports the use of Free Cash in the amount of $35,000 to be expended
by the Director of Parks and Recreation for the annual 4th of July community celebration.

APPROVED__________DISAPPROVED__________
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ARTICLE 15
INSURANCE PROCEEDS
Article 15 To see whether the Town will vote to appropriate all sums over $150,000 recovered under the terms of
any insurance policy and any other insurance proceeds paid to the Town in connection with any losses suffered by
the Town or to take any other action related thereto.
Board of Selectmen
MOVED:

That the subject matter of Article 15 be indefinitely postponed.
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:

8-0

DISCUSSION: According to Massachusetts law, Town Meeting must vote to appropriate all sums over $150,000
recovered under the terms of any insurance policy. This vote allows the Town to take the insurance proceeds
received and transfer said funds to a designated account. The Finance Committee voted to recommend that this
article be indefinitely postponed as the Town has not received any insurance proceeds in excess of $150,000.
APPROVED__________DISAPPROVED__________

ARTICLE 16
VOTE TO RESCIND UNUSED BORROWING AUTHORIZATIONS
Article 16 To see if the town will vote to rescind unused borrowing authorizations previously voted by the Town, or
to take any other action related thereto.
Board of Selectmen
MOVED:
That the following unused borrowing authorizations previously voted by the Town be
hereby rescinded:
Authorized
Date

Art.

4/29/1998

23

5/8/2017

12

5/8/2017

12

Mot.

Purpose

Authorized
Debt

Bonds
Issued

Debt
Unissued

Bond
Premium
Used

To Be
Rescinded

Title V Septic
Repairs

$200,000

$0

$200,000

$0

$200,000

5

Fire Engine
Purchase

$745,000

$684,000

$61,000

$61,000

$61,000

5

Street Sweeper

$227,000

$209,000

$18,000

$18,000

$18,000

$1,172,000

$893,000

$279,000

$79,000

$279,000

Totals

FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:

7-0

DISCUSSION:
The Finance Committee voted to recommend that a total of $279,000 in unused borrowing
authority be rescinded for three projects listed above. These funds are no longer needed for these projects.
APPROVED__________DISAPPROVED__________
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ARTICLE 17
INCREASE STABILIZATION FUND
Article 17 To see what sums of money the Town will vote to raise and appropriate or transfer from any available
funds or borrow pursuant to any applicable statute, in order to increase any Stabilization Fund of the Town
established pursuant to MGL Chapter 40, section 5B, or to take any other action related thereto.
Board of Selectmen for the Finance Director
MOVED:
That the sum of Five Hundred Thousand Dollars ($500,000) be appropriated for Fiscal
Year ending June 30, 2019 to be deposited in the Town’s Stabilization Fund, and to meet this
appropriation $500,000 be hereby transferred from Free Cash (Undesignated Fund Balance) in the
treasury of the Town.
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:

9-0

DISCUSSION:
This motion transfers the sum of $500,000 from the Town’s Free Cash account to the Town’s
Stabilization Fund. In either account, the money is available for future appropriation by the voters at Town
Meeting. However, once transferred to the Stabilization Fund, it will require a two-thirds vote of Town Meeting to
appropriate the funds rather than a simple majority. The Finance Committee supports this motion to emphasize
that the money is to be held in reserve for emergency use only.

APPROVED__________DISAPPROVED__________

ARTICLE 18
INCREASE SPECIAL EDUCATION RESERVE ACCOUNT (SCHOOLS)
Article 18 To see what sums of money the Town will vote to raise and appropriate or transfer from any available
funds or borrow pursuant to any applicable statute, in order to increase the Special Education Reserve Account or
to take any other action related thereto.
Board of Selectmen for the School Committee
MOVED:
That the sum of Seven Hundred Thousand Dollars ($700,000) be appropriated to the
Special Education Reserve Account (#250) by transfer from Free Cash (Undesignated Fund Balance) in
the Treasury of the Town.
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:

9-0

DISCUSSION:
The Finance Committee voted to recommend a transfer of $700,000 from free cash to the
Special Education Stabilization Fund. Special education costs are volatile and challenging to budget for from year
to year. Additionally, state circuit breaker funds that reimburse the town for some special education expenses are
received in the year after the expenses are incurred. The Special Education Stabilization fund provides a
mechanism to set aside funds to be used to cover special education expenses that exceed the School Department’s
operating budget.

APPROVED__________DISAPPROVED__________
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ARTICLE 19
RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE COMMUNITY PRESERVATION COMMITTEE
Article 19 To see if the Town will vote to adopt and approve the recommendations of the Community
Preservation Committee for Fiscal Year 2020 and to see if the Town will vote to implement such recommendations
by appropriating a sum or sums of money from the Community Preservation Fund established pursuant to Chapter
44B of the General Laws, or otherwise to raise and appropriate, transfer from available funds or borrow pursuant to
any applicable statute a sum of money for such purposes; to authorize the Board of Selectmen, with the approval
of the Community Preservation Committee, to acquire by purchase, gift or eminent domain such real property and
property interests in the name of, or enforceable by the Town, including perpetual affordable housing restrictions,
conservation restrictions and historical preservation restrictions, and to dispose of Town property or portions
thereof or interests therein, all as may be required by the Community Preservation Act and Chapter 184 of the
General Laws and as may be necessary or appropriate to carry out the recommendations of the Community
Preservation Committee; or to take any other action related thereto.
Board of Selectmen for the Community Preservation Committee
Article 19 - COMMUNITY PRESERVATION COMMITTEE MOTION 1
MOVED:
That the sum of Thirty Thousand Dollars ($30,000) be appropriated from the FISCAL
YEAR 2020 Community Preservation Fund revenues for the administrative expenses of the Community
Preservation Committee in FISCAL YEAR 2020 provided however, that any amounts not used during the
year for administrative expense shall roll over to the general CPA fund at the end of Fiscal Year 2020.
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:

8-0

Article 19 - MOTION 1
DISCUSSION:
This motion is an annual motion appropriating funds from the Community Preservation Act (CPA)
monies to fund the administrative and operating expenses of the Community Preservation Committee. Under the
Community Preservation Act, the Town may appropriate up to five percent of the total funds collected through the
local CPA surcharge as well as state matching funds, to be used for the Committee’s administrative and operating
expenses. The sum of $30,000 is based on the total estimated receipts for fiscal year 2020. Any amounts not used
during the year for legally permitted administrative expenses or operating expenses will roll over to the general
CPA fund at the end of fiscal year 2020.
APPROVED__________DISAPPROVED__________

Article 19 - COMMUNITY PRESERVATON COMMITTEE MOTION 2
MOVED:
That the following fund transfers be hereby made in FISCAL YEAR 2020 as
recommended by the Community Preservation Committee:
A.

Sixty Five Thousand Dollars ($65,000) be transferred from FISCAL YEAR 2020 receipts
of the Community Preservation Fund into the Fund Balance Reserved for Open Space;

B.

Sixty Five Thousand Dollars ($65,000) be transferred from FISCAL YEAR 2020 receipts
of the Community Preservation Fund into the Fund Balance Reserved for Historic
Resources;

C.

Sixty Five Thousand Dollars ($65,000) be transferred from FISCAL YEAR 2020 receipts
of the Community Preservation Fund into the Fund Balance Reserved for Community
Housing; and

D.

Four Hundred Twenty Five Thousand Dollars ($425,000) be transferred from FISCAL
YEAR 2020 receipts of the Community Preservation Fund into the Undesignated Fund
Balance Reserved for Community Preservation Act.
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:
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Article 19 - MOTION 2
DISCUSSION: The Finance Committee supports this motion to transfer CPA fiscal year 2020 receipts into
designated reserve funds as allowed under the CPA, thereby allowing the Town to have these funds available for
future appropriation. Conservative estimates of FY 2020 receipts exceed $650,000 and there is a required funding
reserve of ten percent (10%) of the total receipts for each of the categories of historic preservation, open
space/recreation, and public housing. Consequently, the 10% allocation for each of these funding categories will
increase from $60,000 to $65,000 for FY 2020 while $425,000 in FY 2020 receipts will be transferred to the
undesignated reserve fund for use in any of the three funding categories.

APPROVED__________DISAPPROVED__________

Article 19 - COMMUNITY PRESERVATION COMMITTEE MOTION 3
MOVED:
That the sum of Two Hundred Ninety Thousand Dollars ($290,000) be appropriated to
be spent by the Chief Procurement Officer with the approval of the Board of Selectmen for debt service
and expenses associated with the open space land acquisition at the Paul Revere Heritage Site and to
fund this appropriation Two Hundred Ninety Thousand Dollars ($290,000) be transferred from the
Undesignated Fund Balance Reserved for Community Preservation Act.
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:

8-0

Article 19 - MOTION 3
DISCUSSION: The Finance Committee voted unanimously in support of the debt payment motion on the 10year, $2,065,500 bond for the purchase of the Paul Revere Heritage Site (approved by ATM in 2015) and
associated land improvements (ATM 2018). This motion authorizes the Town to make the first payment on the
bond in FY 2020.

APPROVED__________DISAPPROVED__________

Article 19 - COMMUNITY PRESERVATION COMMITTEE MOTION 4
MOVED:
That the sum of Fifty Five Thousand Dollars ($55,000) be appropriated to be spent by
the Chief Procurement Officer with the approval of the Board of Selectmen for the installation of
interpretive signage at the Paul Revere Heritage Site and to fund this appropriation Fifty Five Thousand
Dollars ($55,000) be transferred from the Fund Balance Reserved for Open Space and Recreation.
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:

8-0

Article 19 - MOTION 4
DISCUSSION: The Finance Committee voted unanimously in support of the Canton Community Preservation
Committee’s (CCPC) recommendation to appropriate $55,000 to create and install up to twenty-five interpretive
signs at the Paul Revere Heritage Site. The signs will provide information on the flora and fauna found on the site;
the history of the Revere family at this location; the changes to the site over time; and the recent transformation
of the property. This signage will improve the experience of visitors to this historic and natural asset in the coming
years. The applicant secured significant private funding as well as in-kind support for this capital improvement
project.

APPROVED__________DISAPPROVED__________
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Article 19 - COMMUNITY PRESERVATION COMMITTEE MOTION 5
MOVED:
That the sum of Sixty Two Thousand One Hundred Seventy One Dollars and Fifty Six
Cents ($62,171.56) be appropriated to be spent by the Chief Procurement Officer with the approval of
the Board of Selectmen for Phase One design and engineering services for the Earl Newhouse
Waterfront and to fund this appropriation Ten Thousand Dollars ($10,000) be transferred from the
Fund Balance Reserved for Open Space and Recreation and Fifty Two Thousand One Hundred Seventy
One Dollars and Fifty Six Cents ($52,171.56) be transferred from the Undesignated Fund Balance
Reserved for Community Preservation Act.
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:

8-0

Article 19 - MOTION 5
DISCUSSION:
The Finance Committee voted unanimously in support of the CCPC’s recommendation to
appropriate $62,171.56 to fund design and engineering services for the Earl Newhouse Waterfront Area. The Town
recently completed a CPA-funded master plan for the site, which sets forth a comprehensive list of desired
improvements and site amenities. Implementation of the master plan is expected to occur in phases over multiple
years. This round of funding will result in fully-developed site plans that can be used for bidding, permitting and
construction of the phase one activities specified in the master plan. These plans have the potential to enhance the
recreational use of the Newhouse waterfront area.
APPROVED__________DISAPPROVED__________

Article 19 - COMMUNITY PRESERVATION COMMITTEE MOTION 6
MOVED:
That the sum of Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000) be appropriated to be spent by the
School Committee for refinishing the basketball courts and installing new fencing at the John F.
Kennedy Elementary School basketball courts and to fund this appropriation Fifty Thousand Dollars
($50,000) be transferred from the Undesignated Fund Balance Reserved for Community Preservation
Act.
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:

8-0

Article 19 - MOTION 6
DISCUSSION:
The Finance Committee voted unanimously in support of the CCPC’s recommendation to
appropriate $50,000 to (1) replace the fencing around and (2) rehabilitate the surface of the basketball courts at
the Kennedy Elementary School. This is a priority project for the school committee as the extensively-used courts
at this location have become a safety concern. The School Committee agreed to cover project-related costs in
excess of the CPA funding amount. This rehabilitation will allow these courts to continue to help serve the
recreational needs of Canton residents and the students at the Kennedy School while also improving safety.

APPROVED__________DISAPPROVED__________
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Article 19 - COMMUNITY PRESERVATION COMMITTEE MOTION 7
MOVED:
That the sum of Eighty Thousand Dollars ($80,000) be appropriated to be spent by the
Chief Procurement Officer with the approval of the Board of Selectmen for the reconstruction and
rehabilitation of baseball and softball fields at the Duggan, Decembrele, Gibson, Walsh, Ponkapoag,
Sullivan and Ruane fields and to fund this appropriation Eighty Thousand Dollars ($80,000) be
transferred from the Undesignated Fund Balance Reserved for Community Preservation Act.
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:

8-0

Article 19 - MOTION 7
DISCUSSION:
The Finance Committee voted unanimously in support of the CCPC’s recommendation to
appropriate $80,000 to fund the reconstruction/rehabilitation of the baseball and softball facilities at Duggan,
Decembrele, Gibson, Walsh, Ponkapoag, Sullivan and Ruane fields. The scope of the project will include: restoring
fields to regulation size; rebuilding pitcher’s mounds/circles to proper location, slope and elevation; laser grading
infields; removing lips on grass edges; and installing soil, sod and/or infield mix. These capital improvement
projects will be managed by the Park & Recreation Department. These modifications will improve the utility of
these fields and will enhance the experience of residents using them.

APPROVED__________DISAPPROVED__________

Article 19 - COMMUNITY PRESERVATION COMMITTEE MOTION 8
MOVED:
That the sum of Thirty Five Thousand Dollars ($35,000) be appropriated to be spent by
the School Committee for the construction of a SHINE embankment slide at the Dean S. Luce
Elementary School and to fund this appropriation Thirty Five Thousand Dollars ($35,000) be
transferred from the Undesignated Fund Balance Reserved for Community Preservation Act.
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:

8-0

Article 19 - MOTION 8
DISCUSSION:
The Finance Committee voted unanimously in support of the CCPC’s recommendation to
appropriate $35,000 for the embankment slide(s) at the Luce School. The proposed slides will provide a unique
outdoor playground experience for users (including non-student users outside of school hours) as well as quick
access to the lower playground at this site. The slides will be installed simultaneously with separately-funded work
to construct stairs and address erosion issues, significantly reducing the cost of the overall project. There was
demonstrated public support for the project as well as tentative funding commitments from the Canton Association
of Parents and Teachers (CAPT) and the Paul R. Matthews Foundation. This slide would strengthen the local
community at the school while providing an attraction that many residents can enjoy.

APPROVED__________DISAPPROVED__________
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Article 19 - COMMUNITY PRESERVATION COMMITTEE MOTION 9
MOVED:
That the sum of Two Hundred Thousand Dollars ($200,000) be appropriated to be
spent by the Chief Procurement Officer with the approval of the Board of Selectmen to fund costs to
replace the Bolivar Pool and to fund this appropriation Two Hundred Thousand Dollars ($200,000) be
transferred from the Undesignated Fund Balance Reserved for Community Preservation Act provided
however that this appropriation shall not take effect unless a motion to fund the totality of proposed
repairs to Bolivar Pool pursuant to Article 20 of this warrant is favorably acted upon and, if applicable,
funded through favorable action by ballot of a debt exclusion override so that this motion for
Community Preservation fund appropriation becomes a component part of the overall appropriations of
the funds deemed necessary by town meeting to accomplish the totality of proposed repairs to Bolivar
Pool.
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:

9-0

Article 19 - MOTION 9
DISCUSSION:
The Finance Committee voted 9-0 in support of the CCPC’s recommendation to appropriate
$200,000 toward the replacement of the pool complex at Bolivar Pool. The existing pool and associated amenities
have been in place for more than forty years and the facility is reaching the end of its useful life. The Parks &
Recreation Department completed a design study, which provided a cost estimate for the full project of $6.1
million.
The CCPC recommendation is contingent upon the remaining project funds being secured. The
replacement of the pool complex will ensure that the residents of Canton have a state-of-the-art aquatic facility to
serve their recreational and public safety needs.

APPROVED__________DISAPPROVED__________

Article 19 - COMMUNITY PRESERVATION COMMITTEE MOTION 10
MOVED:
That the sum of Seventy Four Thousand Dollars ($74,000) be appropriated to be spent
by the Canton Housing Authority for the purpose of replacing siding at the Brayton Circle Housing
complex and to fund this appropriation Seventy Four Thousand Dollars ($74,000) be transferred from
the Fund Balance Reserved for Community Housing.
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:

8-0

Article 19 - MOTION 10
DISCUSSION: The Finance Committee voted unanimously in support of the CCPC’s recommendation to
appropriate $74,000 for the siding replacement project at the Brayton Circle Housing Complex. Brayton Circle
provides twelve units of barrier free housing for local residents with disabilities. This preservation project is on the
Canton Housing Authorities capital project plan and half of the project cost will be funded by the Department of
Housing and Community Development. One of the three pillars of the CPA is community housing and this project
will help provide safe and quality housing for the residents of the Brayton Circle Housing Complex.

APPROVED__________DISAPPROVED__________
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Article 19 - COMMUNITY PRESERVATION COMMITTEE MOTION 11
MOVED:
That the sum of Twenty Eight Thousand Dollars ($28,000) be appropriated to be spent
by the Department of Public Works for the purpose of replacing the copper roof at the Town Hall and to
fund this appropriation Twenty Eight Thousand Dollars ($28,000) be transferred from the Fund Balance
Reserved for Historic Resources.
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:

8-0

Article 19 - MOTION 11
DISCUSSION:
The Finance Committee voted unanimously in support of the CCPC’s recommendation to
appropriate $28,000 to replace the copper roof at Memorial Hall in accordance with the Department of Interior
standards for historic preservation. The replacement will maintain the historic integrity of Town Hall and will
prevent damage to the façade of this prominent public building, preventing greater repair costs later.
APPROVED__________DISAPPROVED__________

Article 19 - COMMUNITY PRESERVATION COMMITTEE MOTION 12
MOVED:
That the sum of Thirty Seven Thousand One Hundred Twenty Dollars ($37,120) be
appropriated to be spent by the Canton Historical Society for the purpose of repairing, preserving and
digitizing the documents in Volume 1 of a collection entitled Ancient Stoughton Records and to fund
this appropriation Thirty Seven Thousand One Hundred Twenty Dollars ($37,120) be transferred from
the Fund Balance Reserved for Historic Resources.
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:

8-0

Article 19 - MOTION 12
DISCUSSION: The Finance Committee voted unanimously in support of the CCPC’s recommendation to
appropriate $37,120 to repair, preserve and digitize a series of historic documents dating back to 1636. The
funding will cover the first of three volumes in the Ancient Stoughton Records collection which contains deeds,
records, letters from the Town’s earliest days. The full cost of this historic resources project is expected to be just
over $46,000. The Canton Historical Society has committed to funding the cost differential (approximately 20% of
the estimated project cost). This restoration and preservation project will help protect these original historic
documents while also making them more accessible to the public through digitization.
APPROVED__________DISAPPROVED__________

Article 19 – FINANCE COMMITTEE MOTION 13
MOVED:
That the Board of Selectmen, with the approval of the Community Preservation
Committee be hereby authorized in connection with Motions three through twelve above to acquire
such real property and property interest in the name of, or enforceable by the Town, including
conservation restrictions and to dispose of town property or portions thereof or interests therein as
may be necessary pursuant to the Community Preservation Act or appropriate to carry out the
recommendations of the Community Preservation Committee.
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:

8-0

Article 19 – MOTION 13
DISCUSSION:
This motion will authorize the Board of Selectmen to acquire interests in real estate or the
issuance of applicable restrictions upon town real estate interests as necessary for the projects set forth in motions
three through twelve of this article. This motion was recommended by Town Counsel.
APPROVED__________DISAPPROVED__________
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ARTICLE 20
BOLIVAR POOL PROJECT FUNDS APPROPRIATION
Article 20 To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, to transfer from available funds, or borrow
pursuant to any applicable statute, a sum of money, for the Board of selectmen and Building Renovation
Committee to expend for purposes of designing, permitting, environmental cleanup, reconstructing, constructing,
repairing and equipping of the Bolivar Pool located at 199 Bolivar Street, Canton, MA 02021, provided however that
any vote taken hereunder may be expressly contingent upon approval by the voters of a Proposition 2 ½ debt
exclusion question in accordance with the provisions of G.L. c.59, §21C, or take any other action related thereto.
Board of Selectmen
MOVED:

That

(a) Five Million Nine Hundred Thousand Dollars ($5,900,000) be appropriated for the purpose of
designing, permitting, environmental cleanup, reconstructing, constructing, repairing and equipping of
the town facility known as the Bolivar Pool Aquatic Center located at 199 Bolivar Street in the Town of
Canton, and to meet this appropriation the Treasurer of the Town , with the approval of the Canton
Board of Selectmen, is hereby authorized to borrow (and to issue bonds or notes of the Town
therefore) Five Million Nine Hundred Thousand Dollars ($5,900,000), provided however, that this
appropriation taken hereunder shall not take effect unless or until a ballot question is voted by the
voters to exempt the debt from the limitations of proposition two and one half so called in accordance
with the provisions of G. L. c. 59 section 21C(k), and
(b) that any premium received by the Town upon the sale of any bonds or notes approved by this vote,
less any such premium applied to the payment of costs of issuance of such bonds or notes, may be
applied to the payment of costs approved by this vote in accordance with Chapter 44, Section 20 of the
General Laws, thereby reducing the amount authorized to be borrowed or to pay such costs by a like
amount, and further
(c ) that the Canton Board of Selectmen and the Canton Building Renovations Committee are
authorized jointly to expend all sums therefore, including a separate appropriation made pursuant to
Article 19, Motion 9 of the May 13 2019 Annual Town Meeting.
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:

7-0

DISCUSSION:
The Bolivar Pool needs extensive renovations that make it more cost effective to replace the
pool. This article proposes to authorize borrowing, subject to approval of a debt exclusion override at a special
town election, to demolish the existing facility and construct a new pool, deck, bathhouse, splash pad and make
site improvements. The new pool and deck will be more accessible, including a zero entry for the pool. There will
be new and additional bath facilities as well as storage space in the building. There will be swimmers’ lanes so that
the pool can continue to be used for swim meets. The estimated cost of $6,447,719 will be offset by $340,000 in
funds already appropriated. If CPA funds of $200,000 are approved for a portion of the cost that will also decrease
the borrowing leaving a net of $5.9 million sought in this article. For the average homeowner the property tax
increase from paying off bonds of $5.9 million would be approximately $33.00 per year for 20 years. The Finance
Committee recommends approval.
The Board of Selectmen plan to hold informational meetings regarding the pool project at the Canton Public Library
on Thursday, April 25th and Monday, April 29th at 7:00 p.m.

APPROVED__________DISAPPROVED__________
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ARTICLE 21
SPECIAL TAX AGREEMENT WITH SPEAR STREET CAPITAL
Article 21 To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Board of Selectmen (a) to enter into a Special Tax
Assessment Agreement (“STA Agreement”) with Spear Street Capital for the property located at 1 Orchard Way in
Canton in the form of agreement consistent with the proposed STA Agreement on file in the Office of the Board of
Selectmen, (b) to execute the STA Agreement and any amendments and documents relating thereto on terms and
conditions determined by the Board of Selectmen to be in the best interest of the Town, and (c) to undertake any
actions deemed by the Board of Selectmen to be necessary to effectuate the STA Agreement, including but not
limited to submitting to Massachusetts’ Economic Assistance Coordinating Council (EACC), the STA Agreement
and all such documents and information necessary to have the EACC approve the STA Agreement and certify a
project consistent with the STA Agreement; to determine that the project authorized by the STA Agreement is
consistent with the Town’s economic development objectives and is likely to increase or retain employment
opportunities for Town residents; or to take any other action related thereto.
Board of Selectmen
MOVED:

That the Board of Selectmen be hereby authorized

(a) to enter into a Special Tax Assessment Agreement (“STA Agreement”) with Spear Street Capital for
the property located at 1 Orchard Way in Canton in the form of agreement consistent with the proposed
STA Agreement on file in the Office of the Board of Selectmen,
(b) to execute the STA Agreement and any amendments and documents relating thereto on terms and
conditions determined by the Board of Selectmen to be in the best interest of the Town, and
(c) to undertake any actions deemed by the Board of Selectmen to be necessary to effectuate the STA
Agreement, including but not limited to submitting to Massachusetts’ Economic Assistance
Coordinating Council (EACC), the STA Agreement and all such documents and information necessary to
have the EACC approve the STA Agreement and certify a project consistent with the STA Agreement; to
determine that the project authorized by the STA Agreement is consistent with the Town’s economic
development objectives and is likely to increase or retain employment opportunities for Town
residents.”
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:

9-0

DISCUSSION:
The Finance Committee recommends approval of this article, which relates to the property
formerly owned by Reebok. Reebok had a 20 year Tax Increment Financing agreement with the town for the land
and buildings which is due to expire soon. This article would approve a five year special tax assessment agreement
between the Town and 1895 JW Owner, LLC, also known as Spear Street Capital, the new owner of the property. it
provides for a tax abatement on the buildings only, of 50% the first year, 40% the second year, 30% the third
year, 20% the fourth year, and 10% the fifth year. The agreement has been approved by the Board of Selectmen
and the Board of Assessors, and will encourage re-investment in the buildings and creation of new jobs.

APPROVED__________DISAPPROVED__________
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ARTICLE 22
AMEND GENERAL BY-LAW RELATIVE TO THE COMPOSITION OF THE MAPPING COMMISSION
Article 22 To see if the Town will Amend General By-law Article 16 Section 17(b) by changing the wording
regarding the composition as follows:
By striking “The Mapping Commission shall consist of the Superintendent of Public Works, the head of the
engineering division within the Department of Public Works, the Town Planner and the Information Systems
Manager who shall serve by virtue of their office as
members of the Mapping Commission.”
And adding “The Mapping Commission shall consist of Town Engineer within the Department of Public Works, the
Town Planner, the GIS Coordinator, and the Information Systems Manager who shall serve by virtue of their office
as members of the Mapping Commission.” or to take any other action related thereto.
Board of Selectmen
MOVED:

That General By-law Article 16 Section 17(b) be amended as printed in the warrant.
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:

8-0

DISCUSSION: The Mapping Commission will replace the Superintendent of the Department of Public Works with
the Town Engineer within the Department of Public Works. Also, the Mapping Commission will add a GIS
Coordinator. The Town Planner will remain with the Mapping Commission.
APPROVED__________DISAPPROVED__________

ARTICLE 23
AUTHORIZE A FIVE (5) YEAR LEASE FOR FIRE DEPARTMENT EQUIPMENT STORAGE
Article 23 To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Board of Selectmen to enter into a lease for a term of up to
five (5) years for rental of a storage facility to be used to store Fire Department Equipment and to see if the Town
will vote to raise and appropriate, transfer from available funds or free cash, or borrow pursuant to any applicable
statute, a sum of money necessary to pay such lease costs or to take any other action related thereto.
Board of Selectmen
MOVED:
That the Board of Selectmen be authorized to enter into a lease for a term of up to five
(5) years for rental of a storage facility to be used to store Fire Department Equipment and that Fifty
Thousand Dollars ($50,000) be appropriated from the Ambulance Receipts Reserved for Appropriation
Account to be spent by the Board of Selectmen for this purpose.
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:

8-0

DISCUSSION:
The Finance Committee voted to recommend an appropriation of $50,000 from the Ambulance
Fund to establish a short term lease agreement of up to five years, on a 4500 square foot garage space. This lease
should not exceed five years and the total amount of $250,000. Due to the influx of required equipment and the
increased sizes of fire apparatus over the past 10-15 years, the Fire Department is out of storage space. This
rented space will be used to store the fire alarm boom truck, a service truck, emergency lighting, an air cascade
trailer, and will also include a mechanics bay for auto repairs, thus freeing up a bay at the fire department
headquarters. The use of this storage facility is a short-term solution, as a decision will need to be made to
construct additional storage at one of the existing fire stations or build a third fire station.
APPROVED__________DISAPPROVED__________
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ARTICLE 24
ADOPT MUNICIPAL MODERNIZATION ACT PERTAINING TO THE ESTABLISHMENT OF SPEED LIMITS AND
SAFETY ZONES
Article 24 To see if the Town adopt Municipal Modernization Act, Chapter 218 of the Acts of 2016 sections 193 and
194, pertaining to the establishment of speed limits and safety zones, as follows:
Section 193 Chapter 90 of the General Laws is hereby amended by inserting after section 17B the following
section:Section 17C. (a) Notwithstanding section 17 or any other general or special law to the contrary, the city
council, the transportation commissioner of the city of Boston, the board of selectmen, park commissioners, a
traffic commission or traffic director of a city or town that accepts this section in the manner provided in section 4
of chapter 4 may, in the interests of public safety and without further authority, establish a speed limit of 25 miles
per hour on any roadway inside a thickly settled or business district in the city or town on any way that is not a
state highway.
(b) Upon establishing a speed limit under this section, the city or town shall notify the department. The
operation of a motor vehicle at a speed in excess of a speed limit established under this section shall be a violation
of section 17.
SECTION 194. Said chapter 90 is hereby further amended by inserting after section 18A the following section:Section 18B. (a) Notwithstanding section 18 or any other general or special law to the contrary, the city
council, the transportation commissioner of the city of Boston, the board of selectmen, park commissioners, a
traffic commission or traffic director of a city or town that accepts this section in the manner provided in section 4
of chapter 4 may, in the interests of public safety and without further authority, establish designated safety zones
on, at or near any way in the city or town which is not a state highway, and with the approval of the department if
the same is a state highway. Such safety zones shall be posted as having a speed limit of 20 miles per hour.
(b) The operation of a motor vehicle in such zone at a speed exceeding the speed limit established under this
section shall be a violation of section 17.
Board of Selectmen
MOVED:
That section 193 and section 194 of chapter 2018 of the Acts of 2016 be hereby
accepted by and for the Town of Canton.
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:

8-0

DISCUSSION:
The Finance Committee recommends approval of this Article, which will accept two provisions of
the Municipal Modernization Act that allow the Board of Selectmen to set certain speed limits without having to
obtain state approval first. The first provision allows the Board of Selectmen to set a speed limit of 25 miles per
hour on any roadway inside a thickly settled or business district in the town that is not a state highway. The
second allows the Board of Selectmen to establish "safety zones" which will have a speed limit of 20 miles per hour
on any roadway that is not a state highway.
APPROVED__________DISAPPROVED__________

ARTICLE 25
AMEND BY-LAW REGARDING FINES AND PENALTIES FOR VIOLATING DOG LICENSING REGULATIONS
Article 25 To see if the Town will amend the Town of Canton By-Law Article 14 Section 39 Sub-section 9 regarding
dog licensing regulations as follows: (a) Failure to License a Dog in a timely manner by striking $25 and adding
$50 or to take any other action related thereto.
Board of Selectmen
MOVED:
That the Town amend the Town of Canton By-Law Article 14 Section 39 Sub-section 9
regarding dog licensing regulations as follows: (a) Failure to License a Dog in a timely manner by
striking $25 and adding $50.
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:

8-0

DISCUSSION:
The Finance Committee voted to recommend the fines for failing to license a dog in a timely
manner be increased from $25 to $50. This fee was set many years ago and an increase is warranted at this time.
APPROVED__________DISAPPROVED__________
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ARTICLE 26
GRANTING AND ACCEPTING OF EASEMENTS AT THE CANTON AQUATIC CENTER AND WATERFALL HILLS
AT CANTON
Article 26 To see if the town will vote to authorize the Board of Selectmen to lease, convey, transfer sell, or grant
an easement providing a right of way across certain land of the Town of Canton upon which is located the Canton
Aquatic Center, 199 Bolivar Street in the Town of Canton being Map 41, Parcel 41, for Waterfall Hills at Canton LLC
to access the land upon which Waterfall Hills at Canton LLC is located, being Map 41, Parcels 37, 42, and 94 upon
such terms as the Board of Selectmen may determine as being in the best interests of the town;
to authorize the Board of Selectmen to acquire by purchase, gift, or eminent domain certain easements for walking
trails for recreational use upon the land of Waterfall Hills at Canton, LLC being Map 41, Parcels 37, 52 and 94 of
equivalent or more area then the land being granted by the Town;
to raise and appropriate, transfer from available funds or borrow pursuant to any applicable statue, a sum of
money to carry out the foregoing; and further
to petition the General Court of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts for special legislation set forth below as a
Home rule Petition to authorize the disposition of the right of way easement access land across land acquired by
the town for Article 97 purposes, and to authorize the General Court to make changes to the language below to
carry out the objectives of this Home Rule Petition, as follows:
An Act Authorizing the Town of Canton to Grant a Right of Way Access Easement across Article 97 Land
1. The Board of Selectmen of the Town of Canton is hereby authorized to lease, convey, transfer, sell, or
grant a right of way access easement for residential purposes across land acquired by the town for Article
97 purposes of recreation and open space, such land described as the Canton Aquatic Center, located at
199 Bolivar Street in the Town of Canton, Map 41, Parcel 41, in mitigation of which the Town of Canton is
to acquire certain recreational trail easements across the land of the grantee of said right of way access
easement of equivalent or more area.
2. This Act shall take effect upon enactment.
Or take any other action related thereto
Board of Selectmen
MOVED:
That the Board of Selectmen be authorized to lease, convey, transfer sell, or grant an
easement providing a right of way across certain land of the Town of Canton upon which is located the
Canton Aquatic Center, 199 Bolivar Street in the Town of Canton being Map 41, Parcel 41, for Waterfall
Hills at Canton LLC to access the land upon which Waterfall Hills at Canton LLC is located, being Map
41, Parcels 37, 42, and 94 upon such terms as the Board of Selectmen may determine as being in the
best interests of the town;
and that the Board of Selectmen be authorized to acquire by purchase, gift, or eminent domain certain
easements for walking trails for recreational use upon the land of Waterfall Hills at Canton, LLC being
Map 41, Parcels 37, 52 and 94 of equivalent or more area then the land being granted by the Town;
and that the Board of Selectmen be authorized to petition the General Court of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts for special legislation set forth below as a Home rule Petition to authorize the
disposition of the right of way easement access land across land acquired by the town for Article 97
purposes, to authorize the General Court to make changes to the language below to carry out the
objectives of this Home Rule Petition, as follows:
An Act Authorizing the Town of Canton to Grant a Right of Way Access Easement across Article 97 Land
1. The Board of Selectmen of the Town of Canton is hereby authorized to lease, convey, transfer, sell,
or grant a right of way access easement for residential purposes across land acquired by the town for
Article 97 purposes of recreation and open space, such land described as the Canton Aquatic Center,
located at 199 Bolivar Street in the Town of Canton, Map 41, Parcel 41, in mitigation of which the Town
of Canton is to acquire certain recreational trail easements across the land of the grantee of said right
of way access easement of equivalent or more area.
2. This Act shall take effect upon enactment.”
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:
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DISCUSSION: The Finance Committee voted unanimously to support the grant by the Town to the owner of
Waterfall Hills (Chestnut Hill Realty, aka CHR) an easement for exclusive rights to 5,110 SF over a portion of town
land to move their entrance driveway. CHR will build and maintain the driveway and have sole use of the driveway.
In exchange for this easement, CHR will grant the Town an easement over 20,440 SF of land for walking trails.
In addition to the land for walking trails, CHR will gift to the Town the landscaping at the entrance to the Aquatic
Center (Town Pool). The estimated value is $200,000 and the landscaping design shall be submitted to and
approved by the Town. CHR will also maintain the landscaping at an annual estimated cost of $10,000 annually and
will allow signage on their land for the walking trails. CHR will make necessary submissions to various permitting
boards and agrees that design of the project will not interfere with the Bolivar pool. CHR has pledged not to build
any additional apartments on the site and will agree, in conjunction with the Town, to a development restriction to
be filed with the Registry of Deeds.
For its part, the town will build and maintain the walking trails. The town will also request a Home Rule petition to
allow the easement on the Parks and Recreation land and the Town will support two signs at the entrance to the
CHR property, subject to the sign by-law and with ZBA approval.
APPROVED__________DISAPPROVED__________

ARTICLE 27
ACCEPTANCE OF PROPOSED NEW BY-LAW REGARDING PLASTIC SHOPPING BAG REDUCTION
Article 27 To see if the Town will vote to accept a new by-law as follows:
Plastic Bag Reduction By-law
SECTION 1 DEFINITIONS: The following words shall, unless the context clearly requires otherwise, have the
following meanings:
“Director”, the Director of Health.
“ASTM D6400”, the American Society for Testing and Materials (ASTM) International “Standard Specification for
Compostable Plastics”.
“ASTM D7801”, ASTM International “Standard Specification for Biodegradable Plastics in the Marine Environment”.
“Checkout bag”, a carryout bag provided by a store to a customer at the point of sale. Checkout bags shall not
include bags, whether plastic or not, in which loose produce or products are placed by the consumer to deliver such
items to the point of sale or check out area of the store.
“Compostable plastic bag”, a plastic bag that (1) conforms to the current ASTM D6400 for compostability; (2) is
certified and labeled as meeting the ASTM D6400 standard specification by a recognized verification entity; and (3)
conforms to any other standards deemed acceptable by this section.
“Department”, the municipal Department of Health
“Marine-degradable plastic bag”, a plastic bag that conforms to the current ASTM D7801 standard specification for
marine degradability; and conforms to any other standards deemed acceptable by the Department, provided
additional, Department-approved standards are as stringent as ASTM D7801.
“Recyclable Paper Bag” means a paper bag that is (1) 100 percent recyclable including the handles; (2) contains at
least 40% post-consumer recycled paper content; and (3) displays the words “recyclable” and “made from 40%
post-consumer recycled content” (or other applicable amount) in a visible manner on the outside of the bag.
“Retail establishment”, any retail space located in the town including without limitation a restaurant, food or ice
cream truck, convenience store, retail pharmacy, or supermarket.
“Reusable checkout bag”, a sewn bag with stitched handles that (1) can carry 25 pounds over a distance of 300
feet; (2) is either (a) made of cloth or other machine washable fabric; or (b) made of plastic other than
polyethylene (HDPE, LDPE, PETE, etc.) or polyvinyl chloride that is durable, non-toxic, and generally considered a
food-grade material that is more than 4 mils thick.
SECTION 2 REQUIREMENTS: (a) If any retail establishment as defined in section 1 provides a checkout bag to
customers, the bag shall comply with the requirements of being either a recyclable paper bag, a compostable and
marine-degradable plastic bag, or a reusable checkout bag. (b) The Director may promulgate rules and regulations
to implement this section.
SECTION 3 PENALTIES AND ENFORCEMENT: (a) Each Retail Establishment shall comply with this by-law. (1) If
it is determined that a violation has occurred the Director shall issue a warning notice to the Retail Establishment
for the initial violation. (2) If an additional violation of this by-law has occurred within one year after a warning
notice has been issued for an initial violation, the Director shall issue a notice of violation and shall impose a
penalty against the retail establishment. (3) The penalty for each violation that occurs after the issuance of the
warning notice shall be no more than: (A) $50 for the first offense (B) $100 for the second offense and all
subsequent offenses. Payment of such fines may be enforced through civil action in the state District Court. (4) No
more than one (1) penalty shall be imposed upon a Retail Establishment within a seven (7) calendar day period.
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(5) A Retail Establishment shall have fifteen (15) calendar days after the date that a notice of violation is issued to
pay the penalty.
SECTION 4 EFFECTIVE DATE: All of the requirements set forth in this by-law shall take effect within six months
of passage. In the event that compliance with the effective date of this by-law is not feasible for a small retail
establishment, because of economic hardship, the Department may grant a waiver of not more than six months
upon application of the owner or the owner’s representative.
SECTION 5 SEVERABILITY: It is the intention of this law that each separate provision of this Chapter shall be
deemed independent of all other provisions herein, and it is further the intention that if any provision of this
Chapter be declared to be invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, the remaining provisions of this Chapter
shall remain valid and enforceable.
Michael Rose and 20 others
MOVED:
That Article XVI of the Town of Canton General Bylaws be amended by adding the
following Section 25:
Article XVI: Section 25: Plastic Bag Reduction Bylaw
Subsection 1. Purpose
The purpose of this Bylaw is to protect the Town’s natural beauty and irreplaceable natural resources
by reducing the number of single-use, thin-film, plastic check-out bags that are distributed and used in
the Town of Canton and to promote the use of reusable bags.
Subsection 2. Definitions
The following words shall, unless the context clearly requires otherwise, have the following meanings:
a.
b.
c.
d.

e.

f.
g.

h.

i.
j.

“Director” shall mean the Director of the Canton Board of Health.
“ASTM D6400”shall mean the American Society for Testing and Materials (ASTM) International
“Standard Specification for Compostable Plastics”.
“ASTM D7081”shall mean ASTM International “Standard Specification for Biodegradable
Plastics in the Marine Environment”.
“Checkout Bag” shall mean a carryout bag provided by a store to a customer at the point of
sale. “Checkout Bag” shall not include bags, whether plastic or not, in which loose produce or
products are placed by the consumer to deliver such items to the point of sale or check out area
of the store.
“Compostable Plastic Bag” shall mean a plastic bag that (1) conforms to the current ASTM
D6400 for compostability; (2) is certified and labeled as meeting the ASTM D6400 standard
specification by a recognized verification entity; and (3) conforms to any other standards
deemed acceptable by this section.
“Department” shall mean the Town of Canton Board of Health.
“Marine-degradable Plastic Bag” shall mean a plastic bag that conforms to the current ASTM
D7081 standard specification for marine degradability; and conforms to any other standards
deemed acceptable by the Department, provided additional, Department-approved standards
are as stringent as ASTM D7081.
"Recyclable Paper Bag" shall mean a paper bag that is (1) 100% recyclable including the
handles; (2) contains at least 100% post-consumer recycled paper content; and, (3) displays
the words "recyclable" and "made from 100% post-consumer recycled content" in a visible
manner on the outside of the bag.
“Retail Establishment” shall mean any retail space located in the town including without
limitation a restaurant, food or ice cream truck, convenience store, retail pharmacy, or
supermarket.
“Reusable Checkout Bag” shall mean a sewn bag with stitched handles that (1) can carry 25
pounds over a distance of 300 feet; (2) is either (a) made of cloth or other machine washable
fabric; or (b) made of plastic other than polyethylene (HDPE, LDPE, PETE, etc.) or polyvinyl
chloride that is durable, non-toxic, and generally considered a food-grade material that is more
than 4 mils in thickness.

Subsection 3. Regulated Conduct
a.
b.

If any Retail Establishment provides a Checkout Bag to customers, the Checkout Bag shall
comply with the requirements of being either a Recyclable Paper Bag, a Compostable Plastic
Bag, a Marine-degradable Plastic Bag, or a Reusable Checkout Bag.
The Department may adopt and amend rules and regulations to effectuate the purposes of this
bylaw.
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Subsection 4. Enforcement and Penalties
a.
b.
c.
d.

e.
f.
g.

The Department, the Director or the Director’s designee, or the Board of Selectmen’s designee,
shall have the authority to administer and enforce this bylaw.
Violations of this bylaw may be enforced in accordance with Article 1, Section 2 of the General
Bylaws of the Town of Canton.
For the first violation, the enforcing authority, upon a determination that a violation has
occurred, shall issue a written warning notice to the Retail Establishment specifying the
violation.
The penalty for each violation that occurs after the issuance of the warning notice shall be:
(1) $50 for the first offense
(2) $100 for the second offense
(3) $200 for the third and all subsequent offenses
No more than one (1) penalty shall be imposed upon a Retail Establishment within a seven (7)
calendar day period.
A Retail Establishment shall have fifteen (15) calendar days after the date that a notice of
violation is issued to pay the penalty.
Fines shall be cumulative and each day on which a violation occurs shall constitute a separate
offense.

Subsection 5. Effective Date
a.

b.
c.

This bylaw shall take effect within six months from approval of the bylaw by the Attorney
General or on November 1, 2019, whichever is later, for Retail Establishments with a floor area
equal to or exceeding 3,500 square feet or with at least two (2) locations under the same name
within the Town of Canton that total 3500 square feet or more.
This bylaw shall take effect one (1) year from approval of the by law by the Attorney General
for Retail Establishments with a floor area less than 3,500 square feet.
The Director or his designee may grant a waiver of not more than six months if a Retail
Establishment requires additional time in order to draw down on existing inventory of thin-film,
single use plastic check-out bags.

Subsection 6. Severability
a.

It is the intention of this law that each separate provision of this bylaw shall be deemed
independent of all other provisions herein, and it is further the intention that if any provision of
this bylaw be declared to be invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, the remaining
provisions of this bylaw shall remain valid and enforceable.
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:

7-0

DISCUSSION:
The goal of this by-law is to eliminate Thin-Film Plastic Checkout Bags at Retail Establishments in
Canton. A Checkout Bag is a carryout bag provided by the Retail Establishment to a customer at the point of sale.
The Board of Selectmen and the Town Administrator stated that the Board of Health and Health Agent will be
responsible for enforcing this new by-law, with support from the Department of Public Works. This additional duty
will not require any additional personnel beyond current staffing. The Finance Committee voted unanimously to
support this motion.

APPROVED__________DISAPPROVED__________
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ARTICLE 28
ADOPT CHAPTER 337 OF THE ACTS OF 2018 (THE “ACT”), THE SHORT-TERM RENTAL BILL
Article 28 To see if the Town will vote to adopt Chapter 337 of the Acts of 2018 Relative to the Short Term Rental
of residential property made through internet hosting platforms such as, but not limited to, Airbnb, and to see if
the Town will vote to amend its General Bylaws, Zoning Bylaws, or Zoning Map for the purposes of regulating such
Rentals by the Board of Selectmen including, but not limited to, the following provisions:
-

Limiting such rental use to a certain number of days per year,

Requiring the excise tax collected under MGL c. 64G section 3A to be paid by the occupant, collected by the
operator pursuant to MGL c. 64G sections 4-5
Imposing a community impact fee on the operator of not more than 3% of the total amount of rent for each
transfer of occupancy’
Requiring the operator to pay community impact fees to the Town monthly and to dedicate not less than 35%
of revenue collected to affordable housing or local infrastructure projects.
Regulating the existence or location of operators including the class of operator and number of operators and
number of local licenses or permits issued to operators
Requiring the licensing or registration of operators within the Town in accordance with section 67 of chapter
62C or by the issuance of a provisional license or registration permitting accommodations on a temporary or
seasonal basis’
Requiring operators to demonstrate that such properties are not subject to any outstanding building,
electrical, plumbing, mechanical, fire, health, housing, or zoning code enforcement violations, notices to cure,
orders of abatement, cease and desist order, or correction notices’
Requiring properties to be used by operators to undergo health and safety inspections and to establish
charges and fees therefore, and to determine the frequency of said inspections,
-

Establishing a civil penalty for violation of any regulation or Bylaw,

-

Empowering the Board of Selectmen to adopt rules and regulations relative to short term rentals,

Establishing a reasonable fee to cover the costs of local administration and enforcement of regulating
operators and accommodations
Requiring an operator to post inside each unit locations of fire extinguishers, gas shut off valves, fire exits,
and fire alarms in the building’
-

Requiring the Town to publish a registry of all short term, rental accommodations in the Town’

Requiring an operator to have liability insurance in an amount not less than $100,000,00.00 unless the rental
is offered through a hosting platform that offers equal or greater coverage, and to require operators to notify their
carrier of the use of the premises as a short term rentals, or to take any other action in relation thereto
Board of Selectmen
MOVED:

That Chapter 337 of the Acts of 2018 be accepted by and for the Town.

FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:
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DISCUSSION: The Finance Committee recommends adoption of this article. Chapter 337 of the Acts of 2018,
"An Act Regulating and Insuring Short-term Rentals", was signed by the Governor on December 28, 2018. Many of
the provisions of the Act are effective without Town acceptance; however, there are some provisions, particularly
related to the ability of the Town to impose a local tax on short-term rentals that require local acceptance by the
Town. The Finance Committee has been informed that further study and consideration are needed before proposed
by-law changes are submitted to Town Meeting for approval, so this motion does not propose any by-law changes
at this time, just acceptance of the statute.

APPROVED__________DISAPPROVED__________

ARTICLE 29
AMEND ZONING BY-LAWS SECTION 11.0 DEFINITIONS
Article 29 To see if the Town will vote to amend Zoning By-Laws Section 11.0 as follows, with new word
definitions being incorporated into the existing text in order alphabetically with the existing word definitions:
1. By adding the definition of “Boarding or lodging houses” under the Dwelling definition as follows:
Dwelling, Boarding or Lodging House: a lodging house licensed under section 23 of chapter 140 and where
rooms are let to four or more unrelated persons. A lodging house may or may not be owner-occupied. A
boarding or lodging house is not a hotel, motel, short-term rental, long-term care facility, or group home.
2.

By adding the definition of “Short-term rental” as follows:
Short-term rental, non-intensive: an owner-occupied, tenant-occupied or non-owner occupied property
including, but not limited to, an apartment, house, cottage, condominium or a furnished accommodation that
is not a hotel, motel, lodging house or bed and breakfast establishment, where: (i) at least 1 room or unit is
rented to an occupant or sub-occupant; (ii) all accommodations are reserved in advance; provided, however,
that a private owner-occupied property shall be considered a single unit if leased or rented as such. (iii) A
short-term rental for the purposes of this Bylaw is the same definition as set forth in Chapter 337 of the Acts
of 2018 as a rental that is not for more than 31 consecutive calendar days per occupant and does not include
long-term rentals such as leases. Non-intensive short-term rentals are rented out for a period of 14 days or
less in one calendar year.

Short-term rental, intensive: an owner-occupied, tenant-occupied or non-owner occupied property
including, but not limited to, an apartment, house, cottage, condominium or a furnished accommodation that
is not a hotel, motel, lodging house or bed and breakfast establishment, where: (i) at least 1 room or unit is
rented to an occupant or sub-occupant; (ii) all accommodations are reserved in advance; provided, however,
that a private owner-occupied property shall be considered a single unit if leased or rented as such. (iii) A
short-term rental for the purposes of this Bylaw is the same definition as set forth in Chapter 337 of the Acts
of 2018 as a rental that is not for more than 31 consecutive calendar days per occupant and does not include
long-term rentals such as leases. Intensive short-term rentals are rented out for a period of greater than 14
days in one calendar year.
Or to take any other action related thereto.
Board of Selectmen for Planning Board
Commentary: The goal of this and related zoning articles is to modernize Canton’s zoning regulations around
short-term rental of residential property made through internet hosting platforms such as, but not limited to,
AirBnB. The goal of this and related zoning articles is to modernize Canton’s zoning regulations around short-term
rental of residential property made through internet hosting platforms such as, but not limited to, AirBnB. A shortterm rental is a rental that is not for more than 31 consecutive calendar days per occupant, and does not include
long-term rentals such as leases.
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PLANNING BOARD MOTION:
MOVED:
That Zoning By-Laws Section 11.0 be amended as follows, with new word definitions
being incorporated into the existing text in order alphabetically with the existing word definitions:
By adding the definition of “Boarding or lodging houses” under the Dwelling definition as follows:
Dwelling, Boarding or Lodging House: a lodging house licensed under section 23 of chapter 140 and
where rooms are let to four or more unrelated persons. A lodging house may or may not be owneroccupied. A boarding or lodging house is not a hotel, motel, short-term rental, long-term care
facility, or group home.
PLANNING BOARD VOTE:

5-0

FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION:
MOVED:
The Finance Committee recommends that the motion presented by the Planning Board
to Town Meeting for Article 29 as written in the warrant be adopted.

FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:

7-0

PLANNING BOARD DISCUSSION:
On March 6th, 2019, the Planning Board discussed the proposed article
to amend the Zoning By-laws Section 11.0. The goal of this and related town meeting articles is to modernize
Canton’s regulations around short-term rental of residential property made through internet hosting platforms such
as, but not limited to, AirBnB. A short-term rental is a rental that is not for more than 31 consecutive calendar days
per occupant and does not include long-term rentals such as leases. The proposed zoning bylaw has been reviewed
and changes made, as suggested by the Town Planner, and Planning Board.
After discussion, the Planning Board felt they wanted the Town regulations on short-term rentals to be finalized
before they added any definitions or zoning use changes. They voted to only define what is currently in the zoning
bylaws for Boarding/Lodging houses, and to strike the second item in the motion. Our current zoning bylaws also
allow for “the renting of rooms or the furnishing of table board in a dwelling to not more than two (2) persons
other than members of the family (whether regular or transient)”.

FINANCE COMMITTEE DISCUSSION:
Originally, this Article addressed definitions related to the Short-Term
Rental Bill – see Article 28. However, the Planning Board decided to defer these definitions until the vote results of
Article 28 on Town Meeting floor are known. What remains in this Article addresses definitions concerning zoning
bylaws related to Boarding and Lodging Houses. The Finance Committee unanimously supported this motion as
written.

APPROVED__________DISAPPROVED__________
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ARTICLE 30
AMEND ZONING BY-LAWS SECTION 3.1.4 TABLE OF USE REGULATIONS
Article 30 To see if the Town will vote to amend Zoning By-laws Section 3.1.4 Table of Use Regulations as follows
or take any other action related thereto.
1. By amending the Zoning By-laws Section 3.1.4, Table of Use Regulations, Section A Residential Uses changing
the title to the principal use of “Boarding or lodging house, convalescent or nursing home, tourist home” to
state “Boarding or lodging house” but not changing any zones for principal use.
Principal Use
SR GR
A. Residential Uses
Boarding or lodging house2
N
BA
2. See Section 8.3 for special regulations
2.

B

CB

LI

LI(B)

LI(C)

I

POS

Y

Y

N

N

N

N

N

By amending the Zoning By-laws Section 3.1.4, Table of Use Regulations, Section J Accessory Uses by adding
the principle use zones for “Short term rentals, non-intensive” by allowing their use by right in all Single
Family zones, General Residence zones, Business and Central Business zones(if rented for 14 calendar days a
year or less), and “Short-term rental, intensive” by special permit in Single Family zones and General
Residence zones( if rented for greater than 14 calendar days a year), and allowed by right in Business and
Central Business zones. Short term rentals non-intensive and intensive would not be allowed in Limited
Industrial zones (LI, LI-B, or LI-C), Industrial Zones, or Parkland and Open Space, as stated below.

J. Accessory Uses
Short-term rental, non-intensive
Short-term rental, intensive
Board of Selectmen for Planning

SR GR
Y
Y
BA BA
Board

B
Y
Y

CB
Y
Y

LI
N
N

LI(B)
N
N

LI(C)
N
N

I
N
N

POS
N
N

Commentary: The goal of this and related zoning articles is to modernize Canton’s zoning regulations around
short-term rental of residential property made through internet hosting platforms such as, but not limited to,
AirBnB. A short-term rental is a rental that is not for more than 31 consecutive calendar days per occupant, and
does not include long-term rentals such as leases.
PLANNING BOARD MOTION
MOVED:

That Zoning By-laws Section 3.1.4 Table of Use Regulations be amended as follows:

By amending the Zoning By-laws Section 3.1.4, Table of Use Regulations, Section A Residential Uses
changing the title to the principal use of “Boarding or lodging house, convalescent or nursing home,
tourist home” to state “Boarding or lodging house” but not changing any zones for principal use.
Principal Use
SR GR B
A. Residential Uses
Boarding or lodging house2
N
BA Y
2. See Section 8.3 for special regulations

CB

LI

LI(B)

LI(C)

I

POS

Y

N

N

N

N

N

PLANNING BOARD VOTE:

5-0

FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION:
MOVED:
The Finance Committee recommends that the motion presented by the Planning Board
to Town Meeting for Article 30 as written in the warrant be adopted.
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:
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PLANNING BOARD DISCUSSION:
On March 6th, 2019, the Planning Board discussed the proposed article
to amend the Zoning By-laws Section 3.1.4. The goal of this and related town meeting articles is to modernize
Canton’s regulations around short-term rental of residential property made through internet hosting platforms such
as, but not limited to, AirBnB. A short-term rental is a rental that is not for more than 31 consecutive calendar days
per occupant and does not include long-term rentals such as leases. The proposed zoning bylaw has been reviewed
and changes made, as suggested by the Town Planner, and Planning Board.
After discussion, the Planning Board felt they wanted the Town regulations on short-term rentals to be finalized
before they added any definitions or zoning use changes. They voted to only define what is currently in the zoning
bylaws for Boarding/Lodging houses, and to strike the second item in the motion. Our current zoning bylaws also
allow for “the renting of rooms or the furnishing of table board in a dwelling to not more than two (2) persons
other than members of the family (whether regular or transient)” by right in residential zones.
FINANCE COMMITTEE DISCUSSION:
Originally, this Article addressed table of use regulations related to
the Short-Term Rental Bill – see Article 28. However, the Planning Board decided to defer these regulations until
the vote results of Article 28 on Town Meeting floor are known. What remains in this Article addresses table of use
regulations concerning zoning bylaws related to Boarding and Lodging Houses. The Finance Committee
unanimously supported this article as written.

APPROVED__________DISAPPROVED__________

ARTICLE 31
ACCEPTANCE OF CEDARCREST ROAD EXTENSION AS A TOWN WAY
Article 31 To see if the Town will vote to accept Cedarcrest Road Extension as a town way, as recommended by
the Planning Board and laid out by the Board of Selectmen pursuant to G.L. c. 41 and c. 82; to authorize the Board
of Selectmen to acquire by purchase, gift, or eminent domain such land and easements for the creation,
maintenance and operation of a public way, including but not limited to easements for access, grading, drainage,
sloping, construction and utilities, in all or any portions of the parcels listed below; to see if the Town will vote to
appropriate, borrow pursuant to any applicable statute or transfer from available funds, a sum of money for such
purposes; and further to authorize the Board of Selectmen and Town officers to take any and all related actions
necessary or appropriate to carry out the purposed of this article; or to take any other action related thereto.
Property Address
80 Cedarcrest Road
90 Cedarcrest Road
100 Cedarcrest Road
Board of Selectmen
MOVED:

Town Assessor ID
Map19, Parcel 15
Map 19, Parcel 16
Map 19, Parcel 18

That the subject matter of Article 31 be indefinitely postponed.
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:

9-0

PLANNING BOARD DISCUSSION:
On February 6th and again on March 6th, 2019, the Planning Board
discussed the proposed article to accept Cedarcrest Road Extension as a Town Way. It was agreed that the road
had met all the requirements and process to become a Town Way, and that any remaining issues were minor
paperwork requirements. The Board felt confident remaining paperwork could be completed in advance of Town
Meeting. The Planning Board has no changes in the text of the motion.
FINANCE COMMITTEE DISCUSSION:
The Finance Committee voted unanimously to recommend that Article
31 be indefinitely postponed. The completion of the as-built plan and the work associated with the order of
conditions is still outstanding, thus a certificate of completion has yet to be established. Further discussions are
scheduled to occur at the April 30, 2019 Board of Selectmen meeting.

APPROVED__________DISAPPROVED__________
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ARTICLE 32
ACCEPTANCE OF BEATRICE WAY AS A TOWN WAY
Article 32 To see if the Town will vote to accept Beatrice Way as a town way, as recommended by the Planning
Board and laid out by the Board of Selectmen pursuant to G.L. c. 41 and c. 82; to authorize the Board of
Selectmen to acquire by purchase, gift, or eminent domain such land and easements for the creation, maintenance
and operation of a public way, including but not limited to easements for access, grading, drainage, sloping,
construction and utilities, in all or any portions of the parcels listed below; to see if the Town will vote to
appropriate, borrow pursuant to any applicable statute or transfer from available funds, a sum of money for such
purposes; and further to authorize the Board of Selectmen and Town officers to take any and all related actions
necessary or appropriate to carry out the purposed of this article; or to take any other action related thereto.
Property Address
0 Beatrice Way
0 Beatrice Way
10 Beatrice Way
15 Beatrice Way
20 Beatrice Way
30 Beatrice Way
40 Beatrice Way
50 Beatrice Way
Board of Selectmen
MOVED:

Town Assessor
Map 31, Parcel
Map 19, Parcel
Map 19, Parcel
Map 19, Parcel
Map 31, Parcel
Map 31, Parcel
Map 31, Parcel
Map 31, Parcel

ID
26
20
19
22
21
20
27
28

That the subject matter of Article 32 be indefinitely postponed.

FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:

9-0

PLANNING BOARD DISCUSSION:
On February 6th and again on March 6th, 2019, the Planning Board
discussed the proposed article to accept Beatrice Way as a Town Way. It was agreed that the road had met all the
requirements and process to become a Town Way, and that any remaining issues were minor paperwork
requirements. The Board felt confident remaining paperwork could be completed in advance of Town Meeting. The
Planning Board has no changes in the text of the motion.
FINANCE COMMITTEE DISCUSSION:
The Finance Committee voted unanimously to recommend that Article
32 be indefinitely postponed. The completion of the as-built plan and the work associated with the order of
conditions is still outstanding, thus a certificate of completion has yet to be established. Further discussions are
scheduled to occur at the April 30, 2019 Board of Selectmen meeting.

APPROVED__________DISAPPROVED__________
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ARTICLE 33
AMEND ZONING BY-LAWS SECTION 11.0 DEFINITIONS
Article 33 To see if the Town will vote to amend Zoning By-Laws Section 11.0 as follows, with new word
definitions being incorporated into the existing text in order alphabetically with the existing word definitions:
1. By amending the definition of “Adult day care facility” too add the words “(105 CMR 158)” as follows: Adult
day care facility: A social day care or adult day health facility as those terms are defined by the
Commonwealth's Department of Elder Affairs (105 CMR 158).
2. By adding the definition of “Assisted Living Facility” as follows:
Assisted Living Facility: An entity either for profit or non-profit (defined and regulated under M.G.L. Ch.19D,
Section 1) and certified by the Department of Elder Affairs (651 CMR 12) that provides room and board, assistance
in activities of daily living for three or more adult residents; and collects payments or reimbursements on behalf of
residents to pay for the provision of assistance with the activities of daily living or arrange for the same. This does
not include any other form of group living quarters (651 CMR 12.01) such as nursing homes, hospices, group
homes, religious housing, or substance abuse detoxification or treatment facilities.
3.

By amending the title of “Business Office” to read “Business and Professional Office” and amending the
definition to reflect the definition of “Business and Professional Office” in the Canton Center Economic
Opportunity District but without the words “doctor” and “dentist” as follows:
Business or Professional Office: The office of one skilled in an occupation that primarily services clients or
patients rather than retail customers including, but not limited to the office of a lawyer, architect, engineer,
landscape architect, real estate agent, insurance agent, or the studio of an artist, musician or teacher, or the
workroom of a dressmaker or milliner or photographer.
4.

By deleting the definition of “Business and Profession Office” from the subheading of the Canton Center
Economic Opportunity District subheading as follows:
CCEOD
o
Business and Professional Office: The office of one skilled in an occupation that primarily services
clients or patients rather than retail customers including, but not limited to the office of a doctor,
lawyer, dentist, architect, engineer, landscape architect, real estate agent, insurance agent, or the
studio of an artist, musician or teacher, or the workroom of a dressmaker or milliner or photographer.
5. By adding the definition of “Exempt uses” as follows:
Exempt uses: Uses defined in M.G.L. Chapter 40A, Section 3: includes various uses related to agriculture,
religious purposes or non-profit educational purposes, child care facilities, congregate living arrangements for
disabled persons, or solar energy systems.
6.

By amending the definition of “General or personal service establishment” to remove the following words
“frozen food locker” and “medical or dental laboratory” as follows:
General or personal service establishment: Any of the following service establishments and the like dealing
directly with the consumer: barber or beauty shop, business or trade school, clothing rental establishment,
collection station for laundry or dry cleaning, dressmaking or millinery shop, hand or self-service laundry,
household appliance repair shop, interior decorating studio, meeting hall for hire, photographic studio, shoe or hat
repair shop, tailor shop, typewriter repair shop.
7. By adding the definition of “Healthcare facility/clinic” as follows:
Healthcare facility/clinic: Any facility whether for profit or non-profit, which provides out-patient ambulatory
medical, surgical, dental, physical rehabilitation, or mental health services, as licensed and defined by the
Massachusetts Department of Public Health (105 CMR 140). Clinics do not include hospitals, medical offices, or
substance abuse detoxification or treatment centers; Healthcare facilities/clinics include urgent care, primary care,
specialists, outpatient, day surgery, rehabilitation and sports, mental health, certified home health agencies,
physical therapy and speech pathology, renal dialysis facilities, temporary nursing agencies.
8.

By amending the definition of “Home occupation, non-intensive” to add the words “psychologist” and “social
worker” as follows:
Home occupation, non-intensive: the use of a portion of a dwelling or of a building accessory thereto by a
resident of the premises as an office, studio or workroom for the conduct of a profession or customary home
occupation, subject to the condition that such use is clearly incidental and secondary to the use of the premises for
dwelling purposes and subject to the provisions of Section 3.2.2. In particular, a home occupation may include, but
are not limited to, the office of a lawyer, doctor, dentist, psychologist, social worker, architect, engineer, real
estate agent or insurance agent, the studio of an artist, musician or teacher (with any regular instruction limited to
one pupil at a time), or the workroom of a dressmaker, milliner, or photographer, but do not include any use
hereinafter set forth as permissible by special permit in the same district.
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9. By adding the definition of “Hospice” as follows:
Hospice: An inpatient facility licensed by the Department of Public Health (105 CMR 141) providing palliative and
supportive care and other services by an interdisciplinary team under the direction of hospice administration to
terminally ill patients with limited life expectancy and to their families. Services may be provided at home, in the
community, and in a facility. Services might include nursing, social services, volunteer services, and counseling
services. Home health agencies and temporary nursing agencies offering hospice care are considered clinics.
10. By amending the definition of “Hospital” to add the words “licensed by the Department of Public Health (105
CMR 13o)” as follows:
Hospital: An institution licensed by the Department of Public Health (105 CMR 130) providing primary health
services and medical or surgical care to persons, primarily inpatients, suffering from illness, disease, injury, and
other physical or mental conditions and including, as an integral part of the institution, related facilities, including
laboratories, outpatient facilities, training facilities, medical offices, and staff residences. “Hospital” does not include
long term care facilities, substance abuse detoxification or treatment centers, or health care facilities/clinics.
11. By adding the definition of “Independent Senior Living Apartments” as follows:
Independent Senior Living Apartments – Multi-family buildings containing three or more dwelling units, which
building houses only residential uses intended for individuals 55 years or older, and/or families with at least one
family member aged 55 and older. Independent Senior Living Apartments shall be considered multi-family
dwellings for the purposes of Section 6.1.1 and Section 8.2.
12. By adding the definition of “Long-term care facility” as follows:
Long-term care facility: any institution licensed by the Massachusetts Department of Public Health (105 CMR
150) whether for charity or non-profit providing four or more individuals with long-term resident, nursing,
convalescent or rehabilitative care; supervision and care incident to old age for ambulatory persons; or retirement
home care for elderly persons. Long-term care facilities include convalescent or nursing homes, rest homes,
infirmaries maintained in town and chartable homes for the aged. Long-term care facilities do not include
hospitals, clinics, medical offices, or substance abuse detoxification or treatment centers.
13. By adding the definition of “Medical office or group of such offices” as follows:
Medical office or group of such offices: Office (or building) designed and used as an office by physicians,
dentists, or psychotherapists for the diagnosis and treatment of human patients that does not include overnight
care facilities, or licensing as a clinic.
14. By adding the definition of “Medical or dental labs” as follows:
Medical or dental labs: A laboratory where microbiological, chemical, hematological, biophysical, cytological,
immuno-hematological, or pathological examinations are performed on materials derived from the human body to
provide information for the diagnosis, prevention, or treatment of a disease or assessment of a medical condition
(see Executive Office of Health and Human Services 101 CMR 320). This excludes scientific or research laboratories
and those categorized as Level 4 by the National Institutes of Health.
15. By amending the definition of “Nursing or convalescent home” to replace the definition with the words “See
definition for long-term care facility” as follows:
Nursing or convalescent home: See definition for long-term care facility.
16. By adding the definition of “Pharmacy or drug store” as follows:
Pharmacy or drug store: A store where the primary business is the filling of medical prescriptions and the sale of
drugs, medical devices and supplies, and nonprescription medicines but where nonmedical products may be sold as
well.
17. By adding the definition of “Rehabilitation Hospital” as follows:
Rehabilitation Hospital: An in-patient facility, as defined by the Federal Department of Health and Human
Services, Centers for Medicare & Medicaid (CMS-1480-N), where at least 60% of the population served meets at
least one of the following medical conditions: stroke, spinal cord injury, congenital deformity, amputation, major
multiple trauma, fracture of femur (hip), brain injury, neurological disorders including MS, MD, and Parkinson’s,
burns, active rheumatoid arthritis, systematic vasculidities with joint inflammation, severe osteoarthritis, or knee or
hip joint replacement.
18. By adding the definition of “Substance abuse detoxification or treatment center” as follows:
Substance abuse detoxification or treatment center: A residential rehabilitation unit, treatment unit,
detoxification facility, or other facility licensed by the Department under 105 CMR 164.000. This may include inpatient or out-patient facilities providing care coordination, case management, medical, pharmacological,
psychological, psycho-educational, rehabilitative, or social services and therapies. A substance abuse facility that
offers both inpatient and outpatient services would be defined as an in-patient facility, per Section 4.2.7. A
substance abuse facility that offers only outpatient services would be treated as an outpatient facility, per Section
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4.2.8. This does not include hospitals, long-term care facilities, clinics, or medical offices or groups of offices, such
as drug or alcohol counselors where no medication is provided on-site.
19. By adding the definition of “Veterinary Facility or Clinic” as follows:
Veterinary Facility or Clinic: A place where animals or pets are given medical or surgical treatment and the
boarding of animals is limited to short term care incidental to the use.
20. By deleting the definitions for the Village Overlay District as follows:
Village Housing Overlay District: The following definitions shall apply in the VHOD,Section 9.6.
Apartment Style Dwelling: A multifamily structure designed to have dwelling
units placed one above the other (stacked).
Applicant: The person or persons, including a corporation or other legal entity,
who applies for issuance of a special permit for construction of a VOHDD within
a VHOD, hereunder. The Applicant must own, or be the beneficial owner of, all
the land included in the proposed site, or have authority from the owner(s) to act
for him or hold an option or contract duly executed by the owner(s) and the
Applicant giving the latter the right to acquire the land to be included in the site.
Buffer Area: An area within a VHODD which is adjacent to its boundaries,
streams, ponds, lakes, and reservoirs which may not be developed except as
provided herein.
Design Review: The review of the overall site design by qualified team of site
design professionals. A Massachusetts Registered Landscape Architect shall lead
the Site Design Review Team.
Development Schedule: A schedule showing the order and timing of
construction and the sequence of the improvements to be built or furnished on the
VHODD site, separated into stages where applicable.
Subdivision Regulations: The rules and regulations of the Planning Board
relative to subdivisions, special permits and site plans.
Townhouse Style Dwelling: A multi-family structure designed to have each
dwelling unit placed side by side.
Village Housing Overlay District Development (VHODD): A multifamily
development consisting of townhouse style and/or apartment style dwellings and
permissible accessory uses authorized by special permit from the Planning Board
as set forth herein.
Wetlands: All land subject to the provisions of Massachusetts General Law c.
131, ss. 40 and 40A and/or the Town's Wetlands By-Law.
21. By deleting the definitions for the “Senior Housing Overlay District” as follows:
Senior Housing Overlay District: The following definitions shall apply in the Senior Housing Overlay District,
Section 9.9.
Applicant: The person or persons, including a corporation or other legal entity, who applies for issuance of a
special permit for construction of a Senior Housing Community hereunder. The Applicant must own, or be the
beneficial owner of, all the land included in the proposed site, or have authority from the owner(s) to act or hold an
option or contract duly executed by the owner(s) and the Applicant giving the latter the right to acquire the land to
be included in the site.
Senior Housing Community: A self-contained residential community created expressly for residence and use by
persons aged 62 years or older, in accordance with M.G.L. c. 151G, Section 4, Subsection 6, that consists of
independent living units and assisted living units (including memory care units), and a combination thereof. Said
community shall contain a minimum of 25% of each of the described units to qualify as a Senior Housing
Community. For such independent living units, ancillary services will be provided to residents such as meals and
communal dining, transportation, laundry, recreation, entertainment, exercise, therapy, beautification, automated
teller machines and limited banking, and community activities. For such assisted living units, the foregoing services
will be provided to residents in addition to the supportive services permitted by M.G.L. c. 19D and the regulations
promulgated thereunder. A Senior Housing Community shall be permitted only within the SHOD and only upon the
granting of a special permit by the Zoning Board of Appeals.
Buffer: An area within a SHOD adjacent to its boundaries, streams, and ponds, which may not be developed
except as provided herein.
Development Schedule: A schedule showing the order and timing of construction and the sequence of the
improvements to be built or furnished in the Senior Housing Community site, separated into stages where
applicable.
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Open Space: Any such area of land containing no building, structure, or impervious surface material.
Regulations: The applicable rules and regulations of the Zoning Board of Appeals relative to special permits and
site plans. The Zoning Board of Appeals, as the Special Permit Granting Authority, reserves the right to modify
and/or waive any and all requirements described in section 9.7
Upland acres: Land without a wet area and not subject to flooding.
Wet Areas: All land subject to the provisions of M.G.L. c. 131, Sections 40 and 40A."
Or to take any other action related thereto.
Board of Selectmen for Planning Board
Commentary: The goal of this and related zoning articles is to modernize Canton’s zoning regulations around
medical facilities and uses. The goals include ensuring equity in housing, services, health and safety for everyone;
To manage development well, where thoughtful development preserves town character, while providing services
for a diversity of residents; To provide necessary medical services for vulnerable populations, such as allowing for
addiction services; To clarify the definitions, uses, parking, and special regulations for medical facilities (For
example: hospitals, clinics, doctor’s offices) and residential facilities with medical components (For example: senior
living facilities, nursing homes). The new definitions will be clearly tied to state licensing definitions and
requirements, the uses will require mostly special permits, the parking will follow planning and design standards,
and the special regulations will minimize the impact of more intensive uses on the town and residential neighbors.
PLANNING BOARD MOTION
MOVED:

That Zoning By-Laws Section 11.0 be amended as printed in the warrant.
PLANNING BOARD VOTE:

5-0

FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION:
MOVED:
The Finance Committee recommends that the motion presented by the Planning Board
to Town Meeting for Article 33 as written in the warrant be adopted.
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:

7-0

PLANNING BOARD DISCUSSION:
On February 6th and again on March 6th, 2019, the Planning Board
discussed the proposed article to amend the Zoning By-laws Section 11.0. The goal of this and related zoning
articles is to modernize Canton’s zoning regulations around medical facilities and uses. The goals include ensuring
equity in housing, services, health and safety for everyone; To manage development well, where thoughtful
development preserves town character, while providing services for a diversity of residents; To provide necessary
medical services for vulnerable populations, such as allowing for addiction services; To clarify the definitions, uses,
parking, and special regulations for medical facilities (For example: hospitals, clinics, doctor’s offices) and
residential facilities with medical components (For example: senior living facilities, nursing homes). The new
definitions will be clearly tied to state licensing definitions and requirements, the uses will require mostly special
permits, the parking will follow planning and design standards, and the special regulations will minimize the impact
of more intensive uses on the town and residential neighbors. The proposed zoning bylaw has been reviewed and
changes made, as suggested by the Town Planner, and Planning Board. The Planning Board has no changes to the
text of the article in the motion.
FINANCE COMMITTEE DISCUSSION:
The Finance Committee voted unanimously to support the Planning
Board objective in this Article, one of the related group of Articles 33 – 39, which is to modernize the Town’s zoning
regulations around medical facilities and uses. This particular Article adds, modifies, and deletes certain definitions.

APPROVED__________DISAPPROVED__________
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ARTICLE 34
AMEND ZONING BY-LAWS SECTION 3.1.4 TABLE OF USE REGULATIONS
Article 34 To see if the Town will vote to amend Zoning By-laws Section 3.1.4 Table of Use Regulations as follows
or take any other action related thereto.
1. To see if the Town will vote to amend the Zoning By-laws Section 3.1.4, Table of Use Regulations, Section A
Residential Uses by adding the principal use of Assisted Living and/or Independent Living Facility” by allowing
Assisted Living and/or Independent Living Facility by special permit “BA” under the General Residence (GR),
Business (B), Central Business (CB), Limited Industrial (LI), Limited Industrial B (LI-B), Limited Industrial C
(LI-C) zones, and to prohibit assisted living facilities and/or independent living facilities in the Single Residence
(SR), Industrial (I), and Parkland and Open Space (POS) zones.
Principal Use
A. Residential Uses
Assisted Living and/or Independent Living Facility 1
1.See Section 8.2.2 and 8.7 for special regulations
2.

SR

GR

B

CB

LI

LI(B)

LI(C)

I

POS

N

BA

BA

BA

BA

BA

BA

N

N

To see if the Town will vote to amend the Zoning By-laws Section 3.1.4, Table of Use Regulations, Section B
Exempt and Institutional Uses by combining religious purposes, educational purposes, and childcare centers
into one line, titled “Exempt: uses exempted from prohibition by G.L. Chapter 40A, Section 3”, by separating
Hospitals from Philanthropic, or charitable institutions, by adding and combining “Hospitals”, “Long-term care
facility, “Hospice”, “Health care facility/clinic”, and “Substance abuse detoxification or treatment center” as
follows:

Principal Use
SR GR B CB
B. Exempt and Institutional Uses
Exempt: uses exempted from prohibition by G.L.
Y
Y
Y Y
Chapter 40A, Section 32
Hospital, Long-term care facility, hospice, health care
N
N
N N
facility/clinic, or substance abuse detoxification or
treatment center3
Philanthropic, educational, or charitable institution, nonBA BA
Y Y
exempt
2. As defined by M.G.L. Chapter 40A, Section 3
3. See Special Regulations Section 4.2.7 for in-patient facilities and Section 4.2.8
3.

LI

LI(B)

LI(C)

I

POS

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

BA

BA

BA

BA

N

N

N

N

N

Y

for out-patient facilities

To see if the Town will vote to amend the Zoning By-laws Section 3.1.4, Table of Use Regulations, Section F
Commercial and Office Uses by amending the principle use zones for “Medical offices: offices of a doctor or
dentist not a resident of the premises, or a group of such offices” and “General or Personal Service
Establishments”, and “Business or professional office or agency” to expand their use by special permit in all
Limited Industrial (LI) zones, and adding “Medical or Dental Labs”, “Healthcare facility/clinic” and “Medical
marijuana facilities” with the proposed use zones as stated. Finally, to allow kennels, animal or veterinary
hospitals in Business zones as a special permit, as stated below.

F. Commercial and Office Uses
Kennel, animal or veterinary hospital
Medical offices: offices of a doctor or dentist not a
resident of the premises, or a group of such offices
Medical or Dental Labs
General or personal service establishment
Medical Marijuana Facilities 4
4. See Section 7.7 for special regulations.

SR
N
N

GR
N
N

B
BA
Y

CB
N
Y

LI
Y
BA

LI(B)
Y
BA

LI(C)
Y
BA

I
Y
Y

POS
N
N

N
N
N

N
N
N

Y
Y
N

Y
Y
N

BA
BA
N

BA
BA
N

BA
BA
N

Y
Y
BA

N
N
N

4. To see if the Town will vote to amend the Zoning By-laws Section 3.1.4, Table of Use Regulations, Section G
Retail Uses by adding “Pharmacy or drug store” as follows:
G. Retail Uses
SR GR B CB
Pharmacy or drug store
N
N
Y Y
Board of Selectmen for Planning Board

LI
Y

LI(B)
Y

LI(C)
Y

I
Y

POS
N

Commentary: The goal of this and related zoning articles is to modernize Canton’s zoning regulations around
medical facilities and uses. The purposes include ensuring: (1) equity in housing, services, health and safety for
everyone; (2) sound and thoughtful management of development; (3) preservation of town character; (4) delivery
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of services for a diversity of residents; (5) availability of necessary medical services for vulnerable populations,
such as allowing for addiction services; (6) clarifications for the definitions, uses, parking, and special regulations
for medical facilities (for example: hospitals, clinics, doctor’s offices, etc.) and residential facilities with medical
components (for example: senior living facilities, nursing homes, etc.). The new definitions will be clearly tied to
state licensing definitions and requirements. The uses will require mostly special permits. The parking will follow
planning and design standards, and the special regulations will minimize the impact of more intensive uses on the
town and residential neighbors.
Proposed changes to the Table of Use include:
•
Adding Assisted Living and/or Independent Living Facilities as a special permit in all zones but Single
Family Residential, Industrial or Parkland and Open Space
•
Combining religious purposes, educational purposes, and child care into one line, titled “Exempt: uses
exempted from prohibition by G.L. Chapter 40A, Section 3 (allowed by right in all zones by law)
•
Separating hospitals from philanthropic or charitable institutions
•
Adding “Hospital, Long-term care facility, hospice, health care facility/clinic or substance abuse
detoxification or treatment center” as a special permit in Limited Industrial zones, and Industrial zones as
a special permit, and with associated special regulations and buffers from residential zones (500 feet).
•
Allowing doctor/dentist offices in Limited Industrial zones by special permit (expanding this use)
•
Separating out medical or dental labs from General Personal Service establishments, and allowing them as
a special permit in Limited Industrial zones (expanding this use)
•
Allowing General Personal Service establishments as a special permit in Limited Industrial zones
•
Adding pharmacy or drug stores, and allowing them by right in all districts except Single Family
Residential, General Residential, and Parkland and Open Space
•
Adding medical marijuana facilities (special permit in Industrial zones with 500 foot buffers, as described
in Section 7.7 of the Zoning Bylaws)
•
Adding veterinary establishments, provided that animals are kept indoors, as a special permit in Business
zones, but allowed by right in Limited Industrial zones and the Industrial zone
•
There are no changes proposed for home-occupations or adult daycares
PLANNING BOARD MOTION
MOVED:
That the Town vote to amend Zoning By-laws Section 3.1.4 Table of Use Regulations be
hereby amended as follows:
1. To see if the Town will vote to amend the Zoning By-laws Section 3.1.4, Table of Use Regulations,
Section A Residential Uses by adding the principal use of Assisted Living and/or Independent
Living Facility” by allowing Assisted Living and/or Independent Living Facility by special permit
“BA” under the General Residence (GR), Business (B), Central Business (CB), Limited Industrial
(LI), Limited Industrial B (LI-B), Limited Industrial C (LI-C) zones, and to prohibit assisted living
facilities and/or independent living facilities in the Single Residence (SR), Industrial (I), and
Parkland and Open Space (POS) zones.
Principal Use
A. Residential Uses
Assisted Living and/or Independent Living
Facility 1
1.See Section 8.2.2 and 8.7 for special regulations
2.

SR

GR

B

CB

LI

LI(B)

LI(C)

I

POS

N

BA

BA

BA

BA

BA

BA

N

N

To see if the Town will vote to amend the Zoning By-laws Section 3.1.4, Table of Use Regulations,
Section B Exempt and Institutional Uses by combining religious purposes, educational purposes,
and childcare centers into one line, titled “Exempt: uses exempted from prohibition by G.L. Chapter
40A, Section 3”, by separating Hospitals from Philanthropic, or charitable institutions, by adding
and combining “Hospitals”, “Long-term care facility, “Hospice”, “Health care facility/clinic”, and
“Substance abuse detoxification or treatment center” as follows:

Principal Use
B. Exempt and Institutional Uses
Exempt: uses exempted from prohibition by G.L.
Chapter 40A, Section 32
Hospital, Rehabilitation hospital, Long-term care
facility, hospice, health care facility/clinic, or
substance abuse detoxification or treatment
center3
Philanthropic, educational, or charitable
institution, non-exempt

SR

GR

B

CB

LI

LI(B)

LI(C)

I

POS

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

N

N

N

N

BA

BA

BA

BA

N

BA

BA

Y

Y

N

N

N

N

Y
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2. As defined by M.G.L. Chapter 40A, Section 3
3. See Special Regulations Section 4.2.7 for in-patient facilities and Section 4.2.8 for out-patient
facilities
3.

To see if the Town will vote to amend the Zoning By-laws Section 3.1.4, Table of Use Regulations,
Section F Commercial and Office Uses by amending the principle use zones for “Medical offices:
offices of a doctor or dentist not a resident of the premises, or a group of such offices” and
“General or Personal Service Establishments”, and “Business or professional office or agency” to
expand their use by special permit in all Limited Industrial (LI) zones, and adding “Medical or
Dental Labs”, “Healthcare facility/clinic” and “Medical marijuana facilities” with the proposed use
zones as stated. Finally, to allow kennels, animal or veterinary hospitals in Business zones as a
special permit, as stated below.

F. Commercial and Office Uses
Kennel or Veterinary Facility or Clinic
Medical offices: offices of a doctor or dentist not
a resident of the premises, or a group of such
offices
Medical or Dental Labs
General or personal service establishment
Medical Marijuana Facilities 4
4. See Section 7.7 for special regulations.

SR
N
N

GR
N
N

B
BA
Y

CB
N
Y

LI
Y
BA

LI(B)
Y
BA

LI(C)
Y
BA

I
Y
Y

POS
N
N

N
N
N

N
N
N

Y
Y
N

Y
Y
N

BA
BA
N

BA
BA
N

BA
BA
N

Y
Y
BA

N
N
N

4. To see if the Town will vote to amend the Zoning By-laws Section 3.1.4, Table of Use Regulations,
Section G Retail Uses by adding “Pharmacy or drug store” as follows:
G. Retail Uses
Pharmacy or drug store

SR
N

GR
N

B
Y

CB
Y

LI
Y

LI(B)
Y

LI(C)
Y

PLANNING BOARD VOTE:

I
Y

POS
N

5-0

FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION:
MOVED:
The Finance Committee recommends that the motion presented by the Planning Board
to Town Meeting for Article 34 as written in the warrant be adopted.
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:

7-0

PLANNING BOARD DISCUSSION:
On February 6th and again on March 6th, 2019, the Planning Board
discussed the proposed article to amend the Zoning By-laws Section 3.1.4. The goal of this and related zoning
articles is to modernize Canton’s zoning regulations around medical facilities and uses. The purposes include
ensuring: (1) equity in housing, services, health and safety for everyone; (2) sound and thoughtful management of
development; (3) preservation of town character; (4) delivery of services for a diversity of residents; (5)
availability of necessary medical services for vulnerable populations, such as allowing for addiction services; (6)
clarifications for the definitions, uses, parking, and special regulations for medical facilities (for example: hospitals,
clinics, doctor’s offices, etc.) and residential facilities with medical components (for example: senior living facilities,
nursing homes, etc.). The new definitions will be clearly tied to state licensing definitions and requirements. The
uses will require mostly special permits. The parking will follow planning and design standards, and the special
regulations will minimize the impact of more intensive uses on the town and residential neighbors.
Proposed changes to the Table of Use include:
•
Adding Assisted Living and/or Independent Living Facilities as a special permit in all zones but Single
Family Residential, Industrial or Parkland and Open Space
•
Combining religious purposes, educational purposes, and child care into one line, titled “Exempt: uses
exempted from prohibition by G.L. Chapter 40A, Section 3 (allowed by right in all zones by law)
•
Separating hospitals from philanthropic or charitable institutions
•
Adding “Hospital, Long-term care facility, hospice, health care facility/clinic or substance abuse
detoxification or treatment center” as a special permit in Limited Industrial zones, and Industrial zones as
a special permit, and with associated special regulations and buffers from residential zones (500 feet).
•
Allowing doctor/dentist offices in Limited Industrial zones by special permit (expanding this use)
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Separating out medical or dental labs from General Personal Service establishments, and allowing them as
a special permit in Limited Industrial zones (expanding this use)
•
Allowing General Personal Service establishments as a special permit in Limited Industrial zones
•
Adding pharmacy or drug stores, and allowing them by right in all districts except Single Family
Residential, General Residential, and Parkland and Open Space
•
Adding medical marijuana facilities (special permit in Industrial zones with 500 foot buffers, as described
in Section 7.7 of the Zoning Bylaws)
•
Adding veterinary establishments, provided that animals are kept indoors, as a special permit in Business
zones, but allowed by right in Limited Industrial zones and the Industrial zone
•
There are no changes proposed for home-occupations or adult daycares
The Planning Board has two small changes to the text of the article in the motion. They would like to add
“rehabilitation hospital” to the Section B Table of Use after the word “hospital” to match the proposed inclusion of
the definition in Section 11.0. They would also like to change the title of “animal or veterinary hospital” in Section F
to read “veterinary facility or clinic” to match the proposed definition in Section 11.0.
•

FINANCE COMMITTEE DISCUSSION:
The Finance Committee voted unanimously to support the Planning
Board objective in this Article, one of the related group of Articles 33 – 39, which is to modernize the Town’s zoning
regulations around medical facilities and uses. This particular Article proposes various changes to the Table of Use
Regulations.

APPROVED__________DISAPPROVED__________

ARTICLE 35
AMEND ZONING BY-LAW 4.2 SPECIAL REGULATIONS FOR “HOSPITALS, LONG TERM CARE FACILITIES,
HEALTH CARE FACILITIES/CLINICS, OR SUBSTANCE ABUSE DETOXIFICATION OR TREATMENT
CENTERS”
Article 35 To see if the Town will vote to amend Zoning By-law 4.2 Special Regulations by adding a new Section
4.2.7 and Section 4.2.8 as follows or take any other action related thereto:
4.2.7 In-patient Medical Facilities: Hospitals, Long-term care Facilities, or Substance Abuse
Detoxification or Treatment Centers.
1. General: An in-patient medical facility, hospital, long-term care facility, or substance abuse detoxification or
treatment center may be allowed by special permit from the Zoning Board of Appeals upon determination that all of
the conditions set forth below have been met. The following conditions are the minimum which must be met for the
approval of a Special Permit. This list is not intended to exclude the imposition of any additional conditions by the
Zoning Board of Appeals or the Planning Board. In-patient facilities with out-patient components shall be subject to
Section 4.2.7.
2. Infrastructure
a. Water and Sewer. The facility shall be connected to municipal water and sewer systems. All costs
associated with the extension of these services shall be borne by the developer or applicant.
b. Roads. All newly created traveled ways shall be privately maintained with respect to roadway upkeep
and snow and ice removal.
c. Refuse. Collection and disposal of all refuse shall be provided privately.
d. Utilities. All utilities on the site shall be installed underground pursuant to approved methods of
installation and construction.
e. Safety. The facility shall have an integrated emergency call, security, telephone, and other
communication system to provide monitoring for its residents and direct line connection to the Canton Fire
Department.
f.
Open Space. At least twenty percent (20%) of the parcel shall be open space, which is any land not
containing a building, structure, or impervious surface material. The open space shall have a shape
suitable to assure its use for areas of scenic beauty, landscaping and/or useable recreational purposes. At
least ten percent (10%) of the open space shall be for recreational use by patients and visitors, such as
looped pathways, settings for physical therapy, playground, courtyard, or gardens for walking. Outdoor
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g.

areas should be visible from patients’ rooms, interior public spaces and corridors. Seventy-five (75%) of
open space shall be contiguous, and no piece shall be included in the calculation of open land unless at
least two hundred square feet in size. Preserving existing stands of trees, trees at site perimeter, and
contiguous vegetation with adjacent sites are a priority.
Bonding procedures and requirements for roadways, utilities, structures, and site amenities for a
facility shall be the same as those established by the Planning Board for subdivisions in the Town of
Canton.

3. Dimensional Regulations
Hospital, Long-term care facility, or Substance Abuse Detoxification or Treatment Center
Dimensional Regulations
Minimum Lot Size

1.
2.
3.

Minimum Non-wetland Area
Lot Width
Frontage (ft.)
Lot Coverage (%)
Open Space (%)
Setbacks
Proximity to existing residential zone
Proximity to existing hospital, long-term care
facility, or substance abuse detoxification or
treatment center
Maximum Number of Beds
Maximum Height

Same as minimum lot size.
200 feet
100 feet
25
20
Determined by underlying zone
500 feet
500 feet

Six to ten beds: 21,780 square feet (0.5 acre).
Eleven to 20 beds: 43,560 square feet (1 acre).
Every ten beds (or fraction thereof) over 20
beds: 21,780 square feet (0.5 acre).

115 beds
40 feet or 3 floors, whichever is less

4. Landscaping Requirements
a. Buffer zone: The side and rear lot lines shall be screened by a ten (10) foot width of dense natural growth or
landscaping. Plant materials characterized by dense growth which will form an effective year-round screen
shall be planted to form the screen. Screening shall consist of natural materials. To the extent practical,
existing trees and vegetation shall be retained and used to satisfy the provisions of this section. All required
plant material shall be maintained by the owner in healthy condition and replaced with new plantings
whenever necessary to insure continued compliance with screening requirements.
a. All outdoor refuse collection and loading areas shall be screened from adjoining streets and abutting properties
by a visually impermeable six foot high landscape screen or fence.
b. All parking areas shall be screened from adjoining streets and abutting properties.
4.2.8 Out-patient Only Medical Facilities: Healthcare Facilities/Clinics or Out-patient Substance Abuse
Detoxification or Treatment Centers.
1. General: An out-patient healthcare facility/clinic or out-patient substance abuse detoxification or treatment
center may be allowed by special permit from the Zoning Board of Appeals upon determination that all of the
conditions set forth below have been met. The following conditions are the minimum which must be met for the
approval of a Special Permit. This list is not intended to exclude the imposition of any additional conditions by the
Zoning Board of Appeals or the Planning Board. In-patient facilities with out-patient components shall be subject to
Section 4.2.7.
2. Infrastructure
a. Water and Sewer. The facility shall be connected to municipal water and sewer systems. All costs associated
with the extension of these services shall be borne by the developer or applicant.
b. Roads. All newly created traveled ways shall be privately maintained with respect to roadway upkeep and
snow and ice removal.
c. Refuse. Collection and disposal of all refuse shall be provided privately.
d. Utilities. All utilities on the site shall be installed underground pursuant to approved methods of installation
and construction.
e. Safety. The facility shall have an integrated emergency call, security, telephone, and other communication
system to provide monitoring for its residents and direct line connection to the Canton Fire Department.
f.
Bonding procedures and requirements for roadways, utilities, structures, and site amenities for a facility
shall be the same as those established by the Planning Board for subdivisions in the Town of Canton.
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3. Dimensional Regulations
Healthcare Facility/Clinic or Out-patient Substance Abuse Detoxification or Treatment Center
Dimensional Regulations
Minimum Lot Size

Determined by underlying zone

Minimum Non-wetland Area
Lot Width
Frontage (ft.)
Lot Coverage (%)
Setbacks
Proximity to existing residential zone
Proximity to existing heathcare facility/clinic or
out-patient substance abuse detoxification or
treatment center
Maximum Height

Same as minimum lot size.
200 feet
100 feet
25
Determined by underlying zone
500 feet
500 feet
40 feet or 3 floors, whichever is less

4. Landscaping Requirements
a. Buffer zone: The side and rear lot lines shall be screened by a ten (10) foot width of dense natural growth or
landscaping. Plant materials characterized by dense growth which will form an effective year-round screen
shall be planted to form the screen. Screening shall consist of natural materials. To the extent practical,
existing trees and vegetation shall be retained and used to satisfy the provisions of this section. All required
plant material shall be maintained by the owner in healthy condition and replaced with new plantings
whenever necessary to insure continued compliance with screening requirements.
c. All outdoor refuse collection and loading areas shall be screened from adjoining streets and abutting properties
by a visually impermeable six foot high landscape screen or fence.
d. All parking areas shall be screened from adjoining streets and abutting properties.
Board of Selectmen for Planning Board
Commentary: The goal of this and related zoning articles is to modernize Canton’s zoning regulations around
medical facilities and uses. The goals include ensuring equity in housing, services, health and safety for everyone;
To manage development well, where thoughtful development preserves town character, while providing services
for a diversity of residents; To provide necessary medical services for vulnerable populations, such as allowing for
addiction services; To clarify the definitions, uses, parking, and special regulations for medical facilities (For
example: hospitals, clinics, doctor’s offices) and residential facilities with medical components (For example: senior
living facilities, nursing homes). The new definitions will be clearly tied to state licensing definitions and
requirements, the uses will require mostly special permits, the parking will follow planning and design standards,
and the special regulations will minimize the impact of more intensive uses on the town and residential neighbors.
PLANNING BOARD MOTION
MOVED:
That Zoning By-law 4.2 Special Regulations be amended by adding a new Section 4.2.7
and Section 4.2.8 as presented in the warrant.
PLANNING BOARD VOTE:

3-2

FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION:
MOVED:
The Finance Committee recommends that the motion presented by the Planning Board
to Town Meeting for Article 35 as written in the warrant be adopted.
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:

7-0

PLANNING BOARD DISCUSSION:
On February 6th and again on March 6th, 2019, the Planning Board
discussed the proposed article to amend the Zoning By-laws Section 4.2. The goal of this and related zoning
articles is to modernize Canton’s zoning regulations around medical facilities and uses. The goals include ensuring
equity in housing, services, health and safety for everyone; To manage development well, where thoughtful
development preserves town character, while providing services for a diversity of residents; To provide necessary
medical services for vulnerable populations, such as allowing for addiction services; To clarify the definitions, uses,
parking, and special regulations for medical facilities (For example: hospitals, clinics, doctor’s offices) and
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residential facilities with medical components (For example: senior living facilities, nursing homes). The new
definitions will be clearly tied to state licensing definitions and requirements, the uses will require mostly special
permits, the parking will follow planning and design standards, and the special regulations will minimize the impact
of more intensive uses on the town and residential neighbors. The Planning Board had no changes to the text of
the article in the motion.
FINANCE COMMITTEE DISCUSSION:
The Finance Committee voted unanimously to support the Planning
Board objective in this Article, one of the related group of Articles 33 – 39, which is to modernize the Town’s zoning
regulations around medical facilities and uses. This particular Article concerns certain “institutional” type health
facilities.

APPROVED__________DISAPPROVED__________

ARTICLE 36
AMEND ZONING BY-LAWS SECTION 8.0 SPECIAL RESIDENTIAL REGULATIONS
Article 36 To see if the Town will vote to amend Zoning By-Laws Section 8.0 as follows; or take any other action
thereto.
1.

By amending zoning By-law 8.3 Convalescent or Nursing Home, Boarding or Lodging House, or Tourist Home
to delete references of “convalescent or nursing home” and “tourist home” as follows:
8.3 Boarding or Lodging House
8.3.1. General. A boarding or lodging house may be authorize by special permit by the Zoning Board of
Appeals, subject to the following requirements:
8.3.2. Requirements.
1. The building shall have the external appearance and general aspect of a one-family dwelling, or
2. The building shall be located on a lot that abuts a Non-Residential Zoning District, or shall be located on
a lot that abuts other lots containing buildings used for one or more of such purposes or occupied by more
than two families.

2.

By amending Zoning By-law 8.2.2 Multifamily Dwellings Requirements by adding a new subsection 8, as
follows:
8.

3.
8.7

Independent Senior Living Apartments, age-restricted, but not considered an assisted living facility or
long-term care facility shall be treated as a multi-family dwelling.

By adding Zoning By-law 8.7 “Assisted Living Facilities” as follows:
Assisted Living Facilities

8.7.1 General. An Assisted Living Facility may be authorized by special permit by the Zoning Board of Appeals,
subject to the following requirements. This list is not intended to exclude the imposition of any additional conditions
by the Zoning Board of Appeals or the Planning Board under Site Plan Review:
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8.7.2
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Requirements

Water and Sewer: The assisted living facility site shall be connected to municipal water and sewer systems.
All costs associated with the extension of these services shall be borne by the developer or applicant.
Roads: All newly constructed ways shall be privately maintained with respect to roadway upkeep and snow
and ice removal.
Refuse: Collection and disposal of all refuse shall be provided privately.
Utilities: All utilities on the site shall be installed underground pursuant to approved methods of installation
and construction.
Safety: The assisted living facility site shall have an integrated emergency call, security, telephone and other
communication system to provide monitoring for its residents and direct line connection to the Canton Fire
Department.
Open Space: At least thirty percent (30%) of the parcel shall be open space. The open space shall have a
shape suitable to assure its use for areas of scenic beauty, landscaping and/or recreation purposes. At least
fifteen percent (15%) of the open space shall be for recreational use by residents and visitors, such as looped
pathways, settings for physical therapy, playground, courtyards, gardens, swimming pools, tennis and other
recreational courts, playing fields, putting greens, bocce courts, residential greenhouses of not more than two
hundred and fifty (250) square feet, or covered and uncovered sitting areas. Outdoor areas should be visible
from resident’s rooms, interior public spaces and corridors. Seventy-five (75%) of open space shall be
contiguous, and no piece shall be included in the calculation of open land unless at least two hundred square
feet in size. Preserving existing stands of trees, trees at site perimeter, and contiguous vegetation with
adjacent sites are a priority.
7. Affordable Units: For assisted living premises containing more than ten (10) dwelling units, in
consideration of the increases in the otherwise permissible density of population or intensity of a particular
use authorized pursuant to this Section 8.7, at least twelve and half (12.5%) of the dwelling units, in no case
less than one (1) unit, shall be deed restricted in perpetuity as "Affordable Units" as defined in the applicable
regulations of the Department of Housing and Community Development.

8.7.3

Dimensional Regulations
Assisted Living Facility Dimensional Regulations

Minimum Lot Size
Minimum Non-wetland Area
Lot Width
Frontage (ft.)
Lot Coverage (%)
Open Space (%)
Setbacks
Minimum Lot Area per Dwelling Unit
Maximum Number of Units in an Assisted Living
Facility
Maximum Height

2.5 acres
2.5 acres
200 feet
125 feet
25
30
Determined by underlying zone
4,000 square feet
115 units
40 feet or 3 floors, whichever is less

8.7.4 Landscaping and Buffering Requirements
1.

2.
3.
4.

Buffer zone: The side and rear lot lines shall be screened by a ten (10) foot width of dense natural growth or
landscaping. Plant materials characterized by dense growth which will form an effective year-round screen
shall be planted to form the screen. Screening shall consist of natural materials. To the extent practical,
existing trees and vegetation shall be retained and used to satisfy the provisions of this section. All required
plant material shall be maintained by the owner in healthy condition and replaced with new plantings
whenever necessary to insure continued compliance with screening requirements.
All outdoor refuse collection and loading areas shall be screened from adjoining streets and abutting
properties by a visually impermeable six foot height landscape screen or fence and through the use of
appropriate landscaping.
All parking areas shall be screened from adjoining streets and abutting properties.
The Planning Board or Zoning Board may require buffer areas at specific locations along the perimeter as
necessary to provide an additional visual buffer.

8.7.5
Accessory Uses
1.
Garages for common use vehicles owned by the operating entity.
2.
One single-story building to house snow removal, lawn maintenance, and recreational equipment. Such
building shall not exceed 3,000 square feet.
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3.
4.

Outdoor recreational facilities. This may include outdoor swimming pools, tennis and other recreational courts,
playing fields, putting greens, bocce courts, gardens, residential greenhouses of not more than two hundred
and fifty (250) square feet, covered and uncovered sitting areas.
Any and all other uses normal accessory, or incidental to an assisted living facility. Accessory uses shall
comply with principal density, dimensional, and buffering requirements.

8.7.6 Non-Residential Uses
The operator of a long-term care facility may also provide optional services on the site including but not limited to
local transportation, barber/beauty services, meals, laundry, exercise, healthcare, entertainment, sundries for
personal consumption, and other amenities, provided:
1.
Such uses serve the resident, guests, and employees of the assisted living facility only
2.
Such uses are conducted within and may be entered only from within a principal building
3.
There is no external evidence of such uses visible beyond the development site
4.
The appearance and character of the commercial uses are compatible with a residential development. The
non-residential uses are accessory uses for the assisted living facility and if the underlying assisted living
facility use is discontinued the non-residential use shall not continue.
8.7.7
Public Transportation: Applicant shall provide shuttle service for residents to nearby public
transportation facilities and other community resources.
8.7.8
Decision: A site plan pursuant to the provisions of Section 10.5 shall be required. The Zoning Board of
Appeals may issue a special permit for a development when it finds that the proposed use is in harmony with the
purpose and intent of the bylaw and the proposal shall be subject to the general or specific provisions set forth
herein. The Zoning Board of Appeals may way any or all dimensional requirements, when, in the judgement of the
Zoning Board of Appeals, such action is in the public interest and not inconsistent with the provisions of this
Section 8.7. Any such permit issued may also impose reasonable conditions, safeguards and limitations of time and
use. The Zoning Board of Appeals as Special Permit Granting Authority reserves the right to amend, modify or
revoke any permit granted for noncompliance of aforesaid conditions.
Board of Selectmen for Planning Board
Commentary: The goal of this and related zoning articles is to modernize Canton’s zoning regulations around
medical facilities and uses. The goals include ensuring equity in housing, services, health and safety for everyone;
To manage development well, where thoughtful development preserves town character, while providing services
for a diversity of residents; To provide necessary medical services for vulnerable populations, such as allowing for
addiction services; To clarify the definitions, uses, parking, and special regulations for medical facilities (For
example: hospitals, clinics, doctor’s offices) and residential facilities with medical components (For example: senior
living facilities, nursing homes). The new definitions will be clearly tied to state licensing definitions and
requirements, the uses will require mostly special permits, the parking will follow planning and design standards,
and the special regulations will minimize the impact of more intensive uses on the town and residential neighbors.
Proposed residential special regulation changes include:
•
Treating independent senior living apartments (age-restricted) as multi-family dwellings and required to
follow those special regulations (Section 8.2.2 Multifamily Dwellings Requirements)
•
Separating convalescent or nursing homes from “Boarding or Lodging Houses, or Tourist Homes” and
creating special regulations for those uses in another Section
•
By adding special regulations for Assisted Living Facilities

PLANNING BOARD MOTION
MOVED:

That Zoning By-Laws Section 8.0 be amended as follows:

That Zoning By-Laws Section 8.0 be amended as follows.
1.

By amending zoning By-law 8.3 Convalescent or Nursing Home, Boarding or Lodging House, or
Tourist Home to delete references of “convalescent or nursing home” and “tourist home” as
follows:
8.3 Boarding or Lodging House
8.3.1. General. A boarding or lodging house may be authorize by special permit by the Zoning
Board of Appeals, subject to the following requirements:
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8.3.2. Requirements.
1. The building shall have the external appearance and general aspect of a one-family dwelling,
or
2. The building shall be located on a lot that abuts a Non-Residential Zoning District or shall be
located on a lot that abuts other lots containing buildings used for one or more of such
purposes or occupied by more than two families.
2.

By amending Zoning By-law 8.2.2 Multifamily Dwellings Requirements by adding a new subsection
8, as follows:
8.

3.

Independent Senior Living Apartments, age-restricted, but not considered an assisted
living facility or long-term care facility shall be treated as a multi-family dwelling.

By adding Zoning By-law 8.7 “Assisted Living Facilities” as follows:

8.7

Assisted Living Facilities

8.7.1 General. An Assisted Living Facility may be authorized by special permit by the Zoning Board of
Appeals, subject to the following requirements. This list is not intended to exclude the imposition of
any additional conditions by the Zoning Board of Appeals or the Planning Board under Site Plan Review:
8.7.2
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

7.

Requirements

Water and Sewer: The assisted living facility site shall be connected to municipal water and sewer
systems. All costs associated with the extension of these services shall be borne by the developer
or applicant.
Roads: All newly constructed ways shall be privately maintained with respect to roadway upkeep
and snow and ice removal.
Refuse: Collection and disposal of all refuse shall be provided privately.
Utilities: All utilities on the site shall be installed underground pursuant to approved methods of
installation and construction.
Safety: The assisted living facility site shall have an integrated emergency call, security, telephone
and other communication system to provide monitoring for its residents and direct line connection
to the Canton Fire Department.
Open Space: At least thirty percent (30%) of the parcel shall be open space. The open space shall
have a shape suitable to assure its use for areas of scenic beauty, landscaping and/or recreation
purposes. At least fifteen percent (15%) of the open space shall be for recreational use by
residents and visitors, such as looped pathways, settings for physical therapy, playground,
courtyards, gardens, swimming pools, tennis and other recreational courts, playing fields, putting
greens, bocce courts, residential greenhouses of not more than two hundred and fifty (250)
square feet, or covered and uncovered sitting areas. Outdoor areas should be visible from
resident’s rooms, interior public spaces and corridors. Seventy-five (75%) of open space shall be
contiguous, and no piece shall be included in the calculation of open land unless at least two
hundred square feet in size. Preserving existing stands of trees, trees at site perimeter, and
contiguous vegetation with adjacent sites are a priority.
Affordable Units: For assisted living premises containing more than ten (10) dwelling units, in
consideration of the increases in the otherwise permissible density of population or intensity of a
particular use authorized pursuant to this Section 8.7, at least twelve and half (12.5%) of the
dwelling units, in no case less than one (1) unit, shall be deed restricted in perpetuity as
"Affordable Units" as defined in the applicable regulations of the Department of Housing and
Community Development.
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8.7.3

Dimensional Regulations
Assisted Living Facility Dimensional Regulations

Minimum Lot Size
Minimum Non-wetland Area
Lot Width
Frontage (ft.)
Lot Coverage (%)
Open Space (%)
Setbacks
Minimum Lot Area per Dwelling Unit
Maximum Number of Units in an Assisted Living
Facility
Maximum Height

2.5 acres
2.5 acres
200 feet
125 feet
25
30
Determined by underlying zone
4,000 square feet
115 units
40 feet or 3 floors, whichever is less

8.7.4 Landscaping and Buffering Requirements
1.

2.
3.
4.

Buffer zone: The side and rear lot lines shall be screened by a ten (10) foot width of dense natural
growth or landscaping. Plant materials characterized by dense growth which will form an effective
year-round screen shall be planted to form the screen. Screening shall consist of natural
materials. To the extent practical, existing trees and vegetation shall be retained and used to
satisfy the provisions of this section. All required plant material shall be maintained by the owner
in healthy condition and replaced with new plantings whenever necessary to insure continued
compliance with screening requirements.
All outdoor refuse collection and loading areas shall be screened from adjoining streets and
abutting properties by a visually impermeable six-foot height landscape screen or fence and
through the use of appropriate landscaping.
All parking areas shall be screened from adjoining streets and abutting properties.
The Planning Board or Zoning Board may require buffer areas at specific locations along the
perimeter as necessary to provide an additional visual buffer.

8.7.5
Accessory Uses
1.
Garages for common use vehicles owned by the operating entity.
2.
One single-story building to house snow removal, lawn maintenance, and recreational equipment.
Such building shall not exceed 3,000 square feet.
3.
Outdoor recreational facilities. This may include outdoor swimming pools, tennis and other
recreational courts, playing fields, putting greens, bocce courts, gardens, residential greenhouses
of not more than two hundred and fifty (250) square feet, covered and uncovered sitting areas.
4.
Any and all other uses normal accessory, or incidental to an assisted living facility. Accessory uses
shall comply with principal density, dimensional, and buffering requirements.
8.7.6 Non-Residential Uses
The operator of a long-term care facility may also provide optional services on the site including but
not limited to local transportation, barber/beauty services, meals, laundry, exercise, healthcare,
entertainment, sundries for personal consumption, and other amenities, provided:
1.
Such uses serve the resident, guests, and employees of the assisted living facility only
2.
Such uses are conducted within and may be entered only from within a principal building
3.
There is no external evidence of such uses visible beyond the development site
4.
The appearance and character of the commercial uses are compatible with a residential
development. The non-residential uses are accessory uses for the assisted living facility and if the
underlying assisted living facility use is discontinued the non-residential use shall not continue.
8.7.7

Public Transportation: Applicant shall provide shuttle service for residents to nearby public
transportation facilities and other community resources.

8.7.8
Decision: A site plan pursuant to the provisions of Section 10.5 shall be required. The Zoning
Board of Appeals may issue a special permit for a development when it finds that the proposed use is in
harmony with the purpose and intent of the bylaw and the proposal shall be subject to the general or
specific provisions set forth herein. The Zoning Board of Appeals may wave any or all dimensional
requirements, when, in the judgement of the Zoning Board of Appeals, such action is in the public
interest and not inconsistent with the provisions of this Section 8.7. Any such permit issued may also
impose reasonable conditions, safeguards and limitations of time and use. The Zoning Board of Appeals
as Special Permit Granting Authority reserves the right to amend, modify or revoke any permit granted
for noncompliance of aforesaid conditions.
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PLANNING BOARD VOTE:

5-0

FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION:
MOVED:
The Finance Committee recommends that the motion presented by the Planning Board
to Town Meeting for Article 36 as written in the warrant be adopted.
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:

7-0

PLANNING BOARD DISCUSSION:
On February 6th and again on March 6th, 2019, the Planning Board
discussed the proposed article to amend the Zoning By-laws Section 8.0. The goal of this and related zoning
articles is to modernize Canton’s zoning regulations around medical facilities and uses. The goals include ensuring
equity in housing, services, health and safety for everyone; To manage development well, where thoughtful
development preserves town character, while providing services for a diversity of residents; To provide necessary
medical services for vulnerable populations, such as allowing for addiction services; To clarify the definitions, uses,
parking, and special regulations for medical facilities (For example: hospitals, clinics, doctor’s offices) and
residential facilities with medical components (For example: senior living facilities, nursing homes). The new
definitions will be clearly tied to state licensing definitions and requirements, the uses will require mostly special
permits, the parking will follow planning and design standards, and the special regulations will minimize the impact
of more intensive uses on the town and residential neighbors.
Proposed residential special regulation changes include:
•
Treating independent senior living apartments (age-restricted) as multi-family dwellings and required to
follow those special regulations (Section 8.2.2 Multifamily Dwellings Requirements)
•
Separating convalescent or nursing homes from “Boarding or Lodging Houses, or Tourist Homes” and
creating special regulations for those uses in another Section
•
By adding special regulations for Assisted Living Facilities
The Planning Board has one small correction to the text of the article in the motion. In Section 8.7.8 Decision, The
words “The Zoning Board of Appeals may way…” should read “The Zoning Board of Appeals may waive…”
FINANCE COMMITTEE DISCUSSION:
The Finance Committee voted unanimously to support the Planning
Board objective in this Article, one of the related group of Articles 33 – 39, which is to modernize the Town’s zoning
regulations around medical facilities and uses. This particular Article concerns certain “living or residential” type
facilities.
APPROVED__________DISAPPROVED__________

ARTICLE 37
AMEND ZONING BY-LAW SECTION 6.1. OFF-STREET PARKING
Article 37 To see if the Town will vote to amend Zoning By-law Section 6.l.1. for Parking Requirements in All
Districts by adding new, separate off-street parking principal uses and requirements for “Assisted Living facilities;”
“In-patient medical facilities: long-term care facilities, hospitals, or in-patient substance abuse detoxification or
treatment centers;” and “Out-patient facilities: clinics, medical offices, and out-patient substance abuse
detoxification or treatment centers,” and to revise “Boarding and lodging houses, tourist homes, hotels, motels” as
follows:
PRINCIPAL USE
REQUIRED PARKING
Assisted Living Facilities
0.5 spaces/ 1,000 building gross square footage plus
employee parking as deemed adequate by the Board of
Appeals
Boarding and lodging houses, hotels, motels
One parking space for each sleeping room for single or
double occupancy, or, where not divided into such
rooms (as in a dormitory), one space for each two (2)
beds
In-patient medical facilities: long-term care facilities,
2.5 spaces/ 1,000 building gross square footage
hospitals, or in-patient substance abuse detoxification or
treatment centers
Out-patient medical facilities: clinics, medical offices, or
4.0 spaces/ 1,000 building gross square footage
out-patient substance abuse detoxification or treatment
centers
or to take any other action related thereto.
Board of Selectmen for Planning Board
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Commentary: The goal of this and related zoning articles is to modernize Canton’s zoning regulations around
medical facilities and uses. The goals include ensuring equity in housing, services, health and safety for everyone;
To manage development well, where thoughtful development preserves town character, while providing services
for a diversity of residents; To provide necessary medical services for vulnerable populations, such as allowing for
addiction services; To clarify the definitions, uses, parking, and special regulations for medical facilities (For
example: hospitals, clinics, doctor’s offices) and residential facilities with medical components (For example: senior
living facilities, nursing homes). The new definitions will be clearly tied to state licensing definitions and
requirements, the uses will require mostly special permits, the parking will follow planning and design standards,
and the special regulations will minimize the impact of more intensive uses on the town and residential neighbors.
Proposed parking regulation changes include:
•
Adding parking regulations for assisted living facilities
•
Separating nursing and convalescent homes from Boarding and lodging houses, tourist homes, hotels, and
motels – rather, those uses will be included in-patient facilities
•
Adding in-patient and outpatient medical facility parking requirements

PLANNING BOARD MOTION
MOVED:
That Zoning By-law Section 6.l.1. for Parking Requirements in All Districts be amended
by adding new, separate off-street parking principal uses and requirements for “Assisted Living
facilities;” “In-patient medical facilities: long-term care facilities, hospitals, or in-patient substance
abuse detoxification or treatment centers;” and “Out-patient facilities: clinics, medical offices, and outpatient substance abuse detoxification or treatment centers,” and to revise “Boarding and lodging
houses, tourist homes, hotels, motels” as follows:
PRINCIPAL USE
Assisted Living Facilities
Boarding and lodging houses, hotels, motels

In-patient medical facilities: long-term care
facilities, hospitals, rehabilitation hospitals, or inpatient substance abuse detoxification or
treatment centers
Out-patient medical facilities: clinics, medical
offices, or out-patient substance abuse
detoxification or treatment centers

REQUIRED PARKING
0.5 spaces/ 1,000 building gross square footage
plus employee parking as deemed adequate by
the Board of Appeals
One parking space for each sleeping room for
single or double occupancy, or, where not divided
into such rooms (as in a dormitory), one space
for each two (2) beds
2.5 spaces/ 1,000 building gross square footage

4.0 spaces/ 1,000 building gross square footage

PLANNING BOARD VOTE:

5-0

FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION:
MOVED:
The Finance Committee recommends that the motion presented by the Planning Board
to Town Meeting for Article 37 as written in the warrant be adopted.
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:

7-0

PLANNING BOARD DISCUSSION:
On February 6th and again on March 6th, 2019, the Planning Board
discussed the proposed article to amend the Zoning By-laws Section 6.1. The goal of this and related zoning
articles is to modernize Canton’s zoning regulations around medical facilities and uses. The goals include ensuring
equity in housing, services, health and safety for everyone; To manage development well, where thoughtful
development preserves town character, while providing services for a diversity of residents; To provide necessary
medical services for vulnerable populations, such as allowing for addiction services; To clarify the definitions, uses,
parking, and special regulations for medical facilities (For example: hospitals, clinics, doctor’s offices) and
residential facilities with medical components (For example: senior living facilities, nursing homes). The new
definitions will be clearly tied to state licensing definitions and requirements, the uses will require mostly special

- 84 -

ANNUAL TOWN MEETING MAY 13, 2019

permits, the parking will follow planning and design standards, and the special regulations will minimize the impact
of more intensive uses on the town and residential neighbors.
Proposed parking regulation changes include:
•
Adding parking regulations for assisted living facilities
•
Separating nursing and convalescent homes from Boarding and lodging houses, tourist homes, hotels, and
motels – rather, those uses will be included in-patient facilities
•
Adding in-patient and outpatient medical facility parking requirements
The Planning Board has one small change in the text of the motion. They are adding “rehabilitation hospital” after
“hospital” in the principal use column.
FINANCE COMMITTEE DISCUSSION:
The Finance Committee voted unanimously to support the Planning
Board objective in this Article, one of the related group of Articles 33 – 39, which is to modernize the Town’s zoning
regulations around medical facilities and uses. This particular Article concerns certain Parking regulations for both
“living or residential” type facilities and “institutional” health facilities.

APPROVED__________DISAPPROVED__________

ARTICLE 38
AMEND ZONING BY-LAWS – DELETE SENIOR HOUSING OVERLAY DISTRICT
Article 38 To see if the Town will vote to amend the Zoning By-laws:
1.

By deleting Section 9.9 Canton Senior Housing Overlay District (SHOD) the text of which is being deleted
appears below indicated by strike out.

9.9 CANTON SENIOR HOUSING OVERLAY DISTRICT
9.9.1
Purpose. The purpose of the Senior Housing Overlay District (SHOD) is to:
1. Provide for the establishment of a specialized Senior Housing Community that will furnish mixed and diverse
varieties of enriched service, supportive and secure housing for individuals sixty-two (62) years of age or older
who do not want or need placement in a hospital or nursing home.
2. Create regulatory procedures to promote flexibility in land use planning in appropriate locations for the uses
defined herein
3. Provide for residential development in a manner that conserves environmental features, woodlands, wet areas,
open space, areas of scenic beauty, views and vistas. Such communities shall be designed to achieve
compatibility with their surroundings and to encourage orderly and well-planned development.
9.9.2 Overlay District; Applicability. The SHOD shall be construed as an overlay district. This district may be
applied as an overlay to any parcel of land which has been designated by a town meeting vote. All requirements of
the underlying zoning district(s) shall remain in full force and effect, except where the requirements of the SHOD
are less restrictive or provide for uses or structures not otherwise available in the underlying district(s). In such
cases the requirements of the SHOD may supersede the underlying zoning regulations upon the issuance of a
special permit from the Zoning Board of Appeals.
9.9.3 Locations and Eligibility. No parcel shall be placed in the SHOD unless it contains ten (10) contiguous
upland acres of land. The location of a SHOD shall include all land designated by Town Meeting as being within the
SHOD, pursuant to G.L. c. 40A, s. 5.
9.9.4 Definitions. See Section 11, “Senior Housing Overlay District.”
9.9.5 Use Restrictions and Requirements. A Senior Housing Community may be authorized by a special permit
issued by the Zoning Board of Appeals pursuant to this Section and in compliance with the standards set forth
herein.
1. Multifamily residential structures consisting of dwelling units occupied by persons 62 years of age or older and
which are designed as townhouse style structures to have dwelling units side by side or as apartment style
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2.
3.

structures to have dwelling units placed one above another. There may be more than one building on a single
lot in a Senior Housing Community with a minimum of thirty feet for internal lot line setbacks within the Senior
Housing Community.
Structures and uses accessory to the Senior Housing Community including but not limited to: meals and
communal dining, transportation, laundry, recreation, entertainment, exercise, healthcare, therapy,
beautification, automated teller machines and limited banking, and community activities.
All Senior Housing Community dwellings shall be connected to the public sewer or shall comply with the
provisions of the State Sanitary Code, 310 CMR 15.00, any other applicable State regulations, and with the
rules of the Town of Canton Board of Health.

9.9.6 Density. No building or structure shall be designed, arranged or constructed and no building, structure or
land shall be used, in whole or in part, which exceeds one dwelling unit per -three thousand seven hundred and
fifty (3,750) square feet of "buildable lot area". Upon placement of an eligible subject property in this SHOD by
vote of Town Meeting, and if the applicant for a special permit pursuant to this Section 9.9 desires to subdivide the
subject property for the sole purpose of donating a portion of the subject property's total acreage to the Town of
Canton, and where the subject property shall thereafter fully maintain compliance with all other requirements of
the herein overlay district, the Special Permit Granting Authority may adjust the density factor to allow the subject
property to maintain the right to total unit count available prior to any such subdivision and subsequent donation.
Said donation shall be received by the Town of Canton via its Board of Selectmen subject to MGL Ch. 44 s 53A.
Under no circumstances shall such a subdivision cause the subject property to be out of conformity with any other
requirement of the herein overlay district.
9.9.7 Application. An application for a special permit for construction within a SHOD shall be submitted to the
Zoning Board of Appeals on forms furnished by the Zoning Board of Appeals, accompanied by the fees set forth
below, the following information and data, and a development plan as described below:
1. All of the information required for site plan approval pursuant to Zoning Bylaws Section 10.5;
2. The name(s) and address(es) of the Applicant and all legal and beneficial owners of the site and an instrument
executed by all persons owning property constituting the site consenting to the development of the subject
property, as applied for.
3. A proposed development schedule showing the expected start of construction, the rate of construction and
development, including stages, if applicable, and the estimated date of completion.
4. A narrative report prepared by the Applicant's qualified professionals detailing the impact of the development
on the Town's capacity to furnish services, including, but not limited to, roads, water and sanitation.
5. Information regarding the number and kind of units and other structures (including signs) proposed, their
location, the number of units planned for each use (i.e. independent living , assisted living, and memory care),
the type of materials to be used in construction. The architecture of the structures shall be sensitive to the
abutting structures and residences.
6. Areas to be set aside for building structures, parking areas, and any easements.
7. A Traffic Study prepared by the Applicant's qualified professional and any other information that the Zoning
Board of Appeals may reasonably require in a form acceptable to said Board to assist in determining whether
the Applicant's proposed development plan meets the objectives of this Section.
9.9.8 Lot Coverage Requirement. At least thirty percent (30%) of the Senior Housing Community shall be open
space. The open space shall have a shape suitable to assure its use for landscaping and/or open space purposes. In
all districts, the Zoning Board of Appeals may approve a Senior Housing Community with no more than 30% lot
coverage.
9.9.9 Dimensional Regulations. All dimensions shall comply with the lot dimensional regulations of this
subsection. In addition, the applicant shall prepare a "Development and Use" plan in accordance with design
standards submitted and approved by the Zoning Board of Appeals.
Requirement
Minimum lot area
Minimum Frontage
Minimum Lot width
Minimum Front yard
Minimum Side yard
Minimum Rear yard

Residential District
10 acres
150 feet
200 feet
60 feet
40 feet
50 feet

Business, Industrial, Limited Industrial
10 acres
150 feet
175 feet
60 feet
35 feet
40 feet

9.9.10 Minimum Lot Frontages. SHOD sites shall have a minimum frontage of one hundred and fifty (150) feet
and at least one means of ingress/egress provided by a primary public roadway.
9.9.11 Landscaping. A minimum buffer area of ten (10) feet shall be provided at the perimeter of the SHOD site.
-Additional screening shall be designed and installed within setback areas adjoining or facing residential properties,
to the extent deemed appropriate by the Zoning Board of Appeals as a part of the site plan approval process.
Vegetation in this buffer area shall not be destroyed or removed, except for normal maintenance. Buffer areas shall
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be included in calculating the Open Space requirement of this by-law. Applicant shall file a landscape plan,
prepared by a landscape architect that demonstrates sufficient plantings to provide adequate screening. The
landscaping plan shall strive to be
consistent with the requirements of Section 10.5 in terms of the percent of the total interior landscaped area. The
Zoning Board of Appeals may reduce the width of the required buffer and modify other landscaping requirements
where the applicant demonstrates that suitable screening will be provided by other means.
9.9.12 Parking and Loading. There shall be a minimum of (a) 0.75 parking spaces per independent living
dwelling unit and (b) 0.5 parking spaces per assisted living dwelling unit and these calculations include necessary
staff and visitor parking. The Applicant shall provide information detailing the method of computation of parking
spaces. All parking shall be confined to the site except as allowed under Section 4.05 Parking for residents of the
SHOD must be reserved exclusively for their use. The Applicant shall demonstrate sufficient off-street loading
space to insure that all loading operations take place off the public way.
9.9.13 Stormwater Management. The stormwater management system shall be designed in accordance with
the Subdivision Regulations and the MassDEP's Stormwater Management Guidelines and Regulations, as amended.
9.9.14 Utilities. All electric, gas, telephone, water distribution lines, and other utilities shall be placed
underground.
9.9.15 Building Height. No building or structure shall be constructed to exceed thirty six (36') feet. Maximum
building height shall be measured as set forth in the State Building Code 780 CMR. Structures erected on a building
and not used for human occupancy, such as chimneys, heating, ventilating or air conditioning equipment, solar or
photovoltaic panels, elevator housings, antennas, skylights, cupolas, spires, or other such roof structures and the
like may exceed the maximum height of building provided that no part of the structures is more than fifteen (15)
higher than the upper elevation of the
building and the total horizontal coverage of such structures on the building does not exceed twenty-five (25)
percent. An additional one foot in height - - may be obtained by special permit granted by the Zoning Board of
Appeals by which applicant demonstrates an additional foot in excess of the required setback distance, narrower
side yard, or rear yard depth whichever of the three is the smallest; provided however, the height in any case shall
not exceed forty two (42) feet.
9.9.16 Lighting. All lights and other sources of illumination (whether interior or exterior) and all intense light
emanating from operations or equipment shall be shielded from direct view at normal eye level from streets and
residential districts.
9.9.17 Signage. All signs and awnings shall conform to the maximum area, height, number, setback and
illumination requirements set forth in Section 6.3.
9.9.18 Noise Regulation. From the date the Senior Housing Community receives its final Certificate of
Occupancy, no activity or use shall be allowed which causes exterior noise levels to exceed a day-night average
sound level of 65 decibels at the lot line; no dwelling unit shall be located where exterior noise levels exceed a daynight average sound level of 65 decibels; and no dwelling unit shall be constructed which allows interior noise
levels to exceed a day-night average sound level of 45 decibels. The day/night average sound level (Ld.) is the 24hour average sound level, in decibels, resulting from the accumulation of noise from all sources contributing to the
external noise environment of the site (with 10 decibels added to sound levels occurring from 10:00 AM to 7:00
PM. The day-night average sound level shall be determined in accordance with The Code of Federal Regulations,
Title 24 Housing and Urban Development, Part 51 Environmental Criteria and Standards (24 CFR 51).
9.9.19 Affordable Units. In accordance with the provisions set forth in this Section 9.9.19 below, at the request
of the applicant the Zoning Board of Appeals as Special Permit Granting Authority in acting upon the application for
a special permit for the SHOD development shall make specific findings as to whether there will be a benefit to the
Town as a result of allowing the applicant to make a grant of funds to the Town in lieu of inclusionary affordable
units in the SHOD development. The Zoning Board of Appeals shall consider, as the most significant factor in
making this finding, whether the applicant and the Town acting through the Board of Selectmen have executed a
Development Agreement that includes without limitation the applicant's agreement to make a grant of funds to the
Town for use in developing or fostering the development of affordable housing in the Town or for use by the Town
for any other municipal purposes.
The execution of such a Development Agreement shall strongly indicate that the Zoning Board of Appeals should
find that there will be a benefit to the Town as a result of allowing the applicant to make a grant of funds to the
Town in lieu of inclusionary affordable units in the SHOD development. The findings shall also include consideration
of appropriateness of the development site location for income eligible households, including proximity to and
quality of public transportation, schools and other services, as well as input from the Planning Board and the Board
of Selectmen. In exercising its discretion to decide whether a benefit would result to the Town in allowing a grant
of funds in lieu of inclusionary units, the Zoning Board of Appeals shall be subject to the following.
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A.

B.

At least twelve percent (12%) of the number of Independent Living units in the SHOD shall be restricted for
rental by persons earning not more than eighty percent of the area median family income as defined by the
DHCD. Such affordable units shall be integrated into the overall development so as to prevent the physical
segregation of such units and otherwise shall be indistinguishable from market rate units and their associated
services except in size and interior finishing and appliances.
Grant of Funds—Subject to the Zoning Board of Appeal's or Board of Selectmen's respective determinations in
Section 9.9.19 A, in lieu of providing affordable units within a development as described in Section 9.9.19 A,
the applicant may choose to make a cash contribution to the Town of Canton via the Board of Selectmen
pursuant to MGL Ch. 44, s. 53A, which payment shall be made upon the issuance of the first building permit
associated with the applicant's project. In doing so, the applicant shall comply with the following procedure:
1. Pre-Application Meeting—The applicant shall convene a pre-application meeting with the Planning Board
and the Board of Selectmen to discuss the project proposal and affordable housing requirements.
2. Submittal of Affordable Housing Plan—The applicant shall fill out and submit a Cash Contribution Form as
part of the pre-application meeting for site plan approval to the planning board. This form requires the
following information:
a. Name, location and statement of the total project units and the type of units.
b. Verification from the DHCD that the town is in compliance with the 10% requirements of
affordable housing standards for the community.
c. The following formula shall be applied as the basis for the cash contribution: Total number of
Independent Living units in the SHOD X=$7,501 = Total Donation.
d. The total amount of the cash contribution to be made by the applicant.
e.
If the development shall occur in more than one phase, each phase shall expressly be subject to
the donation formula herein.

C. The Zoning Board of Appeals in issuing the Special Permit will rely upon input from the Planning Board and the
Board of Selectmen to ensure compliance with the provisions of this section. In addition, the Zoning Board of
Appeals may impose conditions in which the building commissioner may limit, restrict, or withhold the issuance of a
certificate of occupancy for any market rate unit(s) in a development until, to the extent applicable:
1. all of the affordable units have obtained a certificate of occupancy; or
2. any land, buildings, off-site units and/or cash contribution agreed upon to be donated to the Town or its
designee have been conveyed.
9.9.20 Fees. The filing fee for a Special Permit pursuant to this section shall be
$1000.00. The Planning Board may charge the applicant a filing fee for site plan approval in addition to a technical
review fee pursuant to MGL. c. 44 s. 53G to engage professional services to review an application for a special
permit within the SHOD.
9.9.21 Accessibility. The facility and parking shall comply with all state and federal requirements for handicapped
access.
9.9.22 Public Transportation. Applicant shall provide shuttle service for residents to nearby public transportation
facilities and other community resources.
9.9.23 Decision. A site plan pursuant to the provisions of Section 10. 5 shall be required.
The Zoning Board of Appeals may issue a special permit for a development in the SHOD when it finds that the
proposed use is in harmony with the purpose and intent of the bylaw and the proposal shall be subject to general
or specific provisions set forth herein.
The Zoning Board of Appeals may waive any or all of the dimensional requirements, when, in the judgment of the
Zoning Board of Appeals, such action is in the public interest and not inconsistent with the provisions of this
Section 9.9 Any such permit issued may also impose reasonable conditions, safeguards and limitations of time and
use. The Zoning Board of Appeals as Special Permit Granting Authority reserves the right to amend, modify or
revoke any permit granted for noncompliance of aforesaid conditions.
And
2.
By relabeling section 9.9 as not used
Or to take any other action related thereto.
Board of Selectmen for Planning Board
Commentary: The purpose of this warrant article is to delete the Senior Housing Overlay District zoning bylaw.
The current Senior Housing Overlay District has been developed and will become a pre-existing non-conforming
use. The Planning Board would prefer to allow for Assisted Living Facilities and Senior Independent Living
apartments in the underlying zoning rather than a special district.
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PLANNING BOARD MOTION
MOVED:

That Zoning By-laws of the Town be amended as follows:

1.

By deleting Section 9.9 Canton Senior Housing Overlay District (SHOD) and

2.

By relabeling section 9.9 as not used.
PLANNING BOARD VOTE:

5-0

FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION:
MOVED:
The Finance Committee recommends that the motion presented by the Planning Board
to Town Meeting for Article 38 as written in the warrant be adopted.
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:

7-0

PLANNING BOARD DISCUSSION:
On February 6th and again on March 6th, 2019, the Planning Board
discussed the proposed article to delete the Senior Housing Overlay District. The current Senior Housing Overlay
District has been developed and will become a pre-existing non-conforming use. The Planning Board would prefer
to allow for Assisted Living Facilities and Senior Independent Living apartments in the underlying zoning as a
special permit rather than a special district.
The Planning Board have no changes in the text of the motion.
FINANCE COMMITTEE DISCUSSION:
The Finance Committee unanimously supported this Planning Board
Article which deletes the Town’s existing Senior Housing Overlay District. Properties in the district have been
developed and the overlay is no longer necessary. It is hoped that Senior Housing will continue to be developed in
the Town, more broadly in underlying zones, in a fashion not solely limited to a particular overlay.
APPROVED__________DISAPPROVED__________

ARTICLE 39
AMEND ZONING BY-LAWS – DELETE VILLAGE HOUSING OVERLAY DISTRICT
Article 39 To see if the Town will vote to amend the Zoning By-laws:
1.

By deleting Section 9.6 Village Housing Overlay District (VHOD) the text of which is being deleted appears
below indicated by strike out.

9.6 VILLAGE HOUSING OVERLAY DISTRICT (VHOD)
9.6.1
1.
2.
3.

Purpose. The purpose of the Village Housing Overlay District (VHOD) is to:
Provide dwellings for occupancy by individuals fifty-five (55) years of age or older;
Provide for mixed and diverse varieties of housing, including affordable housing; and
Provide for residential development in a manner that conserves environmental features, woodlands, wet
areas, open space, areas of scenic beauty, views and vistas.

9.6.2

Overlay District; Applicability. The VHOD is an overlay zoning district. The benefits of the Village
Housing Overlay District Development (VHODD) shall accrue only to those parcels located entirely within
the boundaries of the VHOD. If the landowner selects to file a development plan in conformance with the
requirements of the VHOD, the development shall conform to the objectives, standards and criteria
specified by the VHOD. If the landowner selects to file a development plan in conformance with the
requirements of the underlying zoning district, the development shall conform to the objectives, standards
and criteria specified by the underlying zoning by-law.
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9.6.3 Location. The location of a VHOD shall include all land designated by Town Meeting as being within the
VHOD, pursuant to G.L. c. 40A, s. 5.
9.6.4 Occupancy. The occupancy of a VHODD shall be by residents fifty-five (55) years of age or older, pursuant
to G.L. c. 151 B.
9.6.5 Definitions. See Section 11, “Village Housing Overlay District.”
9.6.6 Use Restrictions or Requirements. A VHODD, consisting of the multi-family uses set forth below,
individually or in combination, may be authorized by a special permit issued by the Planning Board pursuant to this
Section and in compliance with the standards set forth herein.
1.
2.
3.

Townhouse Style Structures consisting of dwelling units occupied by persons fifty-five (55) years of age or
older and which are designed to have each dwelling unit placed side by side. Townhouse Style Structure
shall contain no less than two (2) units.
Apartment Style Structures which contain dwelling units occupied by persons fifty-five (55) years of age or
older and which are designed to have dwelling units placed one above another (stacked). Apartment Style
Structures shall contain no more than eight (8) dwelling units, and;
Structures and uses accessory to the multi-family use set forth above including: Community building
serving the residents of the VHODD; underground utilities located on a lot not serving the dwelling;
recreational facilities; and roadways.

9.6.7 Application. An application for a special permit for construction of a VHODD shall be submitted to the
Planning Board on forms furnished by the Panning Board, accompanied by the filing fee, the following information
and data, and a development plan as described below.
1.
2.

3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

All of the information required for site plan approval, if applicable;
The name and address of the Applicant(s) and all legal and beneficial owners of the site. Copies of all
instruments, options, contracts or encumbrances affecting ownership of the development site. An
instrument executed by all persons owning property within the site consenting to the development of the
subject property, as applied for.
A proposed development schedule showing the beginning of construction, the rate of construction and
development, including stages, if applicable, and the estimated date of completion.
A narrative Design Review report prepared by qualified professionals, detailing the impact of the
development on the Town's capacity to furnish services including, but not limited to, roads, water and
sanitation.
Information regarding the number and kind of dwelling units and other structures (including signs)
proposed, their location, the number of bedrooms planned, the sale prices anticipated and population
projections pertaining thereto.
Areas to be set aside for building structures, parking areas and conservation and recreation easements.
Information pertaining to any condominium organization (if any).
Copies of all proposed deed restrictions to ensure occupancy by persons fifty-five (55) years of age or
older, the resale of the dwelling units at affordable prices and the right of first refusal in favor of the Town
for dwelling units to be sold at affordable prices, if applicable.
Any and all other information that the Planning Board may reasonably require in a form acceptable to it to
assist in determining whether the Applicant's proposed development plan meets the objectives of this
Section.

9.6.8 Qualifying Land Area. Qualifying Land Areas shall be in one ownership with definitive boundaries, shall be
located entirely within a VHOD and shall contain at least ten (10) contiguous acres of land. No more than fifteen
(15) percent of a Qualifying Land Area shall be Wetlands.
9.6.9 Density. Not more than one (1) dwelling unit shall be constructed for each five thousand (5,000) square
feet of Qualifying Land Area or portion thereof in a VHODD.
9.6.10 Open Space Requirement. At least thirty (30%) percent of the VHODD site shall be open space. The
open space shall have a shape suitable to assure its use for landscaping and/or open space purposes.
9.6.11 Buffer Area. The Planning Board may require Buffer Areas at specific locations along the perimeter of the
VHODD. Vegetation in this buffer area shall be enhanced as necessary to provide a visual barrier. Buffer areas shall
be included in calculating the Open Space requirement of this by-law.
9.6.12 Minimum Lot Frontages. VHODD sites shall have a minimum frontage of one hundred and twenty (120)
feet and at least one (1) means of ingress/egress provided by a primary public roadway.
9.6.13 Ingress and Egress. Each means of ingress/egress shall have a continuous frontage of sixty (60) feet on
a primary roadway. The Planning Board has the discretion to require more than one (1) means of ingress/egress to
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the extent that the proposed primary public road exceeds one thousand (1000) feet in length, in accordance with
the Canton Subdivision Rules and Regulations. The primary public roadway(s) serving the site shall be subject to
the Rules and Regulations of the Canton Planning Board governing the Subdivision of Land, the Canton Department
of Public Works regulations regarding water, sewer and storm drainage systems, and any other applicable
regulation and/or standards of the Town.
1.

2.

The secondary private roadway(s) serving the site shall be sized to adequately serve the intended
vehicular and pedestrian traffic. The secondary private roadway(s) shall strive to conform to the Rules and
Regulations of the Canton Planning Board governing the Subdivision of Land, the Canton Department of
Public Works regulations regarding water, sewer and storm drainage systems, and any other applicable
regulation and/or standards of the Town.
The secondary private roadways shall be maintained by an association of unit owners or by the applicant.
Paths for the use of residents shall be attractively designed with proper regard for convenience, separation
of vehicular, bicycle and pedestrian traffic, and access to the amenities and facilities on the site and to
paths on adjacent sites.

9.6.14 Parking. There shall be a minimum of two (2) parking spaces per dwelling unit. At least fifty (50%)
percent of all Townhouse residential parking spaces required shall not be surface parking. At least fifty (50%)
percent of all Apartment residential parking spaces required shall not be surface parking. All non-surface parking
shall be designed to be an integral part of the residential structure it serves.
1. All required parking shall be exclusively reserved for motor vehicles of residents or employees of the
development.
9.6.15 Stormwater Management. The stormwater management system shall be designed in accordance with
the Subdivision Regulations and the DEP's Stormwater Management Guidelines and Regulations, as amended.
9.6.16 Utilities. All electric, gas, telephone, water distribution lines, and other utilities shall be placed
underground.
9.6.17 Dwellings. The development of one (1) or more townhouse-style and/or multifamily style structure on a
lot or lots shall be permitted in an application to construct a VHODD. Such dwellings may be situated on any
common or individual lot consistent with the overall design objectives of the VHOD, provided however, that such
dwellings shall be connected to the public sewer or shall comply with the provisions of the State Sanitary Code, 310
CMR 15.00, any other applicable State regulations, and with the rules of the Board of Health.
9.6.18 Affordable Units. At least fifteen percent (15%) of the dwelling units shall be deed restricted for purchase
by persons earning not more than eighty (80%) percent of the area median family income as defined by the
Commonwealth's Department of Housing and Community Development. Such affordable dwelling units shall be
integrated into the overall development so as to prevent the physical segregation of such units and otherwise shall
be indistinguishable from market rate units except in size and interior finishing and appliances. Preference. As a
condition of approval, the Planning Board shall require that Canton residents be given first preference in the
purchase of dwelling units within the VHODD. Such preference shall be for thirty (30%) percent of the dwelling
units in the VHODD and shall be for at least one (1) year from the issuance of the first certificate of occupancy for
any residential building within the VHODD.
9.6.19 Building Height. No building or structure shall be constructed to exceed thirty-five (35) feet or three (3)
stories, whichever is lower.
9.6.20 Setbacks. No building shall be constructed so as to be nearer to the line of any street than the "required
setback distance" or nearer to the side line of its lot than the "required side yard width" or nearer to the rear line of
its lot than the "required rear yard depth" specified below:
Required setback distance 30'
Required side yard width 30'
Required rear yard depth 30'
9.6.21 Fees. The filing fee for a special permit pursuant to this Section shall be one thousand dollars ($1,000).The
Planning Board shall also charge the applicant a technical review fee, pursuant to G. L. c. 44, s. 53G. Such
technical review fee shall be used to engage professional, technical and/or legal consultants to review an
application for a special permit within the VHOD. The initial deposit of such fee shall be ten thousand dollars
($10,000.00)
9.6.22 Decision. The Planning Board may grant a special permit for a VHODD where it makes the following
findings:
1. The proposed development complies with the requirements of this section;
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2.

The proposed development does not cause substantial detriment to the neighborhood after considering
the following potential consequences:
a. noise, during the construction and operational phases;
b. pedestrian and vehicular traffic;
c. environmental harm;
d. visual impact caused by the character and scale of the proposed structure(s).

And
2.
By relabeling section 9.6 as not used
Or to take any other action related thereto.
Board of Selectmen for Planning Board

Commentary: The purpose of this warrant article is to delete the Village Housing Overlay District zoning bylaw.
The current Village Housing Overlay District has been developed and will become a pre-existing non-conforming
use. The Planning Board would prefer to allow for Senior Independent Living apartments in the underlying zoning
rather than a special district, treating them as any other multifamily style development.
PLANNING BOARD MOTION
MOVED:

That Zoning By-laws be amended as follows:

1.

By deleting Section 9.6 Village Housing Overlay District (VHOD) and

2.

By relabeling section 9.6 as not used.
PLANNING BOARD VOTE:

5-0

FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION:
MOVED:
The Finance Committee recommends that the motion presented by the Planning Board
to Town Meeting for Article 39 as written in the warrant be adopted.
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:

7-0

PLANNING BOARD DISCUSSION:
On February 6th and again on March 6th, 2019, the Planning Board
discussed the proposed article to delete the Village Housing Overlay District. The current Village Housing Overlay
District has been developed and will become a pre-existing non-conforming use. There is another vacant parcel
that would still be able to be developed as age-restricted multifamily under the proposed revised Table of Use. The
Planning Board would prefer to allow for Senior Independent Living apartments in the underlying zoning as a
special permit rather than a special district, treating them as any other multifamily style development. The
Planning Board have no changes in the text of the motion.

FINANCE COMMITTEE DISCUSSION:
The Finance Committee unanimously supported this Planning Board
Article which deletes the Town’s existing Village (Senior) Housing Overlay District. Properties in the district have
been developed and the overlay is no longer necessary.

APPROVED__________DISAPPROVED__________
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ARTICLE 40
AMEND THE ZONING MAP BY REZONING CERTAIN BUSINESS PARCELS TO SINGLE RESIDENCE ZONES
Article 40 To see if the Town will vote to amend the Zoning Map to rezone the following parcels from Business (B)
Zone to the respective adjacent Single Family Zone: Single Residence AA (SR-AA), Single Residence B (SR-B), or
Single Residence C (SR-C) as follows:
Address
2 Tracywood Road
4 Tracywood Road
3 Tracywood Road
5 Tracywood Road
1 Meetinghouse Road
2 Meetinghouse Road
5 Meetinghouse Road
6 Meetinghouse Road
20 Louise Street
22 Louise Street
1 Edward Street
5 Edward Street
6 Edward Street
7 Edward Street
8 Edward Street

Parcel Number
088_021_000
088_019_000
088_020_000
088_018_000
079_103_000
079_100_000
079_104_000
079_099_000
079_106_000
079_105_000
079_090_000
079_089_000
079_083_000
079_088_000
079_084_000

16 Barbara Road
079_079_000
or to take any other action related thereto.
Board of Selectmen for Planning Board

Current Zone
B
Partially B, partially
B
Partially B, partially
B
B
Partially B, Partially
Partially B, Partially
Partially B, partially
Partially B, partially
Business
B
B
Partially B, Partially
Partially B, Partially
Partially SR-C
Partially B, Partially

SR-C
SR-B,

Proposed Zone
SR-AA
SR-AA
SR-AA
SR-AA
SR-C
SR-C
SR-C
SR-C
SR-C
SR-C
SR-C
SR-C
SR-C
SR-C
SR-B

SR-B

SR-B

SR-AA
SR-AA
SR-C
SR-C
SR-C
SR-C

Commentary: The aim of this zoning map change is to preserve existing single family home neighborhoods by
changing the underlying zoning to match the existing conditions.
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PLANNING BOARD MOTION
MOVED:
That the Zoning Map be amended to rezone parcels identified in the warrant from
Business (B) Zone to the respective adjacent Single Family Zone: Single Residence AA (SR-AA), Single
Residence B (SR-B), or Single Residence C (SR-C) as presented in the warrant.
PLANNING BOARD VOTE:

5-0

FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION:
MOVED:
The Finance Committee recommends that the motion presented by the Planning Board
to Town Meeting for Article 40 as written in the warrant be adopted.
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:

7-0

PLANNING BOARD DISCUSSION:
On February 6th and again on March 6th, 2019, the Planning Board
discussed the proposed article to rezone certain Business Zone parcels to Single Family Residence Zones. The aim
of this zoning map change is to preserve existing single-family home neighborhoods by changing the underlying
zoning to match the existing conditions.
The Planning Board have no changes in the text of the motion.
FINANCE COMMITTEE DISCUSSION:
The Finance Committee voted to unanimously support this Planning
Board Article which addresses single family home neighborhoods.

APPROVED__________DISAPPROVED__________

ARTICLE 41
AMEND ZONING BY-LAW 4.1.6 NOTES TO TABLES OF DIMENSIONAL REQUIREMENTS
Article 41 To see if the Town will vote to amend Zoning By-law 4.1.6 Notes to Tables of Dimensional
Requirements by adding a new subsection 3 as follows; or take any other action related thereto.
3. Residential Accessory structures.
a. Permitted and required accessory uses to residential properties shall be on the same lot of record as the
principal use to which they are necessary and shall be such as not to alter the character of the premises
on which it is located.
b. On lots less than three acres, no freestanding residential accessory building shall occupy part of the
required Front Yard.
c. In no case shall an accessory structure be allowed that is larger in size or height than the principal
building.
d. See the Table of Dimensional Requirements – Residence Districts for rear and side yard setbacks (Section
4.1.4)
e. Residential accessory building size may not exceed the size and number requirements outlined below 1, 2:
Lot size
Less than ½ acre
½ an acre to 1 acre
1 acre to 3 acres
3 or more acres

Maximum individual
accessory building
footprint
No greater than 800 sq. ft.
No greater than 1000 sq. ft.
No greater than 1,500 sq.
ft.
Must be smaller than
principal building, may be
located in any yard (front,
side, or rear)
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Maximum number of
accessory structures
3
4
5
No specific limit, lot
coverage applies

Maximum total
accessory
structure area
1,000 s.f.
1,000 s.f.
2,000 s.f.
No specific limit,
lot coverage
applies
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1

Ground mounted solar panels are exempt from footprint size limitations of this Section 4.1.6, but not lot
coverage limitations.
2
Historic storage or accessory structures on properties identified on the Massachusetts Cultural Resource
Information System (MACRIS) or by the local or state Massachusetts Historical Commissions will not count
towards maximum allowable square footage for the purposes of adding new accessory structures;
however, expanding an existing historic structure will be counted towards the allowable square footage.
Board of Selectmen for Planning Board
Commentary: Regulating accessory building size to be in smaller proportion to the principal building will prevent
residential accessory buildings from being disproportionately large and altering the character of the premises on
which it is located.
PLANNING BOARD MOTION
MOVED:
That Zoning By-law 4.1.6 Notes to Tables of Dimensional Requirements be amended by
adding a new subsection 3 as follows:
3. Residential Accessory structures.
a. Permitted and required accessory structures to residential properties shall be on the same lot
of record as the principal structure to which they are accessory and shall be such as not to alter
the character of the premises on which it is located.
b. On lots less than three acres, no freestanding residential accessory building shall occupy part
of the required Front Yard.
c. In no case shall an accessory structure be allowed that is larger in size or height than the
principal building.
d. See the Table of Dimensional Requirements – Residence Districts for rear and side yard
setbacks (Section 4.1.4)
e. Residential accessory building size may not exceed the size and number requirements outlined
below 1, 2:
Lot size
Less than ½ acre
½ an acre to 1 acre
1 acre to 3 acres
3 or more acres

1
2

Maximum individual
accessory building
footprint
No greater than 800 sq.
ft.
No greater than 1000 sq.
ft.
No greater than 1,500
sq. ft.
Must be smaller than
principal building, may
be located in rear, side
or front yard (except
front yard by special
permit from the Board of
Appeals only)

Maximum number of
accessory structures
3

Maximum total
accessory
structure area
1,000 s.f.

4

1,000 s.f.

4

2,000 s.f.

No specific limit, lot
coverage applies

No specific
limit, lot
coverage
applies

Ground mounted solar panels are exempt from footprint size limitations of this Section 4.1.6,
but not lot coverage limitations.
Historic storage or accessory structures on properties identified on the Massachusetts Cultural
Resource Information System (MACRIS) or by the local or state Massachusetts Historical
Commissions will not count towards maximum allowable square footage for the purposes of
adding new accessory structures; however, expanding an existing historic structure will be
counted towards the allowable square footage.
PLANNING BOARD VOTE:

5-0

FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION:
MOVED:
The Finance Committee recommends that the motion presented by the Planning Board
to Town Meeting for Article 41 as written in the warrant be adopted.
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FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:

7-0

PLANNING BOARD DISCUSSION:
On February 6th and again on March 6th, 2019, the Planning Board
discussed the proposed article to regulate the size of residential accessory structures. Regulating accessory
building size to be in smaller proportion to the principal building will prevent residential accessory buildings from
being disproportionately large and altering the character of the premises on which it is located.
The Planning Board voted 4-1 in favor (David McCarthy opposed) to change the text of the motion so that the
maximum number of accessory structures allowed for lots sized 1 acre to 3 acres was reduced to 4 total structures.
They also voted 5-0 in favor of allowing accessory buildings or structures in the front yards of lots sized 3 acres or
greater by special permit from the Board of Appeals.
FINANCE COMMITTEE DISCUSSION:
The Finance Committee voted to unanimously support the Planning
Board Article which addresses the size of accessory structures in relation to principal buildings in lots of particular
sizes.

APPROVED__________DISAPPROVED__________

ARTICLE 42
AMEND ZONING BY-LAWS SECTION 10.4.8 LAPSE REGARDING TIME FRAME FOR SPECIAL PERMITS TO
“LAPSE”
Article 42 To see if the Town will vote to amend Zoning By-Laws Section 10.4.8 as follows, or to take any action
related thereto.
10.4.8 Lapse. Special permits shall lapse if a substantial use thereof or construction thereunder has not begun,
except for good cause, within 3 years following the filing of the special permit approval (plus such time as required
to pursue or await the determination of an appeal referred to in G.L. c. 40A, s. 17, from the grant thereof) with the
Town Clerk.
Board of Selectmen for Planning Board
Commentary: Mass General Law Chapter 40 A, Section 9, Paragraph fourteen changed the specified period of
time in which a special permit lapses from not more than 2 years to not more than 3 years, effective August 10,
2016.
PLANNING BOARD MOTION
MOVED:

That Zoning By-Laws Section 10.4.8 be amended as follows:

10.4.8 Lapse. Special permits shall lapse if a substantial use thereof or construction thereunder has not
begun, except for good cause, within 3 years following the filing of the special permit approval (plus
such time as required to pursue or await the determination of an appeal referred to in G.L. c. 40A, s.
17, from the grant thereof) with the Town Clerk.
PLANNING BOARD VOTE:

5-0

FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION:
MOVED:
The Finance Committee recommends that the motion presented by the Planning Board
to Town Meeting for Article 42 as written in the warrant be adopted.
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:
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PLANNING BOARD DISCUSSION:
On February 6th and again on March 6th, 2019, the Planning Board
discussed the proposed article to change the time frame for special permits to lapse. Mass General Law Chapter 40
A, Section 9, Paragraph fourteen changed the specified period of time in which a special permit lapses from not
more than 2 years to not more than 3 years, effective August 10, 2016.
The Planning Board have no changes in the text of the motion.
FINANCE COMMITTEE DISCUSSION:
The Finance Committee voted to unanimously support the Planning
Board motion which extends the time after which Special Permits will “lapse”.

APPROVED__________DISAPPROVED__________

ARTICLE 43
AMEND VETERAN’S TAX PROGRAM
Article 43 To see if the town will vote to amend the motion voted by the Town pursuant to Article 28 at the 2014
annual town meeting to amend the references therein to $1000 by deleting the number $1000 and replacing same
with the new number $1500, pursuant to chapter 281 of the acts of 2018, or take any other action related thereto.
Board of Selectmen
MOVED:
That the motion voted by the Town pursuant to Article 28 at the 2014 annual town
meeting be hereby amended by deleting the references therein to One Thousand Dollars ($1,000) and
replacing same with the new number One Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($1,500) pursuant to chapter
281 of the Acts of 2018.
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:

8-0

DISCUSSION:
This article seeks to increase the property tax benefit for resident veterans, under which
veterans seeking relief can work for the town at minimum wage and apply those earnings to tax relief. The amount
of relief is presently capped at $1,000; the article would raise this to $1,500.

APPROVED__________DISAPPROVED__________
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ARTICLE 44
AMEND BORROWING FOR PLEASANT STREET DAM PROJECT
Article 44 To see if the Town will vote to amend the vote taken under Article 12, Motion 5 of the May 14, 2018
Annual Town Meeting by reducing the authorized borrowing for the Pleasant St. Dam project by a sum of money
obtained by the Town through settlement of litigation and the receipt of pledged funds through said settlement
agreement, and to appropriate said settlement and pledge funds for the Dam project or to take any other action in
relation thereto.
Board of Selectmen
MOVED:
That the sum of Two Hundred Seventy Five Thousand Dollars ($275,000.00) be
appropriated to the Reservoir Pond dam repair project by transfer from Free Cash (Undesignated Fund
Balance) in the Treasury of the Town thereby increasing the appropriation voted in Article 12 motion
10 of the 2017 Annual Town Meeting and Article 12 motion 5 of the 2018 Annual Town Meeting of One
Million Two Hundred Fifty Thousand Dollars ($1,250,000) to One Million Five Hundred Twenty Five
Thousand Dollars ($1,525,000) with the intent that said funds shall be available in FY19 and to reduce
the amount authorized to be borrowed in said motion by Two Hundred Seventy Five Thousand Dollars
($275,000) to a lesser total borrowing authorization of Nine Hundred Seventy Five Thousand Dollars
($975,000).
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:

8-0

DISCUSSION:
The Town received $275,000 from the developer of the Pleasant Street Dam project as part of a
litigation settlement. This sum was deposited into the general fund which will increase the Town’s Free Cash
(Undesignated Fund Balance). This motion is to transfer/apply this $275,000 from Free Cash (Undesignated Fund
Balance) against the Town Pleasant Street Dam project, effectively reducing the outstanding obligation/borrowing
authorized in prior Town Meetings.

APPROVED__________DISAPPROVED__________

ARTICLE 45
VOTE TO TRANSFER FUNDS TO THE SOLAR FACILITY STABILIZATION FUND
Article 45 To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate, borrow pursuant to any applicable statute, or
transfer from available funds or by transfer from Free Cash, a sum of money for the Solar Facility Stabilization
Fund, or to take any action related thereto.
Board of Selectmen
MOVED:
That the sum of One Hundred Thousand Dollars ($100,000) be transferred for the
Fiscal Year ending June 30, 2019 from Free Cash (Undesignated Fund Balance) of the Town to the
Town Solar Facility Stabilization Fund.
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:

8-0

DISCUSSION:
The Finance Committee voted to recommend a transfer of $100,000 from free cash to the Town
Solar Facility Stabilization Fund. This transfer of funds is recommended, as future revenue from lease payments
and energy credits may not be sufficient to cover the cost of future rate increases and/or payments that the Town
would incur for electric power obtained from the solar power facility.
APPROVED__________DISAPPROVED__________
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ARTICLE 46
APPROPRIATE FUNDS TO MEET EXPENSES FOR NEXT FISCAL YEAR (FY20)
Article 46 To see what sums of money the town will vote to raise and appropriate, transfer from Free Cash,
transfer from any available funds or borrow pursuant to any applicable statute to meet the expenses of the next
fiscal year for the various Town Boards, Committees, Departments and Agencies, or to take any other action
related thereto.
Board of Selectmen
Article 46 – MOTION 1
MOVED:
That the following sums of money be transferred to the General Fund in Fiscal Year
2020 in order to fund the Town’s annual operating budget:

Vote to Transfer Available Funds
WITH A VOTE THAT $2,684,138 BE TRANSFERRED AS FOLLOWS:
TRANSFER FROM

AMOUNT

AMBULANCE SERVICE
WATER ENTERPRISE FUND
SOLAR FACILITY
SEWER ENTERPRISE FUND
AMBULANCE SERVICE
SCHOOL FOOD SERVICE
GREENLODGE STREET PARKING FEES
SALE OF LOTS/GRAVES
BOND PREMIUM FUND
CEMETERY PERPETUAL CARE (EXPENDABLE)

$1,050,000
536,298
347,908
329,454
165,150
160,500
70,000
10,000
9,828
5,000

TOTAL

$2,684,138

FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:

PURPOSE
FIRE DEPARTMENT
FIXED COSTS
TOWN-WIDE ELECTRICITY
FIXED COSTS
DEBT SERVICE
HEALTH INSURANCE
EXECUTIVE OFFICE
CEMETERY MAINTENANCE
DEBT SERVICE
CEMETERY MAINTENANCE

7-0

Article 46 – MOTION 1
DISCUSSION: This is a procedural motion to transfer funds from various sources to partially fund the general
operating budget.
APPROVED__________DISAPPROVED__________

Article 46 – MOTION 2
MOVED:
That the following sums of money be raised and appropriated from the FY 2020 tax
levy and other general revenues of the Town along with revenue sources listed in Motion 1.

Article 46 – MOTION 2
DISCUSSION: Please see the Finance Committee Report to the Town of Canton for ATM 2019 at the front of this
warrant for a discussion of the FY 2020 operating budget.
APPROVED__________DISAPPROVED__________
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OPERATING BUDGET
BY VOTING CATEGORY
School Dept

(300)

ORIGINAL
BUDGET
FY 19

FY18
ACTUAL

FY 2020
BASE
BUDGET

FY 2020
DEPT.
REQUEST

FY 2020
EXECUTIVE
REQUEST

FY 2020
FIN. COMM.
REQUEST

INC (DEC) FROM FY 19
FIN. COMM. - ORIG
$$$$
%%

42,396,405

43,811,359

44,705,401

44,114,362

44,114,362

1,717,957

4.1

40,069,659

42,396,405

43,811,359

44,705,401

44,114,362

44,114,362

1,717,957

4.1

301,612

362,876

374,847

374,847

371,857

371,857

8,981

2.5

341,065

375,217

378,725

378,725

376,389

376,389

1,172

0.3

24,068

35,203

35,203

35,203

35,203

35,203

0

0.0

Conservation Comm (171)

128,440

141,322

136,001

136,001

136,001

136,001

(5,321)

(3.8)

Council on Aging

381,610

391,319

405,628

405,628

405,628

405,628

14,309

3.7

Executive Area (129;151;154;179;195;244;910)

1,054,162

1,321,704

1,178,784

1,247,788

1,225,266

1,225,266

(96,438)

(7.3)

Finance Dept

1,017,856

1,088,745

1,142,112

1,198,612

1,151,448

1,151,448

62,703

5.8

6,064,291

6,114,373

6,334,650

6,590,533

6,487,105

6,487,105

372,732

6.1

334,471

362,737

380,400

380,400

380,400

380,400

17,663

4.9

658,725

779,515

801,982

829,882

805,565

805,565

26,050

3.3

(175)

63,266

66,170

68,877

68,877

67,628

67,628

1,458

2.2

(210;292)

4,963,632

5,061,662

5,239,805

5,547,492

5,338,398

5,338,398

276,736

5.5

Assessors

03-SCHOOL

(141)

Building & Zoning

(241;176)

Committees & Comm
(131;149;182;184;544;545;546;547;691;692)
(541)

(133;135;145;155)

Fire Department (215;220;221;231;232;291)
Health Department

(510)

Parks & Recreation (542;630;650)
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Planning Board
Police
Public Library

(610)

Public Works
(192-194;199;400;410;420;421;425-427;491-493
;632)
Town Clerk & Elected (161;163)
Veterans Services (543)

1,267,648

1,299,292

1,323,476

1,431,119

1,318,501

1,318,501

19,209

1.5

2,866,687

2,918,371

2,983,879

3,048,379

2,983,941

2,983,941

65,570

2.2

233,369

263,983

272,366

272,366

271,361

271,361

7,378

2.8

250,964

293,913

298,790

288,790

288,790

288,790

(5,123)

(1.7)

19,951,866

20,876,402

21,355,525

22,234,642

21,643,481

21,643,481

767,079

3.7

Blue Hills Regional (840)

1,160,586

1,214,066

1,214,066

1,448,406

1,448,406

1,448,406

234,340

19.3

Debt Service

4,761,906

4,639,138

4,639,138

4,555,133

4,555,133

4,555,133

(84,005)

(1.8)

12,193,256

12,658,908

12,658,908

12,840,339

12,510,339

12,510,339

(148,569)

(1.2)

14,696

20,000

20,000

20,000

20,000

20,000

0

0.0

1,000,000

800,000

800,000

1,000,000

1,030,000

1,030,000

230,000

28.8

0

500,000

500,000

500,000

700,000

700,000

200,000

40.0

4,799,914

5,249,494

5,249,494

5,638,751

5,638,751

5,638,751

389,257

7.4

TOTAL

01-MUNICIPAL

(710;751;752)

Employer Share-Health/Life (914;915)
Norfolk Agricult HS (841)
OPEB Transfers (993)
Reserve Fund

(132)

Retirement Benefits (911)
Snow & Ice

(423)

774,115

600,500

600,500

650,500

650,500

650,500

50,000

8.3

Street Lighting

(422)

88,745

85,000

85,000

91,000

91,000

91,000

6,000

7.1

1,076,813

1,205,700

1,205,700

1,212,368

1,212,368

1,212,368

6,668

0.6

Town Insurance

(946)
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40,069,659

TOTAL

OPERATING BUDGET
BY VOTING CATEGORY
Trash Collection

(433)

Unemployment Comp (913)
TOTAL

FY 2020
BASE
BUDGET

ORIGINAL
BUDGET
FY 19

FY18
ACTUAL

1,895,014

1,961,119

FY 2020
EXECUTIVE
REQUEST

FY 2020
DEPT.
REQUEST

1,961,119

2,010,000

FY 2020
FIN. COMM.
REQUEST

2,010,000

2,010,000

INC (DEC) FROM FY 19
FIN. COMM. - ORIG
$$$$
%%

48,881

2.5

100,000

100,000

100,000

100,000

100,000

100,000

0

0.0

02-FIXED COSTS

27,865,043

29,033,925

29,033,925

30,066,497

29,966,497

29,966,497

932,572

3.2

GRAND TOTALS :

87,886,568

92,306,732

94,200,809

97,006,540

95,724,340

95,724,340

3,417,608

3.7

RINK ENTERPRISE (700)

ORIGINAL
BUDGET
FY 19

FY 2020
BASE
BUDGET

FY 2020
DEPT.
REQUEST

FY 2020
EXECUTIVE
REQUEST

FY 2020
FIN. COMM.
REQUEST

INC (DEC) FROM FY 19
FIN. COM - ORIG
$$$$
%%
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12,159

15,430

9,250

13,250

70,000

70,000

54,570

353.7

SEWER ENTERPRISE (600 - 602)

6,544,541

6,646,625

6,675,944

6,734,962

6,723,307

6,723,307

76,682

1.2

WATER ENTERPRISE (640 - 642)

7,486,079

6,667,549

6,649,205

7,037,970

7,042,683

7,042,683

375,134

5.6
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ENTERPRISE FUNDS

FY 18
ACTUAL

TOWN OF CANTON
BUDGET REPORT FOR FY 2020
Dept. / Finance Committee Request

ORIGINAL
BUDGET
FY 19

FY 18
ACTUAL

FY 2020
DEPT.
REQUEST

FY 2020
BASE
BUDGET

FY 2020
EXECUTIVE
REQUEST

FY 2020
FIN. COMM.
REQUEST

INC (DEC) FROM FY 19
FIN. COMM. - ORIG
$$$$
%%

300 SCHOOL DEPARTMENT

TOTAL:
TOTAL:

Salaries
Expenses
TOTALS:
TOTAL

03-SCHOOL

32,446,081

33,894,989

35,309,943

36,203,985

35,612,946

35,612,946

1,717,957

5.1

7,623,578

8,501,416

8,501,416

8,501,416

8,501,416

8,501,416

0

0.0

40,069,659

42,396,405

43,811,359

44,705,401

44,114,362

44,114,362

1,717,957

4.1

40,069,659

42,396,405

43,811,359

44,705,401

44,114,362

44,114,362

1,717,957

4.1

240,538

244,596

256,567

256,567

253,577

253,577

8,981

3.7

61,074

118,280

118,280

118,280

118,280

118,280

0

0.0

301,612

362,876

374,847

374,847

371,857

371,857

8,981

2.5

16,079

25,068

15,863

15,863

15,863

15,863

(9,205)

(36.7)

7,626

11,909

11,909

11,909

11,909

11,909

0

0.0

23,705

36,977

27,772

27,772

27,772

27,772

(9,205)

(24.9)

298,107

317,997

330,710

330,710

328,374

328,374

10,377

3.3

19,253

20,243

20,243

20,243

20,243

20,243

0

0.0

317,360

338,240

350,953

350,953

348,617

348,617

10,377

3.1

341,065

375,217

378,725

378,725

376,389

376,389

1,172

0.3

3,372

4,865

4,865

4,865

4,865

4,865

0

0.0

9,645

6,635

6,635

6,635

6,635

6,635

0

0.0

13,017

11,500

11,500

11,500

11,500

11,500

0

0.0

0

300

300

0

0

0

(300)

(100.0)

0

700

700

0

0

0

(700)

(100.0)

0

1,000

1,000

0

0

0

(1,000)

(100.0)

141 ASSESSORS

TOTAL:
TOTAL:

Salaries
Expenses
TOTALS:

176 ZONING BOARD

Salaries
Expenses
TOTALS:

241 BUILDING DEPARTMENT

TOTAL:
TOTAL:

Salaries
Expenses
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TOTALS:
TOTAL

03-Building & Zoning

131 FINANCE COMMITTEE

TOTAL:
TOTAL:

Salaries
Expenses
TOTALS:

149 WATER/SEWER RATE POLICY

TOTAL:
TOTAL:

Salaries
Expenses
TOTALS:
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TOTAL:
TOTAL:

182 CAPITAL OUTLAY & PLANNING

TOTAL:
TOTAL:

Salaries
Expenses
TOTALS:

0

1,700

1,700

1,700

1,700

1,700

0

0.0

277

856

856

856

856

856

0

0.0

277

2,556

2,556

2,556

2,556

2,556

0

0.0

0

3,100

3,100

3,100

3,100

3,100

0

0.0

0

100

100

100

100

100

0

0.0

0

3,200

3,200

3,200

3,200

3,200

0

0.0

0

0

0

1,000

1,000

1,000

1,000

0.0

0

0

0

1,000

1,000

1,000

1,000

0.0

184 BUILDINGS RENOVATIONS COM

TOTAL:
TOTAL:

Salaries
Expenses
TOTALS:

544 PAUL REVERE HERITAGE COMM

TOTAL:

Salaries
TOTALS:

545 SUBSTANCE ABUSE COMMITTEE

TOWN OF CANTON
BUDGET REPORT FOR FY 2020
Dept. / Finance Committee Request
TOTAL:

Expenses
TOTALS:

ORIGINAL
BUDGET
FY 19

FY 18
ACTUAL

FY 2020
DEPT.
REQUEST

FY 2020
BASE
BUDGET

FY 2020
EXECUTIVE
REQUEST

FY 2020
FIN. COMM.
REQUEST

INC (DEC) FROM FY 19
FIN. COMM. - ORIG
$$$$
%%

9,831

10,000

10,000

10,000

10,000

10,000

0

0.0

9,831

10,000

10,000

10,000

10,000

10,000

0

0.0

0

1,000

1,000

1,000

1,000

1,000

0

0.0

0

1,000

1,000

1,000

1,000

1,000

0

0.0

0

500

500

500

500

500

0

0.0

0

400

400

400

400

400

0

0.0

0

900

900

900

900

900

0

0.0

943

3,669

3,669

3,669

3,669

3,669

0

0.0

943

3,669

3,669

3,669

3,669

3,669

0

0.0

0

498

498

498

498

498

0

0.0

0

880

880

880

880

880

0

0.0

0

1,378

1,378

1,378

1,378

1,378

0

0.0

24,068

35,203

35,203

35,203

35,203

35,203

0

0.0

120,844

124,222

118,901

118,901

118,901

118,901

(5,321)

(4.3)

7,596

17,100

17,100

17,100

17,100

17,100

0

0.0

128,440

141,322

136,001

136,001

136,001

136,001

(5,321)

(3.8)

304,052

304,329

318,638

318,638

318,638

318,638

14,309

4.7

77,559

86,990

86,990

86,990

86,990

86,990

0

0.0

381,610

391,319

405,628

405,628

405,628

405,628

14,309

3.7

372,405

377,858

382,674

392,616

392,616

392,616

14,758

3.9

90,704

91,215

91,215

92,215

92,215

92,215

1,000

1.1

463,108

469,073

473,889

484,831

484,831

484,831

15,758

3.4

247,664

266,300

266,300

320,300

297,778

297,778

31,478

11.8

247,664

266,300

266,300

320,300

297,778

297,778

31,478

11.8

147,989

148,812

172,944

172,944

172,944

172,944

24,132

16.2

6,285

7,545

7,545

10,132

10,132

10,132

2,587

34.3

154,274

156,357

180,489

183,076

183,076

183,076

26,719

17.1

44,168

61,200

79,786

79,786

79,786

79,786

18,586

30.4

546 WALK,BIKE & HIKE COMMITTEE

TOTAL:

Expenses
TOTALS:

547 DISABILITY COMMISSION

TOTAL:
TOTAL:

Salaries
Expenses
TOTALS:

691 HISTORICAL COMMISSION

Expenses
TOTALS:

692 BEAUTIFICATION COMMITTEE

TOTAL:
TOTAL:

Salaries
Expenses
TOTALS:
TOTAL

10-Committees & Commissions
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171 CONSERVATION COMMISSION

TOTAL:
TOTAL:

Salaries
Expenses
TOTALS:

541 COUNCIL ON AGING

TOTAL:
TOTAL:

Salaries
Expenses
TOTALS:

129 EXECUTIVE OFFICE

TOTAL:
TOTAL:

Salaries
Expenses
TOTALS:
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TOTAL:

151 TOWN COUNSEL

TOTAL:

Expenses
TOTALS:

154 HUMAN RESOURCES DEPT

TOTAL:
TOTAL:

Salaries
Expenses
TOTALS:

179 PLANNING DEPARTMENT

TOTAL:

Salaries

TOWN OF CANTON
BUDGET REPORT FOR FY 2020
Dept. / Finance Committee Request
TOTAL:

Expenses
TOTALS:

FY 18
ACTUAL

ORIGINAL
BUDGET
FY 19

FY 2020
DEPT.
REQUEST

FY 2020
BASE
BUDGET

FY 2020
EXECUTIVE
REQUEST

FY 2020
FIN. COMM.
REQUEST

INC (DEC) FROM FY 19
FIN. COMM. - ORIG
$$$$
%%

8,101

8,320

8,320

9,795

9,795

9,795

1,475

17.7

52,269

69,520

88,106

89,581

89,581

89,581

20,061

28.9

1,777

2,500

2,500

2,500

2,500

2,500

0

0.0

1,777

2,500

2,500

2,500

2,500

2,500

0

0.0

6,750

7,500

7,500

7,500

7,500

7,500

0

0.0

6,750

7,500

7,500

7,500

7,500

7,500

0

0.0

111,375

320,454

130,000

110,000

110,000

110,000

(210,454)

(65.7)

16,944

30,000

30,000

50,000

50,000

50,000

20,000

66.7

128,319

350,454

160,000

160,000

160,000

160,000

(190,454)

(54.3)

1,054,162

1,321,704

1,178,784

1,247,788

1,225,266

1,225,266

(96,438)

(7.3)

186,669

186,668

195,998

195,998

195,998

195,998

9,330

5.0

4,894

5,500

5,500

5,500

5,500

5,500

0

0.0

191,563

192,168

201,498

201,498

201,498

201,498

9,330

4.9

204,070

204,367

226,167

226,167

223,525

223,525

19,158

9.4

8,534

12,054

12,054

12,054

12,054

12,054

0

0.0

212,603

216,421

238,221

238,221

235,579

235,579

19,158

8.9

147,652

152,479

157,666

157,666

155,644

155,644

3,165

2.1

51,089

61,873

61,873

61,873

61,873

61,873

0

0.0

198,741

214,352

219,539

219,539

217,517

217,517

3,165

1.5

191,782

249,654

266,704

266,704

266,704

266,704

17,050

6.8

223,167

216,150

216,150

272,650

230,150

230,150

14,000

6.5

195 TOWN REPORTS

TOTAL:

Expenses
TOTALS:

244 SEALER OF WEIGHTS & MEAS

TOTAL:

Expenses
TOTALS:

910 EMPLOYEE CONTRACT BENEFIT

Salaries
Expenses
TOTALS:
TOTAL

01-Executive Branch

133 DIRECTOR OF FINANCE

TOTAL:
TOTAL:

Salaries
Expenses
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TOTALS:

135 ACCOUNTANT

TOTAL:
TOTAL:

Salaries
Expenses
TOTALS:

145 TREASURER/TAX COLLECTOR

TOTAL:
TOTAL:

Salaries
Expenses
TOTALS:

155 INFORMATION SYSTEMS

TOTAL:
TOTAL:

Salaries
Expenses
TOTALS:
TOTAL

02-Finance Dept

ANNUAL TOWN MEETING MAY 13, 2019

TOTAL:
TOTAL:

414,949

465,804

482,854

539,354

496,854

496,854

31,050

6.7

1,017,856

1,088,745

1,142,112

1,198,612

1,151,448

1,151,448

62,703

5.8

250,583

225,000

225,000

241,113

241,113

241,113

16,113

7.2

250,583

225,000

225,000

241,113

241,113

241,113

16,113

7.2

4,835,816

4,942,258

5,162,535

5,302,765

5,275,480

5,275,480

333,222

6.7

435,145

452,930

452,930

538,830

474,977

474,977

22,047

4.9

5,270,961

5,395,188

5,615,465

5,841,595

5,750,457

5,750,457

355,269

6.6

215 911 DISPATCHERS - FIRE

TOTAL:

Expenses
TOTALS:

220 FIRE DEPARTMENT

TOTAL:
TOTAL:

Salaries
Expenses
TOTALS:

TOWN OF CANTON
BUDGET REPORT FOR FY 2020
Dept. / Finance Committee Request

ORIGINAL
BUDGET
FY 19

FY 18
ACTUAL

FY 2020
DEPT.
REQUEST

FY 2020
BASE
BUDGET

FY 2020
EXECUTIVE
REQUEST

FY 2020
FIN. COMM.
REQUEST

INC (DEC) FROM FY 19
FIN. COMM. - ORIG
$$$$
%%

221 FIRE ALARMS, BOXES, ETC

TOTAL:
TOTAL:

Salaries
Expenses
TOTALS:

10,203

14,950

14,950

14,950

14,950

14,950

0

0.0

5,028

8,025

8,025

8,025

8,025

8,025

0

0.0

15,231

22,975

22,975

22,975

22,975

22,975

0

0.0

376,217

265,885

265,885

278,175

265,885

265,885

0

0.0

128,867

176,825

176,825

176,825

176,825

176,825

0

0.0

505,083

442,710

442,710

455,000

442,710

442,710

0

0.0

2,200

1,000

1,000

1,000

1,000

1,000

0

0.0

2,200

1,000

1,000

1,000

1,000

1,000

0

0.0

231 AMBULANCE SERVICE

TOTAL:
TOTAL:

Salaries
Expenses
TOTALS:

232 UNMANNED AMBULANCE

TOTAL:

Expenses
TOTALS:

TOTAL:
TOTAL:

Salaries
Expenses
TOTALS:
TOTAL

06-Fire Dept

8,083

8,500

8,500

8,500

8,500

8,500

0

0.0

12,150

19,000

19,000

20,350

20,350

20,350

1,350

7.1

20,233

27,500

27,500

28,850

28,850

28,850

1,350

4.9

6,064,291

6,114,373

6,334,650

6,590,533

6,487,105

6,487,105

372,732

6.1

305,602

314,557

332,220

332,220

332,220

332,220

17,663

5.6

28,869

48,180

48,180

48,180

48,180

48,180

0

0.0

334,471

362,737

380,400

380,400

380,400

380,400

17,663

4.9

4,983

5,000

5,000

5,000

5,000

5,000

0

0.0

4,983

5,000

5,000

5,000

5,000

5,000

0

0.0
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510 HEALTH DEPARTMENT

TOTAL:
TOTAL:

Salaries
Expenses
TOTALS:

542 YOUTH SERVICES

TOTAL:

Expenses
TOTALS:

630 PARKS & RECREATION

TOTAL:
TOTAL:

Salaries
Expenses
TOTALS:
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291 EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

549,211

594,890

617,357

627,157

617,840

617,840

22,950

3.9

104,531

129,625

129,625

130,325

130,325

130,325

700

0.5

653,741

724,515

746,982

757,482

748,165

748,165

23,650

3.3

0

50,000

50,000

67,400

52,400

52,400

2,400

4.8

0

50,000

50,000

67,400

52,400

52,400

2,400

4.8

658,725

779,515

801,982

829,882

805,565

805,565

26,050

3.3

650 PARKS DEPARTMENT

TOTAL:

Expenses
TOTALS:
TOTAL

08-Recreation & Playgr

175 PLANNING BOARD

TOTAL:
TOTAL:

Salaries
Expenses
TOTALS:

51,119

52,337

55,044

55,044

53,795

53,795

1,458

2.8

12,147

13,833

13,833

13,833

13,833

13,833

0

0.0

63,266

66,170

68,877

68,877

67,628

67,628

1,458

2.2

4,523,336

4,567,101

4,741,038

5,028,225

4,819,131

4,819,131

252,030

5.5

325,744

364,213

364,213

384,713

384,713

384,713

20,500

5.6

210 POLICE DEPARTMENT

TOTAL:
TOTAL:

Salaries
Expenses

TOWN OF CANTON
BUDGET REPORT FOR FY 2020
Dept. / Finance Committee Request
TOTALS:

ORIGINAL
BUDGET
FY 19

FY 18
ACTUAL

FY 2020
DEPT.
REQUEST

FY 2020
BASE
BUDGET

FY 2020
EXECUTIVE
REQUEST

FY 2020
FIN. COMM.
REQUEST

INC (DEC) FROM FY 19
FIN. COMM. - ORIG
$$$$
%%

4,849,079

4,931,314

5,105,251

5,412,938

5,203,844

5,203,844

272,530

5.5

106,879

120,948

125,154

125,154

125,154

125,154

4,206

3.5

7,674

9,400

9,400

9,400

9,400

9,400

0

0.0

292 ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICER

TOTAL:
TOTAL:

Salaries
Expenses
TOTALS:
TOTAL

09-Police & Animal Ctrl

114,553

130,348

134,554

134,554

134,554

134,554

4,206

3.2

4,963,632

5,061,662

5,239,805

5,547,492

5,338,398

5,338,398

276,736

5.5

958,122

972,332

996,516

1,088,873

976,255

976,255

3,923

0.4

309,526

326,960

326,960

342,246

342,246

342,246

15,286

4.7

1,267,648

1,299,292

1,323,476

1,431,119

1,318,501

1,318,501

19,209

1.5

326,434

361,378

367,088

367,088

360,403

360,403

(975)

(0.3)

193,600

187,710

187,710

209,710

209,710

209,710

22,000

11.7

520,034

549,088

554,798

576,798

570,113

570,113

21,025

3.8

60

0

0

0

0

0

0

0.0

60

0

0

0

0

0

0

0.0

329,903

323,904

338,945

338,945

336,405

336,405

12,501

3.9

8,911

12,412

12,412

24,412

24,412

24,412

12,000

96.7

338,814

336,316

351,357

363,357

360,817

360,817

24,501

7.3

193,916

210,853

221,608

221,608

221,608

221,608

10,755

5.1

44,305

18,917

18,917

24,417

24,417

24,417

5,500

29.1

238,221

229,770

240,525

246,025

246,025

246,025

16,255

7.1

838,140

871,319

920,196

920,196

902,087

902,087

30,768

3.5

183,497

122,587

122,587

147,587

127,587

127,587

5,000

4.1

1,021,637

993,906

1,042,783

1,067,783

1,029,674

1,029,674

35,768

3.6

610 LIBRARY

TOTAL:
TOTAL:

Salaries
Expenses
TOTALS:

TOTAL:
TOTAL:

Salaries
Expenses
TOTALS:

193 POLICE STATION MAINT.

TOTAL:

Expenses
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TOTALS:

400 PUBLIC WORKS ADMINISTRATI

TOTAL:
TOTAL:

Salaries
Expenses
TOTALS:

410 ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT

TOTAL:
TOTAL:

Salaries
Expenses
TOTALS:

420 HIGHWAY MAINTENANCE

TOTAL:
TOTAL:

Salaries
Expenses
TOTALS:
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192 PUBLIC BLDGS/PROP MAINT

425 STREET SIGNS & TRAFFIC

TOTAL:
TOTAL:

Salaries
Expenses
TOTALS:

2,446

2,500

2,500

2,500

2,500

2,500

0

0.0

35,659

49,200

49,200

49,200

49,200

49,200

0

0.0

38,104

51,700

51,700

51,700

51,700

51,700

0

0.0

48,566

86,190

86,190

61,190

61,190

61,190

(25,000)

(29.0)

48,566

86,190

86,190

61,190

61,190

61,190

(25,000)

(29.0)

220,063

220,840

221,545

221,545

216,261

216,261

(4,579)

(2.1)

426 GAS & OIL FUND

TOTAL:

Expenses
TOTALS:

427 HIGHWAY EQUIPMENT MAINT

TOTAL:

Salaries

TOWN OF CANTON
BUDGET REPORT FOR FY 2020
Dept. / Finance Committee Request
TOTAL:

Expenses
TOTALS:

FY 18
ACTUAL

ORIGINAL
BUDGET
FY 19

FY 2020
DEPT.
REQUEST

FY 2020
BASE
BUDGET

FY 2020
EXECUTIVE
REQUEST

FY 2020
FIN. COMM.
REQUEST

INC (DEC) FROM FY 19
FIN. COMM. - ORIG
$$$$
%%

95,467

80,915

80,915

105,915

100,915

100,915

20,000

24.7

315,530

301,755

302,460

327,460

317,176

317,176

15,421

5.1

155,479

150,719

156,005

156,005

152,553

152,553

1,834

1.2

12,756

20,912

20,912

20,912

20,912

20,912

0

0.0

168,235

171,631

176,917

176,917

173,465

173,465

1,834

1.1

144,327

160,082

139,216

139,216

135,848

135,848

(24,234)

(15.1)

4,838

7,933

7,933

7,933

7,933

7,933

0

0.0

149,164

168,015

147,149

147,149

143,781

143,781

(24,234)

(14.4)

28,322

30,000

30,000

30,000

30,000

30,000

0

0.0

28,322

30,000

30,000

30,000

30,000

30,000

0

0.0

2,866,687

2,918,371

2,983,879

3,048,379

2,983,941

2,983,941

65,570

2.2

186,805

197,163

205,546

205,546

204,541

204,541

7,378

3.7

9,545

8,645

8,645

10,345

10,345

10,345

1,700

19.7

196,350

205,808

214,191

215,891

214,886

214,886

9,078

4.4

14,915

39,600

39,600

36,000

36,000

36,000

(3,600)

(9.1)

22,104

18,575

18,575

20,475

20,475

20,475

1,900

10.2

37,019

58,175

58,175

56,475

56,475

56,475

(1,700)

(2.9)

233,369

263,983

272,366

272,366

271,361

271,361

7,378

2.8

491 CEMETERY MAINT

TOTAL:
TOTAL:

Salaries
Expenses
TOTALS:

492 TREE DEPARTMENT

TOTAL:
TOTAL:

Salaries
Expenses
TOTALS:

TOTAL:

Expenses
TOTALS:
TOTAL

07-Public Works

161 TOWN CLERK
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TOTAL:
TOTAL:

Salaries
Expenses
TOTALS:

163 ELECTIONS & REGISTRAR'S

TOTAL:
TOTAL:

Salaries
Expenses
TOTALS:
TOTAL

11-Town Clerk & Elected

543 VETERANS SERVICES DEPARTMENT

TOTAL:
TOTAL:

Salaries
Expenses
TOTALS:
TOTAL

01-MUNICIPAL

ANNUAL TOWN MEETING MAY 13, 2019

632 PEQUITSIDE FARM

85,099

85,693

90,570

90,570

90,570

90,570

4,877

5.7

165,865

208,220

208,220

198,220

198,220

198,220

(10,000)

(4.8)

250,964

293,913

298,790

288,790

288,790

288,790

(5,123)

(1.7)

19,951,866

20,876,402

21,355,525

22,234,642

21,643,481

21,643,481

767,079

3.7

1,160,586

1,214,066

1,214,066

1,448,406

1,448,406

1,448,406

234,340

19.3

1,160,586

1,214,066

1,214,066

1,448,406

1,448,406

1,448,406

234,340

19.3

3,797,933

3,757,421

3,757,421

3,695,515

3,695,515

3,695,515

(61,906)

(1.6)

3,797,933

3,757,421

3,757,421

3,695,515

3,695,515

3,695,515

(61,906)

(1.6)

952,700

769,717

769,717

707,618

707,618

707,618

(62,099)

(8.1)

840 BLUE HILLS REGIONAL

TOTAL:

Expenses
TOTALS:

710 PRINCIPAL PAYMENTS

TOTAL:

Expenses
TOTALS:

751 LONG-TERM INTEREST PAYMENTS

TOTAL:

Expenses

TOWN OF CANTON
BUDGET REPORT FOR FY 2020
Dept. / Finance Committee Request
TOTALS:

ORIGINAL
BUDGET
FY 19

FY 18
ACTUAL

FY 2020
DEPT.
REQUEST

FY 2020
BASE
BUDGET

FY 2020
EXECUTIVE
REQUEST

FY 2020
FIN. COMM.
REQUEST

INC (DEC) FROM FY 19
FIN. COMM. - ORIG
$$$$
%%

952,700

769,717

769,717

707,618

707,618

707,618

(62,099)

(8.1)

11,273

112,000

112,000

152,000

152,000

152,000

40,000

35.7

752 SHORT-TERM INTEREST PAYMENTS

TOTAL:

Expenses
TOTALS:
TOTAL

12-Debt Service

11,273

112,000

112,000

152,000

152,000

152,000

40,000

35.7

4,761,906

4,639,138

4,639,138

4,555,133

4,555,133

4,555,133

(84,005)

(1.8)

12,115,201

12,586,658

12,586,658

12,758,089

12,378,089

12,378,089

(208,569)

(1.7)

18,060

10,000

10,000

20,000

70,000

70,000

60,000

600.0

12,133,261

12,596,658

12,596,658

12,778,089

12,448,089

12,448,089

(148,569)

(1.2)

59,994

62,250

62,250

62,250

62,250

62,250

0

0.0

59,994

62,250

62,250

62,250

62,250

62,250

0

0.0

12,193,256

12,658,908

12,658,908

12,840,339

12,510,339

12,510,339

(148,569)

(1.2)

14,696

20,000

20,000

20,000

20,000

20,000

0

0.0

14,696

20,000

20,000

20,000

20,000

20,000

0

0.0

1,000,000

800,000

800,000

1,000,000

1,030,000

1,030,000

230,000

28.8

1,000,000

800,000

800,000

1,000,000

1,030,000

1,030,000

230,000

28.8

0

500,000

500,000

500,000

700,000

700,000

200,000

40.0

0

500,000

500,000

500,000

700,000

700,000

200,000

40.0

4,799,914

5,249,494

5,249,494

5,638,751

5,638,751

5,638,751

389,257

7.4

4,799,914

5,249,494

5,249,494

5,638,751

5,638,751

5,638,751

389,257

7.4

229,783

152,000

152,000

152,000

152,000

152,000

0

0.0

544,332

448,500

448,500

498,500

498,500

498,500

50,000

11.1

774,115

600,500

600,500

650,500

650,500

650,500

50,000

8.3

88,745

85,000

85,000

91,000

91,000

91,000

6,000

7.1

88,745

85,000

85,000

91,000

91,000

91,000

6,000

7.1

1,076,813

1,205,700

1,205,700

1,212,368

1,212,368

1,212,368

6,668

0.6

1,076,813

1,205,700

1,205,700

1,212,368

1,212,368

1,212,368

6,668

0.6

1,895,014

1,961,119

1,961,119

2,010,000

2,010,000

2,010,000

48,881

2.5

914 EMPLOYER SHARE-HEALTH INS

TOTAL:
TOTAL:

Salaries
Expenses
TOTALS:

TOTAL:

Salaries
TOTALS:
TOTAL

13-Employer Share-Health/Life

841 NORFOLK COUNTY AGRICULTR HS

TOTAL:

Expenses
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TOTALS:

993 OPEB TRANSFER

TOTAL:

Expenses
TOTALS:

132 RESERVE FUND

TOTAL:

Expenses
TOTALS:

911 RETIREMENT BENEFITS

TOTAL:

Salaries
TOTALS:
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915 EMPLOYER SHARE-LIFE INS

423 SNOW & ICE REMOVAL

TOTAL:
TOTAL:

Salaries
Expenses
TOTALS:

422 STREET LIGHTING

TOTAL:

Expenses
TOTALS:

946 TOWN INSURANCE

TOTAL:

Expenses
TOTALS:

433 TRASH COLLECTION

TOTAL:

Expenses

TOWN OF CANTON
BUDGET REPORT FOR FY 2020
Dept. / Finance Committee Request
TOTALS:

ORIGINAL
BUDGET
FY 19

FY 18
ACTUAL

FY 2020
DEPT.
REQUEST

FY 2020
BASE
BUDGET

FY 2020
EXECUTIVE
REQUEST

FY 2020
FIN. COMM.
REQUEST

INC (DEC) FROM FY 19
FIN. COMM. - ORIG
$$$$
%%

1,895,014

1,961,119

1,961,119

2,010,000

2,010,000

2,010,000

48,881

2.5

100,000

100,000

100,000

100,000

100,000

100,000

0

0.0

100,000

100,000

100,000

100,000

100,000

100,000

0

0.0

27,865,043

29,033,925

29,033,925

30,066,497

29,966,497

29,966,497

932,572

3.2

87,886,568

92,306,732

94,200,809

97,006,540

95,724,340

95,724,340

3,417,608

3.7

913 UNEMPLOYMENT COMPENSATION

TOTAL:

Salaries
TOTALS:
TOTAL

02-FIXED COSTS

GRAND TOTALS :

TOTAL:

Salaries

TOTAL:

Expenses

RINK ENTERPRISE (700)
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TOTAL:

Salaries

TOTAL:

Expenses

SEWER ENTERPRISE (600 - 602)

TOTAL:

Salaries

TOTAL:

Expenses

WATER ENTERPRISE (640 - 642)

FY 2020
BASE
BUDGET

FY 2020
DEPT.
REQUEST

FY 2020
EXECUTIVE
REQUEST

FY 2020
FIN. COMM.
REQUEST

INC (DEC) FROM FY 19
FIN. COM - REVISED
$$$$
%%

0

0

0

0

10,000

10,000

10,000

12,159

15,430

9,250

13,250

60,000

60,000

44,570

288.9

12,159

15,430

9,250

13,250

70,000

70,000

54,570

353.7

309,033

454,159

480,694

480,694

469,039

469,039

14,880

3.3

6,235,508

6,192,466

6,195,250

6,254,268

6,254,268

6,254,268

61,802

1.0

6,544,541

6,646,625

6,675,944

6,734,962

6,723,307

6,723,307

76,682

1.2

0.0

884,895

926,018

956,220

956,220

960,933

960,933

34,915

3.8

6,601,184

5,741,531

5,692,985

6,081,750

6,081,750

6,081,750

340,219

5.9

7,486,079

6,667,549

6,649,205

7,037,970

7,042,683

7,042,683

375,134

5.6
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ENTERPRISE FUNDS

ORIGINAL
BUDGET
FY 19

FY 18
ACTUAL

ANNUAL TOWN MEETING MAY 13, 2019

MUNICIPAL CAPITAL REQUESTS FOR FISCAL 2020 THRU 2024 (000'S)

DEPARTMENT

Council on Aging
Executive
Finance
Finance
Finance
Finance
Finance
Fire
Fire
Fire
Fire
Fire
Fire

Library
Library
Library
Library
Library
Library

DESCRIPTION

FY 20

FY 22

FY 23

FY 24

48

-

-

-

-

48

115

-

-

-

-

115

Server Replacement
Software Upgrade
Police Video Recording System
Computers/Peripherals
Copier Replacements

71
17
19
10
8

-

-

-

-

Fire Records & Dispatch Software
Station Alerting System
Repair Floors at Fire Stations
Turnout Gear
Other Equipment
Vehicle Replacements

30
18
25
20

-

27
7

-

Replace Fencing at Senior Center
Drainage & Sidewalk Improvements

-

Parks & Recreation Lighting System at Duggan Baseball Field
Parks & Recreation Vehicle Replacements

-

Property Maintenance
Property Maintenance
Property Maintenance
Property Maintenance
Property Maintenance
Public Works
Public Works
Public Works
Public Works
Public Works
Public Works
Public Works
Public Works

57

20
60
45

20
15
110

17

76

35
25

-

71
17
19
204
58

20
75
50

-

30
18
25
80
150
205

59
7
40
17
25
100
11
76

-

15

51

40

-

25
100

-

-

-

-

-

7

11

51
25

-

-

Extraordinary Maintenance
Wireless Printing Services
Workstations/Other Peripheral Equipment
Painting & Carpeting
Building Systems Replacement
Paving Resurfacing

Police
Police

FY 20 - FY 24
Totals

FY 21

-

10

Police Cruiser Replacements
Bullet Resistant Vests

145
15

145
5

145
5

145
5

145
5

725
35

Roof Repairs
Building Repairs
Extraordinary Maintenance
Interior & Exterior Painting
Vehicle Replacements

-

115
20
12
10
-

-

-

-

115
80
39
116
144

Vehicle Replacements
Heavy Duty Vehicle Replacements
Technology Upgrades
Equipment Replacements
Dam Inspections
Engineering Evaluation of Dams
Dedham Street Utility Easement
Replace Sidewalk Tractor/Plows

-

-

-

130
170
170

510
9
260
-

178
680
70
74
24
260
65
170

Total Municipal Cash Capital Requests

750

750

800

850

1,000

4,150

Available Cash Capital

750

750

800

850

1,000

4,150

Requests over (under) available

-

-

-

-

-

-

20
76
39

48
70
36
24

29
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20
27
30
105
65

20
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MUNICIPAL CAPITAL REQUESTS FOR FISCAL 2020 THRU 2024 (000'S) (cont'd.)

DEPARTMENT

Conservation

Fire
Fire
Fire

DESCRIPTION

FY 20

Ambulance
Ambulance
Ambulance

Water
Water

Water

Sewer

Sewer

FY 22

FY 23

FY 24

FY 20 - FY 24
Totals

Pequitside Farm Parking Reconstruction

200

-

-

-

-

200

Fire Engine Refurbishment
Portable/Mobile Radios
Thermal Imaging Cameras

162
-

-

200
-

-

240
-

402
200
96

-

-

-

-

750

750

Heavy Duty Vehicle Replacements
Loader Mounted Snow Blower

189
-

241
-

170
-

140

-

600
140

Total Municipal Debt Capital Requests

551

241

370

236

990

2,388

Available Debt Capital

303

225

200

410

1,204

2,342

Requests over (under) available

248

16

170

(174)

Ambulance Replacements
EMS Supervisor Vehicle
Equipment Replacements

435
-

265
110

Total Ambulance Requests (Cash Reserves)

435

375

Comprehensive Water Resource Management Plan
Demolish Storage Buildings at Pine Street

50
185

-

Total Water Enterprise Requests (Cash Reserves)

235

Water System Improvements

Property Maintenance Memorial Hall Exterior Brick Repairs
Public Works
Public Works

FY 21

(214)

46

45
20

-

-

700
45
130

65

-

-

875

-

-

-

50
185

-

-

-

-

235

830

5,000

2,400

2,600

1,700

12,530

Total Water Enterprise Requests (Debt Capital)

830

5,000

2,400

2,600

1,700

12,530

Comprehensive Water Resource Management Plan

200

-

-

-

-

200

Total Sewer Enterprise Requests (Cash Reserves)

200

-

-

-

-

200

Sewer Inflow & Infiltration Projects

-

945

1,305

1,165

140

3,555

Total Sewer Enterprise Requests (Debt Capital)

-

945

1,305

1,165

140

3,555
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-

96
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SCHOOL CAPITAL REQUESTS FOR FISCAL 2020 THRU 2024 (000'S)

DEPARTMENT

DESCRIPTION

FY 20

FY 21

FY 22

FY 23

FY 24

FY 20 - FY 24
Totals

CASH CAPITAL
Building Repairs
Building Repairs
Building Repairs
Building Repairs
Building Repairs
Building Repairs
Building Repairs
Building Repairs
Building Repairs
Building Repairs
Building Repairs

Air Conditioning Units
Bathroon Repairs
Carpeting
Door Locks & Window Coverings
Floor Mats
Floor Tile Replacement
Garage Door Replacement
HVAC Improvements - Systemwide
Master Plan Recommendations
Roof Top Unit Replacement
Security Upgrades

Fixtures & Equipment
Fixtures & Equipment
Fixtures & Equipment
Fixtures & Equipment
Fixtures & Equipment

Extraordinary Maintenance
Extraordinary Maintenance

Vehicles

30

16
30

10
30

30

30

10
6
80
217

12

31

100
217

100
348

100
340

39
54

50

50

50

50

120
8
26
150
5
53
6
420
1,122
39
254

176

439

449

589

550

2,203

17
34
60
40

30

30

30

30

65
10

20
10

20
10

79

65
10
30

42

40

40

40

200
40

137
34
60
210
40
109
200
202

272

175

145

100

300

992

Chromebook Replacements
Firewall Replacement
Instructional Technology Pilot
Portable Teacher Learning Devices
Printer Replacements
Projectors & Screens
Technology - DW
Wireless Access Points

Athletic Equipment
Auditorium Equipment Upgrade
Music Technology Course Equipment
Musical Instruments
Performing Arts Equipment Technology
Robotics
SPED Equipment
Technology Equipment
TV Studio Equipment Replacement
Visual Arts Instructional Technology Upgrade

7
65
9
20

65

7
130
9
80
22
8
10
9
15
13

15
11

15

15
11

15

156

91

15

26

15

303

14
48
25
11
15

20

20

20

20

15
10

55
16

15

15

94
48
25
111
41

Total Furniture, Fixtures & Equipment

113

45

91

35

35

Lawn Tractor/Snow Blower Replacement
Replace Granite Curbing

11
22

Total Extraordinary Maintenance

33

Total Program Improvements
Furniture,
Furniture,
Furniture,
Furniture,
Furniture,

30

40

Total Technology
Program Improvements
Program Improvements
Program Improvements
Program Improvements
Program Improvements
Program Improvements
Program Improvements
Program Improvements
Program Improvements
Program Improvements

30

30
5

Total Building Repairs
Technology
Technology
Technology
Technology
Technology
Technology
Technology
Technology

30
8

8
10
9
15
13

Custodial Equipment
Desks for Teachers
Furniture for Professional Development
Kitchen Equipment
Library Furniture

319
11
22

-

Bus Replacements

-

-

-

33

100

100

100

300

Total Vehicles

-

-

100

100

100

300

Total Cash Capital Requests

750

750

800

850

1,000

4,150

Available Capital

750

750

800

850

1,000

4,150

Requests over (under) available

-

-

-

-

-

-

Bleacher & Pressbox Replacement - Memorial Field
Brick Repointing
WIFI Backbone
HVAC Unit Ventilators
Roof Top Unit - CHS

100

900

Total Debt Capital Requests

290

1,100

200

250

375

2,215

Available Capital

350

200

315

100

1,250

2,215

Requests over (under) available

(60)

900

(115)

150

DEBT CAPITAL

Building Repairs/Improvements
Building Repairs/Improvements
Building Repairs/Improvements
Building Repairs/Improvements
Building Repairs/Improvements
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200

375

68
200

250

122

(875)

1,000
575
68
450
122

-
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NOTES:
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