CONNECT
Town-Wide Connections
Use Low-Cost Techniques to Improve Traffic and Safety on Local
Streets
The Town recognizes that there are low-cost options that can help address traffic
congestion and improve safety on local roadways in the immediate future. Implementation
can provide temporary solutions while the Town plans for more technical strategies or tests
alternatives to ensure their effectiveness. Moving forward, the Town will:
1. Continue to evaluate the feasibility and cost of recommendations for
Washington Street at Pleasant Street and Washington Street at Neponset Street
and Church Street. See Downtown in FOCUS AREAS.
2. Explore locations for implementing short-term, low-cost operational
improvements such as traffic signal timing, pavement markings, and vehicle
detection to improve traffic flow and reduce delay.
3. Investigate opportunities to upgrade signal systems that allows controllers to
communicate and adjust cycles to better reflect real-time traffic patterns and
volumes.
4. Investigate the impact of lowering speed limits on certain roads and using tactics
such as temporary feedback signs (also known as “Your Speed” signs) to improve
safety.
5. Identify locations to implement traffic calming measures to improve safety.
These may include:
•
•

Temporary bollards or pavement markings for testing
More permanent measures like raised crosswalks, curb extensions, and
pedestrian crossing islands

Expand Local Transit Options
The Town recognizes the need to expand local transit options to/from Canton destinations. This
can be done through existing resources as well as identifying new opportunities for transit. The
Town can use the MBTA as a resource to improve local transit (smaller regional transit agencies
have different service regions). Moving forward, the Town will:
1. Update/expand upon findings in the Creating Transit Links in Canton, MA (2017)
report to expand first/last mile connections to transit. This might include a publicprivate partnership with ride-hailing apps or local shuttle service.
2. Work with the MBTA to improve signage and bus stop visibility for Route 716 stops
along Washington Street.
3. Investigate potential use of Canton Senior Center vehicles for on-demand shuttle use
during off hours.
4. Encourage local businesses, especially those in the Royall Street area and along Route
138, to join the Neponset Valley Transportation Management Association and/or
participate in the Suburban Mobility Working Group to provide transportation options
like private shuttles or emergency ride home programs to increase local transit fore
residents and reverse-commute options for employees.

Explore Shared Services
It is important that the Town continue to expand local shared mobility options through new
technologies like on-demand ride-share services and bike share. Moving forward, the Town will:
1. Evaluate options for bike share companies to provide services in Canton.
2. Amend zoning to incentivize shared mobility through requiring drop-off/pick-up zones
in new developments and reduce parking requirements.

Build East-West Connections that Reduce Traffic
The need for east-west connectivity through Canton can be met by increasing safe walking and
biking opportunities and decreasing vehicular traffic congestion on major corridors. Moving
forward, the Town will:
1. Identify public rights-of-way or easements (working with private landowners where
applicable) with potential for off-road multi-use paths to enhance walking and biking
connectivity through town.
2. Consider applying similar regulations to Section 8, item 14 on “Sidewalks, Walkways,
Bikeways, and Shared Pathways” from the Town’s 2019 amended Land Subdivision
Rules and Regulations to new/redevelopment that may fall outside of these
regulations to require connectivity with external roadway networks.
3. Study the opportunity to create a “rail with trail” along the MBTA Stoughton line
commuter rail tracks (south from Canton Junction passing through Canton Center) to
provide more east-west connectivity through Canton.

Embrace and Support Emerging Mobility Options
It is important for the Town to plan for the integration of emerging mobility tools for
connected and autonomous vehicles. As the Town promotes and commits to more
environment-friendly policies and becoming more energy efficient, it must lead by example
and provide opportunities for residents and businesses to do the same. Moving forward,
the Town will:
1. Pursue technology to support connected vehicle infrastructure to improve safety,
traffic circulation, and congestion management.
2. Incorporate technology solutions and anticipate impacts of autonomous
vehicles, both for private use and potential shuttles.
3. Add electric vehicles to the Town fleet and charging stations at municipal
buildings to implement recommendations from the Town’s 2017 Energy
Reduction Plan.
4. Consider revising Zoning By-laws to establish performance standards that require
electric vehicle charging stations in new developments.

What’s missing?

