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CANTON OPEN SPACE AND RECREATION PLAN

[ Draft report -- begun in late October 1996;
revised through 5/23/97 ]
Section 1 -- Plan Summary

The Town of Canton is a community rich in history and rich in
natural resources. The broad flood plains of the Neponset river
and the numerous brooks feeding into it; the southern exposure of
the Blue Hills; the Native Americans who lived here and dealt with
the landscape and the wildlife; the ponds and their margins rich
with plant and animal life; and the recreation facilities of
playfields, golf courses and even an indoor skating rink--this is
Canton.
Despite these existing amenities, there is the need for protecting
the remaining open space, and creating new athletic fields for
eager youngsters and recreation-minded residents. Rapid
development is putting pressures on the remaining open space land.
This Plan has surveyed the existing resources, projected what the
Town's landscape would look like in the future if no action is
taken to protect valuable lands and resources, and has summarized
the goals of committed residents as to what actions they think
should be taken to keep the Town a vibrant and attractive
community.
Read the report and study the maps of the land and the valuable
resources--help the Town take the first of several important steps
of natural resource protection and preservation by buying a parcel
on Reservoir pond, and then building one or more recreation fields.
Support the ideas of protecting greenbelts along the brooks, of
providing better access to open space lands, of setting up
permanent funding and maintainance programs, and creating a whole
new vision of the future of the Town which will continue to make it
desirable to residents and businesses.
And thank the people who served on the committee to study these
issues, and the people of Town Meeting who voted to take a first
important step in securing a bright future for the landscape and
for projecting a wonderful balance between the developed areas and
the natural environment. This will be a Town you can be proud to
live in!
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Section 2 -- Introduction
A.

Statement of Purpose

The purpose of this study is to take inventory of Canton's man-made
and natural resources of open spaces and recreational facilities,
to assess needs for meeting deficiencies, to develop goals for
guiding growth in these areas, and to prepare a plan of action for
accomplishing the goals. The study is being conducted under
guidelines developed by the Commonwealth's Executive Office of
Environmental Affairs, with a consultant's team to assist the
representatives from the Community.
B.

Planning Process and Public Participation

A group of local citizens was formed into a Committee under the
auspices of the Conservation Commission in 1995. This group
accepted the charge to prepare an Open Space Plan for the Town, the
first time such a project had been undertaken. Under the leadership
of Ms. Debra Sundin, the Committee has 'the following members:
Representing other
Boards/Agencies
June Alfano

Beautification Committee
former Planning Board Mem.
assoc. membr. Consv. Comm.

Christopher Brindley

Conservation Commission
Bicentennial Committee

Frances Clines

East/West Road Study Comm.

Kevin Feeney

Commission on Disability

Jeff Kaylor

Recreation Dept. Director

Barbara Kern

Assoc. membr. Consv. Comm.

Kathy Keith

Historical Commission

Carl Lavin

Canton River Watershed
Watchdogs

Edward Lynch, Jr.

Mary Jane Mangan

Conservation Commission
former Selectman
Water/Sewer Rate & Policy
Committee
Board of Health

Peg Thurler

Newspaper writer

The Committee met during late 1995 and early 1996 to gather data
Based on an
and discuss strategy for preparing a Plan.
appropriation at the 1996 Annual Town Meeting, the Committee
solicited proposals from consulting firms to assist them in
preparing the Plan. It selected the firm of J KAMAN ASSOCIATES,
a land planning firm from Scituate, MA, with the firm of
HYLA ECOLOGICAL SERVICES, of Concord, MA to serve as part of the
consulting team.
After a contract was signed in early October, 1996, the Open Space
Committee had its first meeting with the Consultants on October 29.
The outline for the project was discussed, and the Committee
members shared their knowledge and sources for detailed information
to assist the Consultants.
Additional Committee meetings have been held on December 11,
January 13 (1997), and February 20th. The Consultants have
presented draft sections of the report, and maps of the Town,
including the results of a "build-ott" analysis which demonstrates
the future land use and population of the Town if and when all
undeveloped parcels of land are put to their highest use according
to zoning requirements. The Committee has discussed other items of
relevance to their charge, including how the Town can deal with the
future of the Williams property on Pleasant Street.
Two meetings were held in March and April during which the
Committee had the assistance of a professional facilitator named
Cindy Nager, who works for Bank of Boston. With her guidance, and
the use of creative techniques for drawing out committee member
opinions and ideas, the group formulated goals and objectives for
the Town as a whole and for the Williams property.
The committee met on May 1st to review a draft of the goals and
objectives, and to discuss which action items should be included in
the Plan.
Public participation was encouraged throughout the process. In May
of 1996 a townwide survey was conducted. The survey forms were
distributed at the 1996 Annual Town Meeting and through all the
schools. A total of 4000 survey forms were distributed, of which
306 were returned. The results are presented in Section 6 -Community Goals.
The Consultant team was under the direction of Jerry Kamman, the
The principal author of the
Principal of J Kamman Associates.
report was Peter Wells, Land Planner. The Environmental Inventory
and Analysis was performed under the direction of Bryan Windmiller,
PhD, Ecologist of Hyla Ecological Services, who was the author of
Section 4 of the report and was instumental in assisting with other
aspects of the project. He had assistance in field work and
mapping from Dan Wells.
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Section 3 -- Community setting
A.
1

Regional Context

The Neponset River provides the focus for the early history of
Canton and its neighboring towns. Because of water power, early
industrial development was possible in abutting towns including
Walpole, Norwood, Stoughton and Milton. "The Neponset River
provided perhaps the best water power of any of the salt rivers of
the Massachusetts shore except the Taunton. In the Town of Walpole
alone there were ten distinct water privileges on the Neponset,
their combined fall totalling 151 feet. Upon these Walpole
millsites a veritable cross section of the cotton and woolen
industries appeared in the first half of the nineteenth
century...Norwood's tanneries, wrapping paper, car shops,
carpetworks and printers' ink varied the Neponset's products.
Stoughton and Randolph poured shoes into the southern market until
the Civil War crippled them. Canton's ironworks turned out saws,
firearms, car wheels, horseshoes, and plowshares; the Town also
varied the textile picture with shoelaces, fishlines,suspenders and
webbing, and products of her silk mill...."
(quote from "Salt Rivers of the Massachusetts Shore",
by Henry F. Howe, pp 283,4).
It was later determined that the deep sand and gravel deposits
underground in the Neponset River Valley are one of the best
sources in the Boston region for groundwater supplies.
Accumulations of stratified drift of 100 feet or more form
ground-water reservoirs of significant economic value. The aquifer
is used by Canton, Westwood/Dedham (joint water system), Stoughton
and Walpole for commercial and municipal water supply.
Also, geologically, the region shares the Blue Hills Reservation,
which stretches for over 7000 acres from Dedham to Quincy, and
whose high point at elevation 635 on Great Blue Hill overlooks all
of Canton and the surrounding region south of Boston. Recreational
use of these lands is a major regional opportunity.
Transportation links include the commuter rail system joining
Canton, Stoughton, Sharon and other points south with Boston.
Highway Route 128 passing through Canton is still the most
important road link to key industries and businesses in the Boston
Metropolitan region.
The top of Neponset River watershed is at the Randolph/Canton town
line, and therefore Randolph and Braintree are hydrographically
4

separated from Canton and its neighbors to the west. Stoughton,
however, has several well sites east of Turnpike Street and west of
York Street with a "zone of contribution" extending into the
southeastern corner of Canton.
There are two environmentally-sensitive Areas of Critical
Environmental Concern as designated by the Commonwealth's
Department of Environmental Management which overlap from Canton
into the neighboring Towns of Norwood, Westwood, Dedham and
Randolph. Some of these regional resources are shown on a MassGIS
map, printed at scale of 1:25000, which shows Canton in relation to
its region.

B.

History of the Community

Native American's were the first human inhabitants on the land now
called Canton. They fished and hunted wildlife using the resources
of the Neponset River and ponds and bogs such as Ponkapoag. As the
European settlement increased in size and influence, in 1707 a
grant of land was set off including over 40,000 acres stretching
all the way south to the Plymouth plantation. The native American
community was allocated 6000 acres in what was called the Ponkapoag
plantation.
By 1725, there were 38 families of settlers identified as living in
the Canton area. They worked relatively cooperatively with the
Native Americans, who worked the fields of the settlers, and cut
Cedar trees into shingles and clapboards for the buildings going up
locally and inDorchester. Rev. Eliot worked among the Native
Americans, and the plantation became the second "praying town"
after Natick in the colony. The settlers began to lease additional
land from the plantation, so that by 1760 only 711 acres were left
to the use of the Native Americans. They continued to decline in
number as well as area, so that at the midway point of the
nineteenth century, there were only ten remaining. The one-half
acre graveyard off Indian Lane and a burial site off Chapman Street
are all that remains of their heritage.
The first church meeting house was started by the settlers in 1707,
near the present cemetery in Canton center. A "south precinct" was
set off from the original grant in 1726 (called Stoughton, but
including Canton & Sharon), and in 1797 Canton itself was set off
(we now celebrate the Bi-Centennial).

Farming was the primary land use in the early settlement. They
harvested the "unusual luxuriant grass that grew thick and tall" in
the Neponset River floodplain, and used some peat for fuel. Soils
at the base of Blue Hill and near York Street were fertile. Some

Subsequently clay was used for
fruit orchards were planted.
building, and sand and gravel was mined.
It was soon clear that the tributaries of the Neponset River were
adaptable for water powered mills. The first sawmill was
constructed on the Canton River in early 1700's. Forges were built
to exploit iron ore from nearby bogs, and grist mills and powder
mills were started. By the late 1700's, the Leonard and Kinsley
mill successfully made saws and scythes t'and the Paul Revere copper
rolling mill was started. These operations did not close or become
converted until 1909. In 1851 the Draper Brothers knitting mill
was begun, in 1860 Elijah Morse's Rising Sun Stove Polish factory
was started, and in 1911 the Plymouth Rubber Company took over the
Revere factory site and continues today as one of the Town's major
employers. More modern industries such as Instron located in
Canton after the Second World War, and others continue to be
established off Turnpike Street to this day.
The history of residential and institutional growth up to and
including the building of Memorial Hall in 1879 is well
chronicalled in Daniel T.V. Huntoon's book of the "History of the
Town of Canton" published in 1893; this'book also includes several
maps of the Town from the early 18th century. Other interesting
documentation of local history was published in several small
tracts which accompanied the 175 Anniversary of the Town.
Railroad and trolley line service was begun in 1834 and 1899
respectively which opened up Canton to commercial and industrial
development and allowed the Town to become a fashionable bedroom
community to Boston for some early 20th century families. Several
estate houses on large properties were built in the northern part
of Town, primarily along Green Street, Washington Street and
Chapman Street along the ridge. The more dense residential
development was occurring in South Canton and Springdale closer to
the mills along the Canton River and its tributary streams and
ponds.
C.

Population Characteristics

Despite the slow but steady growth and development of Canton
accompanying the industrial revolution in the region, the Town's
population was only 6,381 persons in the census year preceding
World War Two. The population almost trebled in the next thirty
years, reaching 17,100 persons in 1970. The increase has slowed
considerably in numbers of people since then, however the number of
dwelling units has increased consistently, reflecting typically
lowering average family size, the breakup of traditional families
with a corresponding need for smaller living units (ie.
apartments), and certain other demographic trends.
The Town of Canton had a population of 18,530 persons in 1990,
including 226 Blacks, 17 American Indians, and 219 Asians,
6

according to the latest U. S. Census. This represents a 1.9 %
increase over 1980's 18,182 persons. Local census records as of
1995 indicate that the population of Canton is now 18,930 persons.
Of those residents older than five years of age, just over 30 %
lived in a different house in 1990 than in 1985. Almost 55 % of
those moving into Canton in this period came from other homes in
Norfolk County.
There were 6605 total occupied housing units in Canton in 1990,
with an average of 2.76 persons per household. 4948 of the
housing units were owner-occupied and 1657 were rented.
The 1989 per capita income for Canton residents was $22,035. 2.4%
of residents were determined to be below the poverty level.
The total number of residents employed in the labor force in 1990
was 10,042. 78.7% of these persons commuted by car to work, 7.8%
went in car pools, 8.9% used public transportation, and 4.6 %
walked or worked at home.
The median age of the population was 35.9 years. The percentage of
the population under 19 years of age was 24.6%, and the percentage
65 years and over was 14.1%.
D.

Growth and Development Patterns
1. Patterns and trends

Canton's primary land use is residential, with some commercial
business and industrial use. The Town has an unusually large
number of golf courses (5), and has a variety of parcels of
preserved open space. A breakdown of current land use by
categories ( in acres ) is shown below, comparing them with figures
from ten years ago; the numbers are rounded off for the sake of
looking at "the big picture":
1995
1985
4480
3000
residential
260
230
commercial
800
560
industrial
1900
1300
open space
900
900
recreation
700
520
roads/transportation corridors
900
800
municipal/institutional
50
370
agricultural
200
100
waste disposal
100
200
mining
1750
4060
undeveloped
460
460
water bodies
12,500

total acres
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See updated Land Use Map which shows the locations of these uses.
Residential development is spread throughout the Town, with the
most dense concentration in the western side. More recent
subdivisions have been built in the York Street corridor. There
are several significant apartment complexes.
Town facilities such as the Library, Town Hall (Memorial Hall),
Senior and Junior High Schools, the Post Office and several local
churches are located in Canton center. Commercial/industrial
development is primarily in two areas. One, the older section,
includes Canton center, Canton Junction and land along the railroad
tracks south of the Springdale section. Most of the remaining
businesses and industries are located along the Route 138 corridor,
including the more visible "high-tech" office centers on the north
side of Route 128; a large new home office for Reebok Corporation
is planned at a prime site, with an estimated 1500 employees to
occupy facilities at a 42 acre site.
In terms of tax revenues generated by the major uses, statistics
show that residential uses are valued at 73% of the total
valuation, while commercial/industrial uses are valued at 27%. Due
to a differential tax rate, these categories bring in 63% and 37%
of the real estate tax revenues respectively.
The rapid increase of new residential and commercial properties
during the past ten years has led to depletion of a great deal of
desirable open space. For example, the Canton's Building Inspector
issued permits for 161 housing units during 1990, 77 in 1991, 102
in 1992, and somewhat smaller amounts in 1993 & 94. This figure
jumped to 147 in 1995.
In all there have been well over 500 houbelots in subdivisions, and
millions of square feet of commercial and industrial space in
developments such as Canton Commerce Center. The significance of
this is that more than 2300 acres of undeveloped land has
disappeared since 1985. This rapid development will likely continue
into the next century for many reasons.
Thus it is important that Canton take a close look at what
desirable land is still available and move to acquire areas that
would be most valuable to the people and the environment into the
21st Century.
2. Infrastructure
a. Transportation system
Canton is bracketed by major regional highways on three sides;
Route 128 on the north, Route 95 on the west, and Route 24 on the
east. Portions of these limited access freeways are within the
8

Town limits, but for the most part are outside the boundaries.
They provide excellent access from the Town to major markets and
places of work in the Boston Metropolitan and southeastern
Massachusetts regions.

Ei

A fourth numbered-route highway, Route 138, bisects the Town from
north to south. It is primarily the locus for major commercial and
industrial facilities in Town... Washington Street also runs
generally north/south through the heart of the Town, providing a
connection to Sharon and Stoughton to the south. Randolph Street,
Dedham Street, and Neponset Street are the other arterial roads
providing connecting links to Canton's neighbors.
Commuter rail service in the region is provided by Amtrak under
contract to the Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority.
Service to Boston is provided from two separate stations in Canton.
Amtrak also provides service to Providence and the rest of the
Atlantic Coast corridor; Canton residents can board this train at
the University Avenue station in Westwood.
b. Water supply systems
The Town operates a water supply system to local residences and
businesses. There are five operational gravel packed wells which
provide 3.52 MGD capacity, and an additional 3.00 MGD are available
through connections to the MWRA system. The first modern-day well
was put on line in 1949, and a seventh well was drilled in 1966,
but has been out of service since 1974 due to concentrations of
TCE. Other well sites are being explored currently.
The system is served by five storage tanks, one being high pressure
and the others low. There are over 100 miles of water mains in
Town.
Engineers Whitman and Howard recommended the need for a leakage
survey of the system, since 326 million gallons per year were being
lost in the early 1980's.
c. Sewer service
Only five percent of wastewater is currently disposed of on-site
into septic tanks and leaching facilities, or cesspools at some
older homes. Most of the Town is served by a sewer system which
transports the waste to the treatment facilities of the MWRA in
Boston harbor.

3.

Long term development patterns

a.

Buildout analysis & Map

A search through municipal records and maps has been made which
identified all the undeveloped parcels of land in Canton to
determine the capacity of the land for future development. This
included a search of Assessor's records to identify the location,
size and ownership of the parcels, and a plotting of the
significant parcels on a map to identify which areas of Town are
most affected. The zoning of the land and the presence of wetlands
or rock outcroppings which will limit the extent of development
were determined from overlay maps and field inspections.
Based on this analysis, there are over 100 parcels of large
undeveloped land. This includes residentially-zoned land
encompassing 969 acres. Also, some partially developed residential
land with significant open unused areas were identified: these
include 185 acres. Single small house lots on lands that have been
subdivided but have not had houses constructed are also included in
this analysis; these number 353 throughout the Town. These in
total would generate an additional 1011 dwelling units in Canton.
There are 397 acres of undeveloped commercial/industrially zoned
land. These would generate 3,320,000 square feet of additional
building space.
In summary, when these residential and commercial lands are
developed and added to the existing uses, the "build-out" capacity
of the Town can be determined.
acres @ buildout
5840
300
1100
1900
900
900
800
300
460
-o-

residential
commercial
industrial
open space
recreational
municipal/institutional
roads & transp.
waste disposal
water bodies
undeveloped
totals

12,500

% of town
46.7
2.4
8.8
15.2
7.2
7.2
6.4
2.4
3.7
100.0 %

Certain assumptions have been made to make the study realistic.
These include:
rezoning of the land will not occur;
acquisition of land for public purposes, or
institutional use, such as churches/synagogues
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will not occur;
Also note that these projections do not attempt to predict when or
how soon the development will occur. The economic cycles and local
"political" climate make time projections problematic.
Nonetheless, this analysis is useful in order to project future
population, infrastructure needs, and identify those critical
parcels which the Town or other public agencies might wish to
protect from development which would be environmentally harmful or
problematic. This is a tool to be used by the community in
general, and the Open Space Planning Committee in particular.
b.

Population Projections

Based on the current analysis, there would be an additional 1011
households when the residentially-zoned land is built-out. This
includes 546 dwelling units on the larger parcels of undeveloped
land, 112 units on "underdeveloped" land, and 353 units on lots
already subdivided but not built upon as of 1995.
When this is added to the 7253 dwelling units built as of 1995,
there would be 8264 total dwelling units at build-out. At an
assumed average of 2.60 persons per dwelling unit, the population
of the Town at build-out would be 21,486.
The Metropolitan Area Planning Council has projected that there
will be 7,990 households in Canton by the year 2010. This would
represent a 21 % increase over the Town's 1990 households. The
population would be 20,774 based on 2.60 average household size.
This compares favorably with the build-out projections of this
current study.
Most other past population projections prove to be too high. As a
part of the water supply facilities planning process, the
consulting firm Whitman and Howard included a projection of 25,000
persons by 2000 (1980 study).
others for 2000:

MAPC, earlier study
Weston & Sampson
Brown (saturation)1972plan

26,000
30,000
25-28K

Enclosed is a Zoning Map of the Town.
Land Use - 1995 Map
Land Use at Build-out Map
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Section 4 -- Environmental Inventory and Analysis
A.

Geology, Soils, and Topography

The boundaries of Canton enclose an area of richly varied scenery
and topography. In the northeast, the Canton line crosses the
summit of Great Blue Hill, which, at 635 feet above sea-level, is
the highest peak of the ancient granitic blue hill range. Bedrock
exposures of Blue Hills granite porphyry are common in north
Canton, and the thin soils and steep slopes pose severe limitations
upon development.
To the south, the central section of Canton lies atop a dissected
plateau with typical elevations ranging from 160 to 200 feet. Most
of the developed areas of Canton lie atop this plateau where
bedrock exposures of the Pondville Conglomerate puddingstone and
the sedimentary rocks of the Wamsutta Formation are common.
Wetlands are scattered along the major drainages of the central
plateau, especially along York and Pequid Brooks in west Canton.
Localized limitations to development in the area are bedrock
outcroppings, occasional steep slopes, and wetlands. Thin, stony
Hollis-Woodbridge soils predominate in the southeastern corner of
the plateau while the central/eastern area contains deep, sandy
Hinckley and Windsor soils which are suitable for residential,
commercial, and industrial construction. Agricultural potential is
generally limited, with the floodplains of the Neponset and major
Brook systems formerly offering the best agricultural soils..
The central plateau dips sharply to the west into the Neponset
River Valley with stream-bed elevations of 30-40 feet above sea
level. The Neponset Valley was scoured by glaciers to depths up to
150 feet beneath present-day levels and is now filled with deep,
water-bearing glacial drift. The Neponset River has a broad swampy
floodplain that limits development in its vicinity.
B.

Landscape Character

The diverse landscape of character reflects the underlying geology
and topography. North of Route 128, the granitic mass of the Blue
Hills dominates and the landscape is generally steep, densely
wooded, and sparsely settled. The commanding view from the summit
of Great Blue Hill looks out over the sprawling Blue Hill Range,
the Boston skyline, and the higher landmarks of Canton. Just to
the west, the land slopes sharply to the Fowl Meadow floodplain
swamps along the Neponset River, where trails, including the "Burma
Road" provide excellent wildlife viewing opportunities. Much of
Canton north of Route 128 is open space included within the Blue
Fowl Meadow Area
Hills Reservation and the Neponset River Basin
of Critical Environmental Concern.
-

Upstream along the Neponset, the river and its floodplain wetlands
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remain relatively secluded from its urban surroundings with the
Route 95 corridor and Norwood Memorial Airport limiting access by
foot. North of Neponset Street, the brushy fields of the abandoned
Canton Airport provide an important open space and wildlife area.
The central plateau area of Canton is densely settled with
important and historic commercial/industrial corridors along Route
138, Washington, and Pleasant Streets. In this area, the open
expanse of Reservoir Pond, along with Pequitside Farm and the
adjoining Massachusetts Audubon Society sanctuary provide important
and readily accessible open space. Elm Street, along the edge of
the Neponset Valley, retains a rural character and hosts the one
remaining commercial farm in Canton.
In eastern Canton, the central plateau is dotted with numerous
wetlands. In the southwest, along York Street and Indian Lane,
Canton retains its most rural character, although many recent
residential subdivisions have been constructed in the area. North
of Randolph Street, Ponkapoag Pond and its surroundings, managed by
the MDC, provides not only beautiful open space but habitat for
some of the rarest wildlife species in eastern Massachusetts.
C.

Water Resources and Fisheries

Surface water is plentiful in the glacial pock-marked landscape of
Canton. The town is blessed with two rivers: the Neponset and East
Branch, numerous brooks, including: Ponkapoag, Pecunit, Pequid,
York, Beaver Meadow, Steep Hill and Massapoag, and five Great
Ponds: Reservoir, Ponkapoag, Forge, Bolivar, and Glen Echo. With
the exception of Glen Echo and Ponkapoag, the Great Ponds of Canton
are artificially impounded; Reservoir Pond was created by flooding
a large wet meadow area in 1826. All water bodies in Canton are
rated "Class B" by the Massachusetts Division of Water Pollution
Control and are regarded as suitable for swimming, fishing, and
other recreational uses.
Canton's great ponds generally have shallow basins; Ponkapoag
averages only 4-5 feet deep and at summertime levels, Reservoir
Pond is only slightly deeper. Canton's ponds provide excellent
warm water fisheries; past MDFW surveys have revealed strong
populations of largemouth bass, horned pout, yellow perch and chain
pickerel in most ponds. Shephard's Pond and Mansfield Ponds, along
Massapoag Brook, reportedly are prime fishing spots. Glen Echo
Pond is exceptional in its depth (up to 23 feet) and provides some
cool water fish habitat that reportedly supports stocked lake trout
and has been considered for stocking with smallmouth bass.
Reservoir Pond also supports a popular ice fishery.
Public access to many of Canton's ponds is difficult or limited.
Although public access points generally exist, they may be obscure
(e.g. Glen Echo Pond) or fairly difficult to use in launching water
13
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craft (e.g. Forge Pond). Although the ponds are rated as safe for
fishing and swimming, the public has been warned against eating
fish from Bolivar Pond. Siltation of several of the shallow, manmade ponds threatens their continued recreational value. Dredging
and control of nuisance aquatic vegetation may be options that
require further study; plans have been discussed to dredge part of
Mansfield Pond along Massapoag Brook.
The Neponset River, with an overall drainage area of 117 square
miles, forms the western border of Canton on its course from the
Neponset Reservoir in Foxborough to its mouth in Dorchester Bay.
The Neponset Basin is swampy with 13% of the land area occupied by
wetlands. The Neponset and East Branch are support warm water fish
species (pickerel, white sucker, sunfish, horned pout) and the
Division of Fisheries and Wildlife has stocked the Neponset with
shad, herring, and rainbow smelt. Water quality in the Neponset
River is known to be improving, but pollution intolerant fish and
invertebrates are still absent. The Neponset River is commonly
used for canoeing with public canoe access available at Dedham
Street; there is no acceptable canoe access at either Neponset
Street or the Fowl Meadows area.
The brooks of Canton drain the central plateau, generally flowing
westward and plunging steeply into the Neponset River Valley.
Pequid, Massapoag, and Beaver Meadow Brooks converge at Forge Pond
forming the short East Branch (Canton River). Pequid Brook, which
largely traverses the town from east to west, is a slow-flowing
brook with broad marshy wetlands before entering Reservoir Pond.
At the outlet of Reservoir Pond, however, it plunges 50 feet in its
last 0.8 mile to Forge Pond. York Brook drains the largest
bordering vegetated wetland complex in Canton aside from the
Neponset River. Canton's brooks no longer support wild brook trout
populations, but Ponkapoag and Massapoag Brook are commonly stocked
with hatchery trout. Seasonal stream flooding is a persistent
problem in some areas, including Standish Lane, Park Street,
Bolivar and Mechanic Streets, and at the Pequid Brook crossing
along Route 138; flooding has probably been worsened in recent
decades by loss of natural wetlands and floodplain storage.
Canton is also rich in subsurface water deposits. Blanketing the
underlying bedrock, the lands of Canton are covered with thick
glacial deposits. Less than 15,000 years ago, great ice sheets
hundreds of feet thick covered even Great Blue Hill, scouring the
underlying rock and gouging the Neponset River Valley. The thick
stratified drift deposits that underlie the Neponset River, Pecunit
Brook, and York Brook Valleys form highly productive aquifers with
water yields commonly exceeding 300 gallons per minute. The Fowl
Meadow subwatershed alone is estimated to contain 13 billion
gallons of water. Current pumping rates of about 1.6 million
gallons annually (1991 estimate) is well below the 5 million gallon
annual recharge rate.
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D.

Vegetation

Undeveloped areas of Canton are largely forested with the
predominant forest type being mixed oak - white pine, with hemlocks
and birches common on cooler north facing slopes and red maples,
tupelos, and swamp white oak occurring in the wetlands and flood
plains. The largest contiguous tracts of forest are: Great Blue
Hill and the adjoining Blue Hills Reservation, lands to the east of
York Street and west of the Randolph town line, and the forested
slopes northwest of Green Street along the Fowl Meadow. Among the
most unique forested communities in Canton are: the small patch of
fire-dependent pitch-pine/scrub oak woodland near the summit of
Blue Hill (a rare natural community type that might harbor uncommon
species), a healthy stand of Atlantic white cedar along the
boardwalk trail in the Ponkapoag Bog, and the mature, beautiful
river birches scattered along Burma Road.
Extensive areas of freshwater marshland occur along the Neponset
river, Beaver Meadow Brook, and Pequit Brook upstream of Reservoir
Pond. This regionally declining habitat type may harbor rare or
declining secretive marsh birds, such as bitterns and rails. The
expansion of purple loosestrife and giant reed populations in the
Fowl Meadow area is a serious environmental concern.
The most unique natural area in Canton is the diverse and extensive
Ponkapoag Bog system, which contains red maple swamp, Atlantic
white cedar swamp, shrub swamp, and true quaking bog habitats.
Ponkapoag Bog supports a higher diversity of rare species than any
other equal-sized area in the region, with highlights including
Blanding's turtle, a globally-endangered dragonfly (the ringed bog
haunter), and Hessel's hairstreak, a butterfly confined to white
cedar swamps. Smaller boggy ponds are scattered throughout the
town, the most ecologically intact of which are located just east
of the proposed East-West Roadway terminus at Pleasant Street.
Upland grasslands are scarce in Canton, with the most notable
example maintained at Pequit-Side Farm. Early successional
scrublands, however, with large patches of little bluestem grass
and associated wildflowers, may be found at the Canton Airport site
and alongside the ski trails on Great Blue Hill. These areas may be
productive areas for butterfly diversity.
E.

Wildlife

As the result of its diversity of natural community types, Canton
is relatively rich in wildlife, although wildlife abundance and
distribution are increasingly impacted by human development
pressures. Medium to larger mammal species have generally rebounded in Canton, as elsewhere in Massachusetts, with the regrowth of the extensive forested tracts of Central Massachusetts
which serve as "sources" for more urbanized areas to the east.
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White-tailed deer are common, particularly along the Neponset River
floodplain, as are coyote, red fox, raccoon, striped skunk,
opossum, and muskrat. More "human-intolerant" species, such as
otter, mink, fisher, and possibly porcupine, are also present in
more remote areas, such as Fowl Meadow, Ponkapoag, and the Blue
Hills Reservation. Bird diversity is likewise high, with Fowl
Meadow known state-wide as a significant bird-watching location.
The Neponset River Valley forms the most important corridor for
wildlife movement and dispersal in Canton. A further critical
corridor links the Neponset wetlands to the forested expanse of the
Blue Hills Reservation in the Green Street area. Route 138
unfortunately forms a significant barrier to this corridor and is
probably the site of significant road'-kill. Pequid Brook also
serves as a critical east-west corridor connecting the extensive
woods and wetlands of southeast Canton, via Reservoir Pond, to the
East Branch and Neponset Rivers. The Pequitside Farm and
Massachusetts Audubon Society conservation lands form important
open space links along this corridor, although important gaps
remain along the northwest corner of Reservoir Pond (the Williams
Estate) and the Forge Pond - East Branch waterway.
The Massachusetts Natural Heritage lists recent (post-1950) records
for three rare vertebrate species (blue-spotted salamander, spotted
turtle, and Blanding's turtle) in Canton; of these, the Blanding's
turtle is the rarest ("Threatened") and thus of most concern.
Three additional vertebrates are known from older records (timber
rattlesnake at Great Blue Hill, sedge wren along Ponkapoag Brook,
and box turtle from unknown location); all three are likely
extirpated from Canton (a few box turtles may remain in secluded
areas). Least bittern and several other rare marsh birds have been
recorded in the Norwood section of Fowl Meadow. A small but
growing great blue heronry (a "significant wildlife resource") is
situated in a red maple swamp just east of Route 138 across from
the entrance to the Dan Road Industrial Park; on 28 April 1997 the
heronry contained 13 nests seven of which were occupied.
Natural Heritage also lists post-1950 observations of five statelisted invertebrates (two damselflies, a moth, a butterfly, and a
tiger beetle), most from the Ponkapoag Bog area. The most notable
species are Hentz's redbelly tiger beetle and Hessel's Hairstreak,
a butterfly of Atlantic White Cedar swamps. Although nine statelisted plant species are recorded from Canton, only two (basil
mountain-mint and Britton's violet) were reported in the last 50
years.
Additional rare animal species that are possible or likely
residents of Canton include: cooper's hawk, marbled salamander,
four-toed salamander, Mystic Valley amphipod, and easter elderberry
longhorn beetle. The substantial cattail marsh along Pequit Brook
near York Street should also be surveyed in the spring or early
summer for rare marsh birds (e.g. sora, American and least
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bitterns).
Only two vernal pools are currently certified in Canton (one off
Indian Lane near the Stoughton line and one west of Route 138 in
the Blue Hills region). However, during a vernal pool inventory
conducted in April-May, 1997 as part of the Canton open space
planning process, 17 additional areas of vernal pool habitat were
identified. Results of this inventory indicate that the most
ecologically valuable areas of vernal pool habitat are: 1) the
Indian Lane Vernal Pool (previously certified), 2) two pools
southwest of the BFI landfill site, and 3) a chain of vernal pools
extending from then end of Bridle Path to Route 138. Additionally,
spotted turtles were observed in one of the Fowl Meadow vernal
pools and Mystic Valley amphipods may have been located in vernal
pools in the Dan Road area.
Generally, no hunting is permitted in Canton, although special
permission has occasionally been granted to control nuisance Canada
Geese. Canton, however, offers much, opportunity for wildlife
viewing, particularly along the "Burma Road" and Ponkapoag Bog
boardwalk, canoeing on the Neponset River, and walking throughout
Blue Hills area.
F.

Scenic Resources and Unique Environments

Canton contains a variety of unique and scenic environments, many
of them described above. Regionally known sites include: the
summit and slopes of Great Blue Hill, which provide sweeping views
of the region; the relatively remote and "wild" feel of much of the
Neponset River and its extensive bordering wetland systems, and the
spectacular bog boardwalk at Ponkapoag Pond. Locally-known scenic
resources include beautiful Glen Echo Pond with its rocky shores,
the placid sweep of Reservoir Pond in the very center of Canton,
the marshes of upper Pequit Brook, the view over the Neponset
Valley from Algonquin and Green Lodge Roads, and the relatively
remote wet and rocky woodlands of southeastern Canton.
Canton has a long and rich history, both pre- and post-colonial.
Several Native American sites have been uncovered, including a
burial ground off York Street and a "balance rock" near York Brook;
more research is needed to uncover additional Native American
sites. In historical times, the first piece of cotton cloth made
in the United States was made in Canton in 1802 and the town hosted
America's first copper rolling mill. Pequitside Farm, now managed
as Conservation Land, has a long history of agricultural use and
provides a wonderful scenic and recreational center near Canton's
downtown; it is traversed by the historic Taunton Old Way. Canton
also possesses beautiful historical cemeteries, historic ways
including Back Street and Pigwacket, and the unique stone viaduct
railway bridge over Neponset Street.
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Canton is blessed with two large Areas of Critical Environmental
Concern, Ponkapoag Pond and its surroundings and the Fowl Meadow
wetlands of the Neponset River. Both are managed by the
Metropolitan District Commission and receive considerable passive
recreational use.
G.

Environmental Problems

Like many towns in eastern Massachusetts, Canton has experienced
explosive growth in residential acreage in recent decades.
Although contributing to the tax base of the town, this residential
expansion has also strained municipal services and the
environmental integrity of Canton's remaining open spaces. As a
result of rapid urbanization, Canton's zoning regulations and its
physical infrastructure have become outdated. Perhaps the greatest
casualty resulting from unplanned rapid growth has been the
increased physical and societal fragmentation of the town. Heavily
trafficked main roads discourage foot and bicycle travel and tend
to isolate neighborhoods from one another, thus diminishing a
shared sense of community
Rapid urbanization has also badly fragmented wildlife habitat and
wetland systems. Larger scale wildlife migration corridors, such
as those along Pequit Brook and the shores of Reservoir Pond or
between the Blue Hills and Neponset Valley have been interrupted by
high traffic volume roadways. Although the Canton Conservation
Commission enforces a thirty foot "no-build" setback from wetlands
through their wetlands bylaw, many new houses and industrial
buildings have crowded the edges of wetlands, inevitably
introducing pollutants, fragmenting the wetlands systems, and
interrupting wildlife migrations between the wetlands and
surrounding uplands. Recent increases in property values have made
house construction in formerly marginal areas a viable enterprise;
the result is a great deal of blasting, filling of wetlands for
wetland crossings, and encroachment upon the remaining wetlands.
These problems have been particularly severe in southeastern Canton
and in the industrial areas along Route 138.
Finally, Canton's long and proud history of industrial innovation
has left an unwanted legacy of contaminated soils and groundwater
in many locations. Five hazardous waste sites were listed by DEP
as "Priority Confirmed" sites in 1997: the Cumberland Farms Dairy,
the Washington Street Getty Station, Indian Line Farm, the New
Neponset Valley Sewer site, Reliable Electric Finishing, and
Shields Packaging Co., Inc. Other problematic unclassified sites
include the Draper Brothers site and Tokorenbee Farm. The
ecological integrity of upper Pequit Brook, one of the most unique
wetland systems in Canton and the major input into Reservoir Pond,
may be threatened by runoff from the BFI landfill site and the
lower reaches of Beaver Meadow Brook, a rare species habitat, are
known to be contaminated. In 1979, contamination by toxic
18

trichloroethylene forced the closure of two wells, including a
municipal well that had provided 12% of Canton's water supply.
Plans for developing a new well site off Neponset Street have been
delayed by wetland and fisheries concerns.
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Section 5 -- Inventory of Lands of Conservation and Recreation
Interest

The purpose of this section of the report is to provide an
inventory of all the lands in Canton which have the most
significance as open space and recreational use. They may be
identified according to their ownership and their use, whether they
are protected due to their public ownership status, or are
unprotected as private parcels or certain other forms of ownership
status which may make them subject to future development pressures.
The following table lists the categories described in the following
text. The descriptions are also accompanied by a Map showing the
locations in Canton.
A.

Protected Lands

Town lands
Conservation Commission
Water Department
Cemetery
Recreation Department
MDC
Blue Hills Reservation
Fowl Meadow
Ponkapoag - Passive Rec/open space
- Golf Course
Audubon sanctuary
Trustees of Reservations
Conservation Restricted Land,
B.

Unprotected Parcels

Private golf courses
Private Cemeteries
State Hospital School '
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A.PROTECTED LANDS
CANTON CONSERVATION COMMISSION LANDS

Lands under the control of the Canton Conservation Commission total
580 acres (579.73). They are located in seven areas throughout the
Town, and are described as follows, in the order of largest to
smallest:

In the Fowl Meadows
There are four groups of parcels in the Fowl Meadows area along the
Neponset and Canton Rivers. Near the Sharon town line are 14
acres, near the Canton River are 37 acres, near Dedham Street are
23 acres, and the largest is over 250 acres between Neponset Street
and the tip of the triangle formed by 1-95 and the railroad. These
latter parcels may be turned over to the control of the MDC to
complement their already extensive ownership of Fowl Meadow and
Blue Hills reservation lands. Almost all these lands are in the
flood plain of the rivers, and public access is limited. It is a
prime habitat for wildlife.

In the North York Street area
There are 70 acres of land in the meadows and wetlands surrounding
Pequid Brook. Most of this land is at the headwaters of the Brook
near where it originates close to the Randolph Town line, and is
visible when driving across the Brook at York Street near the
Lutheran Church. The other parcels were part of a residential
subdivision off Stratford Road and Westchester Drive.

Off Wompatuck Drive
There are 46 acres in two significant parcels south of the golf
course on the south shore of Reservoir Pond. One is the Gill
Swamp, and the other is a long, thin parcel between the Canton
Commerce Center parcels and the residential neighborhood off
Pleasant Street.

Off Washington Street
In the southwest corner of the Town are several parcels totaling 42
acres. They are contiguous along Massapoag Brook where it comes
out of Sharon, and contain Mansfield Pond, Sheppard Pond and an
unnamed Pond. They are adjacent to the Canton Fish and Game Club,
and some public parcels in Sharon. Access is off Tolman Street
down a steep hill and at a point off Washington Street at the
eastern end.
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Off Bailey Street
There are 40 acres on two sides of Bailey Street in the southern
part of Town, along the wetlands near Steep Hill Brook coming out
of Stoughton. Also is included Silk Mill Pond at Messinger Street.
At Glen Echo Pond
There are approximately 8 acres of Town-owned parcels scattered
near the north shore of Glen Echo Pond. This small Pond,
previously called York Pond by the early settlers, is the site of
many "summer camps". The Water Department has land here also for
a water tank, the Historical Commission has a 13 acre parcel next
to the site of the Indian Burial Ground, and there are some vacant
parcels with rocky knolls or wetlands.
Pequitside Farm
Last but not least is the 35 acre property acquired with the help
of Federal Government funding several years ago. Besides buildings
used by the Conservation Commission and available for other town
and civic functions, there is a varied landscape of rolling hills
and open meadows adjacent to the Audubon sanctuary, which has
frontage on Pequit Brook as it descends swiftly from the dam at
Pleasant Street. Taken together these lands have significant value
as wildlife habitat, sites for recreation use, and a scenic vista
for travelers along Pleasant Street. It is right across from the
Williams property on the Pond.
WATER DEPARTMENT LAND
The lands under the jurisdiction of the Water Department account
for 150 acres. These are located on seven different parcels which
are for wells, tanks and the old pumping works in Springdale.
While public access is limited, several of these sites provide
wildlife habitats.
CANTON CORNER CEMETERY
The ridge along Washington Street where Randolph Street begins and
(near Dedham Street) is the site of several churches and
cemeteries. In 1707 the first Meetinghouse was built and a one
acre burial ground laid out. It remained small until 1840 when 10
acres were acquired by the Town, including Prospect Hill at a
height of 190', affording a dramatic view to the northwest down to
elevation 70'. In 1948, Henry A.S. Dearborn laid out the next
parcel of land, approximately eight acres, helping to create what
Huntoon described as "the most beautiful rural cemetery in the
country". Today at over 70 acres, with mature trees, stone walls
and the dramatic sloping hillside, the Cemetery remains a dominant
open space and an important historic link to Canton's past. For a
22

more complete description, see the "Survey Report of Canton Corner
Cemetery, 1707-1994", by Kathleen Keith, at the Canton Library.
OLD ENGLISH CEMETERY

This cemetery was the first public burial ground in Canton. It is
located on a sloping wooded site on Washington Street north of the
other cemeteries at the Randolph Street intersection. The
Beautification Committee recently supervised some tree plantings
and the uncovering of an old red stone wall at this historic site.
TOWN RECREATION LANDS

There are 14 sites of Town owned recreation land in various sizes,
mostly small as in the older residential areas, some at school
sites, and one completely separate for large ballfields (Cabot
Devoll Field). There are other sites at non-municipal facilities
which are used by Canton residents for indoor and outdoor
recreation, including the State Hospital School (soccer field),
Blue Hills Regional Vocational Technical School (swimming pool),
MDC land next to Massasoit Community College (soccer field) and
Brook Meadow Golf Course.
The Recreation Commission of seven members is responsible for a
wide variety of programs at Town-owned and other sites. The
Recreation Director, Jeff Kaylor, with the help of a 4 person
maintenance staff, directs the programs and maintains the
playfields and facilities, and can be complimented on operating a
very comprehensive program of recreational activities for all ages.
There are also other Associations which direct youth leagues for
soccer, Pop Warner football and Little League baseball.
Most of the sites are in the western half of the Town. There is a
real void of playgrounds available close to the residential
neighborhoods along York Street. Also, there is still a need for
additional playfields and playgrounds for the popular programs,
since many of the fields are used jointly and therefore are
difficult to maintain in good condition. There should be "extra"
fields to allow athletic fields to be reseeded and "rest" for a
year to keep the inventory in excellent condition.
The Town's recreation sites have been surveyed as to their
accessibility to persons with disabilities. A table showing the
results in included herein.
METROPOLITAN DISTRICT COMMISSION LANDS

The Town is fortunate to have over 1260 acres of land owned and
managed by the Metroplitan District Commission. These are in three
separate environments related to the Blue Hills, the Fowl Meadow
and Ponkapoag Pond.
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Blue Hills Reservation
Containing over 7000 acres, of which almost 300 are in Canton, the
Reservation provides passive recreation opportunities to area
residents in the form of 125 miles of trails; there are skiing,
mountain bicycling, rock climbing, softball and swimming facilities
available for those interested in these active sports. A Trailside
Museum, two outlook towers, sites of historical interest, and
various environmental education programs are also available. This
property was acquired in 1893 under the direction of visionary
Landscape Architect Charles Eliot, and became one of the first
acquisitions of the Metropolitan Parks System.
Fowl Meadows
The MDC currently owns 340 acres along, the Neponset River mostly
north of Route 128. They are in the process of adding additional
lands to their stewardship on either side of Neponset Street in the
Meadow and flood plains.
Ponkapoaq Pond
South of Route 128, with land and pond partially in Randolph, the
MDC controls 434 acres of conservation land and the 193 acre 36
hole public golf course. This is also the site of the indoor ice
rink facility which is now controlled by the Town Recreation
Department and is used primarily by Canton residents and hockey
leagues. Boating and fishing are permitted at the Pond, and
overnight camping facilities are permitted at the Appalachian
Mountain Club cabins on the north side of the Pond. There is a
very unique Atlantic White Cedar bog at the northwest end of the
Pond, which is a habitat for many rare plant and animal, and insect
species. A unique cedar boardwalk permits public access into the
bog, and there are walking trails surround the Pond. The driveway
through the golf course winding down to the Pond is lined with
Sugar Maple trees, many very thick and stately, others recently
replanted, making a distinctive landscape statement and emphasizing
how the MDC land represents an excellent balance between a wild
area and a heavily used recreation area.
AUDUBON SANCTUARY
The M.M. Allen Wildlife Sanctuary is located on 130 acres of land
in the center of Town between Washington Street and Pequit Brook
(Pleasant Street). The main building is being used to store the
Massachusetts Aububon Society's art collection, having been
remodeled to accommodate the climate controls necessary. There is
a resident director at this facility, and a small maintenance
staff, one of whom lives in a caretaker's house off Eliot Street.
There is no public access to the property at this time; the Society
does intend to maintain the wooded landscape as a wildlife
sanctuary permanently.
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TRUSTEES OF RESERVATIONS LAND

This 82 acre property which consists of the Cabot family estate and
additional purchases of adjacent land was donated in 1990 to the
Trustees of Reservations (TTOR). This group was formed near the
turn of the century to preserve and protect significant residences
and landscapes throughout the Commonwealth. They have worked with
family members and professional planning and preservation
consultants to develop a master plan for the estate under
directions from the bequest of Eleanor Cabot Bradley "to conserve
the land forever it its natural, scenic or open condition and to
preserve forever the main house thereon for all appropriate public
purposes". The plan calls for maintaining a portion of the estate
as an example of early agricultural use, and the upkeep of the
formal gardens adjacent to the main house. There are also trails
and cartpaths which can be enjoyed by the public, and local groups
and wedding parties can use the main estate house. Because of its
unique location at the northern gateway to the Town, and the
special historic and naturalistic features, this property is a very
valuable component of Canton's open space inventory.
CONSERVATION RESTRICTION LANDS

Several lands associated with residential development have been
placed under conservation restrictions which permit permanent
private ownership of open space in return for agreements to keep
the land undeveloped. This includes the Lyman properties on Elm
Street and properties on Homans Lane.

B.UNPROTECTED PARCELS
The next three categories of open space lands are technically
considered "unprotected" since they are in private (the golf
courses & cemeteries) and/or State ( the Hospital School) control,
and are therefore theoretically susceptible to future sale or
subdivision for non-open space uses. It is unlikely that there is
much threat of the cemetery or State Hospital properties being sold
or divided, but nonetheless the Town or other semi-public
conservation agencies should be aware of their long-range plans.
The golf courses are more susceptible to sale &/or redevelopment
into other uses, in most cases for residential development. A
variety of factors could come into play, including declining
membership, financial hardship or simply owners seeking greater
income from a "higher and better use", to use a real estate
planner's term. The Town should definitely monitor the long-range
plans of these private golf clubs and be prepared to take some
action to preserve or otherwise protect the significant open space
assets they represent to the Town as a whole.
,

PRIVATE GOLF COURSES
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The Milton-Hoosic Golf Club is located on 84 acres along Green
Lodge Road. There is a 9 hole golf course, and swimming and
tennis facilities serving approximately 315 members.
The Blue Hills Country Club is 27 hole golf course on 193 acres,
with entrance off Elm Street and with visible frontage on Dedham
Street.
The Wompatuck Country Club is a 9 hole course located on the
southern shore of Reservoir Pond. They hold land totalling 100
acres.
The Spring Valley Country Club is a private course in Sharon near
the Canton border, adjacent to the Brook Meadow Golf Course in
Canton which is private but open to the public.
PRIVATE CEMETERIES

There are two private cemeteries in Town, including the two parcels
on either side of Randolph Street belonging to St. Mary's Roman
Catholic Church. Being at the corner of Washington Street, and
together with the Town Cemetery across the Street, these lands
provide a significant open space at a critical "gateway" to Canton
from the north. The triangle of land was formerly a gravel removal
site, and is now at a very low elevation below the streets; it is
potentially a very visible segment of this "green" intersection.
The Knollwood Cemetery between Walpole, Street and High Street is
partially in Sharon; there are 112 acres in the Canton portion.
STATE HOSPITAL SCHOOL

This facility for physically-handicapped children has been
operating at this site on the north shore of Reservoir Pond since
1907 when the first building was constructed on 64 acres of land.
In the 1920's, an additional 100 acres were added to the complex,
and new buildings and facilities have been constructed
periodically. There are now 125 clients serviced here, mostly
in-patient but some day visitors. There are indoor recreation
facilities, and an outdoor track and soccer field; these are shared
for use by Town residents and employees of some local commercial
companies, who can rent time for indoor recreational use. Though
there is considerable undeveloped land on the property, much of it
is reserved for future expansion of facilities. Due to the
topography of land along much of the Randolph Street frontage,
access to the undeveloped land would be difficult. The State did
sell five acres to the Canton Housing Authority in the last decade,
and has been cooperative with the Town in other programs which are
mutually compatible.
PRIVATELY-OWNED UNDEVELOPED PARCELS
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The build-out analysis of the Town revealed that there are 105
large-scaled properties which are privately-owned and undeveloped
or susceptible to conversion to a higher economic use in the
future. The most visible and strategically significant parcel is
the Williams property, which the Town is already considering with
great interest. The remaining properties will be documented by map
and parcel descriptions to be turned over to the Open - Space
Planning Committee for further analysis.
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SECTION 504 SELF EVALUATION HANDICAP ACCESSIBILITY
RECREATION AND CONSERVATION LANDS
Name

Facilities/Equipment

Pequitside Farm

Compliance?

House
Community Garden
Playground
Ball Fields
Picnic Tables and grills

Y
N
N
N N

Recently renovated to code
Need to provide parking and path
Need to provide parking and path
Need to provide parking
Need to provide parking and path

Bolivar Swimming Pool

Swimming Pool
Picnic Tables

•

Currently being renovated to code

Messinger Street Park

Playground
Tennis Courts
Basketball Courts
Ball Field
Picnic Tables
Bathroom Facilities

N/A

( Ponkapoag Playground

Playground
Picnic Facilities
Ball Field
Bathroom Facilities

•
•
•
•

Tilden Playground

Playground
Picnic Facilities
Ball Field
Bathroom Facilities

N/A

Need to provide parking and path
Need to provide parking and path
Need to provide parking and path
Non-functioning

Cabot Devon Field

Playground
Ball Fields
Picnic Facilities
Bathroom Facilities

•
•
•
•

Need,to provide parking and path
Need to provide parking and path
Need to provide parking and path
Need to, renovate •

Kennedy School

Playground
Picnic Facilities
Ball Fields
Basketball Courts

r

(

/

• N/A
N/A

Page 1

Comments

Need to provide path
Need to widen entrance
Need to provide path
Need to move bleacher
Need to provide path
Non-functioning
Need to provide path
Need to provide path
Need to provide path
Need to renovate

Owned and maintained by School Dept
Owned and maintained by School Dept
Need to provide parking and path
Need to provide parking and path

7-771

771.

SECTION 504 SELF EVALUATION HANDICAP ACCESSIBILITY
RECREATION AND CONSERVATION LANDS
Name

Facilities/Equipment

Hansen School

Playground
Ball Fields

• N/A
•

Owned and maintained by School Dept
Need to provide parking and path

Luce School

Playground
Ball Fields

N/A
N/A

Owned and maintained by-School Dept
Owned and maintained by School Dept

Galvin Middle School

Ball Fields
Tennis Courts
Basketball Courts

•
•
•

Need to provide parking and path
Need to provide parking and path
Need to provide parking and path

Memorial Fields

Ball Fields (3)
Playground

•
•

Need to provide parking and path
Need to provide parking and path

Gridley School

Preschool Building
Tot Lot

Canton Skating Rink

Skating Rink

•

Need to reduce threshold, replace
outside door handle, move handicap
parking sign, lower locker room coat
hooks, renovate showers

Massasoit Junior College

Soccer Fields

•

Need to-provide parking and path

•

Need to provide path

Compliance?

Comments

Washington Street Gardens Benches
Fly Park

Benches

f,
i

.
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Section 6 -- Community Goals

In May of 1996 the Open Space Committee conducted a survey of
Canton residents to identify their concerns and opinions regarding
conservation, open space and recreation areas. A total of 4000
surveys were distributed through the schools, town meeting, town
hall, and the library. The Committee received back 306 completed
surveys, of which 144 were completed by students at Canton High
School. This represents a return rate of 7.7%. The return rate is
low, but the results are significant and represent what the
community values the most.
When asked what do you like the best about Canton, most respondents
had a list. The top answer was location, being in a country
setting near Blue Hill, yet having accessibility to major roads and
Boston. Next was the school system and the sense of community.
Quiet and safety were also mentioned quite a bit. On the question
of least likea attributes there was one clear response--TRAFFIC.
Between the high school respondents and the residents the answers
did not differ dramatically. The students best liked attributes of
the town were that it is safe and quiet. The least liked--nothing
for teenagers to do.
The demographics of the respondents were mixed with regard to
length of residency and living situation, but favored the profile
of the school families which was the largest method of distribution
for the survey. Forty-two percent of the respondents were young
families with school age children. Forty-two percent of the
respondents indicated that they have been residents of the town for
between 11 and 20 years. Sixty-three percent own or have someone
in their household that owns property in town.
The results of the remaining questions are presented below broken
out by residents and students.
( insert table -- next page )
The Open Space Planning Committee held a workshop in April 1997 to
consider what aspects of the Town they considered to be most
desirable, undesirable and to imagine what the Town could look like
in the distant future if improvements were made. They identified
specific places they considered to be noteworthy and important to
the residents, and which could be called visual eyesores. The
various observations first expressed individually were collected
and grouped and discussed, and eventually a set of goals were
selected which would be most advantageous to guide development
toward an ideal future for Canton.
It was recognized that some of the physical environment of the Town
cannot be improved only by considerations of open space planning.
For instance, the commercial and industrial developments, existing
and future, are primarily governed by zoning and building code
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Category

# of
Resdnts

% of
Resdnts

# of
Studnts

% of
Stdnts

129

80%

79

55%

Places of historic value

129

80%

76

53%

Open spaces to meet water
and conservation needs

143

88%

106

74%

Open spaces to meet
recreation needs

136

84%

116

81%

1. It is important to
preserve:
Buildings of historic or
architectural interest

2. The top 3 actions
people would take to
preserve open spaces:
Vote for Town supported
land acquisition

questions not
answered by
students
.

113

70%

Donate money to buy land

70

43%

Take a tax reduction to
designate land as open
space temp. or permanent

53

33%

140

86%

50

35%

70

43%

29

20%

58

36%

27

19%

99

61%

30

21%

35

22%

20

14%

108

67%

108

75%

Retail stores

70

43%

69

48%

offices

59

36%

8

6%

3. Should the Town develop
a master plan to guide
growth ?
4. The residential growth
policy most favored:
Regulate growth in
existing developed areas
Regulate growth in
undeveloped areas
5. The business/industrial
growth policy most favored
for Town:
Regulate growth in
existing developed areas
Regulate growth in
undeveloped areas
6.New businesses you would
like to see in Canton:
Recreation

7. Most in favor of:
Acquistions of
conservation areas by town

113

70%

60

42%

regulating housing
development

112

69%

59

41%

extending town sewer to
existing residential areas

86

53%

24

17%

58

36%

28

19%

youth

31

19%

23

16%

adults

36

22%

23

16%

107

66%

82

57%

Conservation areas

73

45%

30

21%

hiking & biking trails

66

41%

52

36%

Bike trails

63

39%

59

41%

Recreation center building

60

37%

60

42%

10. The Town shold place
equal emphasis on both
maintenance of current
recreation facilities and
acquistion of more
conservation and
recreation land

122

75%

52

36%

11. It is important for
the town to acquire and
preserve conservation
areas in their natural
state

128

79%

81

56%

12. It is important for
the town to have water
bodies fishable and
swimmable

126

78%

104

72%

8. Respondents satisfied
with places of
recreational use by:
children

9. The top five facilities
needed by the Town:
Teen center

considerations (regulations), and are generally out of the purview
of this Committee. Nonetheless, there was a concensus that six
goals and related objectives for achieving each goal are worthy of
establishing. These are listed and discussed more fully in
Section 8 of the report.
The Commonwealth under the auspices of the EOEA has prepared a
"Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan" (SCORP). The
plan and report was financed in part through a planning grant from
the National Park Service, Department of the Interior, under
provisions of the Land and Water Conservation Act of 1965. The
report contains some goals to guide State agencies and cities and
towns toward constructive open space and recreation land
management. Some goals which are especially relevant are listed
below, and helped the Committee formulate their own local list of
goals and objectives.
All agencies and political subdivisions of the Commonwealth
shall:
1.

practice and promote the protection of wildlife and wild
plants to preserve the diversity and health of natural
ecosystems. Special emphasis'shall be given to the
preservation and recovery of rare and endangered species
and threatened ecosystems;

2.

practice and promote responsible public and private
forest management;

3.

practice and promote the protection, restoration,
preservation and management of aquifers, rivers, lakes,
ponds, wetlands and their watersheds.

4.

practice and promote the protection of significant
geological resources;

5.

practice and promote the identification and protection
of significant prehistoric and historic archaeological
resources;

6.

practice and promote the protection and appropriate
public use of natural, cultural, and recreational
resources, and shall provide for the renovation,
replacement or development of properties and facilities
necessary to ensure a safe and enjoyable educational and
recreational experience;

7.

plan and provide for physical and programmatic access to
recreation opportunities for people with disabilities;

8.

increase the public's awareness of and appreciation for
its natural, cultural and recreational resources.
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Section 7 --Analysis of Needs

Canton has many significant natural resources and man-made open
areas of historical and aesthetic prominence. However, the
inventory of existing conditions and 'observations expressed by
governmental officials and citizens at large have revealed
environments and programs and policies which could be improved.
The subcommittee members and the consultant team discussed and
analyzed the perceived needs of the community to pinpoint which
efforts would be most effective in improving environmental quality
and upgrading recreational facilities.
A listing of such community needs includes:
need for more and better playfields for active recreation
need for better public access to public open space lands and
water resources
need to protect aquifers for local water supply and prevent
ground water pollution and siltation/sedimentation of surface
water bodies
need to provide continuous corridors of open space for passive
public recreational use and to enhance wildlife habitats and
species
need to identify and protect unique natural environments such
as vernal pools, significant wetlands and habitats of rare and
endangered plant and animal species
need to curb and/or control new residential and commercial
development in areas of town with sensitive natural
environments and resources
need to better coordinate planning and management policies and
practices of town agencies and departments dealing with the
physical environment of the Town
need for systematic program to identify future resouce
protection needs and to secure funds to achieve appropriate
objectives.

Section 8 -- Goals and Objectives

Based on the inventory, analysis of needs, and the desires of the
community determined from questionnaires and committee workshops,
the following goals and objectives have been determined to guide
the actions of the Town towards open space preservation and
enhancement and promotion of recreation opportunities.
It should be noted that a goal is a general statement of a
particularly important community consideration or need, whereas
objectives are more specific guidelines which should be taken to
help achieve the goal.
Goal 1.

Develop a long range "vision"
for the Town.

Reengineer Town zoning and
Objective a.
other bylaws to complement open space
planning goals.
Goal 2.

Protect the natural environment
of Canton.

Acquire undeveloped land for
Objective a:
resource protection, including water
bodies, aquifers, wildlife habitats,
scenic vistas, etc.
b:

Educate the citizens about the importance of open space and environmental
protection.

c:

Use volunteer groups to help achieve
these goals.

Goal 3.

Enhance natural and man-made
open spaces

Provide better access to
Objective a:
open space lands, ponds and rivers
b:

Create trails through open space lands

c:

Provide proper management plan for
public lands.

d.

Work with Conservation Commission to
evaluate and recommend appropriate
revisions to wetlands protection bylaw.
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Goal 4.

Increase and improve recreation areas

acquire new lands for
Objective a:
public recreational use, both active
and passive
b:

improve and enhance existing areas

c:

improve handicapped accessibility
to parks and playgrounds

Preserve and protect historic resources, including
Goal 5.
architectural structures, archaeological assets and designed and
natural landscapes.
implement a management plan
Objective a:
for historic sites in conjunction with
the Historical Commission.
b:

preserve and protect native american
burial grounds (3 known sites)

c:

preserve and protect historic estates
and properties,

d.

preserve and protect significant
natural features

Goal 6.

Generate funds to achieve
open space and rec. goals

Work with local private
Objective a:
owners to have them provide facilities
which can be used by the public, or to
provide grants to fund off-site public
improvements
b:

establish systematic public funding
for open space acquisitions and ,
improvement/maintenance of existing
lands

c:

work with private land holdets
to encourage donations or conservation
restrictions, for which they can
receive relief from taxation.
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Section 9 -- Five-Year Action Plan

The Actions Items listed and described in this section grow from
the previous analysis and work of the Open Space Planning Committee
(OSPC) in defining goals and objectives. Some are specific actions
which can be taken in one year, such as the purchase of an
important undeveloped parcel; others are ongoing actions which
should be taken every year or at least periodically, such as the
care and maintenance of open space properties.
The following action items are discussed as they relate to and in
the order of the six Goals from the previous section of the report.
1.

Establish a vision for the town consistent with open space
planning goals.

To achieve overall consistency in the Town's effort at open space
preservation and protection, there needs to be a team effort among
Canton's citizens and officials. There are many programs and
efforts undertaken by town departments such as public works, water
and sewer, recreation, and planning which impact on open space
goals and the lands which are part of the open space and recreation
inventory. Also, the town's zoning and other bylaws which affect
the way land is used or reused should come under scrutiny to see if
changes can be made which help implement open space planning goals.
The OSPC recommends that town boards consider issues related to
open space planning make a commitment to work together. This could
be undertaken primarily at quarterly planning sessions during which
the boards or their representatives meet to discuss related issues.
The OSPC as an ongoing committee (or a similar committee which may
be constituted under the authority of the Selectmen) would organize
and coordinate the sessions, and be prepared to follow up on
required action items. They will also expect to work closely with
the newly-hired Town Planner to receive his professional guidance
on addressing land development and planning issues.
2.

Protect the natural environment of Canton

Under the objective of acquiring land for resource protection there
are several undeveloped parcels in Canton which have
characteristics which would make them desirable for public purchase
or some other form of protective agreement in order to preserve the
natural environment.
An •obvious first choice is the Williams Estate parcel of 11.5
acres. It has a prime location as for its frontage on Reservoir
Pond, its proximity to other protected parcels in the neighborhood,
its feasibility for use for passive recreation by all town
residents, its vegetative diversity, and its natural beauty. It is
recommended for immediate town action to acquire this land by vote
of Town Meeting, and a Prop. 2 1/2 override, and to seek a State
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grant from the Self-Help Fund to help the community purchase this
valuable property.
In future years it is recommended that the Town seek to purchase
lands or interests along the rivers and brooks in the community.
Particularly important are some undeveloped lands at the headwaters
of Pequid Brook and York Brook in the York Street section of town,
where woodlands, wetland marshes and long greenbelts along and near
the brooks could be protected. Several of these areas have been
found to have vernal pools, which are important wildlife habitats
for rare species such as certain salamanders and turtles. They
also provide habitat and nesting sites for birds and mammals. The
waters are home to and spawning sites for fish and invertebrates.
The water quality of many of these brooks is important, since there
are important aquifers underground or downstream, and the Town
still relies on local wells for much of its drinking water.
For example, the woodlands north of Indian Line Road are
significant, along Pequid/York brooks west of 138, along Ponkapoag
Brook south of (below ) Green Lodge Road, etc are prime areas for
protection.

Under the objective of educating citizens about the importance of
environmental and open space protection, it would be useful to get
the active involvement of citizen groups or ad hoc organizations.
Such groups could be organized for "demonstration hikes" across
existing or proposed trails in open space corridors. They could
help prepare for further planning efforts toward parcel purchase,
trail construction, wildlife studies, and/or clean-up maintenance
efforts. Some groups, such as Canton River Watershed Watchdogs and
other volunteers, currently undertake cleanup efforts at ponds or
brooks, and monitor water quality. This type of effort should be
supported and expanded to make more people aware of and involved in
protecting local open spaces.
Efforts could be made to enhance the curriculum in local schools
with environmental awareness and sensitivity. Students could be
exposed to the many natural resources the Town already has, and
could help promote additional protection efforts.
3.

Enhance natural and man-made open spaces

At the present time, the public does not have an awareness of nor
access to many of the significant open space lands and water
bodies. Access includes many requirements, such as the need for
parking, canoe or small boat launching sites, and the provision of
places for fishing or wildlife observation.
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A prime action item is again the purchase of the
Williams property, since it provides the only current opportunity
for adequate public access to the beautiful Reservoir Pond.
Other ponds such as Glen Echo on the southern border of town, and
Forge Pond and Sheppards pond have poor access for the public.
Bolivar Pond does have public access along its northeastern border
beyond the swimming pool.
Much of the public land in the Fowl Meadow, primarily owned by the
MDC, does not have adequate access. Especially the meadow north of
the 1-95/Route 128 interchange, with its extensive trails and the
long "Burma Road" is inaccessible. A recommendation to acquire all
of or a portion of the abandoned pavements and use part of it for
parking and better access from Royal Street is an example of how
access can be improved to make public resources more useable.
And there is a need to create trails where none exist now.
Especially much of the Town's conservation land has no formal
trails or paths. There is also a need to make such resources
available to person's with physical disabilities, and therefore a
specific action item is to make at least one of the local open
space parcels handicapped-accessible in the next five years.
There should be a better trail connection to the Fowl Meadow path
running along the Neponset River north of Neponset Street (EG the
area of the old airport). And the boardwalk leading to the
Ponkapoag Bog should be improved/reconstructed.

Under the objective of providing a proper management plan for
public lands, the first recommendation is for working with town
boards and officials to develop a systematic plan for maintenance
and periodic cleanup of open space lands.
Another generalized recommendation includes the need to clean up
the siltation and sedimentation which has occurred in many of the
brooks and ponds over the years. Since this requires careful study
and a large amount of time and money to accomplish, the specific
action recommended is to undertake one such project each five
years.
Also, there are many hazardous waste sites in Town, and while the
monitoring of their cleanup is not the direct responsibility of
this planning committee or the parent Conservation Commission, it
is, nonetheless, important to point out the need for action on this
issue.
Other specific ideas for action in order to restore some of the
natural features of the landscape which have been altered or
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changed over time include:
restoring river meadow grasses in a portion of Neponset River
flood plain;
introducing a "once a year only" mowing program for a portion
of the open meadow at Pequitside Farm, to re-establish a
unique and aesthetic wildlife habitat for certain birds and
butterflies;
conducting a planned burn of the vegetation on the Blue hill
to re-establish historical habitats for wild grasses and pitch
pine communities and to enhance the views from the summit.
An overall management plan for public lands should also include
additional inventories and monitoring projects of key wildlife
resources. This would include identifying additional vernal pools,
fish species, heronries, and other rare species and habitats.
The Conservation Commission should be encouraged to undertake some
of these management efforts, and its bylaws (eg Local wetland
protection bylaw) should be amended to protect or restrict
development around vernal pools. And the Commission should update
its bylaws to implement the newly-passed State legislation which
increased the protection along rivers and brooks.
A program of tree planting and other improvements to public parks
or open spaces along the public rights-of-way is recommended. Some
efforts in this regard have already been taken by the
Beautification Committee, and this should be supported and
expanded.
4.

Increase and improve recreation areas

The citizens of Canton are very active in recreational
participation, particularly the youth. While there are many fine
facilities for their use, such as the indoor skating rink, there
are serious deficiencies of playfields for organized outdoor
sports. There is clearly a need to acquire or designate new sites
for playfields, and to construct the fields. The deficiency is
especially critical in the southeastern quadrant of Town, where new
housing has been constructed with no land set aside for public
playfields or playgrounds. The OSPC has not at this time been able
to designate a specific site or sites, but there is still
considerable undeveloped land left in this area, and further study
and cooperation among boards and residential developers can help to
designate land for such activity.
The Williams estate, in a central location of the Town, would be
ideal for recreational use. The primary use should be passive
recreation, including hiking, fishing, boating and picnicking.
However, the OSPC feels that the northern third of the site,
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including the existing house, be turned over to the Recreation
Dept. for their use, which could include playground facilities
outdoors, and appropriate use of the house. The existing driveway
across from Pequitside Farm would provide access and limited
parking for this use.
In addition to acquiring new sites, it has become clear that
existing playfields should be expanded and also receive an
increased level of maintenance. Fields, primarily those at the
schools, are used heavily for practice and games, often by multiple
sports activities, and scheduling and the need for refurbishing and
"resting" fields is a problem.
There is a need to make the playfields and playgrounds more
accessible to physically handicapped participants and spectators.
The consultants working with the local Commission on Disability
have surveyed the sites and identified measures which need to be
taken to make the site handicapped accessible. (See their separate
report).
There is also a need to facilitate so-called passive recreational
activities. Among the most popular of these are bicycling,
jogging, hiking and in-line skating. There are some facilities for
these in the Blue Hills reservation, but there is not much in
Canton in terms of special trails or even sidewalks to accommodate
these activities which are desired by many different age groups of
people.
5.

Preserve and protect historic resources

Canton has many valuable and interesting historic resources, both
natural and man-made. Of most interest to the OSPC are the
designed and natural landscapes, since they are generally "open
space" with special plantings or vegetation, and minimum amount of
structures. A good example is the cemeteries, of which there are
four in Canton. In most cases great care has gone into the layout
of the paths and monument locations, and the planting of trees.
They are beautiful places in and of themselves, and where they
appear along the public thoroughfares, give an important element of
natural beauty to the Town. Particularly at the Canton Corner,
with cemeteries on both sides of the road, this designates a
special open space gateway to the center of Canton from the north
and east.
There are other areas of Town where the meadows and woods of large
estate houses, and the landscape of golf courses are special
visually attractive open spaces; in many case roads have been
designated "scenic" which pass by.
The three native american burial grounds, and certain significant
geologic features such as the balancing rocks and Signal Hill, are
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not as prominent nor accessible to the public.
The OSPC acknowledges that other public and semi-public agencies
(including the local Historical Commission and the State
Archeological Department) have primary responsibility to manage the
existing properties and to research ways to identify new burial
sites, for example, or to preserve certain old estates in creative
ways. The dedication of the Bradley Estate and the Allen Estate to
the TTOR and Audubon society, respectively, are excellent examples
of how historic residences with their extensive landscaped and
natural grounds can be kept in permanent open space and also have
appropriate public use of the buildings and grounds.
6.

Generate funds to achieve open space and recreation goals

There is an obvious need to obtain funds to acquire lands and
enhance facilities as has been recommended in this study. It
should be a partnership among public funding, private donations or
in-kind services, and other more creative measures.
While the Conservation Commission has the ability to raise funds
for various purposes, it is believed that a more permanent and
reliable "land acquisition fund" be designated. If a given amount
of money can be set aside each year, then a more systematic plan of
land acquisition can be determined. Town Meeting could still be
authorized to vote for particular proposals, but with a fixed
amount of money available, the decisions could be based more on the
merits of a particular parcel, versus another from the priority
list, rather than the cost of the land. The OSPC will develop a
financing plan as part of the next phase of its work.
The Town should also seek other sources of funding from public
agencies, typically available in the form of matching grants.
Included are monies from the State Self-Help Program from EOEA, and
federal monies such as the ISTEA program which supports
transportation-related projects such as bikeways, pedestrian
walkways and recreational trails.
It is recognized that public funding cannot accomplish all the
needed expenditures. Cooperation from private corporations or
businesses who want to help out is important, and semi-public
organizations such as the Irish Cultural Center (a tax exempt Notfor-profit Corp) can be vital. They can share the use of their
facilities, typically outdoor playfields, with various youth
athletic associations.
Another useful ally in the effort to provide and maintain open
spaces is the land trust. Many communities or regional
governmental groups (entities) have groups of concerned citizens
who organize and incorporate for the purpose primarily of receiving
donations of land from individuals or heirs to a liquidated estate
and agree to keep the land or portions thereof permanently
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protected as open space. The land trust can work in concert with
town agencies such as the Conservation Commission, but do provide
another effective method of acquiring and maintaining land.
Other innovative techniques which should be explored include the
creation of local tax deferral programs similar to the State's
Chapter 61 program, to encourage holders of undeveloped land to
receive reduced tax levies for keeping their land in forest or
agricultural or passive recreational use.

