ADAPT
Canton will seek to increase community sustainability through climate adaptation and mitigation efforts to increase
water, waste, and energy resource efficiency.
ADAPT focuses on planning for anticipated impacts from climate change and taking steps to do our part to change its
course. There is widespread agreement by climate scientists that the climate is changing and it can potentially have impacts
on our local economy, public health, water resources, infrastructure, and energy demand, among other aspects of our
community. Canton is already vulnerable to natural hazard events, such as heavy rainfall, ice/snowstorms, wind, and heatrelated hazards like extreme heat, drought, and brush fires, and climate change is expected to increase the frequency and
intensity of these hazards. Minimizing or mitigating impacts involves emergency planning, but also requires long-term
strategies around land development, conservation, infrastructure, and public health to limit our risk and bounce back.

Climate Change & Natural Hazards
Build Resiliency

Educate the Community

The Town already started building resiliency by participating in the Massachusetts
Municipal Vulnerability Preparedness Program and maintaining an approved Hazard
Mitigation Plan. Moving forward, the Town will also:

A prepared resident understands local risks and knows how to take personal actions to reduce
those risks and help others. This creates a valuable supplement to the Town’s existing resources.
The Town recognizes its role in educating the community as a whole about the Town’s
vulnerabilities to natural hazards and the impacts of climate change. Moving forward, the Town
will:

1. Maintain the network of stakeholders that participated in the MVP process.
Consider periodic update meetings to evaluate progress and revisit priorities as
needed.
2. Develop a resiliency plan with civic and community leaders that prepares Canton
for future natural hazards and climate change challenges. The plan should touch
on all aspects of town government. Strategies should address adaptation of
municipal operations, infrastructure, and properties. New municipal facilities and
infrastructure should be constructed with resilient design.
3. Evaluate the implementation of resilience design standards (required or
voluntary) for new non-residential and multi-family buildings. Resilience design
standards can include a variety of tools such as certifications, benchmarking
systems, planning frameworks, and design principles that help projects meet the
challenges of climate change.

1. Develop a program for public education to increase awareness of climate change
impacts and measures individuals can take to prepare.
2. Continue to implement the public outreach strategies of the Town’s Hazard Mitigation
Plan to increase public awareness of natural hazards and steps to reduce personal risk
and impacts from these events.
3. Ensure local public works and public safety officials continue to receive training related
to emergency management and infrastructure design.

4. Develop incentives for property owners to retrofit existing structures to be able
to handle severe storms, flooding, or other impacts that are expected from
natural hazards and climate change.

Energy Generation & Conservation
Build Capacity to Meet Energy Reduction Goals

Provide Opportunities for Residents and Businesses

The Town’s Energy Reduction Plan establishes the baseline to measure its progress in
reducing energy consumption by municipal facilities and operations. The Town has made a
serious commitment to implementing recommendations in the plan. Moving forward, the
Town will:

The Town recognizes its role in providing residents and businesses with information and
opportunities to make smarter choices around energy efficiency and generation. Moving
forward, the Town will:

1. Invest in energy-efficient equipment and facilities for municipal operations,
including schools (the Town’s largest energy consumers), that reduce energy
consumption and costs.
2. Increase the number of municipal electric or energy-efficient vehicles.
3. Increase the use of solar and other alternative energy sources at Town facilities.
4. Develop a greenhouse gas (GHG) inventory to help understand major sources of
emissions in the Town, establish a GHG emission reduction goal, document
current measures taken to reduce GHG emissions, and develop an action plan to
address gaps.

What’s missing?

1. Promote the use of state and federal energy rebate and incentive programs to
residents and businesses through the Town’s website and other outlets.
2. Increase availability of public electric vehicle charging stations. Install stations at
municipal buildings like Town Hall, schools, and the library. Work with MBTA to add
charging stations in the parking lots for Canton Center and Canton Junction stations.
3. Review local zoning by-law and identify new language that would require or
encourage residential and commercial electric charging stations.
4. Incentivize public electric vehicle charging stations as part of commercial development
and redevelopment projects.
5. Investigate opportunities for Canton residents and businesses to access affordable
renewable energy. Consider a municipal aggregation or community solar program, or
town-owned electric utility.

