PROTECT
Our historic and cultural resources and natural environment provide social, economic, and environmental value to the
community. We appreciate and enjoy them today, but if not protected, future generations could not experience Canton in
the same way. These resources are at risk because of disinvestment, development or construction activities, lack of
resources to sustain them, or even factors beyond the borders of Canton itself. Therefore, they need to be strengthened
and maintained. They are worthy of protection to sustain Canton’s sense of place.
Historic Resources: These resources encompass historic structures and properties that signify Canton’s past and link with
significant historic American figures like Paul Revere and structures like the iconic Canton Viaduct.
Arts & Culture: Arts and cultural resources can include historic features that a community identifies with, but also assets
that expand experiences and knowledge, like the visual and performing arts, lectures, and museums.
Environmental Stewardship: Natural features such as wetlands, forests, groundwater, and ponds are all important aspects
of Canton. They add aesthetic and scenic values to our community, offer opportunities to experience nature, and provide
clean air and drinking water.

Historic Resources
Canton will preserve, promote, and encourage adaptive reuse of historic structures and sites to retain local,
regional, and national history and heritage and reinforce community character.
Prioritize Resources for Designation

Use Local Tools to Promote Preservation

The Town recognizes the vast number of historic sites and structures in the community.
Prioritizing resources for protection can help use available technical and financial resources
strategically and efficiently. Moving forward, the Town will :

The Demolition Delay Bylaw provides time for property owners and the Town to explore
options before historically valuable structures are demolished. There are other local tools
the Town can use to help protect local resources. Moving forward, the Town will:

1. Identify, assess, and prioritize areas for new local historic districts.
2. Identify, assess, and prioritize properties for listing on the State Register of
Historic Places.
3. Identify, assess, and prioritize properties for listing on the National Register of
Historic Places.

Increase Public Awareness
The Town recognizes that it must continue to promote Canton’s historical resources,
programs, and initiatives to its residents. Moving forward, the Town will:

1. Identify opportunities and propose projects for CPA funds to acquire,
rehabilitate, or otherwise preserve important historic resources.
2. Develop incentives for private property owners to invest in and maintain historic
structures. Incentives may include property tax relief, providing zoning relief, and
grants and low-interest loans for rehabilitation work.
3. Recognize that historic preservation efforts can conflict with environmental and
energy efficiency goals but educate property on techniques for making historic
structures more energy efficient.

1. Partner with the Canton Historic Commission, Canton Library, and Canton
Historical Society to build public knowledge of local historical figures and events.
2. Install more comprehensive signage, wayfinding, and pedestrian infrastructure in
the Canton Corner Historic District.
3. Use diverse media, including lectures, visual and performing arts, and social
media, to provide a range of educational opportunities for residents.
4. Encourage the schools to weave local history into the curriculum to the degree
possible.

Arts & Culture
Canton will support a broad range of arts and cultural experiences that
make Canton an interesting place in which to live, work, and visit.
Focus on Placemaking
The Town recognizes that understanding and supporting its arts and cultural assets can lead to rich and diverse experiences for those who live, work, and find entertainment in Canton. Moving
forward, the Town will:
1. Bring community partners together to develop an inventory and map of Canton’s cultural assets, including art, historic, and natural resources. This process identifies concentrations of
resources, parts of the community that have fewer assets, and opportunities to link these resources with employment areas and neighborhoods.
2. Based on the inventory, determine the benefits of establishing a cultural district in Canton.
3. Continue to distribute financial resources through the Canton Cultural Council to support programming and capacity of Canton’s arts community.
4. Work with local art groups to identify places for public art, both permanent and temporary installations.

What’s missing?

