CONNECT
Regional Connections
Expand Transit Options to Employment Areas
Expanding existing public transportation options to connect employees with employment
areas can reduce single occupant vehicle commute trips on local roads. Moving forward,
the Town will:
1. Continue to participate in the Neponset Valley TMA and Suburban Mobility
Working Group meetings and expand the Town’s involvement to identify options
for local transportation within Canton and between neighboring towns.
2. Encourage businesses to join Neponset Valley TMA to provide transportation
demand management strategies. These include carpool incentives, emergency
ride home programs, and transit benefits.

Connect Residents to Commuter Rail Stations
The Town recognizes that it must also investigate opportunities to connect local residents
with commuter rail stations. Moving forward, the Town will:
1. Maintain awareness of the status of the Canton Interchange Project. Should the
project secure funding and move forward in the future, advocate for maintaining
bicycle and pedestrian access to the Route 128 Commuter Rail Station.
2. Amend zoning to include developer incentives to build connections to transit,
whether walking/biking paths, bike share, or shuttle services.
3. Use the South Coast Rail Phase 2 project as an opportunity to improve access for
residents to Canton Station and provide amenities like secure covered bicycle
parking, safe sidewalks and pedestrian crossings with adequate lighting, and
integrated pick up/drop off areas.
4. Explore the need for and establish park and ride locations with the potential for
shuttle service to connect to commuter rail.

An employer sponsored emergency ride home program, like that provided for
members of the Neponset Valley TMS, reimburses green commuters with a free
ride home in the case of an emergency, which makes people more likely to choose
transit or another sustainable travel mode because they know they will have a free
alternative option should an emergency occur.

Increase Multimodal Options on Route 138
The Town recognizes the need to create a safe multimodal environment on Route 138 that
still allows for adequate vehicular capacity to support regional traffic. Moving forward, the
Town will:
1. Work with the MassDOT to implement recommendations from the Route 138
MPO Study to improve multimodal conditions.
2. Incentivize use of transportation management strategies for larger developments
to reduce single occupant vehicle trips to Route 138. See ROUTE 138.

Build on the Regional Walking and Biking Network
Building and maintaining walking and biking connections with neighboring towns, both on- and
off-road, can provide connections for longer distance trips that support regional commuters.
Moving forward, the Town will:
1. Pursue grants to fund trail connections. MAPC has developed the Trail Implementation
Toolkit to empower local planners to grow walking and biking networks.
2. Increase biking amenities such as bike racks, lanes, signage and markings at local
destinations where appropriate to facilitate longer-distance bike trips.
3. Develop town-wide pedestrian and bicycle master plans that link regional and local
connections and fill in network gaps. A starting point for creating these plans is
provided in the map (left), where network gaps can be identified.
4. Evaluate “Desirable Connection Areas” identified in the 2018 Open Space and
Recreation Plan to identify design solutions to improve public and private trail
connections as well as street and sidewalk connections to better link trail systems.

What’s missing?

