LIVE
The issues and policies discussed in the Master Plan work as an integrated system, shaping the quality of life
in Canton. LIVE focuses on issues that drive personal choices: our homes, our ability to participate in local
government, access to important resources and services, and how our surroundings affect our health.
Neighborhoods & Housing: The availability of homes in Canton that meet the needs of residents at all stages
of life and incomes will open opportunities for young people to move into Canton, but also allow older
residents to stay and “age in place.”
Town Services: The capacity of the Town to understand and meet the needs of residents and provide
opportunities for civic engagement that support open and transparent government builds community.
Public Health & Social Wellbeing: The physical make-up of our community and the ability to access needed
services impact the physical and mental health of residents.

Housing & Neighborhoods
Canton will have homes for residents at all stages of life and with diverse incomes.
Maintain an Inventory of Deed Restricted Affordable Housing
Beyond 10%
Canton recognizes that the development and maintenance of housing is a critical
component to the success of its broader community-wide housing strategy. Moving
forward, the Town will:
1. Determine the need for a state-approved or a state-certified Housing Production
Plan or if moving forward with an update to the existing Housing Action Plan will
reach the same goals to address affordable housing needs.
2. Continue to support the maintenance and possible expansion of existing Housing
Authority properties.
3. Use Comprehensive Permit applications strategically to permit individual
projects that are consistent with the Town’s needs.
4. Work to preserve the deed restrictions on affordable units that are set to expire
in the future.

Capture Housing Opportunities Unique to Specific Areas of Town
The Town of Canton acknowledges there are several unique areas of opportunity in the
community for high quality housing development. Moving forward, the Town will:
1. Continue to advance the development program and associated infrastructure
improvements for the Paul Revere Heritage Site.
2. Implement the strategies set forth in the Canton Junction chapter of the Master
Plan.
3. Consider zoning provisions specifically tailored to the golf course parcels that
incentivize higher retention of protected open space and more flexible,
environmentally sensitive design.

What’s missing?

Expand Housing Choice Throughout the Community
The Town of Canton understands the importance of providing greater housing choice to the
future prosperity of the community. Moving forward, the Town will:
1. Introduce the concept of ‘missing middle’ housing options to the community and
identify where different models could be appropriate.
2. Amend the Zoning Bylaw to remove impediments to the development of multi-family
housing models where they are already allowed.
3. Review and amend the individual sections of the Zoning Bylaw that potentially allow
for a more diverse housing stock. These sections include accessory dwelling units,
provisions for inclusionary zoning, home conversions, and the Mixed Use Overlay
District.

Increase Capacity to Implement Housing Strategies
The Town of Canton understands that implementation of a complex local housing strategy
requires resources and partnerships. Moving forward, the Town will:
1. Continue direct support of the Canton Housing Authority through contributions from
the CPA and direct engagement during the update of the Housing Action Plan (or
development of a Housing Production Plan as determined above).
2. Pursue the establishment of an Affordable Housing Trust.
3. Continue to seek assistance from state-level programs/agencies for the
implementation of housing policy initiatives.
4. Explore the formation of a Regional Housing Services Organization with neighboring
communities, and with assistance from MAPC.

