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Overview of the Issues to Consider in this Year's Warrant
The economy is showing signs of improvement and the financial outlook for Canton is favorable. Thanks
to added revenue from the May 2008 override, Canton was able to manage through the economic
downturn without significantly reducing its municipal services or the quality of public education offered to
our residents. However, just like many of our residents, Canton had to make some sacrifices during this
economic downturn to maintain a balanced budget.
The $73.9 million FY13 operating budget recommended by the Finance Committee in this year's
warrant is expected to maintain the current level of Town's services and offer a small increase in
salary for our public employees. The recommended budget represents a 2.7% increase over the FY12
budget approved at the 2011 ATM. The FY13 budget recommended by the Finance Committee assumes
that property taxes will be increased by the maximum 2.5% allowed under Prop 2 1/2, and that revenue
will be supplemented with an increase in State Aid, Local Receipts and a small amount of growth.
This year, there is significant uncertainty in the FY13 budget estimates related to the unknown costs for
employee contracts and the State Aid assumptions underlying the revenue forecast. As a result, if certain
employee contract assumptions do not materialize, the Finance Committee may need to revise their
budget recommendations on ATM Town
Finance Committee Budget Recommendations
Floor. Furthermore, there is also a
possibility that Canton could need a
• 2.7% Average Increase in Operating Budgets
special Town meeting to bring Canton's
• 1.2% Fixed Cost - Assumes Health Reform Savings
budget back in balance if the state's
• 3.0% Municipal - Assumes Level Services
budget does not provide the added State
• 4.9% Schools - Replaces $286,000 Lost Revenue
Aid revenue contemplated in our
estimates. These issues are described in
• Uncertainty in Revenue Forecast and Contract
more detail in the FY13 Budget section
Costs
below.
While the economic future looks brighter, and the estimated increase in revenue gave the Finance
Committee more funds to work with, there were still significant challenges in balancing this year's budget.
Prior increases and uncertainty of special education expenses continue to put stress on Canton's
financial position and quality of education. Last year, the School Department was required to identify
nearly a million dollars in cuts from their baseline budget to meet the Finance Committee's spending
target. This year, the School Committee was hoping to restore the programs and teachers' cuts in 2011
and make some desired enhancements. However, more than $286,000 of the increase in the
school's budget appropriations will be used to replace the revenue lost from non-resident tuitions
and temporary federal supplements that will not be available in 2013. As a result, the School
Committee will be challenged to balance their desire to offer salary increases to all teachers & other
employees and make needs-based enhancements to restore the programs offered in the past. Similarly,
the Board of Selectmen had to make significant cuts in the Department budget requests in order to fund
potential changes in employee contracts.
Rising health care costs continue to impact businesses and municipalities alike. Town residents who
work in the private sector have seen their contributions for health insurance increase while their
employers also cut the benefits offered in the plans. In prior years, every union covering town employees
had to agree to any proposed changes in the health plan making it nearly impossible for the town to pass
along the financial impact from rising health care to the town's employees. This year, the Municipal
Health Reform Law was passed, which gives Towns the option to move their health insurance to the
Group Insurance Commission's (GIC) plan used by the State or to change their existing plans to be more
in line with the benefits offered by GIC. As discussed in the Contract Obligations section below, the
budget recommended by the Finance Committee assumes that the Town will make changes to
their health plan to mitigate the rising cost for Health Insurance.
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The Capital Planning Committee and the Finance Committee are recommending that Canton continue its
capital funding at 5.5% of revenue. Allocating the Town's limited revenue between the operating
expenses, needed to maintain our services, and the capital expenses, needed to maintain our buildings
and infrastructure, is always a difficult decision. This year, the Capital Planning Committee (CPC) and the
Finance Committee needed to make some difficult recommendations to postpone important capital
projects due to the accelerated capital spending decisions made in 2011. Articles 27 and 28 are also
capital projects that have been recommended by the School Department. Since the Massachusetts
School Building Authority (MSBA) currently has a program to reimburse 40% of the cost to replace
windows in older school buildings the School Department is requesting to replace the Windows in the
Hansen and the Galvin. However, to qualify for MSBA reimbursement, these capital requests must be
considered and approved under separate town Articles.
1
Standard & Poor’s, in a recent report , assigned its AAA long-term rating to Canton’s general
obligation (GO) municipal purpose loan of 2012 bonds and affirmed the same rating on Canton’s
GO bonds outstanding, reflecting the Town’s sound fiscal policy. This is the highest bond rating
afforded to municipalities in the United States given only to
towns that consistently demonstrates sound Fiscal Policy.
Some Motions and Articles
This rating allows the Town to borrow money for capital
projects at the lowest available interest rates, currently
recommended by the Finance
around 3.0%.

Committee are intended to
improve the Town's position with
the Bond Rating agencies
including:

To qualify for this low borrowing rate, Canton is expected to
maintain a "target" level of reserves, protecting the Town
from unexpected expenses. Currently, Canton's reserves
are projected to be $7.0 million as of June 30, 2012, which
is slightly below the target range for AAA municipalities (see
Article 26 - SPED Stabilization
Status in Town's Reserves Section Below). Furthermore,
Article 38 - OPEB Trust Fund
some of the Articles and Motions the Finance Committee is
Article 44 - Meals Tax
recommending in this Warrant are intended to improve the
Town's position with the Bond Rating agencies. These
Article 45 - Move $600,000 from
include Article 26, to create and fund a Special Education
Free Cash to Stabilization Fund
Stabilization Fund; Article 38, to create and Fund a Trust
Fund for Other Post Employment Benefits; and Motion 1 of
Article 45 to transfer $600,000 from the Free Cash Reserve to the Town's General Stabilization Reserve
Fund. In addition Article 44 (Local Option Meals Excise Tax) would increase Canton's revenue while
being paid in part by residents from other towns.
While it is never easy for elected or appointed officials to recommend a tax increase, the Finance
Committee strongly recommends the ATM voters approve Article 44 and allow the Town to establish a
local option meals tax of 0.75% increasing the tax on restaurant meals from 6.25% to 7.0%. Although this
change would only increase a $100 restaurant bill by 75 cents, it would allow Canton to collect an
estimated $275,000 annually from the state. Most of our neighboring towns have adopted this option so
Canton residents are currently paying this tax when they visit restaurants in neighboring towns. Canton
deserves the opportunity to collect the excise tax from non-residents that visit Canton's
restaurants.
Within this warrant, the Finance Committee tried to provide prudent financial recommendations that not
only consider the current needs of our residents, but also consider the implications that these
recommendations will have for the future. While we certainly hope the voters will give substantial weight
to our recommendations, it is ultimately up to the voters of the Town of Canton to deliberate and vote
these issues at ATM.
The voters should read the Finance Committee discussions on each Article and note that a vote to
"postpone indefinitely" may have varied meanings. In some cases the Finance Committee had to
1

Standard and Poor’s Global Credit Portal® report dated March 2, 2012.
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“postpone indefinitely” the subject matter of an Article due to the time frame for the vote and the lack of
available information. This should not be construed to mean that we were against the Article – only that
we did not have enough time or information to weigh the merits prior to our voting deadline for the
Warrant. In other cases, the Finance Committee weighed the information presented and a vote to
"indefinitely postpone" implies that we do not support the recommendations in the Article. The discussions
that follow each motion are intended to give insight into the Committee's decisions and the considerations
inherent in each motion.

Historical Perspective on Canton's Finances
Balancing the budget the past few years has been a challenge. The poor economic conditions resulted in
lower revenues for the town. Local receipts for excise tax and building permits dropped, property owners
sought tax abatements on their declining property values, and there was very little new growth to offset
the reductions in revenue. There was also a significant drop in state aid as Massachusetts dealt with its
own budget problems. It is very difficult for a town to reduce expenses during difficult economic times.
Our residents have become accustomed to the level of services the town provides, while other expenses
such as health care, veteran services and special education significantly increased during the past three
years. However, Canton was able to maintain a consistent level of services and offer our children a
quality education by using the additional revenue from the override passed in 2008 and prudently using its
reserves to supplement the remaining revenue shortfalls.
Fiscal Year 2011- (7/1/10 – 6/30/11) - At the 2010 ATM voters approved a FY11 General Fund Budget
based on revenues forecast to be $69.68 million and expenses to be $70.82 million. The $1.14 million
shortfall in revenue was funded by reducing the Overlay Reserve $500,000 and reducing the Free Cash
Reserve $640,000. While using reserves to supplement operational budgets is not recommended without
a plan to balance the budget in subsequent years, the decrease in state aid and the increase in
unexpected in special education costs simply could not be absorbed in one year.
Actual revenue for FY11 was $70.53 million, approximately $595,000 higher than budget as Canton
collected more in local receipts and there was an unexpected one-time tax/title foreclosure payment made
to the Town. There was also good news on the expense side in FY11. Fixed Expenses were $146,000
below budget and municipal operating costs were $136,000 below budget. As a result, the Town
increased its reserves in fiscal year 2011 as shown in Figure 2 below, versus decreasing them as
expected.
Fiscal Year 2012- (7/1/11 – 6/30/12) - At the 2011 ATM voters approved a FY12 Budget based on $71.4
million in forecasted revenue and $71.9 million in expenses. The $500,000 shortfall in revenue was
funded by reducing the Overlay Reserve $500,000. While the use of $500,000 in Overlay Reserves was
anticipated by the Finance Committee in FY12, the Assessors were uncomfortable that the overlay
reserve was getting too low and they warned that funds from the overlay reserves would not be available
to supplement the FY13 budget.
At the time of this writing, the town's FY12 finances are more favorable than planned. The current
estimate of the Town's FY12 revenue is $470,000 greater than budget; state aid is $170,000 greater than
planned and there was approximately $300,000 more in tax/title payments collected. The historically mild
winter of 2012 was also good news for the town's finances. While all of budgeted appropriations for snow
and ice removal budget will be spent in FY12, approximately $300,000 of the Finance Committee reserve,
which was perennially used to supplement the snow and ice budget, will not be needed. At this time we
are also expecting Fixed Costs expenses to be about $400,000 below budget due to lower than expected
health care costs and below budget State and County charges. If the good news continues through the
end of the year, the Town's reserves may be close to the minimum level.
Figure 1 below provides a historical view of the expenses between the School Department, the municipal
side of government, and the fixed costs (i.e. health care, retirement, etc.). Fixed costs have increased
dramatically since 2003 largely due to increases in health insurance. In last year's annual report the
-6-
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Finance Committee report noted that bringing health care and employee benefit costs under control is a
critical component in alleviating Town’s financial stress. Fewer insured employees resulted in a lower
increase in FY12. This year, Massachusetts passed the Municipal Health Reform Law under Chapter 69
of the Acts of 2011. This Reform facilitates the Town's effort to mitigate rising health care costs. As a
result, the Finance Committee has anticipated that the Town will take advantage of the opportunity to
bring these escalating costs under control and has only included a modest increase in health care
insurance in its FY13 recommended budget.

Figure 1

Historical Summary of Expenses
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The accelerated increases in the school department expenses can be attributed to an increase in
special education costs and the "automatic salary increases" built into the teacher contracts. Both
municipal and school employee contracts include “automatic salary increases” given to some employees
for longevity, steps (number of years served) and lanes (promotions or the amount of post-graduate
education for teachers), even when there is no Cost Of Living Adjustment (COLA). The School
department contracts include more steps than the municipal contracts, and have more lanes with no
restrictions on the number employees that can receive the promotional increases. As a result, the
$628,663 in “automatic salary increases” inherent in school contracts for FY12 represented an average
salary increase of 2.5% compared to the $75,064 (0.7%) automatic salary increase provided to municipal
employees. To say Town employees did not receive a salary increases in 2012 is simply not true. In
FY12, the appropriation for salary increases was absorbed by the automatic increases built into the
contracts. Therefore no additional revenue was available to offer a COLA for those employees that did
not receive the automatic salary increase.
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Status of the Town's Reserves
Budget variances are inevitable. The Town's reserves protect against unexpected costs exceeding the
budgets approved at ATM. The operating budget also includes a Finance Committee Reserve account,
which is used to supplement unexpected shortfalls in the operating budgets. In most years, a sizable
portion of the Finance Committee Reserve appropriation is used to supplement the snow and ice removal
budget because the appropriation for snow and ice is based on a very mild winter. For example, we still
expect a small shortfall in the FY12 snow and ice removal appropriation, even with the very mild winter
we enjoyed in 2012. However, this year the Finance Committee's reserve will be used for emergency
repairs to the town pool, to supplement the Fire Department's budget for an EMT position and other
overtime, and any other unexpected costs that may arise during the year.
The Town also maintains three sources of "Reserves"
(savings accounts) that serve as potential sources to fund
unplanned expenses. Figure 2 shows the Town's reserve
balances including the estimated balances as of June 30,
2012. The Free Cash Reserve requires a majority vote at
ATM to be appropriated. The Stabilization Fund requires a
2/3 vote at ATM to be appropriated and the Assessors
Overlay Reserve Fund can only be used if approved by the
Town's Assessors.
Figure 2

Free Cash Reserve - This is a
poorly named reserve that the
Town maintains for unexpected
emergencies. "Free Cash" should
not be used to supplement
operational budget deficits!
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The Finance Committee hoped that the Town would strengthen its reserve position during the years
following the 2008 override. Rather than strengthening its reserves, Figure 2 shows that approximately
$1.0 million of Canton's reserves were depleted from 2008 to 2011. The $0.8 million reduction in FY
2010 was due, in most part, to unexpected snow and ice removal costs, an increase in mandated Special
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Education costs and an unexpected drop in our State Aid revenue. In 2011, the Finance Committee
expected a $0.7 million reduction in its reserves as the FY11 budget included the use of $0.5 million
Overlay Reserves, reducing the Overlay Reserve to $0.8 million. ATM also voted to supplement the
operating budgets with $0.6 million in Free Cash Reserves, reducing that fund to $0.7 million. The actual
Overlay Reserve dropped $0.4 million more than expected and was less than $0.4 million at year-end
FY11 due to greater than expected tax abatements. However, as noted above, favorable variances in
revenue and expenses in FY11 resulted in an increase in free cash. As a result, our Reserves at fiscal
year-end 2011 were $6.0 million, which was $0.4 million greater than the FY2010 level.
The budget outlook for 2012, as noted above, is also looking very favorable due to a mild winter, an
increase in State Aid, and other favorable budget variances in fixed costs. Based on current estimates,
Canton's reserves are estimated to grow to approximately $7.0 million, just below the $7.4 million target
for FY13.
In addition to providing a source of funding for unforeseen one-time emergency situations, these funds
are viewed as a collateral source when rating agencies determine the Town's Bond Rating. Canton's
prudent fiscal management has allowed the Town to earn the highest long-term bond rating (Standard &
Poor's AAA) offered to municipalities in the United States. This allows Canton to issue bonds for debt
capital projects at the most favorable interest rates.
There would be a substantial increase in cost to the Town if a downgrade in Canton's bond rating were to
occur. A downgrade in the town's bond rating results in higher interest rate for new borrowing. Each
downgrade represents an increase of approximately 25 basis points or ¼%. Each year, ATM approves
between $2.0 million and $3.0 million of additional debt for capital projects. Currently, Canton has
approximately $11.5 million of debt authorized by ATM that has not been borrowed. A ¼% increase in
interest rate equates to approximately $300,000 increase in the cost to borrow $10.0 million over the life
of a 20 year bond.
Bond rating agencies have recommended that Canton maintain its total reserves between 10%
and 15% of revenues to justify our AAA excellent rating. The $7.0 million of total reserves
estimated for FY12 (including the transfer recommended in Article 9) is $0.4 million below the
$7.39 million target based on the FY13 revenues. However, Canton's recent increase in reserves and
the increase in the town's Stabilization Fund should be viewed favorably to the bond rating agencies.
This year, the Finance Committee recommends in Article 45 that $600,000 be transferred from Free Cash
Reserves to the Stabilization Fund. This transfer will not change the total amount of Canton’s reserves,
but should demonstrate that Canton is committed to maintain adequate reserves.

Capital Budget
For the last five years, the Capital Planning Committee (CPC) has recommended that the Town set aside
5.5% of the recurring revenues for the Capital Budget. The Town first pays debt service on all existing
debt within the levy from this amount. The remaining amount is used to fund capital projects identified in
the Capital Planning Committee’s (CPC) 5-year plan. While the prior target was 6.0% of revenue to fund
Capital projects, the CPC has selected 5.5% in recent years so that additional money could be allocated
to the operating budgets. While this has allowed Canton to avoid operational cuts in services during the
economic downturn, it also resulted in some difficult decisions for the CPC to postpone important capital
projects. Deferring maintenance and other capital improvements runs the risk of low-cost projects
becoming expensive ones and continued deterioration of the Town’s infrastructure.
The Finance Committee concurs with all of the recommendations made by the Capital Planning
Committee as presented in Article 13. The municipal requests include $364,000 in cash capital projects
and $243,000 in capital projects to be funded with debt. In addition, the CPC recommended two
infrastructure capital improvement projects for the Water Enterprise Fund, totaling $2.49 million in debt
capital. The debt service for these projects will be included in our water bills. Last year, the Schools
-9-
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accelerated their 5-year capital spending budget to pay for the Kennedy expansion, roof repairs, and the
Rodman HVAC. As a result, there was only $365,000 allocated to the schools for cash capital projects
and $112,000 in debt capital projects recommended by the CPC for the schools in FY13.
In addition to the items in Article 13, the School's capital requests include Articles 27 and 28. These
capital projects may qualify for grants from the Massachusetts School Building Association (MSBA), and
therefore, need to be addressed in separate Articles. Although the Schools have already accelerated their
5-year capital spending in FY11 and these projects require the use of capital spending that was
earmarked for later years, the CPC recommended approval of these projects to take advantage of the
40% reimbursement by the MSBA. While the Finance Committee was concerned that further accelerating
the School's capital spending would leave little funds available for emergency capital repairs, a Majority of
the members did recommend funding one of these two window replacement projects. The minority the
Finance Committee members supported both projects because this was the lowest cost option for the
town. Please refer to the discussion of these Articles for more details.

Contract Obligations
The School Committee and Board of Selectmen are currently negotiating collective bargaining
agreements for town employees. Usually, contracts are settled 45 days prior to ATM so proper funding
for the contracts can be estimated by the Finance Committee and included in the ATM budget
recommendations. However, no collective bargaining agreements have been reached by the time this
warrant was being prepared. Labor negotiations were delayed this year because of the Municipal Health
Reform Law passed in 2011. The regulations that identified the proper steps for implementing health plan
design changes were not released until late October or November 2011. Once the town's options were
better understood, the BOS voted to implement healthcare reform and the process to evaluate Canton's
options started.
The Municipal Health Reform Law gives Towns the option to modify their insurance plan without these
changes being vetoed by the unions. Prior to this law, every union covering town employees had to
agree to any proposed change, if the Town wanted to revise its health plan. This made it nearly
impossible for the Town to revise its plan in a manner that would reduce benefits or require the
employees to absorb a greater share of the rising health care cost. Over time, the difference in benefits
and costs of the health plans offered to municipal employees and private employees has grown,
prompting the Reform.
The Reform provides two options. Towns may move their health insurance to the Group Insurance
Commission's (GIC) plan used by the State employees or change their existing health plans to be more in
line with the benefits offered by GIC. In order to provide Canton employees with the best plan and
minimize the disruption to our work force, the Town is exploring changing their plan design. The Reform
allows the Town to implement plan design changes as of July 1 as long as it follows the appropriate
implementation procedures.
At the time this report was being prepared, the Town was still working with the Public Employees
Committee (PEC) to define the changes in Canton's healthcare plan design. The Reform provides the
PEC with 30 days to meet with the Town to conclude the healthcare negotiations. If an agreement is not
reached by the end of the 30 days, a 3-member panel (comprised of a representative from the Governor’s
office, the union and Town Management) will decide on a plan. It is the Finance Committee's expectation
that a revised health plan and the cost of the plan will be known before ATM. However, when the
Finance Committee needed to prepare its budget recommendations, an estimate of the cost of the final
plan needed to be developed. While the Finance Committee recommended that the Town seeks the
maximum savings available by the reform, it is uncertain what the final plan design will be or the
appropriate budget provision to use for FY13 health plan costs. If the actual costs differ significantly from
the estimates included in the Finance Committee's recommended budget, amendments to the
recommended budget may be made on Town Floor.
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Along with the changes in health plan design, the Town must also negotiate the mitigation costs provided
in the Reform (up to 25% of the plan savings), salary compensation changes, and other contract changes
typically negotiated in collective bargaining. However, the salary and other contract provision
negotiations could not begin until the health plan design and mitigation plan was concluded. Since the
compensation and other contract negotiations had not commenced when the Finance Committee needed
to finalize its budget recommendations, the estimates included in this warrant were made with little
knowledge of what the final settlement may be.
Canton is fortunate to have many dedicated employees that work hard to serve our residents. The
Finance Committee recommends that these employees be compensated and receive benefits
commensurate with that offered by our benchmark towns. The Finance Committee also believes our
town employees should receive annual increases that reflect the current economic conditions and the
spending limits mandated by Proposition 2 1/2. The estimates included in the Finance Committee's
recommended budget, are consistent with these values. Included in our budget are recommended
appropriations in Article 6 for municipal collective bargaining agreements.
Canton residents should be aware that the recommended budget in this year's warrant includes $92,560
for automatic salary increases for the municipal departments and $588,306 for automatic salary increases
for the school employees related to steps, lanes and longevity. The Finance Committee believes that to
achieve equity for all employees, the percentage increase in budget appropriations for employee
compensation should be similar for both the schools and municipal employees.
Since the automatic
salary increases inherent in the school contracts are greater than those included in the municipal
contracts, to achieve a similar percentage increase in total compensation between the municipal
employees and school employees, the municipal employees should receive a larger appropriation for
other changes in contract costs.
The School Committee is aware of the disparity in the automatic salary increases inherent in their salary
structure and is working with the Canton Teachers Association and the Massachusetts Teachers
Association to make modifications to their salary structure. The Finance Committee has suggested
modifications to the existing salary structure that would maintain the steps and lane format, reduce the
extraordinarily large salary increases inherent in the current plan, and use the savings to fund small
increases for the highest paid teachers over the next three years. Without significant revenue
increases or modifications to the current salary structure, future budget cuts for the schools are
inevitable.

FY 2013 Budget
In Article 46, the Finance Committee is recommending a FY13 operating budget of $72.0 million for the
General Fund, which is a 2.8% increase over the FY12 budget approved at ATM. This year there is
significantly more uncertainty in the budget estimates than there has been in prior years. The Finance
Committee has used all of the available information to develop budget recommendations that represented
a fair estimate of the revenue and expenses for Canton in FY13. Prior to ATM, some of the issues
creating the uncertainty in the revenue estimates or contract costs may be resolved. If more accurate
estimates become available before ATM, the Finance Committee may modify its recommendations on
Town Meeting Floor if the revised estimates are materially different from the original recommendations.
The revenue estimate included in the Finance Committee's budget includes a provision for state aid
based on Governor Patrick's proposed budget. The Governor's budget included an increase in state aid
for one third of the wealthier towns that have been receiving less than the targeted support and no
increase for the other two thirds of the towns. The Finance Committee's budget estimate assumed that
the final state budget may phase in the increase so that all towns can receive additional state aid in FY13.
The Finance Committee is recommending a 3.0% increase in the operating budgets for the municipal
departments and a 4.9% increase in the operating budget for the Schools. While the Finance Committee
does not have the authority to determine how the Schools spend their appropriation, the assumption the
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Finance Committee made when developing its recommendation was that both the municipal employees
and the school employees would receive the same percentage increase in Total Compensation. The
School Department received a larger budget appropriation in FY13 to restore cuts that were made in
FY12 and to mitigate some of the revenue lost from federal grants and other revenue offsets that were
not expected to continue in FY13. The Finance Committee's recommended budget also includes a
modest 1.2% increase in fixed costs with the understanding that the Town will achieve some savings from
Municipal Health Insurance Reform.
The Water Enterprise Fund operating budget increased 0.2% due to an increase in debt service and a
decrease in the MWRA assessment that offset the other increases operational expenses. The
recommended budget for the Sewer Enterprise Fund was increased 3.6%, driven mostly by a 9.6%
increase in debt service. The recommended budget for the Rink Enterprise Fund has been reduced by 8.4% from FY12 budget due to a reallocation of an employee salary to the Recreation Department.
The Finance Committee believes that the recommended FY13 budget will be adequately funded with
expected revenues. In addition, the Finance Committee is confident that the recommended FY13 budget
will provide fair compensation to our Town employees, while allowing Canton residents to enjoy the high
quality of services they are accustomed to. The Finance Committee adamantly opposes any use of
Canton's reserves to fund recurring operational deficits.
Respectfully submitted,
Town of Canton Finance Committee:
Alan Hines, Chairman

Mark Porter, Vice Chairman

Rob Barker

David Emhardt

Patricia Johnson

Barbara Saint André

Jim Sims

Diane Wolff
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TOWN FINANCE TERMINOLOGY
The terms below are frequently used in the annual Town report and at Town Meetings. In order to provide
everyone with a better understanding of their meanings, the following definitions are provided:
APPROPRIATE: To authorize spending. Once an appropriation for a budget or article has been made by Town
Meeting, the appropriation can only be changed by another Town Meeting. There is one exception-a transfer from
the Reserve Fund.
BONDS: The money Canton borrows to pay for capital building projects such as the High School and police
station.
CAPITAL EXPENSES: Expenses associated with the purchase of long term assets, or projects. Paying for these
expenses can come from either cash (Cash Capital) or from long term bonding.
CHERRY SHEET: A financial statement from the State, printed on cherry-colored paper which itemizes State
disbursements due the Town, and the State and County charge to the Town, usually resulting in a net receipt of
funds. It is the basis for the amounts which appear in the Finance Committee forecast of Revenue and Expenditure.
DEBT EXCLUSION: Taxes raised through a prop 2.5 override to pay for capital projects such as building the high
school or library.
ENTERPRISE SURPLUS: (Retained Earnings) This fund balance represents the amount to be used, by a vote of
Town Meeting, for operating cost offsets, funding capital improvements and reimbursing the General Fund for prior
year funding.
FIXED COSTS: Costs primarily associated with employee benefits, such as health insurance and retirement costs.
FREE CASH RESERVE: An accumulation of surpluses left at the end of the fiscal year. This funding is available to
be allocated at Town Meeting through a simple majority vote. It is akin to a savings account.
FY12: July 1, 2011 through June 30, 2012
FY13: July 1, 2012 through June 30, 2013
LEVEL FUNDING: The budget amount for this year will be identical to the budget amount last year (i.e., no
additional money will be available to cover increased costs in salaries or supplies.)
LEVY LIMIT: The maximum amount of tax levy in any given year. The levy limit is based on the previous year’s
levy limit plus 2 1/2% plus new growth, and not the previous year’s actual levy.
LOCAL RECEIPTS: Money the town collects from local sources such as excise tax, licenses and permits,
investment income, and penalties
NEW GROWTH:
Additional tax revenue the Town receives from new construction, such as new homes or
additions to existing buildings.
OPERATIONAL OVERRIDE: An increase above the standard 2.5% yearly increase in taxes. This increase is
unlike a debt exclusion override, in that it is permanent.
OVERLAY: The amount raised by the Assessors primarily for the purpose of creating a fund to cover abatements.
OVERLAY RESERVE: This is the accumulated amount of the Overlay for various years not used or required to be
held in the specific Overlay accounts for a given year. The Assessors control release of funds in the Overlay reserve
that exceed pending tax liability.
RAISE: To tax. The tax rate is set by the Assessors after the Annual Town Meeting and after receipt of the
“Cherry Sheet.”
RESERVE FUND: This fund is established by the voters at an Annual Town Meeting, and may be composed of an
appropriation, money transferred from the Overlay Reserve, or both. Transfers from the Reserve Fund are within
the control of the Finance Committee, and are for “extraordinary and unforeseen expenditures.”
REVENUES: Amount of money the town receives to cover expenses. The majority of this money comes from
property taxes. The remainder comes from local receipts, State Aid and transfers from other funds.
STABILIZATION FUND: The fund is established by the voters for future uses. A Town Meeting vote is required
for its use towards a “borrowing article” and/or for “any lawful purpose.”
STATE AID: The amount of money that the state of Massachusetts gives to the town of Canton.
STEP AND LANE INCREASES: Automatic increases in salary for town workers, negotiated in the union contracts.
STRUCTURAL DEFICIT: Town’s recurring expenses are greater than its recurring revenues.
TAX LEVY: (LEVY): The revenue a community can raise through real estate and personal property taxes.

A GUIDE TO PARTICIPATING AT TOWN MEETING
If town meeting is to run smoothly a few simple rules must be followed…….
No person should speak unless standing at a microphone and then only after having been ‘recognized’ by the
moderator.
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It is both impolite and contrary to the rules of procedure to shout out “Question”, or “Move the Question” while
seated, while someone else is speaking, or without being ‘recognized’.
When recognized, a voter should first state his or her name and address clearly and distinctly before making any
statement.
Voters should be brief. It is a good idea to state at the outset why you have risen to speak: e.g. I rise to speak in
favor (or against) the motion to
Voters may wish to summarize at the close of their remarks: I hope the motion
now pending is (not) adopted
Rather than repeat arguments already made, consider saying: I concur with the statements made by the previous
speaker(s) and for the same reasons urge you to vote (in support of) or (against) the main motion when it is put.
A town by-law restricts any one speaker to not more than ten minutes at any one time. The patience of other
voters is often not as long.
A town by-law restricts any one speaker from speaking more than twice on the same matter except to correct an
error or a misstatement.
A person who is speaking on behalf of another (such as an attorney) is required to disclose that fact before making
any statement.
A motion to reconsider is quite technical in nature. A person who intends to move reconsideration should discuss it
in advance with the moderator. Generally the motion may be made at any time so long as a sufficient interval has
elapsed since the last vote on the matter was taken, and/or additional information has become available, so as to
give a reasonable basis to believe the meeting might vote differently. When the motion to reconsider is pending
debate is limited to why reconsideration should prevail and not to the merits of the underlying motion.
When one voter is speaking every other voter in the hall should pay attention to what is being said. No person
should interrupt a speaker unless some ‘rule’ is being violated. If a voter believes a rule is being violated they
should rise in place, wait to be recognized by the moderator (For what purpose does the lady rise?) Voter: I rise to
a point of order. Moderator: State your point of Order. Voter: …The speaker is dealing in personalities, (or) the
remarks of the speaker are not germane to the subject at hand, etc.
Rather than read every warrant article the moderator may say “The chair asks unanimous consent that the reading
of the article be waived (Pause) Seeing no objection it is so ordered.”
Voters should refrain from displaying their approval or disfavor towards a speaker by applauding or by any other
means.

NOTE TO ALL VOTERS CONCERNING
TOWN MEETING PROCEDURES
At previous Annual Town Meetings a by-law was adopted which requires that almost all warrant articles be acted
upon in the order they are drawn by a lottery, not the order they appear in the warrant. There are certain
exceptions, however, to the lottery system. The following should help you understand how the Town Meeting
works:
Town Meeting will be opened by the Town Clerk. A Moderator will be elected (Article 1); procedures to govern
Town Meeting will be adopted (Article 2); and reports of all outstanding committees will be received (Article 3).
After these three articles have been acted upon, all subsequent articles, except next year’s proposed annual
operating budget, will be voted on in the order in which they are drawn by the Town Clerk. There are instances,
however, where the Moderator may declare that for some legal or technical reason a particular article or articles
must be considered in some other sequence.
The proposed annual operating budget cannot be acted upon until all matters which affect it have been acted
upon, specifically, all collective bargaining agreements, and any warrant article that calls for an expenditure. This
may mean that the proposed annual operating budget may, in fact, be the last article acted upon at the Annual
Town Meeting.
It is hoped that this brief explanation will be helpful to you in understanding the lottery system under which the
Town Meeting is currently operated.
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SUMMARY OF REVENUE AND EXPENDITURES
FY 2011
ACTUAL

FY 2012
BUDGET

FY 2013
PROPOSED

55,119,095

57,309,364

59,323,367

STATE AID

6,867,639

6,800,664

7,106,407

LOCAL RECEIPTS

5,652,165

4,940,391

5,234,686

TRANSFERS FROM OTHER FUNDS

2,664,393

2,382,592

2,239,456

224,631

0

0

70,527,923

71,433,011

73,903,916

SCHOOL EXPENSES

30,502,314

30,440,978

31,920,505

MUNICIPAL EXPENSES

15,518,935

15,535,215

16,002,440

FIXED COSTS

23,424,488

24,079,632

24,357,420

69,445,737

70,055,825

72,280,365

CASH CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

457,390

910,000

729,000

TRANSFER TO STABILIZATION FUND

200,000

40,000

0

STATE & COUNTY CHARGES

849,149

967,186

894,551

70,952,276

71,973,011

73,903,916

GENERAL FUND REVENUE:
PROPERTY TAX REVENUE

TAX TITLE / FORECLOSURE REVENUE
TOTAL REVENUE

GENERAL FUND EXPENDITURES:

TOTAL OPERATING EXPENSES

TOTAL EXPENDITURES

OPERATING SURPLUS/(DEFICIT) - GENERAL FUND

ONE-TIME SOURCES OF FUNDS:
FREE CASH RESERVE
OVERLAY SURPLUS
TOTAL NON-RECURRING SOURCES

ADJUSTED SURPLUS/(DEFICIT) - GENERAL FUND

(424,353)

(540,000)

(0)

890,000
500,000
1,390,000

40,000
500,000
540,000

0
0
0

965,647

0

6,909,293
4,792,007
442,288
12,143,588

6,430,759
5,299,532
448,479
12,178,770

6,446,385
5,488,176
410,967
12,345,528

0

55,000

104,000

5,774,545
4,976,094
446,564
11,197,202

6,430,759
5,299,532
448,479
12,178,770

6,446,385
5,488,176
410,967
12,345,528

60,338

55,000

104,000

886,048

0

0

82,209,817

84,206,781

86,353,444

(0)

ENTERPRISE FUNDS:
WATER REVENUE
SEWER REVENUE
RINK REVENUE
TOTAL ENTERPRISE FUNDS' REVENUE
ENTERPRISE FUNDS' SURPLUS USED
WATER EXPENSES
SEWER EXPENSES
RINK EXPENSES
TOTAL ENTERPRISE FUNDS EXPENSES
ENTERPRISE FUNDS' CASH CAPITAL EXPENDITURES
ENTERPRISE FUNDS' SURPLUS/(DEFICIT)
GRAND TOTAL APPROPRIATIONS
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Town of Canton
Commonwealth of Massachusetts

Norfolk, ss
To the Constables of the Town of Canton,
Greetings:
In the name of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts you are hereby required to notify and warn the
inhabitants of the Town of Canton to meet at Morse Auditorium, on the grounds of the Canton High
School, 900 Washington Street in said town on;
MONDAY, THE THIRTIETH DAY
OF APRIL, 2012
At half past seven o'clock (7:30 P.M.) in the evening for the annual town meeting at which time and
place the following articles are to be acted upon:

ARTICLE 1
ELECT A MODERATOR
Article 1
To elect a Moderator to preside at this Town Meeting, to serve until the commencement of Annual
Town Meeting in 2013 or to take any other action related thereto.
Board of Selectmen
DISCUSSION:
this article.

Nominations will be accepted and a moderator elected at town meeting during the discussion of
APPROVED__________DISAPPROVED__________

ARTICLE 2
ADOPT RULES TO GOVERN TOWN MEETING
Article 2
To see if the town will vote to adopt certain procedures to govern the conduct of the 2012 Annual
Town Meeting, or to take any other action related thereto.
Board of Selectmen
MOTION 1
MOVED:
That this 2012 Annual Town Meeting meet on consecutive Monday and Wednesday
evenings (but not including Monday, May 28th) in the Morse Auditorium, on the grounds of the Canton
High School until the business of this Annual Town Meeting has been concluded, each such session
after the initial session to begin at 7:00 o’clock P.M. and to adjourn at 11:00 o’clock P.M., or as near
that hour as may be feasible, according to the nature of the business pending at the said hour.
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:

6-0-0

DISCUSSION: The Finance Committee recommends adoption of this motion as it formalized procedures that
have been followed by Town Meetings in the past.
APPROVED__________DISAPPROVED__________
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MOTION 2
MOVED:
That the following individuals be granted all of the rights and privileges of participation
in this Annual Town Meeting, except the right to vote, under any article of this warrant which affects
matters within their jurisdiction:
Debra Bromfield, Director of Student Services
Rick Brandstatter, Canton Development Properties (Article 20)
Paul Brodmerkle, P.E. Site Design Professionals, LLC (Meditech) (Article 25)
John Ciccotelli, Director of Public Health
Shannon Connell, Esq., Counsel, Meditech (Article 25)
Paul R. DeRensis, Town Counsel
James Donovan, Town Engineer
Helena Findlen, Police Department Lieutenant
Rick Fitzpatrick, Business Manager, Norfolk County Agricultural High School (Article 46)
William T. Friel, Town Administrator
Jeffrey Granatino, Superintendent of Schools
Suzanne Green, Superintendent/Director, Norfolk County Agricultural High School (Article 46)
John Hamnett, Business Manager, Pine Street Realty (Article 22)
Jennifer Henderson, Director for Curriculum, Instruction & Technology
Brian Joyce, Senator
Louis Jutras, Information Systems Manager
Mark Lague, Library Director
Sheila Lemke, Architectural Director, Meditech (Article 25)
Kenneth Leon, Business Administrator, School Department
Enrique Montemayer, Chief Financial Officer, Harbar (Article 32)
Ezekiel Montemayer, Chief Executive Officer, Harbar (Article 32)
James Murgia, Finance Director
Robert Murphy, Conservation Commission Agent
Tony Polimeno, Facilities Director, Meditech (Article 25)
David Proule, Business Manager, Blue Hills Regional Technical School
James Quaglia, Superintendent-Director, Blue Hills Regional Technical School
Arthur Roberts, Massachusetts Office of Business Development
Harvey Robbins, “Friends of Prowse Farm” (Article 25)
Mark Roy, Executive Director, Canton Housing Authority
Stephen Smith, Ford Construction, Meditech (Article 25)
Michael Trotta, Superintendent of Public Works
Diane Tynan, Director of Council on Aging
Leo Waters, “Friends of Prowse Farm” (Article 25)
John Wieliczki, Director of Assessing
Anthony Will, Owner, 125 Turnpike Street, Canton (Article 22)
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:

9-0-0

DISCUSSION: The Finance Committee recommends adoption of this motion as it allows key non-resident town
officials and consultants to legally participate in the Town Meeting and formalizes procedures that have been
followed by Town Meeting in the past.
APPROVED__________DISAPPROVED__________

MOTION 3
MOVED:
That whenever during discussion under any article in this warrant during this year’s
annual town meeting, irrespective of which session such discussion is reached during the progress of
the annual town meeting, a motion is made, the effect of which is to increase the total amount to be
appropriated beyond that which is recommended by the Finance Committee or which changes the
method of obtaining funds to meet that appropriation, the moderator shall not accept such motion
unless said motion also contains a corresponding decrease in another appropriation as contained in an
appropriation article on this specific warrant or a corresponding transfer from any other available
funding source or borrowing as an alternative funding source, so that the total amount to be
appropriated by the town, at this town meeting, and to be expended thereafter, for all the
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appropriation articles contained in this warrant, shall not in any event exceed the total dollar amount
recommended by the Finance Committee as set forth in the published Report of the Finance Committee
Recommendations as may be increased by any transfer from available funds provided, however that
nothing in this motion shall prevent an increase in appropriation funding contingent upon the passage
of a Proposition 2½ override.
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:

6-0-0

DISCUSSION: The Finance Committee recommends adoption of this motion as it formalizes procedures that
have been followed by Town Meeting in the past to insure that Town Meeting ends with the adoption of a balanced
budget.
APPROVED__________DISAPPROVED__________

ARTICLE 3
HEAR REPORTS OF COMMITTEES APPOINTED AT PRIOR TOWN MEETINGS
Article 3
To hear the reports of all committees, appointed at previous town meetings, which have not yet
been discharged, or to take any other action related thereto.
Board of Selectmen
MOVED:
That reports of the following committees appointed at previous Town Meetings be
heard and accepted:
ADA Transition Plan Implementation Committee (ATM 1999, Article 10)
Economic Development Committee (ATM 2004, Article 14)
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:

8-0-0

DISCUSSION: The Finance Committee supports the adoption of this motion to hear the reports of all standing
committees appointed at prior Town Meetings.
APPROVED__________DISAPPROVED__________

ARTICLE 4
ACT ON “CONSENT AGENDA”
Article 4
To see if the town will vote to dispose of certain articles in this warrant by a single vote, in
accordance with a so-called, consent agenda, or to take any other action related thereto.
Board of Selectmen
MOVED:

That the subject matter of Article 4 be indefinitely postponed.
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:

8-0-0

DISCUSSION: The Finance Committee unanimously voted to indefinitely postpone Article 4 because at the time
the Finance Committee’s vote was taken, it was uncertain which items would be recommended for the consent
agenda. The purpose of the consent agenda article is to combine non-controversial articles together and vote them
in a single motion, thus saving the time it would take to act on each one individually. When Article 4 is presented
at ATM, any citizen that does not agree with the motion may rise and request that an article be withdrawn from the
consent agenda.
APPROVED__________DISAPPROVED__________
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ARTICLE 5
COLLECTIVE BARGAINING AGREEMENTS UNDER THE BOARD OF SELECTMEN
Article 5
To see if the town will vote, in accordance with the provisions of section seven of chapter one
hundred fifty E (G. L. Ch.150E, §7) to raise and appropriate, transfer from available funds, or borrow pursuant to
any applicable statute, a sum of money for the purpose of funding any cost items contained in any collective
bargaining agreements entered into by the Board of Selectmen, on behalf of the town, with any group of
employees, or, groups of employees, serving under its jurisdiction, and to raise and appropriate, transfer from
available funds, or borrow pursuant to any applicable statute, such sums of money as may be necessary to fund
contracts for personal services with any individual employee, or to take any other action related thereto.
Board of Selectmen
MOVED:

That the subject matter of Article 5 be indefinitely postponed.
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:

8-0-0

DISCUSSION: The Finance Committee recommended to indefinitely postpone this article as there were no
municipal collective bargaining agreements settled in time for town meeting to fund. This year’s process has been
delayed primarily due to negotiations between the town and union representatives over health insurance changes.
APPROVED__________DISAPPROVED__________

ARTICLE 6
FUNDING OF COST ITEMS NOT IN DEPARTMENTAL BUDGETS
Article 6 To see what sum of money the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, transfer from available funds or
borrow pursuant to any applicable statute for the purpose of funding cost items, not included in departmental
budgets appropriated for FY 13, for the twelve month period beginning July 1, 2012, to budget category
Department 910 for the Board of Selectmen to expend without further appropriation to pay for collective bargaining
agreements and/or individual employees or groups of employees serving under its jurisdiction, as may be reached
after the conclusion of this Town Meeting between the Town and bargaining units, and/or individual employees or
groups of employees serving under its jurisdiction, such sums to be allocated to pay for the relevant departments
payroll expenses from budget classification Department 910 as required by such agreements; and to take any
other action related thereto.
Board of Selectmen
MOVED:
That the sum of Two Hundred Fifty Seven Thousand Ninety Five Dollars ($257,095) be
raised and appropriated from the fiscal year 2013 tax levy and other general revenues of the Town in
order to fund cost items, not included in departmental budgets appropriated for fiscal year 2013, to
Department #910’s budget for collective bargaining agreements and/or individual employees or
groups of employees, as may be reached after the conclusion of this town meeting between the Town
of Canton and bargaining units and/or individual employees or groups of employees serving under its
jurisdiction, such sums to be allocated to pay for the relevant departments’ payroll expenses from
budget classification Department #910 as determined by the Finance Director.
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:

8-0-0

DISCUSSION: The Finance Committee unanimously supports Article 6. The Town of Canton regularly engages
in contract negotiations and these contract negotiations do not always fit the timetable of the annual town meeting.
This Article would allow the Town of Canton and bargaining units to allocate funds for the purpose of payroll
expenses for contracts that are settled after or during the annual town meeting timeframe avoiding these municipal
labor unions having to work without any contract until the next annual town meeting or special town meeting to
approve these funds. The amount of funds not to exceed Two Hundred Fifty Seven Thousand Ninety Five Dollars
($257,095).
APPROVED__________DISAPPROVED__________
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ARTICLE 7
SET SALARIES OF ELECTED OFFICERS
Article 7
To see if the town will vote, in accordance with the provisions of section one hundred and eight of
chapter forty-one (G. L. chapter 41, §108) to fix the salary and compensation of all elected officers of the town, or
to take any other action related thereto.
Board of Selectmen
MOTION 1
MOVED:
That the salary and compensation for the Town Clerk be fixed at $73,571.00 for the
2013 fiscal year beginning July 1, 2012 through June 30, 2013.
VOTE:

8-0-0

DISCUSSION: The 2012 salary of the Canton Town Clerk was $70,118. This was less than the Town Clerk’s
annual salary in Needham, Milton, Dedham, Wellesley and Randolph; and was higher than the Town Clerk’s annual
salary in Sharon, Westwood and Foxboro. The Finance Committee understands that the goal of the town is to
provide an employee salary that is at or just above the average of comparison towns. The Finance Committee
understood that the salary approved at last year’s Annual Town Meeting did not satisfy that goal, and felt it more
prudent to attain the town's average salary goal over a period of time.
MOTION 2
MOVED:
That the salary and compensation for all part-time elected officials of the Town be fixed
for the 2013 fiscal year beginning July 1, 2012 through June 30, 2013, as follows:
Board of Assessors
Board of Health
Board of Selectmen
Planning Board
School Committee
Library Trustees

$2,400.00, for each member
$600.00, for each member
$1,400.00, for each member, with an additional
$200.00 to chairperson
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
VOTE:

5-2-0

MAJORITY DISCUSSION:
The Finance Committee readily acknowledges that all elected and appointed
officials work long hours for the Town and the salary provided is low for the services being rendered. However, the
Finance Committee has long been concerned with the inequities of paying salaries to some elected officials and not
other elected or appointed officials. There also seems to be no rationale for the existing salaries. The salaries
traditionally paid to members of the Assessors and the Board of Health were established to compensate them for
field work that is now being done by other Town Employees or outside contractors.
For the 2013 Fiscal Year, the salary paid elected officials amounts to just over $16,000. The salary payment to an
elected official entitles these officials to benefits, especially health insurance.
The majority supported this motion because only two elected officials are participating in the insurance program
and the current insurance cost to the Town is approximately $10,000. Furthermore, in prior years, the town
overwhelming opposed the Finance Committee's proposal to phase out the salaries and benefits.
MINORITY DISCUSSION:
Of larger concern to the Finance Committee is the potential increase in costs if
the remaining 9 elected officials, who receive compensation, suddenly chose to participate in the insurance
program. That would increase cost to the taxpayers by an additional $70,000. The Minority was not compelled by
the prior ATM vote to change their original position that the salaries and benefits should be phased out.
APPROVED__________DISAPPROVED__________
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ARTICLE 8
PAY BILLS OF PRIOR FISCAL YEAR
Article 8
To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate, transfer from available funds or borrow
pursuant to any applicable statute a sum or sums of money to pay any unpaid bills of any prior fiscal year, or to
take any other action related thereto.
Board of Selectmen
MOVED:
That Five Hundred Fifteen Dollars and Fifty Six Cents ($515.56) be appropriated for the
Finance Director to pay bills from prior fiscal years as set forth below, and to meet this appropriation
Five Hundred Fifteen Dollars and Fifty Six Cents ($515.56) be transferred from the budget
appropriation Account #11551-51200 voted pursuant to Article 44 of the 2011 Annual Town Meeting
for the Finance Department.

Vendor

Purpose

Amount

Source of Funds

Canton Citizen

Advertising Services
Rendered during
Fiscal 2011

$272.00

Finance Dept.

KE Printing

Printing Services
Rendered during
Fiscal 2011

$150.52

Finance Dept.

WB Mason

Office Supply
Expenses during
Fiscal 2011

$93.04

Finance Dept.

_______
Total

$515.56

FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:

8-0-0

DISCUSSION: The Finance Committee unanimously supports the adoption of this article. There were several
outstanding bills from FY11 totaling $515.56 that must be paid. The largest bill was for the Recreation Department
advertizing of the July 4th celebration [$272.00]. The remaining amounts were for the Planning Board printing of
rules and regulations [$100.92], business cards [$49.60] and the purchase of office supplies [$93.04]. The source
of funds to cover these outstanding bills will be the Finance Department.
APPROVED__________DISAPPROVED__________

ARTICLE 9
ADJUST FISCAL ‘12 ACCOUNTS
Article 9
To see if the town will vote to increase or decrease or otherwise adjust the appropriations
heretofore made for the Fiscal Year 2012 beginning on July 1, 2011 and ending on June 30, 2012 and the revenues
sources to meet those appropriations, as voted pursuant to Article 44 of the warrant for the 2011 Annual Town
Meeting, and to raise and appropriate, transfer from available funds or borrow pursuant to any applicable statute to
meet any such increases or adjustments, or to take any other action related thereto.
Board of Selectmen
MOVED:
That the appropriations voted for the fiscal year beginning on July 1, 2011 and ending
on June 30, 2012 pursuant to Article 44 of the warrant for the 2011 Annual Town meeting be
supplemented as follows:
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MOTION 1
That the sum of Ninety Three Thousand Eight Hundred Forty Four Dollars ($93,844) be
appropriated to the Reserve Fund (Account #11322-59600) by transfer from the Rodman Green Roof
Project (Account #43444-58210-A1428).
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:

9-0-0

DISCUSSION: The Finance Committee unanimously supports this motion. Failure of the Rodman and High
School roofs led the School Committee to apply to the Massachusetts School Building Authority (MSBA) for state
funds to pay for the repairs. At 2011 ATM, the town appropriated a $93,844 surplus for the Rodman Roof project
and a $93,844 shortfall for the High School Roof project. The MSBA requires all projects be fully funded, therefore,
the Finance committee authorized a transfer on $93, 844 from the Finance Committee Reserve fund to the High
School Roof Project with the understanding from the School Committee that upon completion of the Rodman
project, any left-over monies would be transferred back to the Reserve Fund. This motion accomplishes that
“repayment”.
APPROVED__________DISAPPROVED__________

MOTION 2
That the sum of Fifty One Thousand One Hundred Eighty Two Dollars ($51,182) be
appropriated to the Veterans’ Services Ordinary Benefits (Account #15432-57700) by transfer from the
Reserve Fund (Account #11322-59600).
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:

9-0-0

DISCUSSION: The Finance Committee unanimously supports this motion. The Veterans Services budget was
under-funded in FY 12. The downturn in the economy created an increased need for veteran’s services, for which
the Town is obligated to pay. While 75% of these costs are reimbursed by the state, the expenses must first be
paid from the Veterans Services budget and before reimbursements are made to Canton's general revenue fund.
APPROVED__________DISAPPROVED__________

ARTICLE 10
TRANSFER UNEXPENDED PRIOR YEAR APPROPRIATIONS
Article 10
To see if the town will vote to transfer the unexpended balance of certain appropriations made
under various articles in the warrants applicable to prior town meetings, to new purposes and uses, or to take any
other action related thereto.
Board of Selectmen
MOTION 1
MOVED:
That Sixty Thousand Dollars ($60,000) be appropriated to be spent by the
Superintendent of Public Works with the approval of the Board of Selectmen to be added to and
increase the appropriation already voted pursuant to Article 13 Motion 4 of the 2008 Annual Town
Meeting thereby increasing such appropriation from One Hundred Seventy Five Thousand Dollars
($175,000) to Two Hundred Thirty Five Thousand Dollars ($235,000) and to meet this appropriation
the sum of Sixty Thousand Dollars ($60,000) be transferred from the appropriation voted pursuant to
Article 13 Motion 4 of the 2008 Annual Town Meeting for the purpose of a performing engineering plans
for Shepard’s Pond Dam.
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:

9-0-0

DISCUSSION: The funds voted at a previous ATM to be used for a Study of the Washington Street Culvert have
not been used and the state has identified the Shepard’s Pond Dam as a hazard that must be repaired
immediately. The transfer of unused funds from the study for the development of engineering plans to repair the
Shepard’s Pond Dam is appropriate and doing so will avoid the need to reduce municipal services in other areas to
fund the plans.
APPROVED__________DISAPPROVED__________
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MOTION 2
MOVED:
That Thirty Seven Thousand Dollars ($37,000) be appropriated to be spent by the
Police Chief with the approval of the Board of Selectmen for the purpose of replacing radio equipment
in police vehicles and to meet this appropriation the sum of Thirty Seven Thousand Dollars ($37,000)
be transferred from the appropriation voted pursuant to Article 13 Motion 2 of the 2010 Annual Town
Meeting.
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:
9-0-0
DISCUSSION: The Finance Committee unanimously agreed to make the transfer because it is will improve
safety and response time for emergencies.
APPROVED__________DISAPPROVED__________

MOTION 3
MOVED:
That Thirty Eight Thousand Five Hundred Twenty Six Dollars ($38,526) be appropriated
to be spent by the Superintendent of Public Works with the approval of the Board of Selectmen to be
added to and increase the appropriation already voted pursuant to Article 13 Motion 7 of the 2011
Annual Town Meeting thereby increasing such appropriation from Five Hundred Thousand Dollars
($500,000) to Five Hundred Thirty Eight Thousand Five Hundred Twenty Six Dollars ($538,526) and to
meet this appropriation the sum of Thirty Eight Thousand Five Hundred Twenty Six Dollars ($38,526)
be transferred from the appropriation voted pursuant to Article 13 Motion 7 of the 2010 Annual Town
Meeting for the purpose of rehabilitating the Ponkapoag Standpipe.
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:

9-0-0

DISCUSSION: The Finance Committee unanimously agreed to make this transfer. There are $38,526 of unspent
bond proceeds from a valve and hydrant project, financed by an interest-free loan from MWRA. The MWRA
recently approved a new interest-free loan of $500,000 for the Ponkapoag Standpipe project. MWRA also approved
using the $38,526 unspent from the valve and hydrant project to be used for the Ponkapoag Standpipe project.
This transfer is needed to take advantage of the financing options offered by the MWRA.
APPROVED__________DISAPPROVED__________

ARTICLE 11
AUTHORIZE CONTRACTS OF MORE THAN THREE YEARS DURATION
Article 11
To see if the town will vote, in accordance with the provisions of section twelve (b) of chapter
thirty B, of the General Laws of the Commonwealth, to authorize the finance director (in his capacity as chief
procurement officer) to solicit and award contracts for terms of more than three years, provided in each such
instance the longer term is determined, prior to the solicitation, to be in the best interest of the town by a vote of
the Board of Selectmen, or to take any other action related thereto.
Board of Selectmen
MOVED:
That the Finance Director (in his capacity as chief procurement officer) be authorized
to solicit and award contracts for terms of more than three years, provided in each such instance the
longer term is determined to be in the best interest of the town by a vote of the Board of Selectmen.
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:

8-0-0

DISCUSSION: The Finance Committee unanimously supports this Article authorizing the Chief Procurement
Officer to solicit and award contracts for supplies or services for a duration in excess of three years, with a prior
supporting vote of the Board of Selectmen. The Finance Committee Members believe that extending the period of
time for certain supplies or services contracts could serve the best interests of the Town from a fiscal, operational,
or planning standpoint.
APPROVED__________DISAPPROVED__________
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ARTICLE 12
AUTHORIZE CERTAIN REVOLVING FUNDS
Article 12
To see what revolving funds pursuant to c. 44, section 53E ½ of the General Laws of the
Commonwealth the town will authorize or reauthorize, for various boards, commissions or departments of the
town, for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2012 and ending June 30, 2013, or to take any other action related
thereto.
Board of Selectmen
MOVED:
That the following revolving funds are hereby established pursuant to the provisions of
MGL chapter 44, section 53 E ½ for the 2013 Fiscal Year beginning July 1, 2012 through June 30, 2013.

Revolving
Fund #

1

Name of
Revolving
Spending
Fund
Authority
Revenue Sources
Pequitside Farm Conservation Rental of Pequitside Farm, Rental of
Rentals
Commission Little Red House, Rental of Rooms in
Main Building, Rental of Rooms in
Tavern or any other portion of building
or grounds.
Veteran's
Veterans'
Contributions, Donations, Gifts,
Services Special Services
Grants.
Revenues
Director

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

Fire Alarm
Relocation

Fire Chief

COA
Transportation
Fund

Council on
Aging

FY 13
Spending
Use of Funds
Limit
Maintaining, improving & renovation $40,000
of property, payment of salaries for annually
time spent arranging rentals with
additional amounts transferred to
General Fund.
Providing services to veterans not
$30,000
funded under established program, annually
including but not limited to
newsletter publication, monthly
breakfasts, funeral services, other
commemorative programs and other
purposes in the opinion of the
Veterans' Director in the best
interests of Canton Veterans.
Fees received by it from, or on behalf Payment of bills and charges
$20,000
of Commonwealth, any public utility, incurred in connection with
annually
any other business entity, or any
relocation of fire alarm signal wires,
individual person.
devices & other appurtenances.
Donations received for providing
Payment of bills and charges in
$25,000
transportation services.
connection with transportation of
annually
elderly.

Board of Health Board of
Special
Health
Revenues

Contributions, donations, gifts, grants, Providing services to Canton citizens
reimbursements.
not otherwise funded under
established program, including but
not limited to flu vaccinations, child
and teenage health education &
development programs and elderly
health programs.
Animal Control Animal
Adoption and boarding fees.
Payment for veterinary services and
Special
Control Officer
payments to Animal Control Officer
Revenues
with additional amounts transferred
to General Fund.
Library Building Board of
Fees for rental and use of Community Paying bills, connected with the
Rentals
Library
or other assembly rooms used for
providing of maintenance and supply
Trustees
meetings, programs or other events, of facilities and for the support and
including payments for use of facilities safe conduct of said programs and
and conveniences in conjunction with events.
use of spaces, as may be established
by the Board of Library Trustees.

$15,000
annually

Student Parking School
Fees
Committee

$75,000
annually

Greenlodge
Street Parking
Fees
Beautification
Fund

Fees paid by students to park their
vehicles at Canton High School.

Payment of bills and charges to
maintain the high school parking lots
and grounds.
Board of
Fees paid by residents and nonPayment of bills and charges to
Selectmen
residents to park their vehicles along maintain the program with additional
Greenlodge Street.
amounts transferred to General
Fund.
Beautification Fees received from the sale of bricks. Payment of services required to
Committee
install bricks and for other
beautification projects.
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Revolving
Fund #

11

12

13

Name of
Revolving
Spending
Fund
Authority
Library
Board of
Revolving Fund Library
Trustees

Revenue Sources
Fees received for processing passport
applications, loss, damage or late
return of borrowed materials,
replacement of borrower cards, or any
other such fees as may be established
by the Board of Library Trustees, for
the purpose of and consistent with
maintaining a fair and efficient library
loan system.
Soil Erosion and Conservation Fees received for permits and
Sediment
Commission certificates of compliance under Article
Control Fund
XX (20) of the Town General By-Laws.
Youth
Commission
Fund

Youth
Commission

Donations.

FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:

Use of Funds
Payment of bills and charges for
processing passport applications,
purchasing books and other library
materials for public loan.

Payment of bills and charges to
process permits and certificates of
compliance under Article XX (20) of
the Town General By-Laws.
Payment of scholarships and other
expenses related to youth activities.

FY 13
Spending
Limit
$40,000
annually

$30,000
annually

$10,000
annually

8-0-0

DISCUSSION: The Finance Committee voted unanimously to continue the twelve funds that were approved at
the prior ATM and add Fund 13, “Youth Commission Fund”. This fund will allow the Youth Commission to
effectively manage the donations received and support the needs of the population they serve. There are no other
changes to the spending limits, and no material changes to the sources of revenue or use of funds.
DISCUSSION:
Revolving Fund #1
DISCUSSION: This motion must be voted by Town Meeting annually to allow the Conservation Commission to
continue its revolving account. They currently have a revolving account to which all rentals related to the use of
the properties located on the premises known as Pequitside Farm are credited.
Revolving Fund #2
DISCUSSION: This motion was requested by the Veterans’ Services Director to establish a revolving fund for
special revenues received. The fund will be used to provide services to veterans who are not otherwise funded
under any established program.
Revolving Fund #3
DISCUSSION: This motion must be voted by Town Meeting for the Fire Chief to establish a revolving fund for
fees received to compensate the department for relocating fire alarm services.
Revolving Fund #4
DISCUSSION: This motion must be voted by Town Meeting for the Council on Aging to establish a revolving
fund to which revenues derived from the transportation supplied to the elderly citizens must be credited. This fund
must be used for the payment of bills and charges in connection with transportation for our elderly citizens. The
expected source of funds will be donations rather than fees charged.
Revolving Fund #5
DISCUSSION: This motion must be voted by Town Meeting for the Board of Health to establish a revolving fund
for donations and other reimbursement received. The fund will be used to purchase additional flu vaccinations and
offer educational programs on health-related topics not otherwise funded by their present annual budget.
Revolving Fund #6
DISCUSSION: This motion must be voted by Town Meeting for the Animal Control Officer to establish a
revolving fund for donations received. The fund will be used to purchase veterinary services not otherwise funded
by their present annual budget.
Revolving Fund #7
DISCUSSION: This motion must be voted by Town Meeting for the Board of Library Trustees to establish a
revolving fund for building rental fees and other payments received. The fund will be used to support the rental
programs and other related costs.
Revolving Fund #8
DISCUSSION: This motion must be voted by Town Meeting for the School Committee to establish a revolving

- 25 -

ANNUAL TOWN MEETING APRIL 30, 2012

fund for fees paid by students to park their vehicles at Canton High School. The fund will be used for the payments
of bills and other charges to maintain the high school parking lots and grounds.
Revolving Fund #9
DISCUSSION: This motion must be voted by Town Meeting for the Board of Selectmen to establish a revolving
fund for fees paid by residents to park their vehicles on Greenlodge Street. The fund will be used for the payments
of bills and other charges to maintain the parking program. At year end, any balance in this fund is transferred to
the general fund.
Revolving Fund #10
DISCUSSION: This motion must be voted by Town Meeting for the Beautification Committee to establish a
revolving fund for fees paid by residents to purchase commemorative bricks. The fund will be used for the
payments of bills and other charges to install bricks and for other beautification projects.
Revolving Fund #11
DISCUSSION: This revolving fund will allow the Library to keep the fines they charge for books and other
materials that are returned late. This will help the library meet state requirements to receive annual state aid and
certifications. This revolving fund will also allow the Library to collect fees and pay expenses related to processing
passports.
Revolving Fund #12
DISCUSSION: This motion must be voted by Town Meeting for the Conservation Commission to establish a
revolving fund for fees paid in accordance with the Town’s soil erosion by-law. The fund will be used for the
payments of bills and other charges to process permits and certificates of compliance under Article XX (20) of the
Town’s General By-Laws.
Revolving Fund #13
DISCUSSION: This new motion must be voted by Town Meeting for the Youth Commission to establish a
revolving fund for donations received. This will allow the Youth Commission to use the donations to benefit the
Youth of Canton through continued programming.
APPROVED__________DISAPPROVED__________

ARTICLE 13
“OMNIBUS” CAPITAL OUTLAY PROGRAM
Article 13
To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate, or to transfer from available funds, or to
authorize the Town Treasurer with the approval of the Board of Selectmen, to borrow (and to issue bonds or notes
therefore) any sum or sums of money, or by any combination of these methods of financing as may be necessary
or desirable, make available funds for the purpose of purchasing, leasing, re-conditioning, improving or replacing
any motor vehicles or other items of equipment or machinery or other items of personal property for any town
agency, or for the purpose of contracting for any service, or for the design, repair, acquisition, construction,
replacement or relocation or improvement to any town building or other structure, public works facility (including
highway needs and traffic safety items), any other town owned facility or real property, or for any other purposes
for which borrowing may be authorized, to purchase, or to take by eminent domain, any land or easements
necessary for any such purposes and, where applicable, to authorize the trade-in of any presently owned motor
vehicles, equipment or machinery to reduce the purchase or acquisition cost of any item to be acquired, or to take
any other action related thereto.
Board of Selectmen for Capital Planning Committee
MOTION 1
MOVED:
(a) The acquisition of all vehicles and other motorized equipment that is authorized to
be purchased or otherwise acquired by any motion made under this warrant article shall be under the
responsibility of the Finance Director/Chief Procurement Officer. In addition to the procurement, the
“trade-in” or other disposition of all vehicles and other motorized equipment being replaced is also
authorized and shall be under the responsibility of the Finance Director/Chief Procurement Officer. In
all cases where by a motion made under this warrant article, a vehicle or other piece of motorized
equipment is to be acquired by a town agency such purchase or acquisition shall be subject to and
bound by the detailed specifications regarding such purchase or acquisition on file in the office of the
Town Clerk; provided, however, the Finance Director/Chief Procurement Officer, may, in appropriate
circumstances, waive or modify the said detailed specifications, subject to a vote of the Finance
Committee, taken within 30 (thirty) days following a decision to waive or to modify the foregoing
provision requiring full compliance with the specifications on file.
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(b) All building related projects which are approved and or funded by any motion made under
this article shall be under the responsibility of the Building Renovations Committee appointed pursuant
to Canton By-law, Article X, section 4, except as may be provided by any specific motion made pursuant
to this article.
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:

9-0-0

MOTION 1
DISCUSSION: This motion authorizes the Finance Director to supervise vehicle acquisitions and the Building
Renovations Committee to oversee all building/land improvement projects.
APPROVED__________ DISAPPROVED__________

MOTION 2
MOVED:
That Three Hundred Sixty Four Thousand Dollars ($364,000) be appropriated from the
Fiscal Year 2013 tax levy and other general revenues of the town for various Municipal Departments to
expend with the approval of the Board of Selectmen for the purpose of purchasing certain items of
property set forth below as follows:
FINCOM
FINCOM
RECOMMENDATIONS
AMOUNT
VOTE
Police Department
Replace One Patrol Car
Replace Bullet Resistant Vests
Purchase Bullet Resistant Vests Carriers

$34,000
7,000
6,000

8-0-0
8-0-0
8-0-0

Fire Department
Lease/Purchase 2 Ford Explorers
Purchase Radio Master Box System

22,000
92,000

8-0-0
8-0-0

DPW
Replace 1991 Brush Chipper #55
Replace Platform Body of Forestry Division Truck #37

32,000
10,000

8-0-0
8-0-0

Finance
Purchase Microsoft Exchange Server
Computer/Monitor Replacements
Purchase Microsoft Office Professional Licenses
Purchase Disaster Recovery Server

19,000
21,000
16,000
15,000

8-0-0
9-0-0
9-0-0
8-0-0

Recreation
Replace 1994 Kubota Tractor
Field Rehab & Sod Replacement
Replace Zero Turn Mower

19,000
10,000
11,000

8-0-0
8-0-0
8-0-0

Library
Renovate Main Level Meeting/Study Rooms

36,000

8-0-0

14,000
_________

8-0-0

Health
Purchase SUV
GRAND TOTAL

$364,000

The amounts listed above for particular acquisitions are not to be construed as individual
appropriations. The sums shown are intended to be estimates of individual items but the amount
appropriated is one line item in the total sum of Three Hundred Sixty Four Thousand Dollars
($364,000). The Finance Director and Town Administrator, acting jointly, are hereby authorized to
distribute such funds in such a manner as may be needed to accomplish the forgoing list of purchases;
provided, however, that each item contained in the list is procured and that the excess funds are
available because one or more items cost less than estimated and not because an item intended to be
procured is not so procured.
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Police Department
Replace one Patrol Car ($34,000)
The Canton Police utilizes its vehicles on 24 X 7 basis for the safety and security of the town. This is a scheduled
replacement for high mileage vehicle.
Replace Bullet Resistant Vests ($7,000)
This is a scheduled replacement of bullet resistant vests for the Canton Police. This is a replacement only of vests
that have reached their five (5) year warranty.
Purchase Bullet Resistant Vests Carriers ($6,000)
The Canton Police Department has instituted a mandatory Bullet Resistant Vest wear policy. This expenditure will
purchase 45 outside the shirt carriers for all officers. They have a 5 year shelf life.
Fire Department
Lease/Purchase 2 Ford Explorers ($22,000)
This is the fourth and final payment of a four year lease approved at Canton Town Meeting in FY 2009 for the Fire
Department.
Purchase Radio Master Box System ($92,000)
This purchase will begin the replacement of the fire panel master box system from wired to wireless at Town
municipal and School buildings. CPC feels this project will provide the Town with future savings in overtime costs,
future replacement of the CFD alarm wire truck and the replacement cost of wire that the department incurs each
year. The 2009 renovation of Canton Fire Department Headquarters in Revere Street included technology to
interface with this system conversion.
This project will include Phase 1 and Phase 2 of a 3-phase plan for the replacement of master boxes. Phase 1 of
the project will include the installation of Vision 21 System Processor with Radio Module at the Canton Fire
Department dispatch area at a cost of $27,000. Phase 2 will include the installation of master boxes at ten (10)
various municipal locations at a total cost of $60,000. Also included in this request is the installation of a master
box at the high school location at an approximate cost of $5,000. The remaining six locations for the School
Department will be installed under Phase 3 in FY14 for an approximate cost of $42,000.
DPW
Replace 1991 Brush Chipper #55 ($32,000)
The current chipper is over 20 years old and has well exceeded an industry replacement standard of every ten
years. Existing chipper only handles 6 inch diameter trees / limbs. The new upgraded chipper will allow twice the
capacity which will help increase efficiency. The existing unit would be kept as a backup, which will be beneficial
during storm clean-ups like that was experienced in 2011.
Replace Platform Body of Forestry Division Truck #37 ($10,000)
The current truck platform is not feasible to repair and requires replacement. Combination of the rigors of tree
work performed by the truck and its constant exposure to the elements from limited garage space and the need to
keep employees safe requires replacement of this platform. The replacement cost includes all parts and associate
labor with the replacement of the platform unit.
Finance
Purchase Microsoft Exchange Server ($19,000)
This project allows the Town Finance Department to transition from Exchange Server 2003 to Exchange Server
2010 and includes hardware, software, and professional migration services
Computer/Monitor Replacements ($21,000)
This project covers the on-going PC replacement program. This replaces 1/5 of the inventory and covers most of
the Pentium 4 systems that are incapable of running the newer 64bit OS and software.
Purchase Microsoft Office Professional Licenses ($16,000)
This project allows the Finance Department to transition from Microsoft Office Professional 2003 to 2010. There
are multiple ongoing FEMA projects that require Office 2007 or later.
Purchase Disaster Recovery Server ($15,000)
This project allows the Finance Department to acquire an additional backup server to increase the backup capacity
to accommodate the new servers that are being added.
Recreation
Replace 1994 Kubota Tractor ($19,000)
The current tractor is over 17 years old and has exceeded an industry replacement standard of every 10 to 15
years. This is one of the two tractors responsible for mowing town athletic fields. Also, this tractor is used for
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miscellaneous landscape projects, aerating and seeding athletic fields. Replacement will be L4400 HST Tractor 4
X4 with 4 CYL. Diesel 43 H.P. Engine and 36 H.P. PTO.
Field Rehab & Sod Replacement ($10,000)
This is an ongoing capital program to keep up with replacing worn out turf areas that are heavily used for athletic
and recreational activities. The capital funds will be designated to make improvement to the Windsor Woods
Soccer & Lacrosse fields with the goal of improving drainage and turf conditions. These funds will also be
supplemented by private funding from Canton Youth Soccer and the Canton Lacrosse Club in partnership with the
Recreation Department to make these much needed improvements to help improve safety and playability of this
field.
Replace Zero Turn Mower ($11,000)
This piece of equipment is being requested to replace using an existing walk behind mower with a short cutting
width and is less efficient than a zero turn mower. The new zero turn mower will increase efficiency with its
mobility and wider 61 inch cutting width to mow baseball infields and smaller recreation and park areas.
Replacement will be a 61” 31 H.P. Scag Cheetah Zero Turn Mower.
Library
Renovate Main Level Meeting/Study Rooms ($36,000)
This proposal provides for the re-allocation of space to create two (2) multi-purpose rooms. The proposed location
takes advantage of the need to minimize structural alteration by utilizing existing walls and a soffit. The area has
been reviewed by the Building Commissioner and an architect provided a cost estimate for design and construction.
This allows for adaptive use of the space which is in line with current and future needs of the library.
Health
Purchase SUV ($14,000)
The Health Department proposes the purchase of a small SUV to aid in performance of their duties. These include,
but are not limited to, senior and disabled home health visits and clinics, emergency preparedness operations and
use during real and drilled all-hazards emergency events. This will also be used to tow their existing trailers
containing material and equipment needed in their work. To help fund this vehicle, the Health Department will use
up to $9,000 from their revolving fund to supplement the $14,000 in cash capital.
APPROVED__________ DISAPPROVED__________
MOTION 3
MOVED:
That Three Hundred Sixty Five Thousand Dollars ($365,000) be appropriated from the
Fiscal Year 2013 tax levy and other general revenues of the town, for the Canton School Committee to
expend for the purpose of purchasing certain items of property set forth below for the School
Department as follows:
FINCOM
FINCOM
AMOUNT
VOTE
Building Repairs/Improvements
Repoint Chimney - Hansen
$ 6,400
8-0-0
Update existing control system for HVAC;
62,598
8-0-0
Weatherization of buildings – Systemwide
30,478
8-0-0
Grounds Improvement
Playground material – Systemwide

6,550

8-0-0

Technology
(2) iMac computers for Performing Arts
Computer Replacement with Thin Clients – Luce & JFK
New Thin Clients – 3rd & 5th grades - 4 per classroom

3,275
38,520
61,645

8-0-0
8-0-0
8-0-0

Program Improvements
Outdoor challenge/fitness course - Hansen
Replace video workstations for Fine Arts
Purchase (24) music stands – Galvin & High School
Audio system–hearing impaired – GMS
Audio System–hearing impaired – High School

7,185
31,272
2,000
5,565
9,300

8-0-0
8-0-0
8-0-0
8-0-0
8-0-0

Furniture & Fixtures
Desks (24) - Luce
Various furniture & fixtures – Kennedy addition

3,671
31,468

8-0-0
8-0-0
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Gymnasium wall pads - Galvin
Stools (30) – Galvin

4,950
1,650

8-0-0
8-0-0

8,000
12,224

8-0-0
8-0-0

38,249
_______

8-0-0

Extraordinary Maintenance
Painting Program – Galvin, Hansen & Luce
Replace (25) classroom doors – Luce
Vehicle Replacement
1991 Ford F350
GRAND TOTAL

$365,000

The amounts listed above for particular acquisitions are not to be construed as individual
appropriations. The sums shown are intended to be estimates of individual items but the amount
appropriated is one line item in the total sum of Three Hundred Sixty Five Thousand Dollars
($365,000). The Finance Director and the Business Manager of the School Department, acting jointly,
are herby authorized to distribute such funds in such a manner as may be needed to accomplish the
forgoing list of purchases; provided, however, that each item contained in the list is procured and that
the excess funds are available because one or more items cost less than estimated and not because an
item intended to be procured is not so procured.
DISCUSSION:
Building Repairs/Improvements
Repoint Chimney – Hansen ($6,400)
This is to repair damaged chimney currently leaking and in poor condition
Update existing control system for HVAC ($62,598)
This request is to update the existing control system for HVAC and to install a web based EMS to update occupancy
schedule and temperature controls in the school. This will result in energy cost savings for many years to come.
Weatherization of Buildings – Systemwide ($30,478)
Repair and improve energy efficiency in school buildings to weather stripping, and building insulation. Project
partially funded through Performance Contract, total cost $94,684.
Grounds Improvement
Playground material – Systemwide ($6,550)
Purchase and installation of playground wood fiber safety material which is annual expense.
Technology
(2) iMac computers for Performing Arts ($3,275)
This project expands the installed iMac workstations from 4 to 6 to allow more students to enroll in the Music
Technology and Technology for the Performing Arts programs. These electives are highly requested and enrollment
is limited.
Computer Replacement with Thin Clients – Luce & JFK ($38,520)
This project continues the virtualization project within the schools and replaces the computers (60) in the thin
clients in the Luce and JFK computing labs. These systems are used to support the K-5 curriculum
New Thin Clients – 3rd & 5th grades - 4 per classroom ($61,645)
This project continues the virtualization project within the schools and replaces existing computers with 4 thin
clients in each 3rd and 5th grade classroom (96 total).
These systems support in-classroom curriculum and small
group learning activities.
Program Improvements
Outdoor challenge/fitness course – Hansen ($7,185)
Purchase and installation of a fitness course which at the Hansen School which will promote learning and encourage
exercise in students.
Replace video workstations for Fine Arts ($31,272)
This request will be to replace the apple workstations and software for the TV Production program. The Apple
Video Editing workstations are eight (8) years of age. In the spring of 2012 they will have doubled their projected
lifespan.
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Purchase (24) music stands – Galvin & High School ($2,000)
There are now 38 additional instrumental musicians (total of 185) at GMS due to the addition of the 8th Grade
Orchestra and increased enrollment in all 6th-8th grade Band and Orchestra groups. There are not enough music
stands for the band and orchestra to rehearse simultaneously. Additional stand racks are needed for GMS and CHS
so that the music rooms are usable for performing groups and elective classes with stands easily, neatly and safely
stored.
Audio system–hearing impaired – GMS ($5,565)
The request is for five (5) REDCAT Infrared Audio-Systems including additional pass around microphone for the
Galvin Middle School. REDCAT is wireless infrared technology designed to ensure that every student has access to
a clear signal and optimal listening opportunities in his/her learning environment.
Audio System–hearing impaired – High School ($9,300)
The request is for ten (10) REDCAT Infrared Audio Systems including one (1) microphone and one (1) speaker.
Furniture & Fixtures
Desks (24) – Luce ($3,671)
This funding will purchase 24 new desks at the Luce school for students currently using old furniture.
Various furniture & fixtures – Kennedy addition ($31,468)
This will provide new desks, tables, chairs and various classroom items for the new addition at the Kennedy School,
funded by ATM in 2010 and 2011.
Gymnasium wall pads – Galvin ($4,950)
This funding will replace the gym wall pads at the Galvin Middle School which are torn and in poor condition. CPC
has asked the School Department to monitor the rental of all town gyms to insure that all groups using the facilities
are aware of potential damage charges resulting from improper usage.
Stools (30) – Galvin ($1,650)
This request is to purchase 30 new stools for the GMS Fine Arts Department.
Extraordinary Maintenance
Painting Program – Galvin, Hansen & Luce ($8,000)
This request will fund the annual painting at GMS, Hansen, JFK and Luce Schools.
Replace (25) classroom doors – Luce ($12,224)
This request is to replace twenty five (25) classroom doors at the Luce School. These doors were not part of the
Luce Renovation Project in 1997 and are original classroom doors when the Luce School was built.
Vehicle Replacement
1991 Ford F350 ($38,249)
Funding will replace the current School Department 1991 vehicle with a Ford F-350 for use by the School
Maintenance Department.
APPROVED__________ DISAPPROVED__________
MOTION 4
MOVED:
That Two Hundred Forty Three Thousand Dollars ($243,000) be appropriated to be spent by
the Department of Public Works Superintendent with the approval of the Board of Selectmen to pay
costs of various capital projects and equipment as set forth below and to meet said appropriation the
Town Treasurer, with the approval of the Board of Selectmen, be authorized to borrow, pursuant to any
applicable statute or any other enabling authority as may be, the sum of Two Hundred Forty Three
Thousand Dollars ($243,000).
FINCOM
AMOUNT

RECOMMENDATIONS
Replace 1994 Ford Dump Truck #22
Replace 2001 Ford F350 Truck #26

$175,000
68,000
________

TOTAL

$243,000
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The sums shown are intended to be estimates of individual items but the amount to be appropriated is
one line item in the total amount of Two Hundred Forty Three Thousand Dollars ($243,000). The
Finance Director and the Town Administrator, acting jointly, are hereby authorized to distribute such
funds in such manner as may be needed to accomplish the foregoing list of projects; provided,
however, that each project contained in the list set forth above is undertaken and that any excess
funds are available because one or more of the listed projects cost less than was estimated and not
because a project intended to be undertaken is not so undertaken.

DISCUSSION:
Replace Dump Truck/Plow Unit #22 ($175,000)
Current truck is over 16 years exceeding its recommended replacement cycle. This unit has currently $30,600 of
repairs performed on the truck. This truck is also responsible for covering a primary snow plow and sanding route
in the Town, along with its routine hauling work.
The new purchase will be a 7000 Series Dump Truck with a snow plow and sander unit. The dump body / sander
unit will be built of stainless steel to stand up to the corrosion of road salt used during winter operations. The truck
and body model selected is also intended to help standardize the DPW fleet for a more efficient fleet maintenance
operation.
Replace Truck Plow Unit #26 ($68,000)
The current truck is over 10 years exceeding its recommended replacement cycle. This unit has currently $21,320
of repairs performed on the truck. This truck is also responsible for covering a snow plow route in the town, along
with its routine asphalt patching and repair work.
The new purchase will be a F550 Series Dump Truck with a snow plow and an asphalt hot patch heater for the
dump body that will help improve the quality of asphalt repairs and reduce the waste of asphalt repair material.
The truck and body model selected is also intended to help standardize the DPW fleet for a more efficient fleet
maintenance operation.
APPROVED__________ DISAPPROVED__________

MOTION 5
MOVED:
That One Hundred Four Thousand Dollars ($104,000) be appropriated to be spent by
the Department of Public Works Superintendent with the approval of the Board of Selectmen for the
purpose of purchasing two (2) utility trucks and to meet said appropriation One Hundred Four
Thousand Dollars ($104,000) be transferred from the water enterprise surplus (retained earnings).
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:

8-0-0

DISCUSSION: The Finance Committee supports the recommendations of the CPC. The two current trucks have
142,200 and 168,920 miles of use. The recommended replacement cycle for both of these vehicles is eight years
or 72,000 miles. The one truck will be upgraded to a small dump truck that will be used daily for both cold and hot
mix patch work, material hauling and snow plowing. The other truck will be upgraded to a truck with a plow and
will be used daily for reading water meters.

APPROVED__________ DISAPPROVED__________

MOTION 6
MOVED:
That One Million Four Hundred Thousand Dollars ($1,400,000) be appropriated to be
spent by the Department of Public Works Superintendent with the approval of the Board of Selectmen
to pay costs of water system master plan improvements and to meet said appropriation the Town
Treasurer with the approval of the Board of Selectmen be authorized to borrow pursuant to any
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applicable statute or any other enabling authority as may be, the sum of One Million Four Hundred
Thousand Dollars ($1,400,000). It is the intent that the bonds and notes issued pursuant to this
authority be general obligations of the Town but are to be repaid in the first instance from water
revenues.
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:

8-0-0

DISCUSSION: This project is for the excavation and replacement of existing 6-inch water mains with new 8-inch
Ductile Iron Pipe mains on 8,400 feet of pipe on various streets in the Oakdale Road area as well as the installation
of new hydrants as needed and the renewal of house services from the main to the curb box. This project will help
to address fire flow and pipe size deficiencies. The engineering and design money has been allocated by a previous
ATM.
APPROVED__________ DISAPPROVED__________

MOTION 7
MOVED:
That One Million Ninety Thousand Dollars ($1,090,000) be appropriated to be spent by
the Department of Public Works Superintendent with the approval of the Board of Selectmen to pay for
costs for the rehabilitation of the Tolman Tank and improving the water flow in the surrounding area
and to meet said appropriation the Town Treasurer with the approval of the Board of Selectmen be
authorized to borrow pursuant to any applicable statute or any other enabling authority as may be, the
sum of One Million Ninety Thousand Dollars ($1,090,000). It is the intent that the bonds and notes
issued pursuant to this authority be general obligations of the Town but are to be repaid in the first
instance from water revenues.
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:

8-0-0

DISCUSSION: The Tolman Street Water Tank is the oldest tank in service. This request is for the design and
construction of the rehabilitation of the Tolman Street Water Tank as well as interior and exterior paint, foundation
repair, a new roof and the addition of a water mixing system.

APPROVED__________ DISAPPROVED__________

MOTION 8
MOVED:
That One Hundred Twelve Thousand Dollars ($112,000) be appropriated to be spent by
the School Committee to pay costs of systemwide HVAC improvements for the School Department and
to meet said appropriation the Town Treasurer, with the approval of the Board of Selectmen, be
authorized to borrow, pursuant to any applicable statute or any other enabling authority as may be, the
sum of One Hundred Twelve Thousand Dollars ($112,000).
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:

8-0-0

DISCUSSION: Ongoing five year master plan for maintenance and limited replacement of HVAC equipment at
Luce, Hansen and Kennedy Elementary Schools, Galvin Middle School, Rodman Administration Building and Canton
High School.
APPROVED__________ DISAPPROVED__________
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ARTICLE 14
AMENDMENT TO ZONING BY-LAWS BY ELIMINATING CCEOD RESIDENTIAL COMPONENT
Article 14 To see if the town will vote to amend the Zoning By-Laws by deleting Section 9.7 and replacing it with
the following:
9.7 CANTON CENTER ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY DISTRICT (CCEOD)
9.7.1 Subdistricts. The CCEOD is divided into two separate and distinct Subdistricts of Canton Center. The
Subdistrict Revitalization Areas are shown on a map entitled "Canton Center Economic Opportunity District (Priority
Revitalization Area "A" and Revitalization Area “B") prepared by the Canton Planning Department and dated
December 20, 2004, which map is hereby incorporated by reference in this Section
9.8. The Subdistricts are as follows:
1. Priority Revitalization Area "A": That area of Canton Center that runs (1) along Washington Street from
Neponset Street to Sherman Street, a distance of approximately 2000 linear feet and (2) that area zoned
"Industrial" that runs along Pequit Street in the vicinity of Washington Street, to the Northern border of the
District.
2. Priority Revitalization Area "B": That area of Canton Center that runs (1) along Washington Street from Sherman
Street to Lewis Street, a distance of approximately 1000 linear feet, but excluding (2) that area of land designated
as Industrial that runs along Pequit Street in the vicinity of Washington Street to the Northern border of the
District.
Certain activities in the Priority Revitalization Areas A and B are subject to Design Review as set forth in Section
10.6.
9.7.2 Priority Revitalization Area “A”; Purpose. Priority Revitalization Area "A" is established for the accomplishment
of the following purposes:
1. To promote the economic health and stability of the Town by encouraging development and economic
investment in the Canton Center that will generate employment and tax revenue.
2. To provide additional planning flexibility for projects located in Canton Center, including enhancing the
coordination of the project with the environmental and natural features of the development site.
3. To encourage development, including but not limited to, offices and retail shops.
4. To permit and encourage the development of parks and open spaces, which would be available for use by the
general public, as a condition for the grant of a special permit pursuant to this Section 9.7 authorizing an increase
in the otherwise permissible density of population or intensity of a particular use in a proposed development
pursuant to the requirements of this Section.
5. To permit the use of new development standards which will promote the desired changes in Canton Center.
6. To provide information on the potential impacts of a proposed development.
7. To enable the Special Permit Granting Authority (SPCA) to require adherence to "Site Development and Use
Plans" in the granting of a special permit.
9.7.3 Priority Revitalization Area “A”; Definitions. For the special purposes of Area “A”, the following words and
phrases shall have the meaning hereinafter indicated:
Building Height: Building height shall be limited as set forth in this Section and measured as set forth in the State
Building Code 780 CMR 101.0 et seq.
Buildable Lot Area: A buildable lot area shall be a single continuous tract of land located entirely within Priority
Revitalization Area "A" which is contiguous with the frontage, and which excludes any land defined as a "Resource
Area" under the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act (M.G.L. c. 131, s. 40) and any required yard area.
Gross square feet of nonresidential floor area: The total nonresidential floor area contained within exterior walls but
does not include basement space used for heating and utilities, storage or for automobile parking.
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Open Space: Open Space is defined as an area of land containing no building or structure, or impervious material.
In the event that natural materials (i.e. brick, pavers, etc.) are used in the construction of walkways, courtyards,
patios, etc., allowing such surfaces to be pervious, the area of these surfaces can be credited toward the open
space requirement. However, surfaces using such pervious materials for vehicular movement or parking may not
be used when calculating the open space requirement.
9.7.4 Priority Revitalization Area “A”; Scope of Authority. Priority Revitalization Area "A" shall be an overlay district
and shall not restrict the owner's rights relative to the underlying zoning districts. However, if the owner selects to
use Priority Revitalization Area "A" for development purposes, the development shall conform to the requirements
of this Section for Priority Revitalization Area "A".
9.7.5 Priority Revitalization Area “A”; Special Permit Granting Authority. The Board of Appeals is hereby designated
as the Special Permit Granting Authority (SPGA) for all purposes in Priority Revitalization Area "A". All special
permit applications shall conform to the standards and criteria of this Section and the Board of Appeals Rules and
Regulations governing the administration of applications for special permits.
9.7.6 Priority Revitalization Area “A”; Applicability. In Priority Revitalization Area "A", no building shall be
constructed or externally enlarged, and no use shall be expanded in ground area, or established in an existing
building except in conformity with a special permit issued by the Board of Appeals and a Site Development and Use
Plan that bears the endorsement of approval by the Board of Appeals. Requirements and Procedures for approval of
such Site Development and Use Plan shall be in accordance with Section 10.5 and this Section.
9.7.7 Priority Revitalization Area “A”; Special Permit Criteria. In addition to the specific criteria contained within
Section 10.4, the SPGA shall issue a special permit for development within Priority Revitalization Area "A" only after
consideration of the project's compliance with the following additional criteria:
1. Adequacy of the site in terms of the size of the proposed use(s);
2. Adequacy of the provision of open space, its accessibility to the general public, and/or its association with
adjacent or proximate open space areas;
3. Suitability of the site for the proposed use(s);
4. Impact on traffic and pedestrian flow and safety;
5. Impact on the visual character of the neighborhood;
6. Adequacy of utilities, including sewage disposal, water supply and storm water drainage; and
7. Degree to which the proposed project complies with the goals of the Canton Center Revitalization Plan and the
provisions of this Section.
9.7.8 Priority Revitalization Area “A”; Special Permit Uses. Within Priority Revitalization Area "A", the Board of
Appeals may issue a special permit authorizing the following uses. No building or structure shall be designed,
arranged or constructed and no building, structure or land shall be used, in whole or in part, for any purpose other
than for one or more of the uses herein set forth as permissible by special permit.
1. Retail stores and offices including salesrooms and showrooms, consumer service establishments, business and
professional offices, executive and administrative offices, banks and other institutions.
2. All uses allowed by right or by special permit in the underlying zoning district.
3. Restaurant and other on-premises eating and drinking establishments.
9.7.9 Priority Revitalization Area “A”; Standards.
1. Minimum Lot Size. The minimum lot size is 10,000 square feet of "buildable lot area." The lot must contain the
"buildable lot area" in a single, contiguous site within the boundaries of Priority Revitalization Area "A". No portion
of a way or street, as defined by the by-law may be included in computing the minimum required "buildable lot
area".
2. Lot Coverage. No building shall be constructed so as to cover, together with any other building on the lot, more
than fifty (50) percent of the "buildable lot area".
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3. Minimum Lot Frontage and Access. Lots with over 60,000 sq. ft. of "buildable lot area" shall have a minimum
frontage of one hundred twenty (120) feet and at least one means of ingress/egress. Each means of ingress/egress
shall have a continuous frontage of not less than sixty feet.
4. Density. No building or structure shall be designed, arranged or constructed and no building, structure or land
shall be used, in whole or in part, which exceeds the densities specified below for and nonresidential uses.
a. Three thousand (3,000) gross square feet of nonresidential floor area per 10,000 sq. ft. of "buildable lot area" or
portion thereof.
5. Setbacks and Yard Regulations for Buildings. No building shall be constructed so as to be nearer to the line of
any street than the "required setback distance" or nearer to the sidelines of its lot than the "required side yard
width" or nearer to the rear line of its lot than the "required rear yard depth" specified below. The required setback
distance shall be measured from the nearest exterior line of the street in question.
a. Required Setback Distance — 15 feet
b. Required Side Yard Width — N/A
c. Required Rear Yard Depth — 25 feet
6. Storage or Display. No storage or display of goods, products, materials or equipment, vending machines or
similar commercial devices shall be located nearer to the line of any street than the permitted setback distance for
a building on the lot.
7. Change of Lot. No lot on which a building is located shall be reduced or changed in size or shape so that the
building or lot fails to comply with the "buildable lot area", frontage, building coverage, yard setback, or other
dimensional provisions of this Section.
8. Height Regulations. No building shall be constructed to exceed forty (40) feet in height or a total of three (3)
stories whichever is lower.
9. Buildings within the central business area that are permitted to have zero setback from the line of Washington
Street are limited to two (2) stories and twenty-seven (27) feet in height, for a horizontal distance of 30’
perpendicular to the line of Washington Street. Beyond 30’ the provisions of section 9.7.9.8 Height Regulations
shall apply.
9.7.10 Priority Revitalization Area “A”; Common Open Land. At a minimum, each site shall have thirty percent
(30%) of its lot area designated as Open Space or Common Open Land for use by the general public. The
contiguous open space shall be located between the side line of the frontage street and the front face of the
proposed structure nearest to Washington Street. The open space shall have a shape, dimension, character and
suitable to assure its use for park or open space purposes by the general public, and seventy-five percent (75%) of
the land to be considered as Common Open Land shall be contiguous and no piece of land to be included as part of
the calculation of Common Open Land shall consist of a piece less than 200 square feet in size.
9.7.11 Priority Revitalization Area “A”; Parking Requirements. In Priority Revitalization Area "A", there shall be
provided and maintained improved off-street automobile parking in connection with the erection, establishment or
increase in units or dimensions of buildings, structures and uses, in the following amounts:
1. For restaurants and other on premises eating and drinking establishments, not less than one (1) parking space
for each six (6) seats, subject to the discretion of the Board of Appeals to require additional parking space. Where
benches are used, not less than one (1) parking space for each six (6) feet of bench, subject to the discretion of
the Board of Appeals to require additional parking space.
3. For retail stores and offices including salesrooms and showrooms, consumer service establishments, public
administration buildings, business and professional offices, executive and administrative offices, banks and other
financial institutions one parking space for each two hundred fifty (250) square feet of gross floor area. For the
purpose of this section, "gross floor area" means the total floor area contained within exterior walls, but does not
include basement space used for hearing and utilities, storage or for automobile parking.
4. Uses not listed herein shall comply with the parking space requirements of the By-Law Section 5.1 Off-Street
Parking.
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9.7.12. Priority Revitalization Area “A”; Below Grade Structured Parking. Below grade automobile parking shall be
permitted within the basements of buildings provided that such "structured basement" automobile parking is
exclusively reserved for motor vehicles of employees of the development.
1. Below grade structured parking may be designed to allow two cars to park in "tandem". In such cases, each of
the two "tandem" parking spaces shall be counted as providing a parking space for the purpose of meeting the off
street parking requirement of this by-law. "Tandem" parking is defined as two parking spaces placed one behind
another in single file.
9.7.13 Priority Revitalization Area “A”; Miscellaneous Parking Requirements.
1. In the case of mixed uses, the parking spaces required shall be the sum of the requirement for the various
individual uses, computed separately in accordance with this section. Parking spaces for one use shall not be
considered as providing the required parking spaces for any other use unless it can be clearly demonstrated to the
Board of Appeals that the need for parking occurs at different times.
2. A change in the use of the premises or in the configuration of the building or lot subject to a special permit and
site development and use plan issued pursuant to this Section shall require the special permit holder to apply to
the Board of Appeals for a modification of the number of off street parking spaces required pursuant to such special
permit and plan if such change, alone or in combination with previous changes, would require an increase or
decrease of more than 10% in the number of off street parking spaces required pursuant to this Section.
3. Off-street automobile parking spaces, to the extent required in this section, may be provided either on the same
lot or premises with the parking generator or on any lot or premises associated therewith a substantial portion of
which at least is within three hundred (300) feet of the generator.
4. Off-street parking facilities and connecting drives between such facilities and the street shall be designed to
insure the safety and convenience of persons traveling within or through the parking area, and between the
parking facility and the street. The provisions of Section 6.1 Design Standards shall be considered the minimum
criteria for evaluating such design.
5. In addition to the requirement for automobile parking spaces there shall also be provided for each building or
group of buildings sufficient off-street loading space to insure that all loading operations take place off the public
way. Loading spaces and access drives leading to loading spaces shall be so designed that vehicles to be loaded or
unloaded are not required to maneuver in the public way to enter or leave the designed loading area. The
provisions of Section 6.2 Loading Areas shall be considered the minimum criteria for evaluating such design.
9.7.14 Priority Revitalization Area “A”; Signs and Advertising Devices. The provisions of Section 6.3 Signs is
adopted for the regulation and restriction of billboards, signs and other advertising devices with the Canton Center
Economic Opportunity District.
9.7.15 Priority Revitalization Area “A”; Certified Acoustical Barriers. No activity or use shall be allowed which
causes exterior noise levels to exceed a day-night average sound level of 65 decibels (65 Ldn) at the lot line; no
dwelling unit shall be located where exterior noise levels exceed a day-night average sound level of 65 decibels (65
Ldn); and no dwelling unit shall be constructed which allows interior noise levels to exceed a day-night average
sound level of 45 decibels (45 Ldn). The day-night average sound level (Ldn) is the 24-hour average sound level, in
decibels; resulting from the accumulation of noise from all sources contributing to the external noise environment
of the site with 10 decibels added to sound levels occurring from 10:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. The day-night average
sound level (Ldn) shall be determined in accordance with The Code of Federal Regulations Title 24-Housing and
Urban Development, Part 51 Environmental Criteria and Standards (24 CFR 51).
9.7.16 Priority Revitalization Area “B”; Purpose. The Revitalization Area "B" is established for the accomplishment
of the following purposes:
1. To promote the economic health and stability of the Town by encouraging development and economic
investment in the Canton Center that will generate employment and tax revenue.
2. To provide additional planning flexibility for projects and to enhance the coordination of the project with the
environmental and natural features of the development site.
3. To encourage mixed-use development of business and professional offices.
4. To permit the use of new development standards which will retain the sites' present character.
5. To provide information on the potential impacts of a proposed development.
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6. To enable the Special Permit Granting Authority (SPGA) to require adherence to "Site Development and Use
Plans" in the granting of a special permit.
9.7.17Priority Revitalization Area “B”; Definitions. For the special purposes of Revitalization Area "B", the following
words and phrases shall have the meaning hereinafter indicated:
Applicant: The person or persons, including a corporation or other legal entity, who applies for issuance of a special
permit for construction of a Revitalization Area "B" development, within Revitalization Area "B" hereunder. The
applicant must own, or be the beneficial owner of, all the land included in the proposed site, or have authority from
the owner(s) to act for him or hold option or contract duly executed by the owner(s) and the Applicant giving the
latter the right to acquire the land to be included in the site.
Buffer: An area within the Revitalization `B" Development adjacent to the boundaries, streams and ponds, which
may not be developed except as provided herein.
Business and Professional Office: The office of one skilled in an occupation that primarily services clients or patients
rather than retail customers including, but not limited to the office of a
doctor, lawyer, dentist, architect, engineer, landscape architect, real estate agent, insurance agent, or the studio of
an artist, musician or teacher, or the workroom of a dressmaker or milliner or photographer.
Development Schedule: A schedule showing the order and timing of construction and the sequence of the
improvements to be built or furnished in the Revitalization Area `B" site, separated into stages where applicable.
Height Regulations: Building height shall be limited as set forth in this Section and measured as set forth in the
State Building Code 780 CMR 101.0 et seq.
Open Space: Open Space is defined as an area of land containing no building or structure, or impervious material.
In the event that natural materials (i.e. brick, pavers, etc.) are used in the construction of walkways, courtyards,
patios, etc., allowing such surfaces to be pervious, the area of these surfaces can be credited toward the open
space requirement.
Regulations: The applicable rules and regulations of the Board of Appeals relative to special permits
and site plans. The Board of Appeals, as the Special Permit Granting- Authority, reserves
the right to modify and/or waive any and all requirements described in this Section.
Upland: Land without a wet area and not subject to flooding.
Wetlands: All land subject to the provisions of Massachusetts G.L. c. 131, ss. 40 and 40A and/or the Town's
Wetlands By-Law.
9.7.18 Priority Revitalization Area “B”; Scope of Authority. Revitalization Area "B" is an overlay zoning district. If
the landowner selects to file a development plan in conformance with the requirements of Revitalization Area "B",
the development shall conform to the objectives, standards and criteria specified by the Revitalization "B" overlay
zoning by-law. If the landowner selects to file a development plan in conformance with the requirements of
underlying zoning district, the development shall conform to the objectives, standards and criteria specified by the
underlying zoning district.
9.7.19 Priority Revitalization Area “B”; Special Permit Granting Authority. The Board of Appeals is hereby
designated as the Special Permit Granting Authority (SPGA) for all purposes in Revitalization Area "B". All special
permit applications shall conform to the standards and criteria of this Section and the Board of Appeals Rules and
Regulations ("Regulations") governing the administration of applications for special permits.
9.7.20 Priority Revitalization Area “B”; Applicability. In Revitalization Area "B", no building shall be constructed or
externally enlarged, and no use shall be expanded in ground area, or established in an existing building except in
conformity with a special permit issued by the Board of Appeals and a Site Development and Use Plan that bears
the endorsement of approval by the Board of Appeals. Requirements and Procedures for approval of such Site
Development and Use Plan shall be in accordance with Section 10.5 and this Section.
9.7.21 Priority Revitalization Area “B”; Special Permit Criteria. In addition to the specific criteria set forth in Section
10.4, the SPGA shall issue a special permit for development within the Revitalization Area "B" only after
consideration of the project's compliance with the following additional criteria:
1. Adequacy of the site in terms of the size of the proposed use(s);
2. Suitability of the site for the proposed use(s);

- 38 -

ANNUAL TOWN MEETING APRIL 30, 2012

3. Impact on traffic and pedestrian flow and safety;
4. Impact on the visual character of the neighborhood:
5. Adequacy of utilities, including sewage disposal, water supply and storm water drainage; and
6. Degree to which the proposed project complies with the goals of the Canton Center Revitalization Plan and the
provisions of this Section.
9.7.22 Priority Revitalization Area “B”; Specially Permitted Uses. Within Revitalization Area "B", the Board of
Appeals may issue a special permit for the following uses. No building or structure shall be designed, arranged or
constructed and no building, structure or land shall be used, in whole or in part, for any purpose other than for one
or more of the uses herein set forth as permissible by special permit.
1. Business and Professional offices.
2. All uses allowed by right in the underlying zoning district.
9.7.23 Priority Revitalization Area “B”; Standards.
1. Minimum Lot Size. The minimum lot size is 10,000 square feet of lot area. The lot must be a single, contiguous
site within the boundaries of Revitalization Area "B." No portion of a way or street, as defined by the by-law may
be included in computing the minimum required lot area.
2. Lot Coverage. No building shall be constructed so as to cover, together with any other building on the lot, more
than thirty (30%) percent of the lot area.
3. Minimum Lot Frontage and Access. Lots shall have a minimum of seventy-five feet (75') of continuous frontage.
Each means of ingress/egress shall have a continuous frontage of not less than seventy-five feet (75').
4. Density, Mix of Uses and Infrastructure Standards. Within a Revitalization Area "B" Development, no building or
structure shall be designed, arranged or constructed and no building, structure or land shall be used, in whole or in
part, which exceeds the densities, either individually or in combination, specified below.
a. No building shall be constructed so as to cover, together with any other building on the lot, more than thirty
percent (30%) of the lot area.
b. Two thousand (2,000) gross square feet of non-residential floor area per 10,000 sq. ft. of lot area or portion
thereof.
5. Infrastructure Standards. All utilities and services shall be placed underground. Private driveways servicing the
site shall be sized to adequately serve the intended vehicular and pedestrian traffic. Private driveways shall strive
to conform to the Rules and Regulations of the Canton Planning Board governing the subdivision of Land, the
Canton Department of Pubic Works Regulations regarding water, sewer and storm drainage, and any other
applicable regulation and/or standards of the town.
6. Setbacks and Yard Regulations for Buildings. No building shall be constructed so as to be nearer to the line of
any street than the "front yard setback requirements" or nearer to the sidelines of its lot than the "side yard
setback requirements" or nearer to the rear line of its lot than the "rear yard setback requirements" or on a lot that
does not comply with the lot width requirements specified below.
7. Lot Width Requirements: Each lot shall have a lot width of not less than one hundred feet (100') at the front
yard setback line and the rear yard setback line.
8. Front Yard Setback. Each lot shall have a front yard setback requirement of not less than thirty feet (30') and a
side yard setback requirement of not less than ten feet (10') from the nearest point on any exterior wall of the
building.
9. Rear Yard Setback. Each lot shall have a rear yard setback requirement of not less than thirty-five feet (35').
10. Height Regulations. No building shall be constructed to exceed the height of the underlying zoning or thirty-six
feet (36'), whichever is lower. Maximum building height shall be measured as set forth in the State Building Code
780 CMR 101.0 et seq.
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9.7.24 Priority Revitalization Area “B”; Open Space, Common Open Land and Buffers. At a minimum, each site
shall have thirty percent (30%) of its lot area designated as Open Space. Open Space is defined as an area of land
containing no building or structure or impervious material.
1. The proposed development is encouraged to have Common Open Space for use by the general public. The
Common Open Space shall have a shape, dimension, character and location suitable to assure its use for park or
open space purposes by the general public. Such Common Open Space may be provided as a condition for the
grant of a special permit pursuant to this Section authorizing an increase in the otherwise permissible density of
population or intensity of a particular use in a proposed development pursuant to the requirements of this Section.
2. Areas which shall be credited toward the Open Space requirement include
a. Side, rear and front yard setbacks.
b. Buffer areas.
c. The area of surfaces that use natural materials (i.e. brick, bluestone, etc.) in the construction of walkways,
courtyards, patios, etc.
d. Common Open Space.
9.7.25 Priority Revitalization Area “B”; Parking Requirements. In Revitalization Area "B", there shall be provided
and maintained improved off-street automobile parking in connection with the erection, establishment or increase
in units or dimensions of buildings, structures and uses, in the following amounts:
1. Nonresidential uses shall comply with the parking space requirements of the Zoning By-Law Section 6.1 OffStreet Parking.
2. Below grade structured automobile parking shall be permitted within the basements of buildings provided that
such "structured basement" automobile parking is exclusively reserved for motor vehicles of employees of the
development.
3. The parking spaces required shall be the sum of the requirement for the various individual uses, computed
separately in accordance with this Section. Parking spaces for one use shall not be considered as providing the
required parking spaces for any other use.
4. A change in the use of the premises or in the configuration of the building or lot subject to a special permit and
site development and use plan issued pursuant to this Section shall require the special permit holder to apply to
the Board of Appeals for a modification of the number of off street parking spaces required pursuant to such special
permit and plan if such change, alone or in combination with previous changes, would require an increase or
decrease of more than 10% in the number of off-street parking spaces required pursuant to this Section.
5. Off-street automobile parking spaces, to the extent required in this Section, shall be provided on the same lot or
premises with the parking generator.
6. Off-street parking facilities and connecting drives between such facilities and the street shall be designed to
insure the safety and convenience of persons traveling within or through the parking area, and between the
parking facility and the street. The provisions of Section 6.1 shall be considered the minimum criteria for evaluating
such design.
7. In addition to the requirement for automobile parking spaces there shall also be provided for each building or
group of buildings sufficient off-street loading space to insure that all loading operations take place off the public
way. Loading spaces and access drives leading to loading spaces shall be so designed that vehicles to be loaded or
unloaded are not required to maneuver in the public way to enter or leave the designated loading area. The
provisions of Section 6.2, Loading Areas, shall be considered the minimum criteria for evaluating such design.
9.7.26 Priority Revitalization Area “B”; Signs and Advertising Devices. The provisions of Section 6.3 are adopted for
the regulation and restriction of billboards, signs and other advertising devices within the Revitalization Area "B".
9.7.27Priority Revitalization Area “B”; Certified Acoustical Barriers. No activity or use shall be allowed which causes
exterior noise levels to exceed a day-night average sound level of 65 decibels at the lot line; no dwelling unit shall
be located where exterior noise levels exceed a day-night average sound level of 65 decibels; and no dwelling unit
shall be constructed which allows interior noise levels to exceed a day-night average sound level of 45 decibels.
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The day night average sound level (Ldn) is the 24-hour average sound level, in decibels, resulting from the
accumulation of noise from all sources contributing to the external noise environment of the site with 10 decibels
added to sound levels occurring from 10:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. The day-night average sound level shall be
determined in accordance with The Code of Federal Regulations, Title 24 Housing and Urban Development, Part 51
Environmental Criteria and Standards (24 CFR 51).
9.8 Performance Standards
The provisions of section 6.7 entitled Performance Standards shall apply to applications for special permit and/or
Site Plan Approval under both CCEOD Priority Revitalization Area “A” and CCEOD “B”.
Or take any other action in relation thereto.
Planning Board
FINANCE COMMITTEE MOTION:
MOVED:
That the subject matter of Article 14 be indefinitely postponed.
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:

8-1-0

PLANNING BOARD MOTION:
MOVED:
That the subject matter of Article 14 be indefinitely postponed.
PLANNING BOARD VOTE:

3-1-0

FINANCE COMMITTEE DISCUSSION:
The Finance Committee voted to postpone indefinitely this article
because the article did not appear ready at this time based on a discussion with the Planning Board. The Finance
Committee felt that eliminating the residential component helps the town financially.
PLANNING BOARD MAJORITY DISCUSSION:
The Planning Board majority felt this Article would not achieve
its intended purpose and would severely limit the goal of mixed use smart development under the CCEOD. The
original intent of the CCEOD was to encourage smart growth and development in Canton center. We have begun
the process of re-establishing the downtown area and this Article removes an important incentive with no
replacement or suggested alternatives. It is ineffective at achieving its goals and is not a solution to the problems
with the existing Article.
PLANNING BOARD MINORITY DISCUSSION:
Over the past few years, the CCEOD has become less about
developing business to support Canton’s needs and more about the increase in apartments that in fact goes against
the initial intent of the by-law. Proposals that only include apartments do nothing to protect “the health and
stability of the town” and generate little employment and tax revenue if any at all. The CCEOD was put in place to
encourage mixed-use development. However as of late, development lacks the vital component of commercial
business as well as few spots for open space or parks the center is currently severely lacking. This proposal will
allow the town needed time to ensure a proper proposal be brought before town meeting next year this will match
the purpose. Supporting this article is not final and the Planning Board will work over the next year to ensure the
final part is included in the warrant next year. The only action that will prevent such distortion of the CCEOD’s
purpose is to vote to approve this article as written.
APPROVED__________ DISAPPROVED__________

ARTICLE 15
AMEND ZONING BY-LAWS 8.6 FLEXIBLE DEVELOPMENT/REPLACE WITH OPEN SPACE RESIDENTIAL
DEVELOPMENT
Article 15
To see if the town will vote to amend the Zoning By-Laws by striking section 8.6 Flexible
Development and Replacing it with the following:
8.6 OPEN SPACE RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT
8.6.1 Purpose and Intent.

- 41 -

ANNUAL TOWN MEETING APRIL 30, 2012

The Primary Purposes for this bylaw are the following:
(1) To allow for greater flexibility and creativity in the design of residential developments;
(2) To encourage the permanent preservation of open space, agricultural land, forestry land, wildlife habitat, other
natural resources including aquifers, water bodies and wetlands, and historical and archaeological resources;
(3) To encourage a less sprawling and more efficient form of development that consumes less open land and
conforms to existing topography and natural features;
(4) To minimize the total amount of disturbance on the site;
(5) To further the goals and policies of the Town of Canton Master Plan;
(6) To facilitate the construction and maintenance of housing, streets, utilities, and public services in a more
economical and efficient manner.
The Secondary Purposes for this bylaw are the following:
(1) To preserve and enhance the community character;
(2) To protect and enhance the value of real property;
(3) To provide for a diversified housing stock;
(4) To provide affordable housing to persons of low and moderate income.
8.6.2 Definitions See Section 11 Open Space Residential Development
8.6.3. Authority
The Planning Board shall act as the Special Permit Granting Authority for OSRD applications. The Planning Board
shall adopt and from time to time amend rules relative to the issuance of such Special permits, and shall file a
copy of said rules in the office of the Town Clerk. Such Rules shall prescribe a size, form, contents, style and
number of copies of plans and specifications and the procedure for a submission and approval of such Special
Permits.
8.6.4. Applicability
A. Any Major Residential Development must be permitted by issuance of a Special Permit from the Planning Board
for either Conventional Development or OSRD in accordance with this bylaw. Applicants for a Major Residential
Development shall submit both a conventional plan and an OSRD plan in accordance with the applicable provisions
of this Bylaw.
B. Developments of four (4) lots or less may also apply for an ORSD Special Permit subject to the following criteria:
(1) Contiguous Parcels. To be eligible for consideration as an OSRD, the tract shall consist of a parcel or set of
contiguous parcels. The Planning Board may determine that two or more parcels separated by a road or other manmade feature are “contiguous” for the purpose of this section, if they will serve as a singular resource and
effectively satisfy the Purpose and Intent of this bylaw as listed in Section 8.6.1.
(2) Land Division. To be eligible for consideration as an OSRD, the tract may be a subdivision or a division of land
pursuant to G.L. c. 41, § 81P provided, however, an OSRD may also be permitted when the property is held in
condominium, cooperative ownership or other form where the property is not subdivided.
8.6.5. Application Procedure and Requirements
Applicants shall submit applications for an OSRD Special Permit in accordance with the Rules and Regulations
Governing Open Space Residential Design as adopted and amended by the Planning Board.
8.6.6. Design process.
At the time of the application for the Special Permit, in conformance with this Section 8.6 ., applicants are required
to demonstrate to the Planning Board that the following Design Process was performed by a multidisciplinary team
of which one member must be a certified Landscape Architect and considered in determining the layout of proposed
streets, house lots, unit placement if treated as a condominium, including designation of all common areas and
open space.
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A. Identifying Conservation Areas. Identify preservation land by two steps. First, Primary Conservation Areas (such
as wetlands, riverfront areas, and floodplains regulated by state or federal law) and Secondary Conservation Areas
(including unprotected elements of the natural landscape such as steep slopes, mature woodlands, prime farmland,
meadows, wildlife habitats and cultural features such as historic and archaeological sites and scenic views) shall be
identified and delineated. Second, the Potentially Developable Area shall consist of land outside identified Primary
and Secondary Conservation Areas.
B. Locating House Sites. Locate the approximate sites of individual houses within the Potentially Developable Area
and include the delineation of private yards and shared amenities, so as to reflect an integrated community.
C. Aligning the Streets and Trails. Align streets in order to access the house lots or units. Additionally, new trails
should be laid out to create internal and external connections to existing and/or potential future streets, sidewalks,
and trails.
D. Lot Lines. Draw in the lot lines using assumed lot lines if the ownership is in condominium, cooperative or other
similar form of common ownership.
8.6.7. Design Standards.
The following Generic and Site Specific Design Standards shall apply to all Sketch Plans for OSRD’s and shall
govern the development and design process:
A. Generic Design Standards.
(1) The landscape shall be preserved in its natural state, insofar as practicable, by minimizing tree and soil
removal. Any grade changes shall be in keeping with the general appearance of the neighboring developed areas.
The orientation of individual building sites shall be such as to maintain maximum natural topography and cover.
Topography, tree cover, surface water buffers, and natural drainage ways shall be treated as fixed determinants of
road and lot configuration rather than as malleable elements that can be changed to follow a preferred
development scheme.
(2) Streets shall be designed and located in such a manner as to maintain and preserve natural topography,
significant landmarks, and trees; to minimize cut and fill; and to preserve and enhance views and vistas on or off
the subject parcel.
(3) Mixed-use development shall be related harmoniously to the terrain and the use, scale, and architecture of
existing buildings in the vicinity that have functional or visual relationship to the proposed buildings.
(4) All open space (landscaped and usable) shall be designed to add to the visual amenities of the area by
maximizing its visibility for persons passing the site or overlooking it from nearby properties.
(5) The removal or disruption of historic, traditional or significant uses, structures, or architectural elements shall
be minimized insofar as practicable, whether these exist on the site or on adjacent properties.
B. Site Specific Design Standards.
(1) Mix of Housing Types. The OSRD may consist of any combination of single-family and two-family structures.
Multifamily structures of not more than four (4) units may also be permitted by the Planning Board if they serve
the purpose and intent of the OSRD Bylaw, as stated in Section 1.
(2) Parking. Each dwelling unit for single or two-family homes shall be served by two (2) off-street parking spaces.
Parking spaces in front of garages may count in this computation. For dwelling units with fewer than two bedrooms
AND in structures containing four or more units, the applicant shall provide one and a half (1.5) parking spaces per
unit. Calculations for parking spaces in these developments shall be rounded up to the nearest integer where
necessary. The Planning board may choose to modify these requirements during the review process in response to
conditions specific to an individual proposal.
(3) Drainage. The Planning Board shall encourage the use of Soft Stormwater
Management Techniques and other Low Impact Development techniques that reduce impervious surface and
enable infiltration where appropriate.
(4) Screening and Landscaping. All structural surface stormwater management facilities shall be accompanied by a
conceptual landscape plan.
(5) On-site Pedestrian and Bicycle Circulation. Walkways, trails and bicycle paths shall be provided to link
residences with recreation facilities (including parkland and open space) and adjacent land uses where appropriate.
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(6) Disturbed Areas. Every effort shall be made to minimize the area of disturbed areas on the tract. A disturbed
area is any land not left in its natural vegetated state.
7. Open space requirements.
A. Open Space Requirement. A minimum of thirty percent (30%) of the site shall be open space. The percentage of
this open space that can be wetland shall not exceed the percentage of wetland for the entire site under existing
conditions as shown on the Sketch Plan.
B. Description of Restriction on Open Space. Any proposed open space, unless conveyed to the Town or its
Conservation Commission, shall be subject to a permanent Conservation or Agricultural Preservation Restriction in
accordance with G.L. c. 184 § 31, approved by the Planning Board and Board of Selectmen/Town Counsel and
enforceable by the Town, conforming to the standards of the Massachusetts Executive Office of Environmental
Affairs, Division of Conservation Services, or Department of Agricultural Resources. Such land shall be perpetually
kept in an open state, shall be preserved exclusively for the purposes set forth herein, and shall be maintained in a
manner which will ensure its suitability for its intended purposes. Any proposed open space that does not qualify
for inclusion in a Conservation Restriction or Agricultural Preservation Restriction or that is rejected from inclusion
in these programs by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts shall be subject to a Restrictive Covenant, which shall
be approved by the Planning Board and Board of Selectmen/Town Counsel and enforceable by the Town.
(1) The open space shall be contiguous. Open Space will still be considered contiguous if it is separated by a
roadway or an accessory amenity. The Planning Board may waive this requirement for all or part of the required
open space where it is determined that allowing noncontiguous open space will promote the goals of this bylaw
and/or protect identified primary and secondary conservation areas.
(2) The open space shall be used for wildlife habitat and conservation and the following additional purposes:
historic preservation, outdoor education, passive recreation, aquifer protection, agriculture, horticulture, forestry, a
combination of these uses, and shall be served by suitable access for such purposes. The Planning Board may
permit a small portion of the open space to be paved or built upon for structures accessory to the dedicated use or
uses of such open space (i.e., pedestrian walks and bike paths) so long as it supports the primary and secondary
purposes of the OSRD and is consistent with state and local level environmental protections.
The open space shall have a shape, dimension, character and location suitable to assure its use for park,
recreation, conservation, or agricultural purposes by at least all the residents of the Flexible Residential
Development. Land considered by the Planning Board as marginal or unsuitable for building, such as, inaccessible
wetland and open water, steep slopes, highly eroded or poorly drained areas, areas of very shallow bedrock, or of
very high water table shall be included in the permanent open space; but no more than forty (40%) percent of the
required open land shall consist of such marginal or unbuildable areas.
Common open land may be used for passive and active residential recreational purposes such as swimming pools,
walking trails and tennis courts.
The Board may consult with the Conservation Commission and Building Commissioner to determine if land is
marginal or unbuildable.

(3) Wastewater and stormwater management systems serving the OSRD may be located within the open space.
Surface systems, such as retention and detention ponds, shall not qualify towards the minimum open space
required.
C. Ownership of the Open Space. The open space shall, at the Planning Board’s election, be conveyed to:
(1) The Town or its Conservation Commission;
(2) A nonprofit organization, the principal purpose of which is the conservation of open space and any of the
purposes for such open space set forth above;
(3) A corporation, homeowners association or trust owned jointly or in common by the owners of lots or units
within the OSRD. If such corporation or trust is utilized, ownership thereof shall pass with conveyance of the lots in
perpetuity. Maintenance of such open space and facilities shall be permanently guaranteed by such corporation or
trust which shall provide for mandatory assessments for maintenance expenses to each lot and unit. Each
individual deed, and the deed or trust or articles of incorporation, shall include provisions designed to effect these
provisions. Documents creating such homeowners association, trust or corporation shall be submitted to the
Planning Board for approval, and shall thereafter be recorded.
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(4) A private owner for agricultural, horticultural or forestry.
D. Maintenance of Open Space. In any case where open space is not conveyed to the Town, the Town shall be
granted an easement over such land sufficient to ensure its perpetual maintenance as conservation or recreation
land. Such easement shall provide that in the event the trust or other owner fails to maintain the open space in
reasonable condition, the Town may, after notice to the lot owners and public hearing, enter upon such land to
maintain it in order to prevent or abate a nuisance. The cost of such maintenance by the Town shall be assessed
against the properties within the development and/or to the owner of the open space. The Town may file a lien
against the lot or lots to ensure payment of such maintenance.

8.6.7. Dimensional Requirements.
All dimensions shall comply with the provisions of the lot dimensional regulations of this subsection.
Requirement
Minimum Lot Area (sq. ft.)
Minimum Lot Frontage (ft.)
Minimum Lot Width
Min. Lot Width Thru Building
Front Setback (ft.)
Side Yard (ft.)
Common Open Land
Rear Yard Setback
Max Lot Building Coverage

Residence B
10,000
50
50
60
30
25
20
25
11%

Residence A
20,000
50
50
70
30
25
20
25
8%

Residence AA
30,000
50
50
70
30
25
20
25
8%

8.6.8. Building Height
Maximum Height of Buildings. In all districts, no building shall be constructed to exceed the "Maximum Height"
specified as follows for the district in which said building is located:
The Maximum building height shall be 25 ft plus one foot for each additional 3 feet by which: (a) the setback
exceeds the required setback distance, or (b) the narrower side width, or (c) rear yard depth, whichever of the
three additional distances is the smallest; provided, however, the height shall not in any case exceed 35 feet.
.
Maximum building height shall be determined in accordance with the Massachusetts State Building Code.
1. When located on the ground, the maximum height of structure other than buildings, shall be the highest point
on the structure and shall not exceed the maximum height for buildings in feet as set forth in Section 4.3.1.
Structures may be located in a required front, rear or side yard provided the height of the structure is not greater
than its horizontal distance from the lot line, except that a fence or wall not greater than seven (7) feet in height
may be located on, or closer to a lot line than seven (7) feet.

8.6.9. Increases in Permissible Density.
The Planning Board may award a density bonus to increase the number of dwelling units beyond the Basic
Maximum Number for an OSRD Plan. The density bonus for the OSRD shall not, in the aggregate, exceed thirty
percent (30%) of the Basic Maximum Number. Computations shall be rounded down to the next whole number. A
density bonus may be awarded in the following circumstances:
A. For each additional ten percent (10%) of the site (over and above the required percentage) set aside as open
space, a bonus of five percent (5%) of the Basic Maximum Number may be awarded. Calculations shall be rounded
down to the nearest integer when determining this bonus.
B. For every one (1) dwelling units restricted in perpetuity to occupancy by Moderate-Income Households (up to a
maximum of 10% of the basic maximum number), one (1) market rate dwelling units may be added to the Basic
Maximum Number. Affordable housing units may be used toward density bonuses only if they can be counted
toward the Town’s affordable housing inventory as determined by the Massachusetts Department of Housing and
Community Development. The applicant shall provide documentation demonstrating that the unit(s) shall count
toward the community’s affordable housing inventory to the satisfaction of the Planning Board.
C. For every historic structure preserved and subject to a historic preservation restriction, one (1) dwelling unit
may be added to the Basic Maximum Number.
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8.6.10. Decision of the Planning Board.
A. Criteria for Approval. The Planning Board will review all data and hold a public hearing in accordance with
M.G.L.c.40A, section 9. Prior to the close of the public hearing, the Planning Board shall recommend the
development plan (either the Yield Plan showing Conventional Development or the Sketch Plan showing OSRD),
that it considers the most beneficial to the Town. Within seven days, the Applicant shall then elect which plan he
wishes to pursue and communicate this choice in writing to the Board, prior to the close of public hearing. The
Board may approve such Plan with or without conditions. The Board shall disapprove both plans only if it finds that
either the Conventional Development (Yield Plan) of OSRD Development (Sketch Plan) is not a good faith design,
or that the Plan that the Applicant elects to pursue does not conform to the requirements of the Bylaw. The Board
may grant a Special Permit for an OSRD if it determines that the proposed OSRD has less detrimental impact on
the tract than a conventional subdivision of the property and finds that the following eight (8) factors are present:
(1) That the OSRD achieves greater flexibility and creativity in the design of residential or unit developments than
a conventional plan;
(2) That the OSRD promotes permanent preservation of open space, agricultural land, forestry land, other natural
resources including water bodies and wetlands, and historical and archaeological resources;
(3) That the OSRD promotes a less sprawling and more efficient form of development that consumes less open
land and conforms to existing topography and natural features better than a conventional subdivision;
(4) That the OSRD reduces the total amount of disturbance on the site;
(5) That the OSRD furthers the goals and policies of existing community planning documents including, but not
limited to, the Town’s Local Comprehensive Plan, Open Space and Recreation Plan, Planned Production Strategy for
Affordable Housing and Executive Order 418 Community Development Plan;
(6) That the OSRD facilitates the construction and maintenance of streets, utilities, and public services in a more
economical and efficient manner;
(7) That the Concept Plan and its supporting narrative documentation complies with all applicable sections of this
zoning bylaw.
(8) That the proposed design does not create undo risk to public health, safety and welfare.
B. Relationship between Concept Plan and Definitive Subdivision Plan. Any Special permit for a Major Residential
Development or any Special Permit for OSRD that is granted a Special Permit and shows a subdivision must be
followed by the submittal of a Definitive Subdivision plan in accordance with the Subdivision Rules and Regulations
of the Town. The OSRD Special Permit shall be reconsidered if there is substantial variation between the Definitive
Subdivision Plan and the Concept Plan. If the Planning Board finds that a substantial variation exists, it shall hold a
public hearing on the modifications to the Concept Plan. A substantial variation shall be any of the following:
(1) An increase in the number of building lots and/or units;
(2) A significant decrease in the open space acreage;
(3) A significant change in the lot layout or unit placement;
(4) A significant change in the general development pattern which adversely affects natural landscape features and
open space preservation;
(5) Significant changes to the stormwater management facilities; and/or
(6) Significant changes in the wastewater management systems.
8.6.11. Severability.
If any provision of this bylaw is held invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, the remainder of the bylaw shall
not be affected thereby.
And to amend Section 11 by striking “Flexible Development” and inserting the following in its place:
Basic Maximum Number – The number of units that would be allowed on a site using the standard Zoning Bylaw
Provisions and/or Subdivision Rules and Regulations as determined by a Yield Plan.
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Hard Stormwater Management Techniques – Structural stormwater management techniques including, but not
limited to, catch basins, subsurface piping, stormwater inlets, and subsurface leaching facilities. These techniques
generally require heavy infrastructure and often result in significant alteration of the site hydrology.
Low-Income Household – Households in the “Very Low Income” affordability range as published annually by the
Department of Housing and Urban Development. Although this figure is generally considered to be 50% of the Area
Median Income (AMI), this calculation may vary depending on the subsidy program applied to the unit.
Major Residential Development-Any new development that will create more than four (4) residential lots
Moderate Income Household –households in the “Low Income” affordability range as published annually by the
Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD). Although this figure is generally considered to be 80% of
the Area Median Income (AMI), this calculation may vary depending on the subsidy program applied to the unit.
Soft Stormwater Management Techniques – Non-structural stormwater management techniques that use passive
surface pre-treatment of stormwater in conjunction with decentralized recharge to achieve a low-impact design
that attempts to mimic pre development hydrologic conditions to the greatest practicable extent.
Or take any other action in relation thereto.
Planning Board

FINANCE COMMITTEE MOTION:
MOVED:
That the subject matter of Article 15 be deferred to the Planning Board.
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:

7-0-0

PLANNING BOARD MOTION:
MOVED:
That the Article be withdrawn by the proponents without consideration, without
prejudice and without unfavorable action thereon pursuant to M.G.L. c.40A, Section 5.
PLANNING BOARD VOTE:

3-1-0

FINANCE COMMITTEE DISCUSSION:
The Planning Board indicated that it had voted to withdraw Article 15
at the Town Meeting. Thus it was voted by the Finance Committee to defer to the Planning Board without further
discussion.
PLANNING BOARD DISCUSSION:
The Planning Board decided this article as written was not ready to be
presented to voters and needed to be more carefully considered before it was presented.
APPROVED__________ DISAPPROVED__________

ARTICLE 16
AMEND ZONING BY-LAWS 8.5 - CARRIAGE HOUSE
Article 16 To see if the town will vote to amend the Zoning By-Laws by Striking the current Section 8.5 and
replacing it with the following:
8.5

CARRIAGE HOUSE

In Any Residential District, the Board of Appeals may allow by special permit, the conversion of any
accessory structure, such as a barn, carriage house or other such building that predates the adoption of
Zoning Regulations by the Town of Canton in 1937, into a separate dwelling unit. All of the following
conditions must be met for the Board of Appeals to issue a Special Permit:
1.
No exterior enlargement in footprint or height of eaves or roof ridges may be permitted.
Essentially the structure must contain the same cubic volume pre and post conversion.
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2.
Exterior change to fenestration or doors must be designed to imitate the original use of the
structure, and to conceal the converted use.
3.

A dwelling unit created under this section of the By Laws shall be limited to 2 (two) bedrooms.

4.
No more than 1 (one) additional dwelling unit may be created per lot under this section of the
bylaw irrespective of how may eligible accessory structures may exist on a lot.
5.

The lot area of the affected lot shall meet the following minimum criteria:
a.
Residential C and General Residence Zone – 15,000 sq. ft.
b.
Residential B Zone – 20,000 sq. ft.
c.
Residential A Zone – 30,000 sq. ft.
d.
Residential AA Zone – 45,000 sq. ft.

6.
Approval shall be obtained from the Board of Health, Sewer and Water Department and
Conservation Commission and other Boards, as required.
7.
There shall be provided at least two off-street parking spaces for the principal dwelling unit and
at least one off-street parking space per bedroom for the carriage house. In order to maintain the
appearance of a single-family neighborhood all parking spaces on the lot shall be subject further to the
following conditions and requirements:
a.
Each parking space and the driveway leading thereto shall be bituminous concrete
paving or other approved surface.
b.
space.

No motor vehicles shall be regularly parked on the premises other than in such a parking

c.
Where there are more than two outdoor parking spaces, there shall be provided suitable
screening with evergreen or dense deciduous plantings, walls, fence or a combination thereof in
the area between the parking spaces and the nearest side lot line and, if the parking space is in
the front yard parallel to the street, in the area between the parking space and the front lot line.
Screening shall be sufficient to minimize the visual impact on abutters and to maintain the singlefamily appearance of the neighborhood.
Or take any other action in relation thereto.
Planning Board
FINANCE COMMITTEE MOTION:
MOVED:
That the subject matter of Article 16 be deferred to the Planning Board.
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:

7-0-0

PLANNING BOARD MOTION:
MOVED:
That the Zoning By-Laws be Amended by deleting Section 8.5 Carriage House and
Inserting a new Section 8.5 Carriage House as follows:
8.5
CARRIAGE HOUSE
In Any Residential District, the Board of Appeals may allow by special permit, the conversion of
any accessory structure, such as a barn, carriage house or other such building that predates
the adoption of Zoning Regulations by the Town of Canton in 1937, into a separate dwelling
unit. All of the following conditions must be met for the Board of Appeals to issue a Special
Permit:
1. No exterior enlargement in footprint or height of eaves or roof ridges may be
permitted. Essentially the structure must contain the same cubic volume pre and post
conversion.
2. Exterior change to fenestration or doors must be designed to imitate the original use of
the structure, and to conceal the converted use.
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3. A dwelling unit created under this section of the By Laws shall be limited to 2 (two)
bedrooms.
4. No more than 1 (one) additional dwelling unit may be created per lot under this section
of the bylaw irrespective of how may eligible accessory structures may exist on a lot.
5.

The lot
a.
b.
c.
d.

area of the affected lot shall meet the following minimum criteria:
Residential C and General Residence Zone – 15,000 sq. ft.
Residential B Zone – 20,000 sq. ft.
Residential A Zone – 30,000 sq. ft.
Residential AA Zone – 45,000 sq. ft.

6. Approval shall be obtained from the Board of Health, Sewer and Water Department and
Conservation Commission and other Boards, as required.
7. There shall be provided at least two off-street parking spaces for the principal dwelling
unit and at least one off-street parking space for the carriage house per bedroom. In order
to maintain the appearance of a single-family neighborhood all parking spaces on the lot
shall be subject further to the following conditions and requirements:
a. Each parking space and the driveway leading thereto shall be bituminous
concrete paving or other approved surface.
b. No motor vehicles shall be regularly parked on the premises other than in such
a parking space.
c. Where there are more than two outdoor parking spaces, there shall be provided
suitable screening with evergreen or dense deciduous plantings, walls, fence or a
combination thereof in the area between the parking spaces and the nearest side
lot line and, if the parking space is in the front yard parallel to the street, in the
area between the parking space and the front lot line. Screening shall be sufficient
to minimize the visual impact on abutters and to maintain the single-family
appearance of the neighborhood.
PLANNING BOARD VOTE:

4-0-0

FINANCE COMMITTEE DISCUSSION:
Currently, the Zoning By-Law for conversion of a barn/carriage house
into residential units is very broad and allows for multifamily and/or unlimited number of bedrooms, which could
have a detrimental impact on Town finances. The purpose of this article is to clarify the zoning requirements for
the conversion and close the ambiguous loopholes surrounding the occupancy density of the units. The Finance
Committee voted 7-0-0 to defer this to the Planning Board as this article has very little financial implications to the
Town.
PLANNING BOARD DISCUSSION:
The Planning Board voted 4-0-0 to send a favorable recommendation
to Annual Town Meeting for the Article as written herein. The Planning Board unanimously supports the inclusion
of Section 8.5 Carriage House as moved as it provides necessary guidance and clarification regarding the usage of
Carriage Houses as dwelling units.
APPROVED__________ DISAPPROVED__________

ARTICLE 17
AMEND ZONING BY-LAW 10.3.1 – ESTABLISHMENT OF PLANNING BOARD
Article 17 To see if the town will vote to strike out section 10.3.1 of the Zoning By-Law
10.3.1 Establishment. Need something from the charter or general by laws.
And replace it with the following language:
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10.3.1 Establishment. The Planning Board is established under previously adopted sections 81A through 81GG of
Chapter 41 of the Massachusetts General Laws as well as Article XII Section I of the General By Laws of the Town
of Canton.
Or take any other action in relation thereto.
Planning Board
FINANCE COMMITTEE MOTION:
MOVED:
That the subject matter of Article 17 be deferred to the Planning Board.
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:

7-0-0

PLANNING BOARD MOTION:
MOVED:
That section 10.3.1 of the Zoning By-Laws be amended by striking the following
10.3.1 Establishment. Need something from the charter or general by laws.
And replace it with the following language:
10.3.1 Establishment. The Planning Board is established under previously adopted sections 81A
through 81GG of Chapter 41 of the Massachusetts General Laws as well as Article XII Section I of the
General By Laws of the Town of Canton.
PLANNING BOARD VOTE:

3-0-0

FINANCE COMMITTEE DISCUSSION:
The Finance Committee voted to defer this article to the Planning
Board for discussion at the 2012 ATM. The existing by-law language is merely an instructional placeholder that
should have been replaced with the proper language when the Zoning By-Laws were accepted and codified last
year.
PLANNING BOARD DISCUSSION:
The Planning Board voted unanimously to support this Article as it is a
replacement of a placeholder that was erroneously included in the re-codification last year. This simply establishes
the authority of Planning Board under Mass General Laws
APPROVED__________ DISAPPROVED__________

ARTICLE 18
AMEND ZONING BY-LAW SECTION 11.0 BY STRIKING LAST WORDS
Article 18 To see if the town will vote to strike out the following words from Section 11.0 of the Zoning By-Law:
“OR WHAT IT WILL DO IN RELATION THERETO.”
Or take any other action in relation thereto.
Planning Board
FINANCE COMMITTEE MOTION:
MOVED:
That the subject matter of Article 18 be deferred to the Planning Board.
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:

7-0-0

PLANNING BOARD MOTION:
MOVED:
That the Zoning By-Laws be amended by striking from Section 11.0 the following
words: “OR WHAT IT WILL DO IN RELATION THERETO.”
PLANNING BOARD VOTE:

- 50 -

3-0-0

ANNUAL TOWN MEETING APRIL 30, 2012

FINANCE COMMITTEE DISCUSSION:
The Finance Committee voted unanimously to defer this article to the
Planning Board. This is an additional housekeeping item from the recodification and has no financial impact to the
Town.
PLANNING BOARD DISCUSSION:
The Planning Board voted unanimously to support this Article as it
removes unnecessary language that was included erroneously in the re-codification.

APPROVED__________ DISAPPROVED__________

ARTICLE 19
AMEND ZONING BY-LAW BY REVISING CURRENT NUMBERING OF SECOND SECTION 6.3 “LANDSCAPING
AND SCREENING”
Article 19 To see if the Town will vote to amend the Zoning By-laws by revising the current numbering of the
second Section 6.3 entitled “Landscaping and Screening” and subsequent Sections and Sub-Sections so it shall
read as follows:
6.4

LANDSCAPING AND SCREENING

6.4.1 Purpose. The purpose of this Section is to reduce soil erosion and storm water runoff; to improve the
microclimate of parking lots; to provide visual buffers, and to enhance and preserve the visual character of the site
and the community.
6.4.2 Applicability. Landscaping Areas for parking lots shall be provided in accordance with Section 6.1.11 and
the Planning Board's current "Landscape Procedures and Standards". Applicants should strive to provide
landscaped areas in excess of the standards specified in Section 6.1.11.
6.4.3 Maintenance of Landscape Area. To ensure the implementation and long-term maintenance of
landscaping plans and requirements, the Town shall require one or more of the following:
1. Applicants watering schedule and maintenance schedule for the first year after project acceptance.
2. A 2-year guarantee on all new plant material. If any required tree or shrub dies within this period of
item, it shall be replaced.
3. The applicant may be required to post surety in the form of either cash, bond of deposit, or covenant
running with the land conditioned upon satisfactory implementation of the landscape work.
6.4.4 Landscape Procedures and Standards. The Planning Board shall adopt reasonable landscape procedures
and standards for site landscaping. The procedures and standards shall be adopted by majority vote of the
Planning Board after a duly constituted public hearing. The landscape procedures and standards will be in full force
and effect upon adoption by the Planning Board.
6.4.5 Fencing. Fencing may be allowed in lieu or in conjunction with plantings. Design and height of such
fencing, with accompanying landscaping, shall be subject to the approval of the Zoning Board of Appeals.
6.4.6 Retaining Walls. Retaining walls shall be constructed to a maximum height of six (6) feet. If site
conditions require elevation changes of greater than six (6) feet, retaining walls shall be terraced and landscaped.
Retaining walls facing residential districts shall be solid fieldstone or fieldstone veneer or other similar material.
Unless used within the Industrial Districts, vertical cast in place concrete or concrete blocks shall not be permitted.
6.4.6 Berms. The Zoning Board of Appeals may require a berm or berms in appropriate circumstances to
promote the goals of this section..
6.4.7 Unsightly Uses and Areas. Exposed storage areas, refuse disposal facilities, machinery, service areas,
truck loading areas, utility buildings and structures and other unsightly uses shall be screened from view from
neighboring properties and streets using dense, hardy evergreen plantings, or earthen berms, or wall or tight fence
complemented by evergreen plantings.
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6.4.8 Maintenance. All landscaping features, structures and areas shall be properly maintained. Dead shrubs or
trees shall be replaced within one growing season as a condition of approval.
6.4.8 Special Permit. By special permit, the Zoning Board of Appeals may authorize a reduction in the
requirements of this section, where such reduction will not result in substantial detriment.

6.5

ENCLOSURE

6.5.1 Business and Limited Industrial District. In a Business District and in a Limited Industrial District, all
uses permitted as of right or permissible on special permit, and all uses accessory thereto, shall be conducted
within a completely enclosed building, except the following:
1. Uses permitted as of right or permissible on special permit in any General Residence District.
2. The dispensing of food, beverages or goods at a drive-in or stand, where authorized.
3. Accessory outdoor dining area where authorized.
4. The dispensing of fuel, lubricants or fluids at a garage or service station, where authorized.
5. Plants growing in the soil.
6. Automobile parking lots.
7. Exterior signs, as hereinafter permitted.
8. Exterior lights, as hereinafter regulated.
9. The open display or storage of goods, products, materials or equipment, where accessory to a
permitted main use conducted in a completely enclosed building on the same premises, subject to the
condition that the total ground area devoted to such open use does not exceed twenty-five (25) percent of
the ground area covered by said building. In a Limited Industrial District only, such open display or
storage shall, if visible at normal eye level from any point beyond the boundaries of the lot and less than
five hundred (500) feet distant, be completely screened from such view by wall, fences, or landscaping.
6.5.2 Industrial District. In an Industrial District, all uses permitted as of right or permissible on special permit
may be conducted within or without a completely enclosed building, but excluding outside storage required to have
a special permit.
6.5.3 Junk in Nonresidential Districts. In all Non-Residential Districts, the open storage of "Junk" as herein
defined (whether as a main use, where authorized, or as an accessory to a main use) shall, if visible at normal eye
level from any point beyond the boundaries of the lot and less than five hundred (500) feet distant, be completely
screened from such view by walls, fences or landscaping.
6.6

GREENBELTS IN LIMITED INDUSTRIAL DISTRICTS AND INDUSTRIAL DISTRICTS

6.6.1 General. In a Limited Industrial District and in an Industrial District where a lot used for a purpose not
permitted in any Residential District abuts or extends into a Residential District, or abuts another lot which has
frontage only in a Residential District or which extends from a Residential District into a Limited Industrial District
or an Industrial District by less than fifty (50) feet, there shall be provided a "Greenbelt" along the particular
portions of the lot which are next to such Residential District or such abutting lot. Such "Greenbelt" shall consist of
an area of not less than twenty-five (25) feet in width containing a dense planting of trees and shrubs to provide
within such area a natural barrier between the lot and the adjacent premises having an effective height of not less
than seven (7) feet; provided that if the Board of Appeals determines that such "Greenbelt" will create a traffic
hazard it may grant an exception to the requirements of this paragraph to the extent it determines is necessary to
alleviate such traffic hazard.
6.7

PERFORMANCE STANDARDS

6.7.1 General. The following standards shall apply to applications for special permits or for site plan approval for
nonresidential use.
6.7.2 Lighting. The proposed development shall not produce lighting so as to unreasonably interfere with the use
and enjoyment of property within the Town. Lighting practices and systems shall (I) reduce light pollution, light
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trespass and glare in order to preserve and enhance the natural, scenic, and aesthetic qualities of the Town; (ii)
conserve energy and decrease lighting cost without decreasing night time safety, security, and productivity, and
(iii) preserve the night sky as a natural resource to enhance nighttime enjoyment of property within the Town.
1. Shielding. All outdoor light fixtures shall be shielded so as to meet the goals of this Section.
2. Light Trespass. Direct light from the light source is to be confined within the property boundaries and
shall not cause overspill on adjacent property or into the night sky. Light trespass shall be limited to 0.25
foot-candles at the property line. Light fixtures shall enclose and shield light sources such that no point
sources of light are visible from off-site locations and no light shall project above horizontal.
3. Light Intensity. Outdoor lighting shall be designed to provide the minimum intensity needed at any
particular time. Design illumination levels shall be comparable to the minimum requirements of the
Illuminating Engineering Society of North America (IESNA) for each land use, except that higher
illumination levels shall be provided at on-site intersections and site entrances and in other locations
dictated by traffic safety concerns.
4. Illuminated Surfaces. Preferred surfacing for lighted areas shall be of materials such as blacktop
which reflect a relatively small fraction of incident light. Parking area lighting shall be reduced or
eliminated outside business hours. The Zoning Board of Appeals may require electrical controls for
parking lots which support pre-timed shut off for specific unused areas to reduce the glare from lighting.
5. Searchlights. The operation of laser shows or searchlights for advertising purposes is prohibited;
provided however, that same may be authorized for a period of not more than fourteen days by special
permit issued by the Zoning Board of Appeals.
6. Sodium Vapor or Metal Halide Lighting. No outdoor light fixtures using sodium vapor or metal halide
lamp or lamps shall be allowed unless specifically authorized.
7. Outdoor Signs. Outdoor light fixtures used to illuminate an outdoor sign shall be mounted on top of the
sign structure and shall direct light downward or otherwise restricted to prevent up-light and light
trespass.
8. Flickering and Flashing Lights.

No flickering or flashing lights shall be permitted.

9. Height of Fixtures. Luminaires attached to a building for area lighting shall be mounted no higher than
fifteen (15) feet above grade. Pole mounted exterior lighting fixture types shall be mounted no higher
than 20 feet above grade.
10. Hours of Operation. Except as may be deemed appropriate for site safety or security, all external
lighting, including lighting accessory to authorized signs, shall be extinguished or shall provide reduced
illumination levels one half hour after the facility is closed for the business day. Such lighting may be pretimed to resume one half hour prior to the arrival of the first employee on the premises.
6.7.3 Noise. The proposed development shall not unreasonably interfere with the reasonable use and enjoyment
of property within the Town as a result of the generation of noise. Practices and systems shall (I) reduce noise
pollution in order to preserve and enhance the natural and aesthetic qualities of the Town; (ii) preserve property
values; and (iii) preserve neighborhood character.
1. Hours of Operation. As a condition of any special permit, the Zoning Board of Appeals may incorporate
the following conditions regarding hours of operation:
a. The loading, unloading, opening, closing or other handling of boxes, crates, containers,
building materials, or other objects or materials for sale or storage or use and the collection of
garbage or trash including dumpster change out in a manner that causes a condition of noise
pollution at any time but most specifically between the hours of eight post meridian (8:00 P.M.)
and seven ante meridian (7:00 A.M.) across a real property boundary in any district established
under the Zoning By-law.
b. Operating or permitting the operation of tools or equipment used in construction, drilling or
demolition work between the hours of eight post meridian (8:00 P.M.) and seven ante meridian
(7:00 A.M.) on week days or at any time on Sundays or Holidays so that the sound creates a
condition of noise pollution across a real property boundary.
c. The operation of heavy earth moving equipment shall comply with the
Town’s General By-laws.
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d. All rooftop mechanical equipment shall be screened and accoustially
buffered.
2. Ambient Noise Level. No person shall operate or cause to be operated any source of sound in a
manner that creates a sound level which exceeds 10 dBA above ambient or exceeds 65 Ldn total for
residential receptors or exceeds 75 Ldn total for nonresidential receptors when measured at the property
boundary of the receiving land use.
6.7.4 Stormwater Management. The proposed development shall include adequate provisions or measures to
prevent pollution of surface or groundwater, minimize erosion and sedimentation, prevent changes in groundwater
levels, increased run-off, and potential for flooding, and minimize adverse impacts to neighboring properties by
flooding from excessive run-off.
1. Consistency with the Massachusetts Stormwater Management Regulations. All development shall
comply with the DEP’s Stormwater Management Regulations to ensure that the peak rate of surface water
run-off from the site shall not be increased nor degraded in quality after construction.
2. The on-site water stormwater management system shall comply with requirements of the Planning
Board’s “Rules and Regulations Governing the Subdivision of Land”, with all regulations and standards of
Canton Department of Public Works, and with standard engineering practice. In case of conflict among
the aforesaid and the DEP Stormwater Management Regulations, the more restrictive shall govern.
3. Dry Wells. Dry wells shall be used only where other methods are unfeasible and shall require oil,
grease, and sediment traps to facilitate removal of contaminants.
4. Conservation Commission. Where applicable, no special permit shall be issued unless a report shall
have been received from the Conservation Commission or the Zoning Board agent that the storm
drainage system is consistent with DEP Stormwater Management Regulations and that there is sufficient
storm drainage capacity to meet the flow demands of the proposed development on-site, and where
applicable, without causing surcharge in those storm drainage lines which serve the project and are
consistent with the standards of the Town.
5. Temporary Measures. During the construction phase, temporary diversions, berms, grassed
waterways, special culverts, shoulder dikes temporary stilling or detention/retention basins or such other
mechanical measures as may be necessary may be required by the Board to intercept and divert surface
water runoff. Runoff flow shall not be routed through resource areas of protected vegetation or
revegetated slopes and other areas. Temporary runoff from erosion and sedimentation controls shall be
directed according to BMPs, such as vegetated swales. Retaining walls may be required where side slopes
are steeper than a ratio of 3:1.
6. Erosion and Sedimentation Control. During the construction phase, erosion and sedimentation controls
shall be provided and continuously adjusted and maintained throughout the course of construction to
preclude damage to resource areas, adjacent properties, and pubic ways in accordance with the DEP
Stormwater Regulations. Topsoil and loam storage areas shall also be subject to these standards.
6.7.5 Site Development Standards. To the extent practicable, the proposed development shall be located to
preserve and enhance the natural features of the site, to avoid disturbances of environmentally sensitive areas, to
minimize adverse impacts of development on adjoining properties, to minimize the alteration of the natural
features of the site and to preserve and enhance scenic points, historic buildings and places and similar community
assets which add value and attractiveness to the subdivision and the Town.
1. Land Disturbance. Site/building design shall preserve natural topography outside of the development
footprint to reduce unnecessary land disturbance and to preserve natural drainage on the site.
2. Replication. Clearing of vegetation and alteration of topography shall be replicated with native
vegetation planted in disturbed areas as needed to enhance or restore wildlife habitat, if any.
3. Clearing for Utility Trenching. Clearing for utility trenching shall be limited to the minimum area
necessary to maneuver a backhoe or other construction equipment. Roots should be cut cleanly rather
than pulled or ripped out during utility trenching. Tunneling for utilities installation should be utilized
wherever feasible to protect root systems of trees.
4. Site Design.
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a. Placement of buildings, structures, or parking facilities shall not detract from the site's scenic
qualities and shall blend with the natural landscape.
b. Building sites shall be directed away from the crest of hills, and foundations shall be
constructed to reflect the natural terrain.
c. Sites shall be designed in such a way as to avoid impacts to rare and endangered species and
wildlife habitat on a site, and to maintain contiguous forested areas.
5. Archeological or Historical Resources. The applicant shall comply with the regulations of the Canton
Historical Commission and/or the Massachusetts Historical Commission.
6. Preservation of Existing Vegetation. Priority shall be given to the preservation of existing stands of
trees, trees at site perimeter, contiguous vegetation with adjacent sites (particularly existing sites
protected through conservation restrictions), and specimen trees.
a. Understory vegetation beneath the dripline of preserved trees shall be retained in an
undisturbed state.
b. During clearing and/or construction activities, all vegetation to be retained shall be
surrounded by temporary protective fencing or other measures before any clearing or grading
occurs, and maintained until all construction work is completed and the site is cleaned up.
Barriers shall be large enough to encompass the essential root zone of all vegetation to be
protected. All vegetation within the protective fencing shall be retained in an undisturbed state.
7. Limit of Clearing. Development envelopes for structures, driveways, wastewater disposal, lawn areas
and utility work shall be designated to limit clearing and grading.
a. During clearing and/or construction activities, the limit of work line shall be marked by
temporary protective fencing or other measures before any clearing or grading occurs, and
maintained until all construction work is completed and the site is cleaned up. Area beyond the
limit of work shall be retained in an undisturbed state.
b. In order to minimize the clearing and grading on a site associated with construction activities
such as parking of construction vehicles, offices/trailers, stockpiling of equipment/materials, such
activities may be limited to areas already planned for permanent structures.
c. Topsoil shall not be stockpiled in areas of protected trees, wetlands, and/or their vegetated
buffers.
8. Finished Grade. Finished grades should be limited to no greater than a 2:1 slope, while preserving,
matching, or blending with the natural contours and undulations of the land to the greatest extent
possible. Finished grade shall be no higher than the trunk flare(s) of trees to be retained. The design of
grade changes at the base of existing large trees shall be subject to the approval of the Zoning Board of
Appeals or its agent.
9. Phasing of Development. The Zoning Board of Appeals may limit the extent of a site exposed at any
one time through phasing of construction operations. Effective sequencing shall occur within the
boundaries of natural drainage areas.
10. Revegetation. Proper revegetation techniques shall be employed during construction using native
plant species, proper seed bed preparation, fertilizer and mulching to protect germinating plants.
Revegetation shall occur on cleared sites within 7 (seven) calendar days of final grading and shall occur
during the planting season appropriate to the selected plant species.
11. Topsoil. A minimum of 6" of topsoil shall be placed on all disturbed surfaces which are proposed to
be planted.
6.7.6 Pedestrian and Vehicular Access; Traffic Management The proposed development and/or
redevelopment shall be designed with a forecast for the next five years from the time of application to (i) minimize
hazards to public health and safety as a result of traffic; (ii) provide safe access and circulation on the site for
expected vehicles, pedestrians, and emergency vehicles; (iii) provide off-site traffic mitigation, where required, to
offset the impact of the development; (iv) reduce the traffic impacts of the proposed development on the area and
the Town by incorporating traffic management devices; and (v) minimize the impact on scenic roads, historic
districts, natural resources, and community character. The Development shall not degrade safety for pedestrians,
bicyclists, motor vehicle occupants, or property.
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1. Access.
To the extent feasible, access to nonresidential uses and structures shall be provided via
one of the following (i) Access via a common driveway serving adjacent lots or premises; (ii) Access via an
existing side street; (iii) Access via a cul-de-sac or loop road shared by adjacent lots or premises.
a. Access via roadways abutting residential districts shall be avoided where possible.
b. Access and egress to a development with frontage on more than one street shall be in a
manner that causes the least impact to the surrounding neighborhoods as determined by the
Board.
2. Driveways. Each development shall be served by an adequate driveway.
a. The Board may, in certain circumstances, allow additional driveways as a condition of
approval where the access is shared or the project has frontage on two separate streets. The
aforesaid not withstanding, larger developments shall provide at least two means of access to the
public roadway system of the Town, one of which may be restricted to emergency vehicle use.
b. All driveways shall be designed to afford adequate sight distance to pedestrians, bicyclists,
and motorists exiting to public ways. Improvements may be required on the public way for
vehicular turning movements in or out of the site and safe pedestrian access to adjoining
sidewalks, paths, walking trails or bikeways.
c. Driveways shall comply with the pavement and base thicknesses required by the Planning
Board’s “Rules and Regulations Governing the Subdivision of Land” for “Residential Streets.”
Vertical faced precast concrete curb or vertical faced granite curb shall be provided along the
edge of pavement.
3. Curb Cuts. Curb cuts shall be limited to the minimum width for safe entering and exiting, and shall in
no case exceed 24 feet in width unless waived by the Board for industrial truck traffic. The location of
driveway openings in relation to traffic and to adjacent streets shall provide for the convenience and
safety of vehicular and pedestrian movement within the site. The number of curb cuts on state and local
roads shall be minimized.
4. Interior Circulation. The proposed development shall assure safe interior circulation within its site by
separating pedestrian, bike ways, and vehicular traffic.
5. Transportation Plan Approval. The proposed development shall be subject to Transportation Plan
approval by the Board. The Transportation Plan shall consist of the following information:
a. A plan showing the proposed parking, loading, and traffic circulation within the site; access
and egress points; and other features related to traffic generated by the proposed use.
b. A traffic study, prepared by a qualified traffic engineer, detailing the excepted traffic impacts.
For proposed development in excess of 25,000 gross square feet or generating more than 100
trips in any one hour, determined in accordance with the Institute of Transportation Engineers,
Trip Generation, an ITE Informational Report, Eighth Edition, Volumes 1 through 3, © 2008
Institute of Transportation Engineers, the required traffic study shall substantially conform to the
Institute of Transportation Engineers’ "Traffic Access and Impact Studies for Site Development: A
Recommended Practice," latest edition. The Board shall approve the geographic scope and
content of the study. In addition, the applicant shall submit a Transportation Demand
Management (TDM) plan tailored to the specific uses and the geographic location of the site.
c. Proposed mitigation measures, if any, such as left-turn lanes, roadway widening, signage,
signalization of intersections.
d. For proposed development in excess of 25,000 gross square feet or generating more than 100
trips in any one hour, the applicant shall submit a Traffic Management Component (TMC) as part
of the Transportation Plan. The TMC shall provide information on the number of expected person
trips to and from the site, broken down by various travel modes (e.g., single occupancy vehicle,
carpool, walk, bicycle, commuter rail, shuttle bus, etc.). The TMC shall also incorporate one or
more of the following techniques to reduce the number of single occupancy vehicle trips by
employees coming to and departing from the proposed use:
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1. Establishment of or contribution to a Traffic Management Association (TMA) within
the region, which shall provide shuffle services for employees and other services as may
be appropriate;
2. Employee carpools or vanpools sponsored by the employer or the TMA;
3. Subsidized commuter rail passes, provided by the employer, and sold on the site or
offered through payroll deduction;
4. Monetary incentives to employees who do not use a parking space;
5. On-site shower facilities and/or bicycle racks for employees who do not drive to
work;
6. Other techniques as may be deemed appropriate by the Board or its traffic
consultant.
7. Level of Service Maintenance or Improvement.
a. If the proposed project will result in an intersection level of service (LOS) below LOS D, or
result in a roadway volume to capacity ratio (v/c ratio) greater than 1.0 determined in
accordance with the 2010 “Highway Capacity Manual” of the Transportation Research Board of
the National Academies, the applicant may be required to provide detailed plans (including
reconstruction concepts), that when implemented would result in improvement or the least
deterioration of existing conditions. The applicant may be required to obtain approval for such
plans from agencies having jurisdiction.
b. If the proposed project will result in a reduction in level-of-service of one letter grade or an
increase of 10 seconds of delay to a signalized or un-signalized intersection, the applicant may be
required to provide detailed plans that when implemented would result in improvement or the
least possible deterioration of existing conditions. The applicant may be required to obtain
approval for such plans from agencies having jurisdiction.
c. If a project causes a change in intersection operations as set forth in paragraphs a or b above,
the applicant may be required to construct the intersection improvements at their expense.
8. Dangerous Intersections. The Board may require mitigation for any net increase in traffic volumes of
10% or more at an intersection where crashes per million vehicles entering exceeds the MassDOT District
5 average crash rate for either signalized intersections or un-signalized intersections as applicable based
upon analysis of vehicle crash data for the last three years for which data is available.
9. Sight Distance. Acceptable sight distance shall be provided and maintained at all access locations,
egress locations, and all intersections affected by the Development. At a minimum, these site distances
shall meet the stricter of the MassDOT or the American Association of State Highway Transportation
Officials standards for safe-stopping sight distance (SSD) and for intersection sight distance (ISD).
10. Maximum Parking. The maximum parking allowed for a development shall be no more than the
minimum number of spaces required under zoning.
11. Mitigation. The Board may require as a condition of any special permit or site plan approval off-site
improvements to mitigate the impact of the proposed development. Such improvements include
intersection widening and traffic signals or the components of the TMC. All road and intersection
improvements proposed as part of development and redevelopment shall be consistent with local plans.
12. Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety. Pedestrian and bicycle circulation, and the amenities required thereof,
on and off site, shall be in accordance with the following requirements:
a. All development and redevelopment shall provide for pedestrian and bicyclist connections on
the property, and allow for possible future connections with adjoining properties, where deemed
appropriate by the Board.
b. Pedestrian access shall connect to all building entrances with further connections to local
pedestrian arteries.
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c. All road and intersection widening and new traffic signals or modification of existing traffic
signals required as part of a Development or Redevelopment shall include appropriate bicycle and
pedestrian accommodation.
d. The Board may require proposed development and redevelopment to provide sufficient
rights-of-way on their properties to accommodate expected needs for bicycle and pedestrian use.
e. Sidewalks, crosswalks, walkways, bikeracks or other pedestrian access shall be provided to
allow access to adjacent properties and between individual businesses within a development.
f. If the property abuts a public bikeway/ right-of-way, a paved access route to the bikeway may
be required.
13. Design Standards for Parking Areas. Parking areas shall comply with the pavement and base
thicknesses required by the Planning Board’s “Rules and Regulations Governing the Subdivision of Land”
for “Residential Streets.” Vertical faced precast concrete curb or vertical faced granite curb shall be
provided along the edge of pavement.
14. Location of Parking Areas. Where feasible, the Zoning Board of Appeals may require parking areas to
be located to the side or behind buildings so as to provide an appropriate setting for the building within
the context of the site and neighborhood and allow parking areas to be shared with adjacent businesses.
The Zoning Board of Appeals may require alternative studies of parking lot layouts. Except where physical
constraints, site configuration, or safety considerations preclude strict compliance, all parking must be
accessible by driveways to the parking lots of adjacent nonresidential uses and land zoned for
nonresidential uses
15. Parking in Required Front Setback. The Zoning Board of Appeals may prohibit parking within the
required front setback.
16. Traffic Calming Features. Traffic calming measures such as crosswalks, bike lanes, rumble strips and
landscaped islands may be required.
6.7.7 Aesthetics. In determining the appropriateness of buildings, design elements of proposed buildings shall be
evaluated in relation to existing buildings adjacent or surrounding buildings. New buildings shall respect the
architectural character of adjacent buildings or, in the case of multi-tenant commercial areas, the overall
architectural theme of the area. Compatibility rather than conformity is desired. The Zoning Board of Appeals shall
not consider interior arrangements. Buildings shall be designed as “four sided buildings” where the back and sides
of each building shall be given architectural care comparable to the front side particularly if available for view by
the public. The Zoning Board of Appeals will review the following aspects of new buildings or proposed renovations:
1. Height and width proportions;
2. Bulk and general massing (footprint, shape, articulation or detail);
3. Major divisions or rhythms of the façade (height and width proportions, building lines, etc.). Buildings
shall be designed so that there are no blank walls or box–like structures without visual interest and
architectural merit;
4. Rhythm of openings (i.e. number of windows, spacing, window and doors relationships);
5. Roof treatments (slope, articulation, surface). Rooftop mechanical equipment shall be screened from
view by roof forms or other appropriate screening devices;
6. Materials, colors and textures of signage.
7. Setbacks in relation to neighboring properties.
8. For developments with multiple buildings, the Board of Appeals may require that contiguous buildings
have distinct but harmonious architectural elements.
6.7.8 Sanitary Sewer System. The proposed development shall be adequately served by public or private
wastewater collection and treatment systems.
1. Connections to the municipal sanitary sewer system may be allowed only if allowed by current
municipal and state regulations. The Board of Appeals may require elimination of infiltration and inflow (i
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& i) in existing sewers to offset additional sanitary sewer flow in accordance with current municipal and
state policies for i & i offsets whichever is the more restrictive.
2. On-site sanitary sewer collection systems shall comply with requirements of the Planning Board’s
“Rules and Regulations Governing the Subdivision of Land”, with all regulations and standards of the
Water and Sewer Division of the Canton Department of Public Works, and with standard engineering
practice.
3. Wastewater Treatment and Disposal. The Board may require a report from the Board of Health
confirming that the proposed site development provides for wastewater treatment and or disposal in a
manner that is consistent with regulations of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
6.7.9 Water Distribution and Fire Protection System. The proposed development shall be serviced by
municipal water system and shall provide adequate pressure and flow to meet demands for potable water and fire
protection.
1. Connections to the municipal water distribution system may be allowed only if allowed by current
municipal and state regulations.
2. The on-site water distribution system shall comply with requirements of the Planning Board’s “Rules
and Regulations Governing the Subdivision of Land”, with all regulations and standards of the Water and
Sewer Division of the Canton Department of Public Works, and with standard engineering practice.
3. Static pressure and fire flow shall comply with DEP Guidelines and Policies for Pubic Water Systems
(2001). Static pressure shall be 60 pounds per square inch (psi) desirable, 35 psi minimum. Fire flow
shall meet Insurance Services Office (ISO) fire flow guidelines while maintaining a residual pressure of 20
psi.
4. For sites accommodating buildings containing more than 25,000 sq.-ft., there shall be two points of
connection to the municipal water distribution system. Three full diameter gate valves shall be provided
at points of connection to the municipal water distribution system. Full diameter gate valves shall be
provided at each on site branch and at intervals not to exceed 1,000 feet on center.
6.7.10 Private Utilities. The proposed development shall be serviced by electrical distribution, telephone, cable,
and fire alarm systems and may be served by a natural gas distribution system. All electrical distribution,
telephone, cable, and fire alarm systems shall be installed underground
1. The on-site electrical distribution, telephone, cable, and fire alarm systems shall comply with
requirements of the Planning Board’s “Rules and Regulations Governing the Subdivision of Land”, with all
regulations and standards of the utility provider, with all applicable codes of agencies having jurisdiction,
and with standard engineering practice.
2. All cables shall be encased in conduits.
System components shall be shown on the site plan for coordination and shall be revised to reflect utility
provider modifications prior to construction.
3. All transformers shall be shown on the site plan and shall be located in visually unobtrusive locations
and shall be thoroughly screened by fencing and plantings
6.7.11 Site Security. There shall be a certification by the Fire and Police Chief that the
petitioner has provided a written plan for site security, which plan has been approved by
the Fire and Police Chief.
6.7.12 Fiscal Analysis. The proposed Development shall maintain a positive net fiscal position for the long term,
giving consideration to revenue estimates and actual growth in municipal service costs induced by the proposed
Development.
1. The applicant shall provide an analysis of fiscal costs from the development, including increases in
marginal costs, assessment of the capacity of existing municipal facilities to serve the new development,
and, by order of magnitude, share of capital costs if improvements are needed.
2. The applicant shall identify an order of magnitude estimate as to the extent to which this development
would generate the additional need for schools and affordable housing.
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6.7.13. Exemptions. The following are exempt from these special permit and site plan approval standards:
1. Emergency Response. Emergency responses performed by a private entity or a public agency and fire
or burglar alarms.
2. Events. Parades, fairs or outdoor entertainment between the hours of 7:00 am
and 11:00 p.m. only provided that a permit for such activity has been granted by the Board of Selectmen
and that said permit is for not more than ten (10) days.
3. Religious Structures and Services. Religious services conducted by an organization which qualifies
under the laws of the commonwealth as a tax-exempt religious group.
6.7.14 Waiver of Standards. The Zoning Board of Appeals may, in the course of granting a special permit or
site plan approval for nonresidential development, waive any of these performance standards where such
waiver is not inconsistent with public health and safety, and where such waiver does not derogate from
the purposes of this section because the proposed development will adequately serve the goals and
objectives set forth herein.
Or take any other action in relation thereto.
Planning Board
FINANCE COMMITTEE MOTION:
MOVED:
That the subject matter of Article 19 be deferred to the Planning Board.
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:

7-0-0

PLANNING BOARD MOTION:
MOVED:
That the Zoning By-Laws be amended by renumbering Section 6.3-6.6.14 with no
substantive change to the By-Laws therein.
PLANNING BOARD VOTE:

3-0-0

FINANCE COMMITTEE DISCUSSION:
The Finance Committee voted to defer this article to the Planning
Board for discussion at the 2012 ATM. This is a housekeeping action to renumber the existing sections in the
Zoning By-laws and has no financial impact to the Town.
PLANNING BOARD DISCUSSION:
The Planning Board voted unanimously to support this Article as it only
corrects a numbering error in the re-codification and provides no substantive changes to the By-Laws.
APPROVED__________ DISAPPROVED__________

ARTICLE 20
AMEND ZONING BY-LAW BY ADDING “PRIORITY REVITALIZATION AREA C” TO SECTION 9.8 (CANTON
CENTER ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY DISTRICT BYLAW)
Article 20
To see if the Town will vote to amend the Zoning Bylaws as follows, or to take any other action,
relative thereto:
By deleting Sections 9.8 and 9.8.1 and replacing them with new Sections 9.8 and 9.8.1 and adding the new
Sections 9.8 and 9.8.1 a new Section 9.8.34.
9.8 Canton Center Economic Opportunity District By-law (CCEOD)
9.8.1 Subdistricts. The CCEOD is divided into three separate and distinct subdistricts of Canton Center as follows:
Priority Revitalization Area "A": That area of Canton Center that runs (1) along Washington Street from
Neponset Street to Sherman Street, a distance of approximately 2000 linear feet and (2) that area zoned
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'Industrial" that runs along Pequit Street in the vicinity of Washington Street, to the Northern border of the
district.
Priority Revitalization Area "B": That area of Canton Center that runs (1) along Washington Street from
Sherman Street to Lewis Street, a distance of approximately 1000 linear feet, but excluding (2) that area of
land designated as "Industrial" that runs along Pequit Street in the vicinity of Washington Street to the
Northern border of the District.
Priority Revitalization Area "C": That area of Canton Center that runs along Revere Street from the
boundary of the CCEOD Revitalization Area "A" to the intersection of the railroad bridge/tracks and Revere
Street, a distance of approximately 2,500 linear feet.

Priority Revitalization Areas "A" and "B" are shown on a map entitled "Canton Center Economic Opportunity District
(Priority Revitalization Area "A" and Priority Revitalization Area "B") prepared by the Canton Planning Department
and dated December 20, 2004.
Priority Revitalization Area "C" is shown on a map entitled "Canton Center Economic Opportunity District (Priority
Revitalization Area "C") prepared by the Canton Planning Departmental dated December 14, 2007.
The maps described immediately above are hereby incorporated by reference in this Section 9.8. Section 9.8 is
hereby further amended by adding the following New Section:
9.8.34 Priority Revitalization Area "C"
The benefits described in this Section 9.8.34 shall apply only to those parcels located entirely within the boundary
of the Priority Revitalization Area "C".
Priority Revitalization Area "C" is established for the accomplishment of the following purposes:
A. To promote the economic health and stability of the Town by encouraging development and economic
investment in Canton.
B. To provide additional planning flexibility for projects located in and near Canton Center, including enhancing
the coordination of the project with the environmental and natural features of the development site, including:
•

Development of parks and open spaces on Common Open Land as a condition for the grant of a
special permit pursuant to this Section 9.8.34 authorizing an increase in the otherwise
permissible density of population or intensity of a particular use in a proposed development
pursuant to the requirements of this Section 9.8.34, These parks and open spaces may be open
to the general public as designated in the approved site plan.

•

Protection, enhancement, and adaptive reuse of historical significant buildings as agreed to by
the applicant in coordination with the Canton Historical Commission and the State Historical
Commission.

•

Protection and enhancement of the natural environment, including rivers, waterways, and wildlife
corridors as required by the Canton Conservation Commission, DEP and NHP. The revitalization
plan must be sensitively designed and constructed to avoid the disruption of wildlife.

•

Provide public access and walking trails along waterways, connections to the MBTA train stations
and to Canton Center.

•

Protection of scenic vistas with advice and input from the Canton Trails Commission.

C. To encourage mixed-use development, including but not limited to, offices, retail shops, and multi-family
housing. No more than forty percent (40%) of the non-residential uses can be office. Mixed use development
includes:
Small-scale village-oriented development in accordance with prescribed review and approval procedures
and according to design standards that are particular to the CCEOD Residential Area "C".
•

Multi-family and/or Town houses, including but not limited to housing for individuals fifty-five
(55) years of age or older pursuant to Massachusetts General Laws c. 151B,

•

Low and/or moderate income housing available to families with incomes at or below eighty
percent (80%) of the Area Median Income as defined by the United States Department of
Housing and Urban Development.

•

Senior Housing including Independent Living Facilities, Institutional Living Facilities (Assisted
Living and Skilled Nursing Facilities), and ancillary facilities and amenities.
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•

Museums, farmers markets, and cultural establishments, small business incubator space, artist
studios and galleries, open space and river access, community gathering space, indoor and
outdoor performance space.

•

Office, scientific or research laboratory and research and development uses.

•

Small scale retail sales and service establishments and restaurants serving primarily the mixeduse development.

D. To permit the use of new development standards which will promote the desired changes in and near
Canton Center, for example:
•

To encourage a mix of commercial and residential uses that help to contain traffic within the
revitalization area and by so doing limit impacts to residential portions of the community.

•

To enable the Special Permit Granting Authority (SPGA) to require adherence to "Site
Development and Use Plans" in the granting of a special permit.

•

To create regulatory procedures for determining appropriate locations for uses defined herein.

•

To provide for development in a manner that strives to create a harmony between
non-residential neighborhoods, protects existing abutting neighborhoods, and
development impact on nearby neighborhoods, while striving to conserve
environmental features, woodlands, wet areas, the Canton River, open spaces and
views, beauty, and vistas such as, for example, the Viaduct.

residential and
minimizes the
and enhance
areas of scenic

E. Master Plan and Report and Special Permit Findings
In addition to the requirements of Section 10.4 of the Zoning Bylaw for submission of a special permit application,
the applicant will prepare Master Plan and Impact Plan and Report addressing the environmental issues, including
without limitation water quality, pollution of groundwater, damage, or threat to wetlands, flood plains, and plants
and animals and the municipal impacts associated with the Project.
The applicant will prepare a Site Plan in conformity with the SPGA rules governing special permits.
In addition to the specific criteria contained within this section, the SPGA shall issue a special permit for
development within Priority Revitalization Area “C” only after consideration of the project's compliance with the
following additional criteria:
1.

That the proposed project will be in harmony with the general purpose of the Zoning Bylaw and the
requirements of this Section 9.8.34, General Laws, Chapter 40A, and the long range Open Space Plan of the
town; that it will not have a detrimental impact on the neighborhood, will be designed with due consideration
for health and safety, preserving open space, minimizing environmental disruption, or allowing for more
efficient provision of services and traffic circulation.

2.

That the project itself does not have unmitigated adverse impact upon critical environmental areas such as:
2.1. Land abutting rivers, brooks and/or ponds of significant public interest, which enhances or protects
wetlands or flood plains, or which provide public access to the water body, or which enhance or provide
scenic vistas or views, or which provide water-related recreation opportunities;
2.2. Land which provides a significant wildlife habitat or which is a unique natural area; and
2.3. Groundwater Protection District and/or land which provides recharge to Canton's current or future wells
and highly favored aquifer areas;

3.

That the "Common Open Land" and other open land protect critical environmental areas and provides a
valuable outdoor recreation resource, such as:
3.1 Common Open Land or open land which is to be developed for active or passive recreational uses;
3.2 Land which preserves existing trail networks or land on which new trails will be
developed for integration into existing and proposed trail networks;
3.3 Land which enhances scenic views; or
3.4 Land providing desirable public access to existing or proposed recreational or
conservation land.
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4.

That land is to be conveyed to, or restricted for the benefit of the public that:
4.1. Enhances or protects critical environmental areas, unique natural features, scenic vistas, or potential
open space.
4.2. Provides a valuable addition to the open space resources of the Town.
4.3. Provides for a more efficient use of the land in harmony with its natural features.
4.4. Provides for creativity in the design of developments through a carefully controlled process
4.5. Provides a less sprawling form of development, a shorter network of streets and utilities and more
economic development of land with less consumption of open space.
4.6. Permanently preserves natural topography and wooded areas within development areas and preserves
useable open space close to homes.
4.7. Provides an efficient procedure to ensure appropriate high quality design and site planning to enhance
the neighborhoods in which they occur and to the Town as a whole.

5.

That the design or redesign of buildings shall acknowledge and respect the surrounding existing pattern of
development, open space, and natural resources, such as, for example, the Canton River and the Viaduct,
including without limitation:
5.1. Promoting the thoughtful design or redesign of buildings.
5.2. Enhancing the open space between existing and proposed buildings.
5.3. Promoting the visual and functional quality of Canton Center.
5.4. Promoting bicycles and pedestrian trails.
5.5. Providing pedestrian links to Canton Center and the existing MBTA train stations (Canton Junction and
Canton Center).

6.

That the Project protects or enhances the adaptive reuse of historically significant buildings as agreed to by the
applicant in consultation with the Canton Historical Commission and/or the State Historical Commission.

9.8.34 Definitions
For the purposes of Section 9.8.34, the following words and phrases shall have the meaning hereinafter indicated:
Applicant: The person or persons, including without limitation a corporation or other legal entity, who applies
for issuance of a special permit for construction of a CCEOD Revitalization Area "C" project, hereunder.
Buffer Area: An area within the CCEOD Revitalization Area "C" adjacent to the boundaries, streams, rivers,
ponds, which may not be developed except in accordance with the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act and
its implementing regulations (MGL Chapter 131, Sections 40 and 40A, and 310 CMR 10.00) and other
requirements herein.
Building Height: Building height shall be measured as set forth in this section 9.8.34 and measured as set
forth in the State Building Code 780 CMR 101.0 et seq. Height shall be subject to the provisions of Section 4.3
of the By-Law.
Buildable Lot Area: Buildable Lot Area excludes any land defined as a Resource Area below
Buildable Lot: A "Buildable Lot" shall be a single continuous tract of land including at least the minimum
amount of Buildable Lot Area required herein and located entirely within the Development Parcel and CCEOD
Priority Revitalization Area “C”.
Common Open Land: Any area of land containing no building, structure, parking areas, driveways or
roadways other than those structures and/or facilities which are used for recreational and/or public use.
Community Center: A building that provides a gathering place for all residents of the development and
citizens of the town to meet. There should be a meeting space and rooms for different activities.
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Development Parcel: One or more Lots within the CCEOD Priority Revitalization Area “C" which are
designated as a Development Parcel on a Site Development and Use Plan. The Lots comprising a Development
Parcel need not be in the same ownership. Where the Development Parcel consists of more than a single Lot,
the Lots, in combination, shall be treated as the Development Parcel, may be contiguous or non-contiguous,
and shall be considered one 'Development Parcel" for the purposes of this Section 9.8.34.
Development Schedule: A schedule showing the order and timing of construction and the sequence of the
improvements to be built or finished in the CCEOD Priority Revitalization Area "C" site, separated into stages
where applicable.
Gross Floor Area: Total floor area contained within exterior walls, excluding basement space and spaces used
for heating and utilities, storage and/or automobile parking.
Lot: A "Lot" shall be a single continuous tract of land located entirely within the Development Parcel and
CCEOD Priority Revitalization Area “C”.
Low and/or Moderate Income Housing: Housing available to families with incomes at or below eighty
percent (80%) of the Area Median Income as defined by the United States Department of Housing and Urban
Development.
Mixed-Use Development: A development that contains both residential and non-residential development.
Professional Office: The office of one skilled in an occupation that primarily services clients or patients rather
than customers including, but not limited to, the office of a lawyer, doctor, dentist, architect, engineer,
landscape architect, real estate agent, insurance agent, or the studio of an artist, musician, teacher, or the
workroom of a dressmaker, milliner, or photographer in which retail sales are incidental to office use.
Project: A residential, commercial or mixed-use development seeking a special permit under this Section
9.8.34 and identified on a Site Development and Use Plan.
Regulations: The applicable rules and regulations of the Board of Appeals relative to Special Permits. The
Zoning Board of Appeals, as the Special Permit Granting Authority is authorized to modify and/or waive any of
the requirements described in this section with the exception of those relative to use and dimensions upon
making a finding that such waiver shall better serve the purposes of this Section 9.8.34.
Research & Development:

A company that conducts research and development.

Resource Area: All land subject to jurisdiction under 310 CMR 10.02(1)(a) and (b).
Revere Street Sub-Area: Assessors Map 26 Lot 111 of Priority Revitalization Area “C”.
Small-Scale Retail: Retail stores with a gross floor area of 10,000 sqft or less.
Upland Acres: Land area without a '' Resource Area''.
All items not defined herein shall have the meanings ascribed to them elsewhere in the Zoning Bylaws.
9.8.36 Scope of Authority
The provisions of Section 9.8.34 shall not restrict the owner's rights relative to the underlying zoning districts.
However, if the owner elects to apply for a special permit under Revitalization Area "C', the development shall
conform to the requirements of any special permit issued pursuant to Section 9.8.34.
If the landowner elects to "use" a development plan in conformance with the requirements of the CCEOD
Revitalization Area "C" on a portion of a single contiguous tract of land the entire contiguous tract of land shall
conform to the objectives, standards, and criteria specified by this Section 9.8.34 and the landowner shall be
prohibited from filing a development plan in conformance with the requirements of the underlying zoning district on
any portion of such a contiguous tract of land.
9.8.37 Special Permit Granting Authority
The Zoning Board of Appeals is hereby designated as the Special Permit Granting Authority (SPGA) for all purposes
under Sections 9.8.34, 9.8.35 and 9.8.36. All special permit applications shall conform to the standards and criteria
of this Section 9.8.34 and the Zoning Board of Appeals Rules and Regulations governing the administration of
applications for special permits.
Under Section 9.8.34, no building shall be constructed or externally enlarged, and no use shall be expanded in
ground area, or established in an existing building except in conformity with a Site Development and Use Plan that
bears the endorsement of approval by the Board of Appeals. Requirements and Procedures for approval shall be in
accordance with Sec. 6.6 (“Performance Standards”).
Construction or operations under a building permit or a special permit shall conform to any subsequent amendment
of the Zoning By-law, unless the use or construction is commenced within a period of not less than two (2) years
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after the issuance of the permit and such construction is continued through to completion as continuously and
expeditiously as is reasonable.
The SPGA may require issuance of a bond as a guarantee for the open space and recreation improvements required
by the approved "Site Development and Use Plan".
9.8.38 Objectives
In addition to the specific criteria contained within this section, the SPGA shall issue a special permit for
development within Revitalization Area "C" only after consideration of the project's compliance with the following
additional criteria:
A. Adequacy of the site in terms of the size of the proposed use(s);
B. Adequacy of the provision of open space, its accessibility to the general public, and/or its association with
adjacent or proximate open space areas;
C. Suitability of the site for the proposed use(s);
D. Impact on traffic and pedestrian flow and safety;
E .Impact on the visual character of the neighborhood; and
F. Adequacy of utilities, including sewage disposal, water supply and storm water drainage.
9.8.39 Uses Permitted
Within Priority Revitalization Area “C”, the SPGA may issue a special permit for the following uses:
A.

Residential Condominium Units

1.

At least twelve (12) percent of the total residential units must be Low and/or Moderate Income Housing.
These units must representative of the proportion of one, two & three bedroom units of the entire
development. These units do not need to be equal in square footage to the non-restricted units.

2.

Multi-family Houses and or Town Houses and ancillary facilities and amenities.

3.

Senior Housing including Independent Living Facilities, Institutional Living Facilities (Assisted Living and skilled
Nursing Facilities), and ancillary facilities and amenities.

4.

To the extent at least twenty present (20%) of the total residential units in a Development Project are
restricted to individuals fifty-five (55) years of age or older pursuant to MGL Chapter 151B, the density for the
uses in the development may be increased by up to 16% from that otherwise permitted in this By Law.

B.

Non-Residential Uses shall include, but not necessarily be limited to the

following:
1.

Small-scale retail stores as defined in 9.8.35 Definitions.

2.

Offices including salesrooms and showrooms, consumer service establishments, business and professional
offices, executive and administrative offices, banks and other institutions.

3.

Professional office as defined in 9.8.35 Definitions.

4.

A restaurant with the conditions that any bar or cocktail lounge be located within the restaurant and shall be
solely for the purpose of servicing luncheon or dinner customers; and not to compromise more than twentyfive percent (25%) of the floor area of the restaurant.

5.

Bank or similar financial institution, including drive-through facilities.

6.

Research & Development as defined in 9.8.35 Definitions

7.

Accessory structured (whether at, below or above grade) surface parking.
C. The following uses are specifically excluded:
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1.

Fast food establishments as defined in Section 11.0 (“Definitions”) of the Canton Zoning By-laws

2.

Drive-through for the sale of food. Any other drive-through, with the exception of banks and financial
institutions noted above, shall require a separate special permit from the Zoning Board in addition to the
special permit for the CCEOD Revitalization Area "C".

D. There shall be no deliveries or shipments between 10 pm and 7:00 a.m. Monday through Friday. There shall
be no deliveries or shipments between 10 pm and 8:00 a.m. on weekends.
No building or structure shall be designed, arranged or constructed and no building, structure or land shall be used,
in whole or in part, for any purpose other than for one or more of the uses herein set forth as permissible by
special permit.
9.8.40 Standards and Criteria
A
1.

Minimum Development Size

Lot Requirements
1.1. The minimum Lot must contain at least 10,000 sq. ft. of Buildable Lot Area
1.2. No portion of a public way or public street, as defined by the by-law may be included in computing the
minimum required Buildable Lot Area

2.

Development Parcel Requirements
2.1. The minimum Development Parcel size is twenty-five (25) acres of Buildable Lot Area
2.2. No portion of a public way or public street, as defined by the by-law may be included in computing the
minimum required Buildable Lot Area

B. Building Coverage
1.

Buildable Lot Requirements
No building shall be constructed so as to cover, together with any other building on the Lot, more
than thirty (30) percent of the Buildable Lot Area.

2.

Development Parcel Requirements
No building shall be constructed so as to cover, together with any other building on the Development
Parcel, more than thirty (30) percent of the Buildable Lot Area.
C. Minimum Frontage and Access

1.

Buildable Lot Requirements
1.1. Each Lot shall have at least one means of ingress/egress.
1.2. The Zoning Board of Appeals may in its discretion require more than one means of ingress/egress where
the Board of Appeals deems it necessary for the safety of the public and/or the residents of the property.

2.

Development Parcel Requirements
2.1. Each Development Parcel shall have a minimum frontage on a street of two hundred and fitly (250) feet
and at least two means of ingress/egress.
2.2. Each means of ingress/egress shall have a continuous frontage of not less than forty (40) feet

9.8.41 Density
No building or structure shall be designed, arranged or constructed and no building, structure or land shall be used,
in whole or in part, which exceeds the densities specified below for residential and non-residential uses. Further,
the intent of the allowable densities in this Section 9.8.41 is to provide flexibility for Projects. The specified
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densities are maximums for each individual type of use as if only that use is being proposed. Where a project
includes a mix of uses, the maximum specified densities cannot be aggregated.
A. Residential Uses
Maximum permissible densities are as follows:
Multi-family housing and ancillary facilities and amenities:
One dwelling per 2,600 square feet of Buildable Lot Area or portion thereof, except in the Revere Street SubArea where the maximum permissible density shall be 1 dwelling unit per 3,500 square feet of Buildable Lot Area
or portion thereof.

Multi-family housing and ancillary facilities and amenities, limited to housing for individuals fifty-five (55) years of
age or older pursuant to Massachusetts General Laws c. 151B.
One dwelling per 2,600 square feet of Buildable Lot Area or portion thereof, except in the Revere Street SubArea where the maximum permissible density shall be 1 dwelling unit per 3,500 square feet of Buildable Lot Area
or portion thereof.

Senior Housing including Independent Living Facilities, Institutional Living Facilities (Assisted Living and Skilled
Nursing Facilities), and ancillary facilities and amenities,
One unit per 2,600 square feet of Buildable Lot Area or portion thereof, except in the Revere Street Sub-Area
where the maximum permissible density shall be 1 dwelling unit per 3,500 square feet of Buildable Lot Area or
portion thereof.

B. Non-Residential Uses
Maximum permissible density is as follows:
Two thousand (2,000) gross square feet-of non-residential floor area per 10,000 square feet, of Buildable Lot Area
or portion thereof.
For the purpose of this section, "gross square feet of non-residential floor area" means the total non-residential
floor area contained within exterior walls but does not include basement space used for heating and utilities or
other mechanical uses for the building, storage or for automobile parking.
9.8.42 Setbacks and Yard Regulations for Buildings
No building shall be constructed so as to be nearer to the any lot line as specified below:
A. Development Parcel
1.

Each Development Parcel shall have a front yard setback distance of not less than twenty-five (25) feet and a
side yard setback of not less than fifteen (15) feet from the nearest point of any exterior wall of a building,
except that if the side yard abuts a residential district or a building used primarily for residential purpose, a
side yard setback of not less than twenty-five (25) feet from the nearest point of any exterior wall of the
building is required..

2.

Each development parcel shall have a rear yard setback of not less than twenty-five (25) feet.

B. Buildable Lot
1.

Each Lot shall have a setback distance of not less than fifteen (15) feet from the nearest point of any exterior
wall of the building to any non-permeable surface including but not limited to public ways or private ways, but
excluding driveways, walkways, or parking areas. No part of any building shall be located less than fifteen (15)
feet from any front, side or rear lot line.
a.

The SPGA may reduce the setback distance where appropriate because of specific physical
circumstances, such as irregular lot lines or other natural features that create open space or
buffers.
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b.

No storage or display of goods, products, materials or equipment, vending machines or similar
commercial devices shall be within the required front or side yard setback.

c.

No lot on which a building is located shall be reduced or changed in size or shape so that the
building or lot fails to comply with the Buildable Lot Area, frontage, building coverage, yard
setback, or other dimensional provisions, of this Section.

9.8.43 Height Regulations
No building shall be constructed to exceed forty feet (40') in height or a total of three (3) stories, whichever is
lower. However, if the underlying zone is Industrial the SPGA may allow additional height with a greater setback at
its discretion but in no event shall Building Height exceed fifty feet (50’) or four (4) stories.
Building height shall be measured as set forth in the State Building Code 780 CMR 5101 et seq.
9.8.44 Common Open Land, Town Park and Community Building
Town Park:
Each development shall have a minimum of thirty percent (30%) of its Buildable Lot Area designated as Common
Open Land for use by the general public. Such area(s) shall have a shape, dimension, character and location
suitable to assure its use for park or open space purposes by the general public. Twenty percent (20%) of the land
shall be considered as a Town Park. The park will have walkways connecting it to both the development as well as
the downtown. There will also be 'public parking' allocated for the park. The minimum size of the park will be
80,000 sqft
No land to be included as part of the calculation of Common Open Land, shall be a parcel less than 200 square feet
in size.
Transition Area:
A "Transition Area" of fifteen (15) feet or a screen wall of adequate height shall be provided at the perimeter of the
Development Parcel. The applicant shall file a landscape plan, prepared by a Massachusetts Registered Landscape
Architect that demonstrates in the opinion of the Zoning Board of Appeals sufficient plantings to provide adequate
screening. Buildable Lot Areas or portions thereof that are also designated as Transition Areas shall be included in
the calculation of "Common Open Land".
The SPGA may reduce the width of the required "Transition Area" and modify other landscape requirements where
the applicant demonstrates that suitable screening will be provided by other means such as fencing or topography,
and that such reduction will not have material adverse impact on the surrounding neighborhood.
Community Center:
As part of a Site Development and Use Plan, there shall a Community Center for use by the occupants of the
development and be open to the public. The size of the community center is directly linked to the number of
bedrooms/units in the development. The community center shall be 25 square feet for every bedroom that is built,
but not to exceed 15,000 sqft
9.8.45 Parking and Loading Requirements
In Priority Revitalization Area "C', there shall be provided and maintained improved off-street automobile parking in
connection with the erection, establishment or increase in units or dimensions of buildings, structures and uses, in
the following amounts:
A.
For dwelling units 1.5 parking spaces per each dwelling unit, except for Senior Housing units
which require 1 parking space per unit.
B.

For restaurants and other on premises eating and drinking establishments, not less than one (1)
parking space for each three (3) seats, plus one(l) parking space for every three (3) employees
on the largest shift, subject to the discretion of the Zoning Board of Appeals to require additional
parking space. Where benches are used, not less than one (1) parking space for each six (6) feet
of bench, subject to the discretion of the Zoning Board of Appeals to require additional parking
space.

C.

For retail stores and offices including salesrooms and showrooms, consumer service
establishments, public administration buildings, business and professional offices, executive and
administrative offices, banks and other financial institutions one parking space for each two
hundred fifty (250) square feet of gross floor area. For the purpose of this section, "gross floor
area" means the total floor area contained within exterior walls, but does not include basement
space used for heating and utilities or other mechanical equipment, storage or for automobile
parking.

D.

Uses not listed in this Section 9.8.45 Parking Requirements, Subsections (A), (B) and (C) shall
comply with the parking space requirements of the Zoning By-law Section 4.0 Off-Street Parking.
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E.

In the case of mixed use projects, the parking spaces required shall be the sum of the
requirements for the various individual uses, computed separately in accordance with this
section. Parking spaces for one use shall not be considered as providing the required parking
spaces for any other use unless it can be clearly demonstrated to the Zoning Board of Appeals
that the need for parking occurs at different times.

F.

Whenever, after the date of adoption of this By-law, there is a change in the lawful use of the
premises or in any unit of measurement specified in Section 9.8.34 CCEOD Revitalization Area
"C", which change separately or when combined with previous changes, creates a need for an
increase or decrease of more than ten percent (10%) of the number of off-street parking spaces
as determined by the provisions of this section, more off-street parking spaces shall, and fewer
spaces may, respectively be provided within six months of the basis of the adjusted needs.

G.

Off-street automobile parking spaces, to the extent required in this section, may be provided
either on the same lot or premises with the parking generator or on any lot or premises under
common ownership or control a substantial portion of which must be within three hundred (300)
feet of the generator.

H.

Off-street parking facilities and connecting drives between such facilities and the street shall be
designed to insure the safety and convenience of persons traveling within or through the parking
area, and between the parking facility and the street. The provisions of Section 6.6
(“Performance Standards”) Design Standards shall be considered the minimum criteria for
evaluating such design.

I.

In addition to the requirements for automobile parking spaces there shall also be provided for
each building or group of buildings sufficient off-street loading space to insure that all loading
operations take place off of the public way. Loading spaces and access drives leading to loading
spaces shall be so designed that vehicles to be loaded or unloaded are not required to maneuver
in the public way to enter or leave the designated loading area. The provisions of Section 6.6
Loading Areas shall be considered the minimum criteria for evaluating such design.

J.

There shall be no deliveries or shipments to non-residential uses between 10:00 p.m. and 7:00
a.m. Monday through Sunday or between 10:00 p.m. and 8:00 a.m. Saturday and Sunday.

9.8.46 Signs and Advertising Devices
The provisions of Section 4.1 Signs and Advertising devices is hereby adopted for the regulation and restriction of
billboards, signs and other advertising devices within the Canton Center Economic Opportunity District
Revitalization Area "C".
9.8.47 Certified Acoustical Barriers
No activity or use shall be allowed which causes exterior noise levels to exceed a day-night average sound level of
65 decibels (65 L dn) at the lot line; no dwelling unit shall be located where exterior noise levels exceed a daynight average sound level of 65 decibels (65 L dn); and no dwelling unit shall be constructed which allows interior
noise levels to exceed a day-night average sound level of 45 decibels (45 L dn). The day-night average sound level
(L dn) is the 24-hour average sound level, in decibels; resulting from the accumulation of noise from all sources
contributing to the external noise environment of the site with 10 decibels added to sound levels occurring from
10:00 AM to 7:00 PM. The day-night average sound level (L dn) shall be determined in accordance with The Code
of Federal Regulations, Title 24-Housing and Urban Development, Part 51 Environmental Criteria and Standards
(24 CFR 51).
9.8.48 Affordable Units
As a condition for the grant of a special permit pursuant to this Section 5.63 authorizing an increase in the
otherwise permissible density in a proposed residential development pursuant to the requirements of this Section
5.63, at least twelve (12%) of the dwelling units shall be deed restricted in perpetuity for occupancy by families
with incomes at or below eighty percent (80%) of the Area Median Income as defined by the United States
Department of Housing and Urban Development.
Such affordable housing units shall be integrated into the overall development so as to prevent the physical
segregation of such units and otherwise shall be indistinguishable from market rate units except in size and interior
finishing and appliances
9.8.49 Preference
As a condition of approval, the SPGA shall require that to the maximum extent allowable under applicable law,
Canton residents be given first preference in the purchase of affordable units. The fees for all services will be
negotiated between the Authority and the Developer, within the CCEOD Development.
9.8.50 Canton Housing Authority
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For those housing units specified as affordable, the SPGA shall require that, to the maximum extent allowable
under applicable law, the owner of a CCEOD Development will work with the Canton Housing Authority so that
otherwise qualified families on the Housing Authority's waiting list are given an opportunity to rent or buy a vacant
unit.
Petition by for Paul Schneiders and thirteen others

FINANCE COMMITTEE MOTION:
MOVED:
That the subject matter of Article 20 be indefinitely postponed.
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:
7-0-1

PLANNING BOARD MOTION:
MOVED:
That the subject matter of Article 20 be indefinitely postponed.
PLANNING BOARD VOTE:

4-0-0

FINANCE COMMITTEE DISCUSSION:
The majority of the Finance Committee recommends that this article
be indefinitely postponed. The Finance Committee was concerned about the proposed changes to this by-law. The
sponsor of the article was in the process of negotiating a covenant with the Town that would guarantee certain
conditions and safeguards for the use of their client's property. This agreement or covenant was not completed by
the time the Finance Committee had to take their vote. Thus the financial impact of the changes this article
proposes could not be determined. This article modifies a by-law overlay district, granting rights and permissions
to all properties within the overlay district. The Finance Committee is also concerned that any covenant agreement
reached between the sponsor and the Town would only apply to the property owned by the sponsor’s client, and
not all properties within the overlay district. It was the understanding at the time of the Finance Committee’s vote
that the Planning Board had voted to recommend indefinitely postponing any action on this article.
PLANNING BOARD DISCUSSION:
The Planning Board voted unanimously to indefinitely postpone this
Article based upon its high residential density.
APPROVED__________ DISAPPROVED__________

ARTICLE 21
AMEND ZONING MAP BY PLACING PARCELS ALONG REVERE STREET AND NEPONSET STREET
Article 21 To see if the Town will vote to amend the Town’s zoning map, as most recently amended, by placing
parcels of land located along Revere Street and Neponset Street within the Canton Center Economic Opportunity
District (Revitalization Area C) established by vote under Article 21 of this Town Meeting warrant or take any other
action in relation thereto.
Said parcels of land are described in the Board of Assessors’ Maps as Map 26, Lots 94, 95, 96, 97, 98, 99, 100,
101, 102, 103, 104, 105, 87, 88, 89, 90, 91, 92, 93, 222 and 111; and as Map 14, Lots 120, 121, 122, 123, 124,
125, 126, 127, 128, 129, 130, 131, and 132; and as Map 15, Lots 80, 8, 82, 83, 84, 85 and 86.
Said parcels are shown on a map, copies of which are attached hereto and have been placed on file and
are available for public review at the office of the Planning Board, at the office of the Town Clerk, and at the office
of the Board of Selectmen in Memorial Hall, at the research desk of the Canton Public Library and on the town web
site.
Petition by for Paul Schneiders and 14 others
FINANCE COMMITTEE MOTION:
MOVED:
That the subject matter of Article 21 be indefinitely postponed.
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:

7-0-1

PLANNING BOARD MOTION:
MOVED:
That the subject matter of Article 21 be indefinitely postponed.
PLANNING BOARD VOTE:
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FINANCE COMMITTEE DISCUSSION:
The Finance Committee voted unanimously to postpone this article
indefinitely. The Planning Board also voted to postpone this article indefinitely by a vote of 4-0-0.
PLANNING BOARD DISCUSSION:
The Planning Board voted unanimously to indefinitely postpone this
Article based upon the large number of residences and lack of specificity of a plan for the property.
APPROVED__________ DISAPPROVED__________

ARTICLE 22
AMEND RETAIL USE BY-LAW
Article 22 To see if the town will vote to amend Section G (“Retail Uses”) of the Table of Use Regulations of the
Canton Zoning By-laws by adding the phrase “unless additional storage is allowed by special Permit” after the
phrase “Showroom for building supplies (Including plumbing, heating and ventilation equipment), with storage
limited to floor samples only” and also after the phrase “Wholesale office or showroom with storage limited to floor
samples only” or take any other action in relation thereto.
Petition by for Paul Schneiders and 9 others
FINANCE COMMITTEE MOTION:
MOVED:
That the subject matter of Article 22 be deferred to the Planning Board.
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:

8-1-0

PLANNING BOARD MOTION:
MOVED:
That Section G (“Retail Uses”) of the Table of Use Regulations of the Canton Zoning Bylaws be amended by adding the phrase “unless additional storage is allowed by Special Permit granted
by the Zoning Board of Appeals” after the phrase “Showroom for building supplies (Including
plumbing, heating and ventilation equipment), with storage limited to floor samples only” and also
after the phrase “Wholesale office or showroom with storage limited to floor samples only”.
PLANNING BOARD VOTE:

4-0-0

FINANCE COMMITTEE DISCUSSION:
While deferring to the Planning Board, the Finance Committee
unanimously supports Article 22. This Article would allow retailers to acquire a Special Permit from the Zoning
Board to allow them to store and sell items that they have in their showroom. The current zoning by-law for
showrooms in a business district restricts storage to "floor samples only." This inhibits sales to customers who
visit the showroom even though the showroom is located in a business district which specifically allows retails
sales. The Finance Committee believes that this restriction has prevented several businesses from locating in
Canton. The Planning Board also unanimously supports this Article.
PLANNING BOARD DISCUSSION:
The Planning Board voted unanimously to support this Article as it
gives the Zoning Board of Appeals broad discretion to allow or disallow additional storage, beyond floor samples, at
a retail location in a business district.
APPROVED__________DISAPPROVED__________

ARTICLE 23
AMEND ZONING BY-LAW SEC. 9.0 SPECIAL DISTRICTS BY ADDING “SENIOR ASSISTED LIVING
OVERLAY DISTRICT”(THOSE BOTH 55 YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER AND REQUIRING OR DESIRING
ASSISTANCE WITH BASIC ACTIVITIES OF DAILY LIVING)
Article 23 To see if the Town will vote to amend Section 9.0: special Districts, of the Canton Zoning By-laws as
most recently amended, by adding provisions which will define and regulate a new residential classification of
housing especially designed to meet the needs and serve the interests of those persons who have both reached the
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age of fifty five or more and who require or desire assistance with basic activities of daily living or more structured
personal support services as they become needed by inserting into Section 2.2 Overlay and Special Districts, a new
“senior assisted living overlay district “in substantially the form contained in the document entitled “Senior Assisted
Living Overlay District, Proposed Amendment to the Zoning By-Law” copies of which are on file in the office of the
Board of Selectmen and the office of the Town Clerk at Memorial Hall, in the office of the Planning Board in the
(former) Eliot School Building and at the Research Desk at the Canton Public Library, or to take any other action in
relation thereto.
9.7
SENIOR ASSISTED LIVING OVERLAY DISTRICT (SALOD)
9.7.1 Purpose. It is expected that the number of Americans aged sixty five (65) and over will more than double
over the next forty years. The United States Census Bureau projects that this age group will increase from
approximately 40.2 million Americans in 2010 to a level of 88.5 million in 2050. This aging of the population will
have a wide range of effects in the areas of medical care, housing patterns and community structure. The purpose
of the Senior Assisted Living Overlay District (SALOD) is to:
1. Provide dwellings for occupancy by individuals not less than fifty five (55) years of age;
2. To increase housing options for those older residents who may require or desire assistance
with basic activities of daily living or more structured personal and support services as they
become needed while still allowing those residents to maintain their independence and remain a
part of the community; and
3. To provide for residential development in a manner that conserves environmental features,
woodlands, wet areas, open space, areas of scenic beauty, views and vistas.
9.7.2 Overlay District: Applicability. The SALOD is an overlay zoning district. The benefits of the Senior Assisted
Living Overlay District Development (SALODD) shall accrue only to those parcels located entirely within the
boundaries of the SALOD. If the landowner selects to file a development plan in conformance with the
requirements of the SALOD, the development shall conform to the objectives, standards and criteria specified by
the SALOD. If the landowner selects to file a development plan in conformance with the requirements of the
underlying zoning district, the development shall conform to the objectives, standards and criteria specified by the
underlying zoning by-law.
9.7.3 Location. The location of a SALOD shall include all land designated by Town Meeting as being within the
SALOD, pursuant to G.L. c.40A, s.5.
9.7.4. Occupancy. The occupancy of a SALOD shall be by residents both 55 years of age or older, pursuant to
G.L. c. 151 B, and requiring or desiring assistance with basic activities of daily living and more structured personal
and support services as they become needed.
9.7.5 Definitions. See Section 11, “Senior Assisted Living Overlay District”
9.7.6 Use Restrictions or Requirements. A SALOD, consisting of the multifamily uses set forth below,
individually or in combination, may be authorized by a special permit issued by the Planning Board pursuant to this
section and in compliance with the standards set forth herein.
1. Townhouse Style Structures consisting of dwelling units occupied by persons both 55 years of age or
older and requiring or desiring assistance with basic activities of daily living and more structured personal
and support services as they become needed, with such structures to be designed having each dwelling
unit placed side by side. Townhouse Style Structure shall contain no less than two (2) units.
2. Apartment style Structures which contain dwelling units occupied by persons both 55 years of age or
older and requiring or desiring assistance with basic activities of daily living and more structured personal
and support services as they become needed, with such structures designed to have dwelling units placed
one above another (stacked). Apartment Style Structures shall contain no more than eight (8) units.
3. Structures and uses accessory to the Senior Assisted living use set forth above including: Community
building serving the residents of the SALOD; underground utilities located on a lot not serving the
dwelling, recreational and continuing care facilities; and roadways.
9.7.7 Application. An application for a special permit for construction of a SALOD shall be submitted to the
Planning Board on forms furnished by the Planning Board, accompanied by the filing fee, the following information
and data, and a development plan as described below.
1.
All of the information required for the site plan approval, if applicable;
2.
The name and address of the Applicant(s) and all legal and beneficial owners of the site. Copies
of all instruments, options, contracts or encumbrances affecting ownership of the development
site. An instrument executed by all persons owning property within the site consenting to the
development of the subject property, as applied for.
3.
A proposed development schedule showing the beginning of construction, the rate of construction
and development, including stages, if applicable, and the estimated date of completion.
4.
A narrative Design Review report prepared by qualified professionals, detailing the impact of the
development on the Town’s capacity to furnish services including, but not limited to, roads, water
and sanitation.
5.
Information regarding the number and kind of dwelling units and other structures (including
signs) proposed, their location, the number of bedrooms planned, the sales, rental or service
prices anticipated and population projections pertaining thereto.
6.
Areas to be set aside for building structures, parking areas and conservation and recreation
easements.

- 72 -

ANNUAL TOWN MEETING APRIL 30, 2012

7.
8.

Information pertaining to condominium organization (if any).
Copies of all proposed deed restrictions or other instruments to ensure occupancy by persons
both 55 years of age or older and requiring or desiring assistance with basic activities of daily
living and more structured personal and support services as they become needed.
9.
Any and all other information that the Planning Board may reasonably require in a form
acceptable to it to assist in determining whether the Applicant’s proposed development plan
meets the objectives of this section.
9.7.8 Qualifying Land Area. Qualifying land Areas shall be in one ownership with definitive boundaries, shall be
located within a SALOD and shall contain at least ten (10) contiguous acres of land. No more that fifteen percent
(15%) of a Qualifying Land Area shall be Wetlands.
9.7.9 Density. Not more than one dwelling unit shall be constructed for each 5,000 square feet of Qualifying Land
Area or a portion thereof in a SALOD.
9.7.10 Open Space Requirement. At least thirty (30%) of the SALOD site shall be in open space. The open
space shall have a shape suitable to assure its use for landscaping and /or open space purposes.
9.7.11 Buffer Area. The Planning Board may require Buffer Areas at specific locations along the perimeter of the
SH/ALOD. Vegetation in this buffer shall be enhanced as necessary to provide a visual barrier. Buffer areas shall be
included in calculating the Open Space requirement of this by- law.
9.7.12 Minimum Lot Frontages. SALODD sites shall have a minimum frontage of one hundred and twenty (120)
feet and at least one means of ingress/egress provided by a primary public roadway.
9.7.13 Ingress and Egress. Each means of ingress/egress shall have a continuous frontage of sixty feet on a
primary roadway. The Planning Board has the discretion to require more than one means of access/egress to the
extent that the proposed primary public road exceeds 1000 feet in length, in accordance with the Canton
Subdivision Rules and Regulations. The primary public roadway(s) serving the site shall be subject to the rules and
regulations of the Canton Planning Board governing the Subdivision of Land, the Canton Department of Public
Works regulations regarding water, sewer and storm drainage systems and any other applicable regulation and/or
standards of the Town.
1. The secondary private roadway(s) serving the site shall be sized to adequately serve the intended
vehicular and pedestrian traffic. The secondary private roadway(s) shall strive to conform to the Rules and
Regulations of the Canton Planning Board governing the subdivision of Land, the Canton Department of
Public Works regulations regarding water, sewer and storm drainage systems, and any other applicable
regulation and/or standards of the Town.
2. The secondary private roadways shall be maintained by an association of unit owners or by the
applicant. Paths for the use of residents shall be attractively designed with proper regard for convenience,
separation of vehicular, bicycle and pedestrian traffic and access to the amenities and facilities on the site
and to paths on adjacent sites.
9.7.14 Parking. There shall be a minimum of .33 parking spaces for each sleeping room for single or double
occupancy and .50 parking spaces per employee of the SALODD. All required parking shall be shall be exclusively
reserved for motor vehicles of residents, employees of the Senior Assisted Living development and visitors.
9.7.15 Stormwater Management. The stormwater management system shall be designed in accordance with
the Subdivision Regulations and DEP’s Stormwater Management Guidelines and Regulations, as amended.
9.7.16 Utilities. All electric, gas, telephone, water distribution lines and other utilities shall be placed
underground.
9.7.17 Dwellings. The development of one or more townhouse-style and/or multifamily style structure on a lot or
lots shall be permitted in an application to construct a SALOD. Such dwellings may be situated on any common or
individual lot consistent with the overall design objectives of the SALOD, provided however, that such dwellings
shall be connected to the public sewer or shall comply with the provisions of the State Sanitary Code, 310CMR
15.00, any other applicable State regulations, and with the rules of the Board of Health.
9.7.18 Affordable Units. At least ten percent (10%) of the senior assisted living beds shall be leased at rents
affordable to eligible persons ages 55 and older and who may require or desire assistance with basic activities of
daily living or more structured personal and support services as they become needed and earning not more than
eighty percent of the area median family income as defined by the Commonwealth’s Department of Housing and
Community Development. Such affordable dwelling beds shall be integrated into the overall development so as to
prevent the physical segregation of such beds and otherwise be indistinguishable from market rate beds.
Preference. As a condition of approval, the Planning Board shall require that Canton residents be given first
preference in the leasing of these affordable beds within the SALOD and shall be for at least one year from the
issuance of the first certificate of occupancy for any residential building within the SALOD.
9.7.19 Building Height. No building or structure shall be constructed to exceed thirty-five (35’) feet or three
stories, whichever is lower.
9.7.20 Setbacks. No building shall be constructed so as to be nearer to the line of any street than the “required
setback distance” or nearer to the sideline of its lot than the “required side yard width” or nearer to the rear line of
its lot than the “required rear yard depth” specified below:
Required setback distance 30’
Required side yard depth 30’
Required rear yard depth 30’
9.7.21 Fees. The filing fee for a special pursuant to this Section shall be $1,000. The Planning Board shall also
charge the applicant to a technical review fee, pursuant to G.L.c.44,s.53G. Such technical review fee shall be used
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to engage professional, technical and/or legal consultants to review an application for a special permit within the
SALOD. The initial deposit of such fee shall be $10,000.00
9.7.22 Decision. The Planning Board may grant a special permit for a SALODD where it makes the following
findings:
1. The proposed development complies with the requirements of this section;
2. The proposed development does not cause substantial detriment to the neighborhood after considering
the following potential consequences:
a. noise, during the construction and operational phases;
b. pedestrian and vehicular traffic;
c. environmental harm;
d. visual impact caused by the character and scale of the proposed structure(s)
or to take any other action in relation thereto.
Petition by for Anthony E. Berardi and 47 others
FINANCE COMMITTEE MOTION:
MOVED:
That the subject matter of Article 23 be deferred to the Planning Board.
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:

7-0-0

PLANNING BOARD MOTION:
MOVED:
That the subject matter of Article 23 be indefinitely postponed.
PLANNING BOARD VOTE:

4-0-0

FINANCE COMMITTEE DISCUSSION:
The Finance Committee voted to defer this article to the Planning
Board for discussion at the 2012 ATM. The Finance Committee did not believe there was a need for the proposed
Senior Assisted Overlay District, being that the Town already has a Village Housing Overlay District that is similar
to the Senior Assisted Overlay District being proposed. At the time the vote was taken, the Finance Committee
believed that this Article may be in the process of being withdrawn.
PLANNING BOARD DISCUSSION:
The Planning Board voted unanimously to send an unfavorable
recommendation regarding this Article. The Planning Board determined that there was no need for a new Zoning
Overlay District.
APPROVED__________ DISAPPROVED__________

ARTICLE 24
AMEND ZONING MAP, INCLUDE AREA IN SENIOR ASSISTED LIVING OVERLAY DISTRICT
Article 24
To see if the Town will vote to amend the zoning map, as most recently amended, by placing a
portion of land consisting of not less than ten (10) contiguous acres of land fronting along Walpole Street owned by
Knollwood Cemetery and with not less than one hundred and twenty (120) feet of frontage along Walpole Street in
the Senior Assisted Living Overlay District (Sec. 9.7) amended by vote under Article 23 of this Town Meeting
warrant or take any other action in relation thereto. Said portion of the land is described as not less than ten
contiguous acres of land within a larger parcel of approximately 99.7 acres of land and described in the Board of
Assessors’ Maps as Map 4, Lot 4.
Said parcels are shown on a map, copies of which are attached hereto and have been placed on file and are
available for public review at the office of the Planning Board, at the office of the Town Clerk, and at the office of
the Board of Selectmen, at the research desk at the Canton Public Library and on the Town web site.
Petition by for Anthony E. Berardi and 47 others
FINANCE COMMITTEE MOTION:
MOVED:
That the subject matter of Article 24 be deferred to the Planning Board.
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:
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PLANNING BOARD MOTION:
MOVED:
That the subject matter of Article 24 be postponed indefinitely.
PLANNING BOARD VOTE:

4-0-0

FINANCE COMMITTEE DISCUSSION:
The Finance Committee voted to defer this article to the Planning
Board for discussion at the 2012 ATM. The Finance Committee did not believe that the proposed map, pursuant to
the proposed Article, is feasible or makes economic sense, particularly in light of the Town’s existing Village
Housing Overlay District. The proposed map would not be needed if Article 23 is withdrawn.
PLANNING BOARD DISCUSSION:
The Planning Board is opposed to the re-zoning of 99.7 acres of land
located on Walpole Street that is currently zoned as Parks, Recreation and Open Space. This Article would rezone
the property as residential and allow for the construction of a Senior Assisted Living Center. There was unanimous
opposition to this Article by the Planning Board and the neighbors who attended the Planning Board hearings on
this Article.
APPROVED__________ DISAPPROVED__________

ARTICLE 25
AMEND GRANT OF CONSERVATION EASEMENT FOR MARESFIELD FARM
Article 25 To see if the Town will vote to amend a “Grant of Conservation Easement and Declaration of
Restrictive Covenants” dated March 31, 1978 and executed by and between Codex Corporation and the Town of
Canton and recorded in Norfolk Deeds Book 5725, Page 382 as follows:
The percentage figure of twenty (20%) percent that appears in Section 2.2 of said covenant shall be amended to
read twenty-five (25%) percent of the total land area of the Property, so that the revised Section 2.2 would read:
2.2

The total developed area of the Campus, including building(s), parking areas and paved roadways
shall not exceed twenty-five (25%) of the total land area of the Property. For the purpose of this
limitation, developed area shall mean the area included within a continuous boundary line drawn to
encircle all buildings, parking areas and paved roadways on the Campus.

And further to see if the Town will vote to allow the plan attached to said covenant as Exhibit A to be modified to
show the new perimeter of the campus as indicated on the attached concept plan.
Petition by for Paul Schneiders and fourteen others
FINANCE COMMITTEE MOTION:
MOVED:
That the Town, acting by and through its Board of Selectmen and Conservation
Commission be authorized to sell, release or otherwise dispose of a portion of a conservation
restriction held by the Town pursuant to that certain Grant of Conservation Easement and Declaration
of Restrictive Covenants” dated March 31, 1978 and recorded at the Norfolk County Registry of Deeds
in Book 5725, Page 382; that the Town’s representatives in the General Court be authorized to
introduce legislation set forth below, and that the General Court be authorized, with the approval of the
Canton Board of Selectmen, to vary the specific text of the requested legislation within the scope of the
public policy objectives of the Home Rule Petition set forth below:
AN ACT APPROVING THE SALE, RELEASE OR OTHER DISPOSITION BY THE TOWN OF CANTON OF
CERTAIN LAND AFFECTED BY ARTICLE XCVII OF THE AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION OF THE
COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
Be in enacted by the Senate and the House of Representatives in General Court assembled, and by
authority of the same, as follows:
Section 1. Pursuant to Article XCVII of the Amendments to the Constitution of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts and notwithstanding the provisions of any general or special law to the contrary, the
Town of Canton may sell, release or otherwise dispose of a portion of the property located at the
intersection of Route 138 and Blue Hill river Road, Canton Massachusetts and known as Maresfield
Farm from a portion of a conservation restriction held by the Town of Canton pursuant to that certain
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Grant of Conservation Easement and Declaration of Restrictive Covenants” dated March 31, 1978 and
recorded at the Norfolk County Registry of Deeds in Book 5725, Page 382, provided that the total
“developed area” of the Campus shall not exceed twenty-five (25%) of the total land area of the
Property and provided further that the additional five percent (5%) of the Campus authorized to be
developed pursuant to this Act shall be developed only for surface parking purposes. For the purpose
of this limitation, “developed area” shall mean the area included within a continuous boundary line
drawn to encircle all buildings, parking areas and paved roadways on the Campus.
Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:

9-0-0

FINANCE COMMITTEE DISCUSSION:
The Finance Committee voted unanimously to support this article.
Meditech is seeking to amend an existing covenant in order to expand the buildable percentage of their property
from 20% to 25%. If this amendment is approved at Town Meeting, Meditech intends to add approximately 280
additional parking spaces adjacent to Route 128 / 95 to meet the needs for employee parking and parking for civic
events held on the property. By developing this additional space, the Finance Committee anticipates an increase
in tax revenue to the town without an additional cost in services. The approval of Town Meeting to amend the
existing covenant is required for Meditech to move forward with their plans.
APPROVED__________ DISAPPROVED__________

ARTICLE 26
CREATION OF A SCHOOL SPECIAL EDUCATION STABILIZATION FUND
Article 26 To see if the town will vote to establish, pursuant to G.L. ch. 40, section 5B, a Canton Public Schools
Special Education Stabilization fund, for the purpose of maintaining a source of funds to supplement the Canton
Public Schools annual operating budget intended to provide supplemental funds for special education expenses by
the Canton Public Schools, or to take any other action related thereto.
Board of Selectmen for the School Committee
Motion 1
MOVED:
That a Canton Public Schools Special Education Stabilization Fund, be hereby
established pursuant to G.L. ch. 40, section 5B, for the purpose of maintaining a source of funds to
supplement the Canton Public Schools annual operating budget intended to provide supplemental funds
for special education expenses by the Canton Public Schools.
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE: 7-1-0
Motion 1
DISCUSSION: The Finance Committee supports Article 26, which would establish a Special Education
Stabilization Fund. The School Committee has requested this fund as a tool to manage the variability inherent in
special educations costs that the Town is mandated to pay. The costs for special education continue to rise and
can be difficult to budget for, as special education students enter and leave the school system. Any surplus special
education funds at the end of a fiscal year could be placed in this Account, as well as appropriations by Town
Meeting, in order to have monies available for unexpected special education expenses. This Account would
promote budget stability and prevent dramatic fluctuations in yearly appropriations. This Motion establishes the
Account, but does not appropriate any funds into the Account.
APPROVED__________DISAPPROVED__________

Motion 2
MOVED:
That the sum of Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000) be appropriated to the School Special
Education Stabilization Fund by transfer from the fiscal 2012 School Department operating budget as
follows:
Account #41319002-52101
Account #41209002-52102

$25,000
$25,000
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FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:

9-0-0

Motion 2
DISCUSSION: This motion would transfer $50,000 from the Fiscal Year 2012 School Department budget to the
special education stabilization account. The $50,000 was included in the amount budgeted this fiscal year for debt
service expense related to the heating system repair at the Rodman Center. These monies were not required, and
the Finance Committee agreed with the suggestion of the School Committee to transfer the funds to the new
special education stabilization account, if the Town Meeting votes under Motion 1 to establish the Fund.

Motion 3
MOVED:
That the sum of Thirty One Thousand One Hundred Forty Six Dollars ($31,146) be
appropriated to the School Special Education Stabilization Fund by transfer from Fund #176 Other
State Revenue.
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:

7-2-0

Motion 3
DISCUSSION: The Finance Committee voted to support the transfer of $31,146 to the special education
stabilization account from the supplemental state aid appropriation. If the special education stabilization account is
established at this Town Meeting the Finance Committee recommends this account be funded with $31,146 from
the supplemental state aid appropriation.
APPROVED__________DISAPPROVED__________

ARTICLE 27
APPROPRIATE FUNDS FOR WINDOW REPLACEMENT REPAIR PROJECT AT LT. PETER M. HANSEN
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Article 27 To see if the Town will vote to appropriate, borrow or transfer from available funds, an amount of
money to be expended under the direction of the School Building Committee for a window replacement repair
project at the Lt. Peter M. Hansen Elementary School, 25 Pecunit Street, Canton, MA 02021 which proposed repair
project would materially extend the useful life of the school and preserve an asset that otherwise is capable of
supporting the required educational program and for which the Town may be eligible for a school construction
grant from the Massachusetts School Building Authority (“MSBA”). The Town acknowledges that the MSBA’s grant
program is a non-entitlement, discretionary program based on need, as determined by the MSBA, and any project
costs the Town incurs in excess of any grant approved by and received from the MSBA shall be the sole
responsibility of the Town. Any grant that the Town may receive from the MSBA for the Project shall not exceed the
lesser of a certain percentage of eligible, approved project costs, as determined by the MSBA, or the total
maximum grant amount determined by the MSBA
Board of Selectmen for the School Committee

MOVED:

That the subject matter of Article 27 be indefinitely postponed.
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:

5-3-0

MAJORITY DISCUSSION:
The Finance Committee voted to recommend that this Article be postponed
indefinitely. The replacement of the windows at the Hansen School, while desirable, is not a high priority at this
time. The projected replacement date for the windows is not until fiscal year 2017 or later. Even though the School
Committee has the opportunity to apply for a grant from the Massachusetts School Building Authority (MSBA) that
would reimburse 40% of the cost of the windows, the Finance Committee was concerned that there is not sufficient
debt capacity in the School's five year debt capital plan to fund the project at this time. The borrowing for the
addition to the JFK School, sprinklers for the JFK School, and two roofing projects, has significantly reduced the
School's budgeted debt capital for the next five years. If an unforeseen capital expense should occur in the school
system, there may not be sufficient borrowing capacity within the Schools five-year debt capital budget to cover
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the costs if this Article is funded. This window replacement project was deemed a lower priority in the window
replacement schedule and thus the Committee recommends postponing indefinitely.
MINORITY DISCUSSION:
The windows in the Hansen are the original windows from when the building
was constructed and are scheduled to be replaced within the next 5-6 years. The request to accelerate this project
would take advantage of the 40% reimbursement from the MSBA grant at a time when Canton’s borrowing costs
(to pay for the balance) are historically low. The School Committee has agreed that it will not accelerate this
project unless it receives the 40% reimbursement grant from MSBA.
The schools, the CPC and the minority of the Finance Committee members believe that Canton should pursue this
project and not risk losing the $136,800 grant by delaying this project for a few more years. The Minority
recognizes the Finance Committee’s concern with leveraging the school's future year's debt capital budget but
defers to the School Committee’s priorities on this and believes that accelerating this project is a strategically
sound financial decision.
APPROVED__________DISAPPROVED__________

ARTICLE 28
APPROPRIATE FUNDS FOR WINDOW REPLACEMENT REPAIR PROJECT AT WILLIAM H. GALVIN MIDDLE
SCHOOL
Article 28 To see if the Town will vote to appropriate, borrow or transfer from available funds, an amount of
money to be expended under the direction of the School Building Committee for a window replacement repair
project at the William H. Galvin Middle School, 55 Pecunit Street, Canton, MA 02021 which proposed repair project
would materially extend the useful life of the school and preserve an asset that otherwise is capable of supporting
the required educational program and for which the Town may be eligible for a school construction grant from the
Massachusetts School Building Authority (“MSBA”). The Town acknowledges that the MSBA’s grant program is a
non-entitlement, discretionary program based on need, as determined by the MSBA, and any project costs the
Town incurs in excess of any grant approved by and received from the MSBA shall be the sole responsibility of the
Town. Any grant that the Town may receive from the MSBA for the Project shall not exceed the lesser of a certain
percentage of eligible, approved project costs, as determined by the MSBA, or the total maximum grant amount
determined by the MSBA.
Board of Selectmen for the School Committee
MOVED:
That Four Hundred Eleven Thousand Nine Hundred Fifty Dollars ($411,950) be
appropriated to be expended by the School Committee under the direction of the Buildings Renovation
Committee for a window replacement repair project at the William H. Galvin Middle School, 55 Pecunit
Street, Canton, MA which proposed repair project would materially extend the useful life of the school
and preserve an asset that otherwise is capable of supporting the required educational program, for
which project the Town may be eligible for a grant from the Massachusetts School Building Authority
("MSBA"); and to meet said appropriation, the Town Treasurer, with the approval of the Board of
Selectmen, be authorized to borrow, pursuant to any applicable statute or any other enabling authority
as may be, Four Hundred Eleven Thousand Nine Hundred Fifty Dollars ($411,950) and to accept any
MSBA grant therefor; and provided however, the Town acknowledges that MSBA grant program is a
non-entitlement, discretionary program based on need, as determined by the MSBA, and any project
costs the Town incurs in excess of any grant approved by and received from the MSBA shall be the sole
responsibility of the Town; and provided, further, that any grant that the Town may receive from the
MSBA for the Project shall not exceed the lesser of (1) a certain percentage (%) of eligible, approved
project costs, as determined by the MSBA, or (2) the total maximum grant amount determined by the
MSBA. No amounts shall be borrowed or expended hereunder until the Town shall have entered into a
Project Funding Agreement for this project with the MSBA that provides for a grant to the Town of not
less than $164,000 for this project. The amount authorized to be borrowed pursuant to this vote shall
be reduced to the extent of the amount of any MSBA grant set forth in the Project Funding Agreement
between the Town and the MSBA relating to this project.
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:
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MAJORITY DISCUSSION:
The Finance Committee supports Article 28. The School Committee has the
opportunity to apply for a grant from the Massachusetts School Building Authority (MSBA) that would reimburse
40% of the cost of the windows, thus saving Canton $164,780 of the estimated $411,950 replacement cost. The
School Committee has agreed that it will not carry this project through unless it receives the 40% reimbursement
grant from MSBA. Although these windows are not a critical concern at this time, they are currently 40 years old
and replacing them with energy efficient units would produce energy savings and reduce the School's operational
costs. The School Committee identified the Galvin School as the highest priority for window replacement. The
Majority of the Finance Committee felt that the 40% reimbursement was sufficient incentive to support the
replacement of these windows, even though this project will further reduce the limited debt capacity budgeted for
the schools in future years.

MINORITY DISCUSSION:
For the last two years, Town Meeting, at the request and urging of the School
Committee, authorized the borrowing of over $1 million each year for school building repairs. Much of this money
was for the JFK addition and sprinklers, and for the High School and Rodman Center Roof replacements. The
amount authorized to be borrowed this current Fiscal Year 2012 exceeded the School Committee’s debt ceiling by
over $800,000. The School Committee decided to use their future year’s debt ceilings to balance this deficit. The
result is the School Committee barely has enough capacity through FY2016 to borrow for their pre-authorized 10
year HVAC Plan. The request for the window replacement was not on the School Committee’s 5 –year Capital plan
last year, and by placing it on the Capital Request for this coming fiscal year 2013, the School Committee will be
borrowing from their debt available in fiscal year 2017. Additionally, the School Committee was authorized by last
year’s Town Meeting to borrow over $2 million to replace the heating system at the Rodman Building. The School
Committee voted to pay for this over the next 20 years from their operating budget, reducing the funds available
for school programs and salaries. This escalated and accelerated spending is of concern to some members of the
Finance Committee, and those members feel it unwise to proceed on this borrowing pace and recommend that
Town Meeting does not authorize the borrowing. MSBA funds and grants have been, and will continue to be
available for the foreseeable future.
APPROVED__________DISAPPROVED__________

ARTICLE 29
FIRE DEPARTMENT STAFFING STUDY
Article 29 To see if the Town will vote to appropriate, borrow or transfer from available funds, a sum of money,
not to exceed $15,000 to be expended under the direction of the Fire Chief, Town Administrator and Human
Resources Administrator for a staffing study to be conducted for the Fire Department
Or to take any other action related thereto.
Board of Selectmen for the Fire Chief
MOVED:
That Fifteen Thousand Dollars ($15,000) be appropriated to be spent by the Fire Chief,
Town Administrator and Human Resources Administrator under the direction of the Board of Selectmen
for a staffing study to be conducted for the Fire Department and to meet this appropriation Fifteen
Thousand Dollars ($15,000) be transferred from Ambulance Receipts Reserved for Appropriation
Account.
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:

7-0-0

DISCUSSION: The purpose of this article is to request funds to support a study of Fire Department staffing and
management. At present there is a single shift captain covering both fire stations during the day; evening shifts
are not covered by a shift captain. It has been a number of years since the staffing of Canton's fire stations has
been independently reviewed. The Fire Chief is requesting this study to determine if Canton's current staffing
levels are consistent with standard recommended practices. The Finance Committee unanimously supported this
request, with the funds to be taken from the Ambulance Fund.
APPROVED__________DISAPPROVED__________
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ARTICLE 30
AMEND GENERAL BY-LAWS OF THE TOWN – ARTICLE XIV (POLICE REGULATIONS) BY ADDING SECTION
55 – HUNTING
Article 30 To see if the Town will vote to amend the General By-Laws of the Town, Article XIV by adding a new
Section 55 – Hunting – as follows, or to take any other action related thereto:
License Required:
No person shall discharge a firearm of any kind or hunt by bow or air rifle within the limits of any park, playground
or any Town-owned property, except by vote of the Canton Board of Selectman, or other Town governmental body
with jurisdiction over such property. Nor shall any person discharge a firearm, or hunt by bow or air rifle on any
private property, except with the written consent of the owner or legal occupant thereof.
Violation and penalties:
Any person violating any of the provisions of this article shall be fined $200 for each offense, and any weapon used
in the commission of said offense shall be confiscated by a law enforcement officer. This by-law shall not apply to
the lawful defense of life or property or to any law enforcement officer acting in the discharge of his/her duties.
The Canton Police Department, the Massachusetts Environmental Police or any other sworn police officer who has
jurisdiction in the Town of Canton may enforce this by-law.
Board of Selectmen for the Police Chief
MOVED:
That the General By-Laws of the Town, Article XIV (Police Regulations) be hereby
amended by adding new Section 55 – Hunting – as follows:
Section 1:
In addition to any applicable provision of state law regarding the regulation and licensing of hunting
and/or firearms, no person shall hunt, trap, fire or discharge any firearm or weapon of any kind within
the limits of any park, playground or other public property of the Town, except with the consent of the
Board of Selectmen, or other Town governmental body with jurisdiction over such property. Nor shall
any person hunt, trap, fire or discharge any firearm, or weapon of any kind on any private property,
except with the written consent, to be in the person’s possession, of the owner or legal occupant
thereof.
Section 2:
This bylaw shall not apply to the lawful defense of life or property, nor to any law enforcement officer
acting in the discharge of his duties.
Section 3:
Any person violating any of the provisions of this article shall be fined $200 for each offense, and any
weapon used in the commission of said offense shall be confiscated by a law enforcement officer. This
by-law shall not apply to the lawful defense of life or property or to any law enforcement officer acting
in the discharge of his or her duties. The Canton Police Department, the Massachusetts Environmental
Police or any sworn police officer who has jurisdiction in the Town of Canton may enforce this by-law.
Any person in violation of this by-law may also be subject to Massachusetts laws and regulations,
where applicable.
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE: 8-0-1
DISCUSSION: The Finance Committee supports this article to amend the Police Regulations of the Town, by
adding new Section 55 Hunting. The purpose of the article is to provide a means to regulate hunting on Townowned land, to require that hunters gain permission to hunt on private property, and to establish penalties for
failing to comply with these regulations. The article also gives the Canton Police and other authorities the means
to protect Canton residents from injury and harm associated with unauthorized hunting.
APPROVED__________DISAPPROVED__________
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ARTICLE 31
AMEND GENERAL BY-LAWS OF THE TOWN – ARTICLE XIV (POLICE REGULATIONS) BY ADDING SECTION
56 – SECONDHAND JEWELRY AND ELECTRONICS
Article 31 To see if the Town will vote to amend the General By-Laws of the Town, Article XIV by adding Section
56 –– Secondhand Jewelry and Electronics as follows:
License Required:
No person shall engage in the business for the sale of or barter of secondhand gold, silver, platinum, jewelry,
gems, electronics or electronic games, without first having obtained a license from the Board of Selectmen.
License Fee:
The fee for such license shall be $50 and shall be renewed annually and displayed in plain view on the premise.
Recording Sales:
At the time of the transaction the business owner must record the;
1. Name
2. Address
3. Date of birth
4. Drivers license or photo ID#
5. Time and date of sale
6. A complete and accurate description as well a photograph of the item
Report to police:
A report of all transactions of sale, purchase or barter shall be filed on forms provided by the licensing authority
shall be forwarded either electronically, U.S. Mail or in person to the Canton Police Department on a weekly basis.
Items taken in trade must be held for at least 21 days after such report is filed.
Violation and penalties:
Violation of any terms of this license shall be punished by a fine of not less than $100 and may be enforced by any
sworn Canton Police Department officer. Each day on which the violation exists shall be deemed to be a separate
offense.
Board of Selectmen for the Police Chief
MOVED:
That the Town amend the General By-Laws of the Town, Article XIV by adding Section
56 –– Secondhand Jewelry and Electronics as follows:
License Required:
No person shall engage in the business for the sale of or barter of secondhand gold, silver, platinum,
jewelry, gems, electronics or electronic games, without first having obtained a license from the Board
of Selectmen.
License Fee:
The fee for such license shall be $50 and shall be renewed annually and displayed in plain view on the
premise.
Recording Sales:
At the time of the transaction the business owner must record the;
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Name
Address
Date of birth
Drivers license or photo ID#
Time and date of sale
A complete and accurate description as well a photograph of the item

Report to police:
A report of all transactions of sale, purchase or barter shall be filed on forms provided by the licensing
authority shall be forwarded either electronically, U.S. Mail or in person to the Canton Police
Department on a weekly basis. Items taken in trade must be held for at least 21 days after such report
is filed.
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Violation and penalties:
Violation of any terms of this license shall be punished by a fine of not less than $100 and may be
enforced by any sworn Canton Police Department officer. Each day on which the violation exists shall
be deemed to be a separate offense.
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:

8-0-0

DISCUSSION: The Finance Committee unanimously supports this Article to regulate and monitor secondhand
jewelry and electronics trade. The Finance Committee believes that providing the Canton Police Department the
means to efficiently monitor secondhand jewelry and electronics trade will help curb the market for stolen property
and help solve related crimes. The Finance Committee believes the cost to adopt this system, for both the Town
and local area jewelry and electronics stores, is negligible in light of the benefits. There is an affordable and
efficient tracking database already in place, developed and hosted by the Rockland Police Department, for Canton
to use in conjunction with local area jewelry and electronics stores. The Canton Police Department will likely spend
less time manually entering data and the availability of having the shared, searchable database should reduce the
time spent searching versus the current, antiquated paper filing system.
APPROVED__________DISAPPROVED__________

ARTICLE 32
SPECIAL TAX ASSESSMENT PLAN – HARBAR CORPORATION
Article 32
To request the Town to vote to: (a) propose as an Economic Opportunity Area, pursuant to MGL
chapter 23A, Sections 3A through 3H, for a term of five years, the land at 10 Pequot Way, Canton, MA containing
approximately 7.12 acres, more or less, shown on Canton Assessor’s Map #079, Lot #146 (the “10 Pequot Way
Economic Opportunity Area”); and (b) designate the 10 Pequot Way Economic Opportunity Area as a Special Tax
Assessment Zone (“STA Zone”); and (c) adopt, for the purpose of protecting and growing the tax base and job
base of Canton, a Special Tax Assessment Plan entitled “Harbar Corporation Plan”, (the “STA Plan”) on file with
the Office of the Board of Selectmen, Office of the Town Clerk, Office of the Town Engineer and at the Canton
Public Library; or to take any other action in relation thereto.
To request the Town to vote to: (a) approve the form of the Special Tax Assessment Agreement between Harbar
Corporation and the Town of Canton on file with the Board of Selectmen (the “STA Agreement”); (b) authorize the
Board of Selectmen to execute the STA Agreement, and any documents relating thereto, and to take such other
actions as are necessary or appropriate to implement those documents; and (c) authorize the Board of Selectmen
to approve and certify proposed projects as provided in the STA Plan and to apply to the Economic Assistance
Coordinating Council of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts under the Economic Development Incentive Program
for approval and designation of the 10 Pequot Way Economic Opportunity Area, STA Zone, STA Plan, and the
Harbar Corporation certified project, or to take any other action related thereto.
Board of Selectmen
MOVED:
To (a) designate as an Economic Opportunity Area, pursuant to MGL chapter 23A,
Sections 3A through 3H, for a term of five years, the land at 10 Pequot Way, Canton, MA containing
approximately 7.12 acres, more or less, shown on Canton Assessor’s Map #079, Lot #146 (the “10
Pequot Way Economic Opportunity Area”); and (b) designate the 10 Pequot Way Economic Opportunity
Area as a Special Tax Assessment Zone (“STA Zone”); and (c) adopt, for the purpose of protecting and
growing the tax base and job base of Canton, a Special Tax Assessment Plan entitled “Harbar
Corporation Plan”, (the “STA Plan”) on file with the Office of the Board of Selectmen, Office of the
Town Clerk, Office of the Town Engineer and at the Canton Public Library.
To (a) approve the form of the Special Tax Assessment Agreement between Harbar Corporation and the
Town of Canton on file with the Board of Selectmen (the “STA Agreement”); (b) authorize the Board of
Selectmen to execute the STA Agreement, and any documents relating thereto, and to take such other
actions as are necessary or appropriate to implement those documents; and (c) authorize the Board of
Selectmen to approve and certify proposed projects as provided in the STA Plan and to apply to the
Economic Assistance Coordinating Council of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts under the Economic
Development Incentive Program for approval and designation of the 10 Pequot Way Economic
Opportunity Area, STA Zone, STA Plan, and the Harbar Corporation certified project.
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:
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DISCUSSION: The Finance Committee voted unanimously to approve this article with one abstention. Canton
enjoys a relatively low residential tax rate because of its strong commercial tax base and the Town's commitment
to supporting their operations. A TIF is a tax incentive for Economic Development that, if approved, will reduce a
business’s property taxes over 10 years. Harbar has been manufacturing in Canton for the last decade and has
explored several options for expansion, including moving its business out of Canton and out of Massachusetts. The
Massachusetts Economic Assistance Coordination Council (EACC) has approved an Economic Development
Investment Tax credit to keep Harbar in the state. The Canton TIF is an incentive to ensure that Harbar keeps
their primary operations and new expansion in Canton. The TIF includes requirements for Harbar to create jobs
and occupy the vacant building at 10 Pequot St. The Finance Committee believes that the Tax incentives offered in
the TIF will be offset by the increased future property value at 10 Pequot St. and new job opportunities for our
Town.
APPROVED__________DISAPPROVED__________

ARTICLE 33
LAND TRANSFER – 800 DEDHAM STREET (result of MassDOT Dedham Street corridor work.)
Article 33 To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Board of Selectmen to sell, convey, release or otherwise
dispose of all or any portions of or interests in Town land containing approximately 49, 000 sq. ft. located at 880
Dedham Street and known as Town Assessor Map 21, Parcel 4, as shown on a plan prepared by SMC, prepared for
FST, dated December 29, 2011 and on file with the Town Engineer, subject to G.L. c. 30B for the purposes of
providing access for the properties known as 770 and 780 Dedham Street and for a stormwater detention pond
and related improvements, or to take any other action related thereto.
Board of Selectmen
MOVED:
That the Board of Selectmen be authorized to sell, convey, release or otherwise
dispose of all or any portions of or interests in Town land containing approximately 49,000 sq. ft.,
located at 800 Dedham Street and known as Town Assessor Map 21, Parcel 4, as shown on a plan
prepared by SMC, prepared for FST and dated December 29, 2011, subject to G.L. c. 30B, for the
purposes of providing access for the properties known as 770 and 780 Dedham Street and for a
stormwater retention pond and related improvements.
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:

9-0-0

DISCUSSION: The Finance Committee unanimously supports this article, which authorizes the Board of
Selectmen to sell, convey, release or otherwise dispose of land located at 800 Dedham Street for the purposes of
providing access for the properties known as 770 and 780 Dedham Street. The owner of 770 and 780 Dedham
Street is going to lose his existing ingress/egress as a consequence of the State’s Route 95 corridor construction
project. The Finance Committee believes this proposed land transfer, authorized by the Board of Selectmen, is fair,
will provide another means of ingress/egress, and help maintain the value/marketability of the property. In
addition, the Finance Committee motion includes corrections for two typographical errors contained in the original
warrant article. The actual address of the property is “800” Dedham St. and it is a storm water “retention” pond.
APPROVED__________DISAPPROVED__________

ARTICLE 34
ACCEPTANCE OF CHAPTER 41, SECTION 111M
Article 34 To see if the Town will vote to accept Chapter 41, Section 111M – Emergency medical technicians;
leave without loss of pay while incapacitated which law provides as follows:
Section 111M. In any city or town which accepts this section, an employee of a city or town or fire or water district
who is responsible for delivering emergency medical services under the provisions of chapter one hundred and
eleven C, and who is incapacitated for duty because of injury sustained in the performance of his duty without fault
of his own shall be granted leave without loss of pay for the period of such incapacity; provided, that no such leave
shall be granted for any period after such emergency medical personnel has been retired or pensioned in
accordance with law or for any period after a physician designated by the board or personnel authorized to appoint
emergency medical personnel in such city, town or district determines that such incapacity no longer exists. All
amounts payable under this section shall be paid at the time and in the same manner as, and for all purposes shall
be deemed to be the regular compensation of such emergency medical personnel. This section shall also apply to
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any such employee who is subject to the provisions of chapter one hundred and fifty-two if he is injured while
delivering emergency medical services and if he waives the provisions of said chapter.
Where the injury causing the incapacity of an emergency medical personnel for which he is granted a leave without
loss of pay and is paid compensation in accordance with the provisions of this section, was caused under
circumstances creating legal liability in some person to pay damages in respect thereof, either the person so
injured or the city, town or fire or water district paying such compensation may proceed to enforce the liability of
such person in any court of competent jurisdiction. The sum recovered shall be for the benefit of the city, town or
fire or water district paying such compensation, unless the sum is greater than the compensation paid to that
person so injured. For the purposes of this section, “excess” shall mean the amount by which the total sum
received in payment for the injury, exclusive of interests and costs, exceeds the amount paid under this section as
compensation to the person so injured. The party bringing the action shall be entitled to any costs recovered by
him. Any interest received in such action shall be apportioned between the city, town, or fire or water district and
the person so injured in proportion to the amounts received by them respectively, inclusive of interest and costs.
The expense of any attorney’s fees shall be divided between the city, town, or fire or water district and the person
so injured in proportion to the amounts received by them respectively.
Whoever intentionally or negligently injures an emergency medical personnel for which he is granted a leave
without loss of pay and is paid compensation in accordance with the provisions of this section shall be liable in tort
to the city, town or fire or water district paying such compensation for all costs incurred by such city, town, or fire
or water district in replacing such injured emergency medical personnel which are in excess of the amount of
compensation paid, or to take any other action related thereto.
Board of Selectmen for the Fire Chief
MOVED:

That the subject matter of Article 34 be indefinitely postponed.
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:

5-1-0

DISCUSSION: The Finance Committee voted to indefinitely postpone Article 34. All Town employed emergency
medical personnel are covered for injuries sustained in the line of duty under Chapter 41, Section 111F, which has
been adopted by the Town. Thus, at this time, there is no need for Canton to adopt this additional law.
APPROVED__________DISAPPROVED__________

ARTICLE 35
AMEND GENERAL BY-LAWS ARTICLE II, SECTION 2 – ANNUAL TOWN MEETING, TIME OF
Article 35 To see if the Town will vote to amend Article II, Section 2 of the Town’s General By-Laws, Annual
Town Meeting, Time of, by deleting “7:30” and replacing it with “7:00” or to take any other action related thereto.
Board of Selectmen
MOTION 1
MOVED:
That Article II, Section 2 of the Town’s General By-Laws, Annual Town Meeting, Time
of, be hereby amended by deleting “7:30” and replacing it with “7:00”.
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:

9-0-0

DISCUSSION: The Finance Committee unanimously voted to change the meeting time to 7:00 p.m. to eliminate
confusion and to add more time to the actual meeting.
APPROVED__________DISAPPROVED__________
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MOTION 2
MOVED:
That Article II, Section 2 of the Town’s General By-Laws, Annual Town Meeting, Time
of, be hereby amended be deleting “last Monday of April” and replacing it with “second Monday of
May”.
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:

8-1-0

DISCUSSION: The Finance Committee voted to change the meeting date to allow more time to collect and
analyze budget information. Many of the state appropriations are not available until at least May and many other
financial impacts such as insurance proceeds are not available till later in the year. Although some members of
the committee would prefer to postpone the meeting until June we understand that the later date would have a
negative impact on attendance.
APPROVED__________DISAPPROVED__________

ARTICLE 36
AMENDMENT OF HUMAN RESOURCES BY-LAW
Article 36 To see if the Town will vote to amend Section 3 of the Human Resources By-laws, as most recently
amended under Article 33 of Annual Town Meeting 2009, by deleting Section 3.(a) and replacing it with the
following, or to take any other action related thereto:
(a)

Appointment: A Human Resources Administrator shall be appointed by the
Board of Selectmen, after consultation with the School Committee

Board of Selectmen
MOVED:
That Section 3 of the Human Resources By-laws, as most recently amended under
Article 33 of Annual Town Meeting 2009, by hereby amended by deleting Section 3.(a) and replacing it
with the following”
(a) Appointment: A Human Resources Administrator shall be appointed by
the Board of Selectmen and a School Committee member or the
Committee’s designee, the Superintendent of Schools.
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:

9-0-0

DISCUSSION: The Finance Committee unanimously supported this article. This Article modifies the composition
of the committee that appoints the Town's Human Resource Administrator, a position that serves the needs of both
School and Municipal employees. In lieu of a panel of three members of the Board of Selectmen and three
members of the School Committee, the appointment will be made by the Board of Selectman and a representative
of the School Committee. The Board of Selectmen and the School Committee believe this change will allow the
Town to more efficiently interview and select a candidate for this position.
APPROVED__________DISAPPROVED__________

ARTICLE 37
AMEND THE GENERAL BY-LAWS OF THE TOWN BY ADDING ARTICLE XXII – REGULATION AND
MAINTENANCE OF VACANT AND FORECLOSING PROPERTIES
Article 37 To see if the Town will vote to amend the General By-Laws of the Town by adding Article XXII – as
follows:
Section 1. Introduction
Many properties being foreclosed upon by institutions frequently remain abandoned or become dilapidated for
months and years at a time during and after the foreclosure process. This often creates attractive public
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nuisances, unsecured properties open to weather, vandalism and illegal occupancy, unsafe conditions, and
violations of multiple aspects of the State Building Code and State Sanitary Code.
Such properties encourage blight, reduce real estate values of surrounding properties and neighborhoods, and
create significant maintenance and monitoring costs to the Town of Canton.
The institutions who perform foreclosures or who own properties after foreclosure often have little to no connection
with the Town and are removed from the communities affected. Furthermore, they frequently fail to provide any
identification or contact information to allow the Town to determine who the owners of properties are or to contact
them regarding violations of applicable laws, codes, regulations and Town bylaws.
Section 2. Purpose
The purpose of this Bylaw is to protect and preserve the health, safety, security and general welfare of the public
and occupants, abutters and neighborhoods by requiring all Owners of Distressed Property to register with the
Town and to properly maintain Distressed Property, and, by doing so, expediting the (1) remediation of violations
of any applicable laws, codes, regulations and bylaws, (2) rehabilitation and permanent legal occupancy of
Distressed Property, and (3) protection of public health, safety and welfare.
Section 3. Definitions
When used in this Bylaw, unless a contrary intention clearly appears, the following terms shall have the following
meanings:
“Abandoned Property” means any vacant Property and/or any Property not currently legally occupied.
“Board” means the Town of Canton Board of Selectmen.
“Bylaw” means the provisions of this Article XXII of the Town of Canton General By-laws.
“Commissioner” means the Town of Canton’s Building Commissioner.
“Contact Information” means a person’s: (a) name, (b) mailing address, which shall include a street number,
street name, city/town and zip code and which may not be a P.O. Box, (c) telephone number where that person
may be reached during regular business hours (8:30 A.M. - 5:00 P.M. E.S.T.) and (d) email address.
“Dilapidated Building” means any building or structure, or portion thereof, that: (a) shows sign of decay,
deterioration or full or partial ruination through neglect or misuse, (b) is unsafe or not structurally sound, and/or
(c) is otherwise unfit for healthy or safe habitation or access.
“Distressed Property” means:
(a)

any Property in Foreclosure;

(b)

any Abandoned Property or any Property showing Evidence of Abandonment;

(c)

any Dilapidated Building; and/or

(d)

any Property where the Owner, by his, her or its action or inaction, has created or failed to correct a
material health and/or safety condition at a Property. A material health and/or safety condition may be
found where the health, safety and welfare of persons, the neighborhood or general public is or may be at
risk, including but not limited to instances where:
(1)

a building is vacant for any length of time that is inconsistent with its use as a residential,
commercial or industrial building and/or premises;

(2)

there exists a lack of maintenance and/or a deterioration of a building or grounds which actually
or potentially poses a risk to the public health, safety, security and welfare and/or to the
enjoyment of occupants, abutters and/or neighborhoods;

(3)

the structural vandalism of a building or grounds has gone unrepaired; and/or

(4)

a lack of maintenance, a use or a deterioration of a building and/or premises promotes a
degradation of the surrounding neighborhood adversely affecting public health, safety, security
and welfare or the enjoyment of occupants, abutters or neighborhoods.
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“Evidence of Abandonment” means any Property that independently or in the context of the totality of
circumstances would lead a reasonable person to believe that a Property is Abandoned Property or occupied by a
person without a legal right of occupancy. Such conditions include but are not limited to: (1) overgrown grass
(1 foot or higher) or noticeable amounts of dead vegetation; (2) accumulation of unclaimed newspapers, circulars,
flyers or mail; (3) past-due utility notices or disconnected utilities; (4) accumulation of trash, garbage, junk or
debris; (5) the absence of window coverings such as curtains, blinds or shutters; (6) the absence of furnishings or
personal items consistent with habitation; (7) a swimming pool in such disrepair that a dangerous condition may
exist; and/or (8) reports by neighbors, passersby, delivery agents or government employees that the Property is
Abandoned Property.
“Foreclosure” means the process by which a Property serving as security for a loan or other debt is taken to satisfy
such loan or debt, regardless of what stage the process is in (from the Initiation of the Foreclosure Process through
the conclusion of any such process) and whether the process entails foreclosure by sale, by entry or by action.
“Initiation of Foreclosure Process” means taking any of the following actions: (a) taking possession of a Property
pursuant to G.L. c. 244, § 1; (b) delivering a notice of intention to foreclose on a Property pursuant to G.L. c. 244,
§ 17B; or (c) commencing a foreclosure action on a Property in either the Land Court or Superior Court.
“Local” means within twenty (20) driving miles distance of the property in question.
“Mortgagee” means a mortgagee or creditor that holds rights, title or interests to a Property pursuant to a
mortgage or security agreement, and shall include but not be limited to lenders in a mortgage agreement, service
companies and their agents, employees, successors in interest and assignees.
“Owner” and “Owners” mean every person, entity, service company, property manager or real estate broker, who
alone or severally with others:
(a)

has legal or equitable title to any Property by Foreclosure, transfer, court order or otherwise;

(b)

is a Mortgagee that has undertaken any Initiation of Foreclosure Process;

(c)

is a Mortgagee in possession of a Property;

(d)

is a trustee who holds, owns or controls mortgage loans for mortgage-backed securities
transactions and has undertaken any Initiation of Foreclosure Process;

(e)

has care, charge, custody or control of any Property in any capacity, including but not limited to
as trustee, agent, fiduciary or other personal representative (e.g., executor/executrix,
administrator/administratrix, guardian or conservator) of the estate of the holder of legal title;

(f)

is an agent, trustee or other person appointed by a court and vested with possession,
receivership or control of any Property; and/or

(g)

is an officer or trustee for the organization of unit owners of a condominium created pursuant to
G.L. c. 183A, except however, this Bylaw shall not apply to such officers or trustees to the extent
that the officers or trustees, on behalf of the organization of unit owners, enforce a lien placed on
a unit in their condominium for unpaid delinquent common expenses, fees, assessments and
other charges pursuant to G.L. c. 254, §§ 5 and 5A.

“Property” means any improved or unimproved real property or portions thereof located in the Town, together with
the buildings, structures thereon and appurtenances thereto, including but not limited to dwellings, dwelling units,
mobile dwelling units and commercial properties, or any portions thereof, situated on, over and under such real
property regardless of condition and regardless as to whether such real property is used for residential,
commercial, industrial or other purposes. For purposes of this Bylaw, “Property” shall not include property owned
by the Town.
“Town” means the Town of Canton.
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Section 4. Registration of Vacant and/or Foreclosing Property; Duty to Provide Written Notice of
Distressed Property, Foreclosure and Change of Local Property Manager
(a)
Filing of Registration. All Owners of Distressed Property in the Town must initially register such Distressed
Property with the Commissioner as provided herein and on forms provided by the Commissioner, if any, within ten
(10) days of becoming the Owner of the Distressed Property or within forty five (45) days of the effective date of
this Bylaw, whichever is later.
(b)
Content of Registry Filing. All such registrations must state the correct street number and street name of
the Distressed Property, the map, block and parcel number of the Distressed Property, all Contact Information of
the Owner, and all Contact Information for the authorized agent of such Owner with regard to such Distressed
Property, and shall otherwise be provided in the manner prescribed by G.L. c. 59, § 57D. The mailing address may
not be a P.O. Box.
If an Owner of Distressed Property does not reside or have a usual place of business in the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts, then such Owner’s registration shall also include all Contact Information for (1) a person who
resides within the Commonwealth of Massachusetts and is authorized to accept service of process on behalf of the
Owner and who shall be designated as the Owner’s agent for purpose of receiving all notices issued pursuant to
this Bylaw, and (2) a Local individual or Local property management company who shall be responsible for the
security and maintenance of the Distressed Property as required by this Bylaw.
If the Owner or Owner’s agent is a corporation, company, trust, association or other entity or organization, then
such registration shall also provide all Contact Information of an individual person who has the authority to make
decisions and to undertake actions regarding the Distressed Property, including but not limited to decisions and
actions related to compliance with the State Building Code and/or State Sanitary Code, work to and rehabilitation
of the Distressed Property and all its facilities and improvements, and other maintenance of the Distressed
Property.
(c)
Condition of Distressed Property at Time of Filing. This initial registration and all subsequent annual
registrations must also certify that the Distressed Property was inspected and identify whether the Distressed
Property is vacant or in Foreclosure at the time of filing the registration. If the Distressed Property is vacant or in
Foreclosure at the time of any such registration, then the Owner must provide in the registration form all Contact
Information of the Local individual or Local property management company responsible for the security and
maintenance of the Distressed Property as required by this Bylaw.
(d)
Change of Ownership. In the event the ownership of any Distressed Property changes subsequent to
registration, then both the former and current Owner of the Distressed Property shall be jointly and severally
responsible to provide to the Commissioner within ten (10) days of the change of ownership written notification of
such change in ownership and a completed registration form for the new Owner of the Distressed Property as
required above.
(e)
Change of Contact Information. If any Contact Information of any Owner of Distressed Property or that
Owner’s agent changes at any time, then such Owner shall submit to the Commissioner a new registration form as
required above, setting forth all the Owner’s and/or Owner’s agent’s new Contact Information in the manner
required above, together with any applicable fees.
(f)
Notice of Violation to Apparent Owner. Without limiting the generality of the provisions of this Section 4,
if the Commissioner, in his sole judgment, determines that a Property is a Distressed Property and provides to the
party appearing to be the Owner of such Distressed Property pursuant to records on file with the Town or otherwise
readily available a written notice that such party appears to be the Owner of Distressed Property in the Town and
such party is responsible to comply with this Bylaw, then such party must: (a) as the Owner of the Distressed
Property, register the Distressed Property with the Town within ten (10) days of the date of such notice and
otherwise comply with this Bylaw, or (b) provide to the Commissioner within ten (10) days of the date of such
notice evidence satisfactory to the Commissioner that such party is not the Owner of such Distressed Property and
any information regarding the new Owner of the Distressed Property that such party may have, including but not
limited to all the new Owner’s Contact Information.
(g)
Annual Registration; Expiration. All initial registrations are valid until the earlier of the date that (a) is one
calendar year from the date the initial registration is received by the Commissioner at which time such registrations
shall expire, or (b) the Owner submitting such initial registration form no longer owns the Distressed Property.
Owners of Distressed Property shall file annual registrations every year on or before the date that initial
registrations expire.
(h)
Failure to Register.
violation of this Bylaw.

Failure to register a Distressed Property as required by this Section 4 shall be a
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Section 5. Initial Registration Fee; Annual Registration Fee; Failure to Pay
When registering Distressed Property pursuant to this Bylaw, the Owner of the Distressed Property shall pay to the
Town, together with the submission of any registration forms, fees to be set by the Board pursuant to G.L. c. 40,
§ 22F to cover the administrative cost of monitoring and ensuring the security and proper maintenance of such
Distressed Property.
All registration fees, fines and other charges due and payable to the Town pursuant to this Bylaw shall be due and
payable regardless of the delivery by the Town or receipt by any Owner of any billing statement or other notice of
such fees, fines or other charges.
Failure to pay any fees as required by this Bylaw shall be a violation of this Bylaw, and the full amount of all unpaid
fees due under and fines issued for violations of this Bylaw not paid by the date due shall constitute a “municipal
charges lien” on the Distressed Property in accordance with G.L. c. 40, § 58.
Section 6. Security, Maintenance and Inspections of Distressed Property
The Owner of Distressed Property shall secure all structures at the Distressed Property from the weather and in
such a manner as to prevent access by unauthorized persons and by pests, including but not limited to the
following: (a) closing and locking of all windows, doors (including garage doors), gates, swimming pools and any
other opening of such size that it may allow a child to access the interior of such structures; (b) re-glazing or
boarding of all broken windows; (c) implementing additional maintenance and/or security measures as may be
directed by the Commissioner, including but not limited to installing additional lighting for security, increasing
frequency of on-site inspections, employing an on-site security guard(s), disconnecting utilities and removing
meter boxes, or carrying out measures as may be required to stop the structural decline of the Distressed
Property; (d) elimination of unsanitary conditions at the Distressed Property; and (e) removal from the Distressed
Property of all materials, waste, garbage, rubbish, chemicals and substances that actually or potentially create
nuisances or pose a risk to the public health, safety or welfare.
The Owner of Distressed Property must regularly inspect and maintain any Distressed Property at least once every
two (2) weeks to ensure that such Distressed Property is in compliance with this Bylaw, as well as the State
Sanitary Code, the State Building Code and all other applicable laws, regulations and bylaws.
If the Owner of Distressed Property does not have a Local residence or Local usual place of business, then such
Owner shall retain a Local individual or Local property management company to be responsible to secure, inspect
and maintain the Owner’s Distressed Property as required by this Bylaw.
The Commissioner shall have the authority to inspect all Distressed Property subject to this Bylaw for compliance
and to issue citations for any violations. The Commissioner shall have the discretion to determine when and how
such inspections are to be made in the enforcement of this Bylaw.
Section 7. Posting
The Owners of Distressed Property shall post on the Distressed Property the name and 24-hour contact telephone
number of a Local manager of the Property as follows:
“THIS PROPERTY MANAGED BY
[Insert Name of Property Manager].
TO REPORT PROBLEMS OR CONCERNS PLEASE CALL [Insert 24-hour local contact phone
number].”
The posting shall be no less than 18 inches by 24 inches and shall be conspicuously located and clearly legible from
a distance of 50 feet from a public way abutting the Distressed Property. If no public way abuts the Distressed
Property, then such posting shall be conspicuously located and clearly legible from a distance of 50 feet from the
closest private street (as opposed to a driveway or common driveway) abutting the Distressed Property.
If the Distressed Property includes a Dilapidated Building or other building or structure, then such posting shall be
placed on the interior of a window on the front of the Dilapidated Building and/or other building or structure facing
the main abutting public way (or private way if no public way is abutting) or secured to the front exterior of the
Dilapidated Building or other building or structure facing the main abutting public way (or private way if no public
way is abutting) or, if no such area exists, on a stake of sufficient size to Secure the posting in a location that is
visible from such ways but not readily accessible to vandals. Exterior postings must be constructed of, and printed
with weather-resistant materials.
Section 8. Enforcement and Penalties
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All violations of this Bylaw, including but not limited to any failure to register a Distressed Property as required by
this Bylaw, to pay a registration fee or to hire a Local property manager for a distressed Property, shall be subject
to a fine of Three Hundred Dollars ($300.00) per offense and each day any such violations continue shall constitute
a separate offense. The Commissioner or his designee and/or any Police Officer of the Town shall have the right to
enforce this Bylaw pursuant to the non-criminal disposition procedures set forth in Article 1, Section 2 of the Town
of Canton General By-Laws. This Bylaw shall not supersede, preempt or negate any other legal authority of the
Commissioner or other public body or official to act independently on such matters.
Section 9. Request for Waiver or Stay from Payment of Fees
Any Owner of Distressed Property aggrieved by any fees due under this Bylaw may appeal to the Board or the
Board’s designee such fees by delivering to the Board within ten calendar (10) days of the date such fees are due a
written request for the Board to waive or to stay the payment of fees due pursuant to this Bylaw. The appeal
request must be accompanied by a non-refundable appeal cost to be set by the Board pursuant to G.L. c. 40,
§ 22F. Upon the proper filing of an appeal, payment of the registration fee shall be stayed pending the outcome of
the appeal.
The Board or its designee may, in its, his or her sole discretion, vote to waive or stay the payment of all or any
part of any fees due to the Town pursuant to this Bylaw.
If, upon appeal, the Board votes or its designee decides not to waive all fees due under this Bylaw, then the
Owner, without further notice or action required by the Town, shall pay to the Town within ten (10) calendar days
of such vote or decision the total amount of the fees due to the Town under this Bylaw.
If, upon appeal, the Board votes or its designee decides to stay all or any part of the fees due to the Town under
this Bylaw, then the Owner without further notice or action required by the Town, shall pay to the Town within ten
(10) calendar days of such vote or decision the total amount of fees due.
Section 10. Notice
The Commissioner may cause notice of this Bylaw to be mailed or delivered to Owners of Distressed Property in the
Town, based upon ownership and contact information readily ascertainable and available from records on file with
the Town; except however, no failure by the Commissioner to deliver such notice or failure by the Owners to
receive notice of this Bylaw shall affect the operation or enforcement of this Bylaw.
Section 11. Applicability and Other Violations
If any provision of this Bylaw imposes greater restrictions or obligations than those imposed by any other general
laws, special laws, regulations, rules, bylaws, orders, or policies then the provisions of this Bylaw control.
The provisions of this Bylaw are in addition to, and not in lieu of, any and all other applicable provisions of the
Town of Canton General By-laws, Town of Canton Zoning By-laws and all other federal, state and Town laws,
regulations and codes.
Section 12. Severability
If any provision of this Bylaw is held by a court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, then such provision shall be
considered separately and apart from the remaining provisions, which shall remain in full force and effect.
Board of Selectmen
MOVED:

To amend the General By-Laws of the Town by adding Article XXII – as follows:

Section 1. Introduction
Many properties being foreclosed upon by institutions frequently remain abandoned or become
dilapidated for months and years at a time during and after the foreclosure process. This often creates
attractive public nuisances, unsecured properties open to weather, vandalism and illegal occupancy,
unsafe conditions, and violations of multiple aspects of the State Building Code and State Sanitary
Code.
Such properties encourage blight, reduce real estate values of surrounding properties
neighborhoods, and create significant maintenance and monitoring costs to the Town of Canton.
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The institutions who perform foreclosures or who own properties after foreclosure often have little to
no connection with the Town and are removed from the communities affected. Furthermore, they
frequently fail to provide any identification or contact information to allow the Town to determine who
the owners of properties are or to contact them regarding violations of applicable laws, codes,
regulations and Town bylaws.
Section 2. Purpose
The purpose of this Bylaw is to protect and preserve the health, safety, security and general welfare of
the public and occupants, abutters and neighborhoods by requiring all Owners of Distressed Property
to register with the Town and to properly maintain Distressed Property, and, by doing so, expediting
the (1) remediation of violations of any applicable laws, codes, regulations and bylaws,
(2) rehabilitation and permanent legal occupancy of Distressed Property, and (3) protection of public
health, safety and welfare.
Section 3. Definitions
When used in this Bylaw, unless a contrary intention clearly appears, the following terms shall have the
following meanings:
“Abandoned Property” means any vacant Property and/or any Property not currently legally occupied.
“Board” means the Town of Canton Board of Selectmen.
“Bylaw” means the provisions of this Article XXII of the Town of Canton General By-laws.
“Commissioner” means the Town of Canton’s Building Commissioner.
“Contact Information” means a person’s: (a) name, (b) mailing address, which shall include a street
number, street name, city/town and zip code and which may not be a P.O. Box, (c) telephone number
where that person may be reached during regular business hours (8:30 A.M. - 5:00 P.M. E.S.T.) and
(d) email address.
“Dilapidated Building” means any building or structure, or portion thereof, that: (a) shows sign of
decay, deterioration or full or partial ruination through neglect or misuse, (b) is unsafe or not
structurally sound, and/or (c) is otherwise unfit for healthy or safe habitation or access.
“Distressed Property” means:
(a) any Property in Foreclosure;
(b) any Abandoned Property or any Property showing Evidence of Abandonment;
(c) any Dilapidated Building; and/or
(d) any Property where the Owner, by his, her or its action or inaction, has created or failed to correct
a material health and/or safety condition at a Property. A material health and/or safety condition
may be found where the health, safety and welfare of persons, the neighborhood or general public
is or may be at risk, including but not limited to instances where:
(1) a building is vacant for any length of time that is inconsistent with its use as a residential,
commercial or industrial building and/or premises;
(2) there exists a lack of maintenance and/or a deterioration of a building or grounds which
actually or potentially poses a risk to the public health, safety, security and welfare and/or to
the enjoyment of occupants, abutters and/or neighborhoods;
(3) the structural vandalism of a building or grounds has gone unrepaired; and/or
(4) a lack of maintenance, a use or a deterioration of a building and/or premises promotes a
degradation of the surrounding neighborhood adversely affecting public health, safety, security
and welfare or the enjoyment of occupants, abutters or neighborhoods.
“Evidence of Abandonment” means any Property that independently or in the context of the totality of
circumstances would lead a reasonable person to believe that a Property is Abandoned Property or
occupied by a person without a legal right of occupancy. Such conditions include but are not limited to:
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(1) overgrown grass (1 foot or higher) or noticeable amounts of dead vegetation; (2) accumulation of
unclaimed newspapers, circulars, flyers or mail; (3) past-due utility notices or disconnected utilities;
(4) accumulation of trash, garbage, junk or debris; (5) the absence of window coverings such as
curtains, blinds or shutters; (6) the absence of furnishings or personal items consistent with
habitation; (7) a swimming pool in such disrepair that a dangerous condition may exist; and/or
(8) reports by neighbors, passersby, delivery agents or government employees that the Property is
Abandoned Property.
“Foreclosure” means the process by which a Property serving as security for a loan or other debt is
taken to satisfy such loan or debt, regardless of what stage the process is in (from the Initiation of the
Foreclosure Process through the conclusion of any such process) and whether the process entails
foreclosure by sale, by entry or by action.
“Initiation of Foreclosure Process” means taking any of the following actions: (a) taking possession of
a Property pursuant to G.L. c. 244, § 1; (b) delivering a notice of intention to foreclose on a Property
pursuant to G.L. c. 244, § 17B; or (c) commencing a foreclosure action on a Property in either the Land
Court or Superior Court.
“Local” means within twenty (20) driving miles distance of the property in question.
“Mortgagee” means a mortgagee or creditor that holds rights, title or interests to a Property pursuant
to a mortgage or security agreement, and shall include but not be limited to lenders in a mortgage
agreement, service companies and their agents, employees, successors in interest and assignees.
“Owner” and “Owners” mean every person, entity, service company, property manager or real estate
broker, who alone or severally with others:
(a)

has legal or equitable title to any Property by Foreclosure, transfer, court order or
otherwise;

(b)

is a Mortgagee that has undertaken any Initiation of Foreclosure Process;

(c)

is a Mortgagee in possession of a Property;

(d)

is a trustee who holds, owns or controls mortgage loans for mortgage-backed
securities transactions and has undertaken any Initiation of Foreclosure Process;

(e)

has care, charge, custody or control of any Property in any capacity, including but not
limited to as trustee, agent, fiduciary or other personal representative
(e.g., executor/executrix, administrator/administratrix, guardian or conservator) of
the estate of the holder of legal title;

(f)

is an agent, trustee or other person appointed by a court and vested with possession,
receivership or control of any Property; and/or

(g)

is an officer or trustee for the organization of unit owners of a condominium created
pursuant to G.L. c. 183A, except however, this Bylaw shall not apply to such officers or
trustees to the extent that the officers or trustees, on behalf of the organization of unit
owners, enforce a lien placed on a unit in their condominium for unpaid delinquent
common expenses, fees, assessments and other charges pursuant to G.L. c. 254, §§ 5
and 5A.

“Property” means any improved or unimproved real property or portions thereof located in the Town,
together with the buildings, structures thereon and appurtenances thereto, including but not limited to
dwellings, dwelling units, mobile dwelling units and commercial properties, or any portions thereof,
situated on, over and under such real property regardless of condition and regardless as to whether
such real property is used for residential, commercial, industrial or other purposes. For purposes of
this Bylaw, “Property” shall not include property owned by the Town.
“Town” means the Town of Canton.

- 92 -

ANNUAL TOWN MEETING APRIL 30, 2012

Section 4. Registration of Vacant and/or Foreclosing Property; Duty to Provide Written Notice of
Distressed Property, Foreclosure and Change of Local Property Manager
(a)
Filing of Registration. All Owners of Distressed Property in the Town must initially register
such Distressed Property with the Commissioner as provided herein and on forms provided by the
Commissioner, if any, within ten (10) days of becoming the Owner of the Distressed Property or within
forty five (45) days of the effective date of this Bylaw, whichever is later.
(b)
Content of Registry Filing. All such registrations must state the correct street number and
street name of the Distressed Property, the map, block and parcel number of the Distressed Property,
all Contact Information of the Owner, and all Contact Information for the authorized agent of such
Owner with regard to such Distressed Property, and shall otherwise be provided in the manner
prescribed by G.L. c. 59, § 57D. The mailing address may not be a P.O. Box.
If an Owner of Distressed Property does not reside or have a usual place of business in the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, then such Owner’s registration shall also include all Contact
Information for (1) a person who resides within the Commonwealth of Massachusetts and is authorized
to accept service of process on behalf of the Owner and who shall be designated as the Owner’s agent
for purpose of receiving all notices issued pursuant to this Bylaw, and (2) a Local individual or Local
property management company who shall be responsible for the security and maintenance of the
Distressed Property as required by this Bylaw.
If the Owner or Owner’s agent is a corporation, company, trust, association or other entity or
organization, then such registration shall also provide all Contact Information of an individual person
who has the authority to make decisions and to undertake actions regarding the Distressed Property,
including but not limited to decisions and actions related to compliance with the State Building Code
and/or State Sanitary Code, work to and rehabilitation of the Distressed Property and all its facilities
and improvements, and other maintenance of the Distressed Property.
(c)
Condition of Distressed Property at Time of Filing. This initial registration and all subsequent
annual registrations must also certify that the Distressed Property was inspected and identify whether
the Distressed Property is vacant or in Foreclosure at the time of filing the registration. If the
Distressed Property is vacant or in Foreclosure at the time of any such registration, then the Owner
must provide in the registration form all Contact Information of the Local individual or Local property
management company responsible for the security and maintenance of the Distressed Property as
required by this Bylaw.
In the event the ownership of any Distressed Property changes
(d)
Change of Ownership.
subsequent to registration, then both the former and current Owner of the Distressed Property shall be
jointly and severally responsible to provide to the Commissioner within ten (10) days of the change of
ownership written notification of such change in ownership and a completed registration form for the
new Owner of the Distressed Property as required above.
(e)
Change of Contact Information. If any Contact Information of any Owner of Distressed
Property or that Owner’s agent changes at any time, then such Owner shall submit to the
Commissioner a new registration form as required above, setting forth all the Owner’s and/or Owner’s
agent’s new Contact Information in the manner required above, together with any applicable fees.
(f)
Notice of Violation to Apparent Owner. Without limiting the generality of the provisions of this
Section 4, if the Commissioner, in his sole judgment, determines that a Property is a Distressed
Property and provides to the party appearing to be the Owner of such Distressed Property pursuant to
records on file with the Town or otherwise readily available a written notice that such party appears to
be the Owner of Distressed Property in the Town and such party is responsible to comply with this
Bylaw, then such party must: (a) as the Owner of the Distressed Property, register the Distressed
Property with the Town within ten (10) days of the date of such notice and otherwise comply with this
Bylaw, or (b) provide to the Commissioner within ten (10) days of the date of such notice evidence
satisfactory to the Commissioner that such party is not the Owner of such Distressed Property and any
information regarding the new Owner of the Distressed Property that such party may have, including
but not limited to all the new Owner’s Contact Information.
(g)
Annual Registration; Expiration. All initial registrations are valid until the earlier of the date
that (a) is one calendar year from the date the initial registration is received by the Commissioner at
which time such registrations shall expire, or (b) the Owner submitting such initial registration form no
longer owns the Distressed Property. Owners of Distressed Property shall file annual registrations
every year on or before the date that initial registrations expire.
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(h)
Failure to Register. Failure to register a Distressed Property as required by this Section 4 shall
be a violation of this Bylaw.
Section 5. Initial Registration Fee; Annual Registration Fee; Failure to Pay
When registering Distressed Property pursuant to this Bylaw, the Owner of the Distressed Property
shall pay to the Town, together with the submission of any registration forms, fees to be set by the
Board pursuant to G.L. c. 40, § 22F to cover the administrative cost of monitoring and ensuring the
security and proper maintenance of such Distressed Property.
All registration fees, fines and other charges due and payable to the Town pursuant to this Bylaw shall
be due and payable regardless of the delivery by the Town or receipt by any Owner of any billing
statement or other notice of such fees, fines or other charges.
Failure to pay any fees as required by this Bylaw shall be a violation of this Bylaw, and the full amount
of all unpaid fees due under and fines issued for violations of this Bylaw not paid by the date due shall
constitute a “municipal charges lien” on the Distressed Property in accordance with G.L. c. 40, § 58.
Section 6. Security, Maintenance and Inspections of Distressed Property
The Owner of Distressed Property shall secure all structures at the Distressed Property from the
weather and in such a manner as to prevent access by unauthorized persons and by pests, including
but not limited to the following: (a) closing and locking of all windows, doors (including garage doors),
gates, swimming pools and any other opening of such size that it may allow a child to access the
interior of such structures; (b) re-glazing or boarding of all broken windows; (c) implementing
additional maintenance and/or security measures as may be directed by the Commissioner, including
but not limited to installing additional lighting for security, increasing frequency of on-site inspections,
employing an on-site security guard(s), disconnecting utilities and removing meter boxes, or carrying
out measures as may be required to stop the structural decline of the Distressed Property;
(d) elimination of unsanitary conditions at the Distressed Property; and (e) removal from the
Distressed Property of all materials, waste, garbage, rubbish, chemicals and substances that actually or
potentially create nuisances or pose a risk to the public health, safety or welfare.
The Owner of Distressed Property must regularly inspect and maintain any Distressed Property at least
once every two (2) weeks to ensure that such Distressed Property is in compliance with this Bylaw, as
well as the State Sanitary Code, the State Building Code and all other applicable laws, regulations and
bylaws.
If the Owner of Distressed Property does not have a Local residence or Local usual place of business,
then such Owner shall retain a Local individual or Local property management company to be
responsible to secure, inspect and maintain the Owner’s Distressed Property as required by this Bylaw.
The Commissioner shall have the authority to inspect all Distressed Property subject to this Bylaw for
compliance and to issue citations for any violations. The Commissioner shall have the discretion to
determine when and how such inspections are to be made in the enforcement of this Bylaw.
Section 7. Posting
The Owners of Distressed Property shall post on the Distressed Property the name and 24-hour contact
telephone number of a Local manager of the Property as follows:
“THIS PROPERTY MANAGED BY
[Insert Name of Property Manager].
TO REPORT PROBLEMS OR CONCERNS PLEASE CALL [Insert 24-hour local contact phone
number].”
The posting shall be no less than 18 inches by 24 inches and shall be conspicuously located and clearly
legible from a distance of 50 feet from a public way abutting the Distressed Property. If no public way
abuts the Distressed Property, then such posting shall be conspicuously located and clearly legible
from a distance of 50 feet from the closest private street (as opposed to a driveway or common
driveway) abutting the Distressed Property.
If the Distressed Property includes a Dilapidated Building or other building or structure, then such
posting shall be placed on the interior of a window on the front of the Dilapidated Building and/or
other building or structure facing the main abutting public way (or private way if no public way is
abutting) or secured to the front exterior of the Dilapidated Building or other building or structure
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facing the main abutting public way (or private way if no public way is abutting) or, if no such area
exists, on a stake of sufficient size to Secure the posting in a location that is visible from such ways but
not readily accessible to vandals. Exterior postings must be constructed of, and printed with weatherresistant materials.
Section 8. Enforcement and Penalties
All violations of this Bylaw, including but not limited to any failure to register a Distressed Property as
required by this Bylaw, to pay a registration fee or to hire a Local property manager for a distressed
Property, shall be subject to a fine of Three Hundred Dollars ($300.00) per offense and each day any
such violations continue shall constitute a separate offense. The Commissioner or his designee and/or
any Police Officer of the Town shall have the right to enforce this Bylaw pursuant to the non-criminal
disposition procedures set forth in Article 1, Section 2 of the Town of Canton General By-Laws. This
Bylaw shall not supersede, preempt or negate any other legal authority of the Commissioner or other
public body or official to act independently on such matters.
Section 9. Request for Waiver or Stay from Payment of Fees
Any Owner of Distressed Property aggrieved by any fees due under this Bylaw may appeal to the Board
or the Board’s designee such fees by delivering to the Board within ten calendar (10) days of the date
such fees are due a written request for the Board to waive or to stay the payment of fees due pursuant
to this Bylaw. The appeal request must be accompanied by a non-refundable appeal cost to be set by
the Board pursuant to G.L. c. 40, § 22F.
Upon the proper filing of an appeal, payment of the
registration fee shall be stayed pending the outcome of the appeal.
The Board or its designee may, in its, his or her sole discretion, vote to waive or stay the payment of all
or any part of any fees due to the Town pursuant to this Bylaw.
If, upon appeal, the Board votes or its designee decides not to waive all fees due under this Bylaw,
then the Owner, without further notice or action required by the Town, shall pay to the Town within ten
(10) calendar days of such vote or decision the total amount of the fees due to the Town under this
Bylaw.
If, upon appeal, the Board votes or its designee decides to stay all or any part of the fees due to the
Town under this Bylaw, then the Owner without further notice or action required by the Town, shall
pay to the Town within ten (10) calendar days of such vote or decision the total amount of fees due.
Section 10. Notice
The Commissioner may cause notice of this Bylaw to be mailed or delivered to Owners of Distressed
Property in the Town, based upon ownership and contact information readily ascertainable and
available from records on file with the Town; except however, no failure by the Commissioner to deliver
such notice or failure by the Owners to receive notice of this Bylaw shall affect the operation or
enforcement of this Bylaw.
Section 11. Applicability and Other Violations
If any provision of this Bylaw imposes greater restrictions or obligations than those imposed by any
other general laws, special laws, regulations, rules, bylaws, orders, or policies then the provisions of
this Bylaw shall control.
The provisions of this Bylaw are in addition to, and not in lieu of, any and all other applicable provisions
of the Town of Canton General By-laws, Town of Canton Zoning By-laws and all other federal, state and
Town laws, regulations and codes.
Section 12. Severability
If any provision of this Bylaw is held by a court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, then such
provision shall be considered separately and apart from the remaining provisions, which shall remain in
full force and effect.
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:
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DISCUSSION: The Finance Committee voted in favor of Article 37, 8-1. This Article will add Regulation and
Registration of vacant and/or foreclosed properties. The majority of the Finance Committee felt that the added
registration and regulation would reduce the chances that an abandoned property would become a public nuisance
and possibly an unsafe situation. The current Town by-laws do not go far enough to prevent vacant and/or
foreclosed properties from falling into disrepair and provide the town with very little options to prevent unsightly
and/or unsafe conditions.
APPROVED__________DISAPPROVED__________

ARTICLE 38
ACCEPT CHAPTER 32B SECTION 20 (OTHER POST EMPLOYMENT BENEFITS)
Article 38 To see if the Town will vote to accept the provisions of MGL Chapter 32B Section 20 which provides as
follows:
Section 20. A city, town, district, county or municipal lighting plant that accepts this section, may establish a
separate fund, to be known as an Other Post Employment Benefits Liability Trust Fund, and a funding schedule for
the fund. The schedule and any future updates shall be designed, consistent with standards issued by the
Governmental Accounting Standards Board, to reduce the unfunded actuarial liability of health care and other postemployment benefits to zero as of an actuarially acceptable period of years and to meet the normal cost of all such
future benefits for which the governmental unit is obligated. The schedule and any future updates shall be: (i)
developed by an actuary retained by a municipal lighting plant or any other governmental unit and triennially
reviewed by the board for a municipal lighting plant or by the chief executive officer of a governmental unit; and
(ii) reviewed and approved by the actuary in the public employee retirement administration commission.
The board of a municipal lighting plant or the legislative body of any other governmental unit may appropriate
amounts recommended by the schedule to be credited to the fund. Any interest or other income generated by the
fund shall be added to and become part of the fund.
Amounts that a governmental unit receives as a sponsor of a qualified retiree prescription drug plan under 42
U.S.C. 1395w-132 may be added to and become part of the fund.
The custodian of the fund shall be: (i) a designee appointed by the board of a municipal lighting plant; or (ii) the
treasurer of any other governmental unit. Funds shall be invested and reinvested by the custodian consistent with
the prudent investor rule set forth in chapter 203C.
This section may be accepted in a city having a Plan D or Plan E charter by vote of the city council; in any other
city by vote of the city council and approval of the mayor; in a town by vote of the town at a town meeting; in a
district by vote of the governing board; in a municipal lighting plant by vote of the board; and in a county by vote
of the county commissioners.
Board of Selectmen for the Finance Director
MOTION 1
MOVED:

That MGL Chapter 32B Section 20 be hereby accepted.
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:

7-0-0

DISCUSSION:
The Finance Committee unanimously supports this Article and the measures to reduce the actual
unfunded liability for Other Post-Employment Benefits (OPEB) for health care. Not only is this Trust Fund looked
upon favorably by the bond rating agencies, but it is a means to reduce a major and growing unfunded liability of
the Town. The actuarial estimate of the unfunded liability for OPEB is currently $131 million. Establishing this fund
will help the Town keep its impeccable Standard & Poor’s Rating Services “AAA” Long term/Stable credit rating intact, therefore minimizing the Town’s cost of debt. The Finance Committee believes there are potential sources
that could be considered to begin funding this Trust Fund including, but not limited to, the 2011 supplemental
State Aid appropriation of $131,146, revenues from the proposed Local Option Meals Excise Tax Option (if passed
at the 2012 ATM or later), and savings emanating from the adoption of a new health care plan.
APPROVED__________DISAPPROVED__________
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MOTION 2
MOVED:
That the sum of One Hundred Thousand Dollars ($100,000) be appropriated to the
Other Post Employment Benefits Trust Fund by transfer from Fund #176 Other State Revenue
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:

5-4-0

MAJORITY DISCUSSION:
This motion authorizes the Town to fund the Other Post-Employment Benefits
(OPEB) Liability Trust Fund with $100,000 from the supplemental State Aid appropriation, and is contingent upon
the Town approving Motion 1.
While the Finance Committee unanimously supports funding the OPEB Liability
Trust Fund with the supplemental state aid appropriation, the Committee is split as to the amount to use for this
purpose. The Majority believes that committing more than $100,000 may be perceived as too aggressive or
inflexible when considering other potential uses for the supplemental state aid.
The Finance Committee,
nonetheless, is in unison that the OPEB Liability Trust Fund must be funded, with contributions being made on an
annual basis.
MINORITY DISCUSSION:
To be clear, the minority of FINCOM members completely agree that FY12
supplemental State Aid should be used to fund the OPEB Liability Trust Fund. Our disagreement is with how much
of the $131,146 in supplemental state aid should be used for this purpose. The total funds needed to pay for the
OPEB benefits in the future are calculated by an actuary as the estimated cost of the future promised health care
benefits less any offsets for Medicare. The basic problem is that while the town has made promises to pay the
medical costs for retired employees, it has not put the funds aside to pay for those benefits. As a result, when the
costs for these benefits become too large to pay with the current year's appropriations, the Town will either need to
cut services or change its promises. The actuarial estimate of the unfunded liability for OPEB is currently $131
million. Given the alarming amount of this unfunded liability, the minority feels very strongly that all opportunities
to fund this shortfall must be taken. Thus, the minority recommends that the entire $131,146 in FY12
supplemental state aid be allocated to the OPEB Liability Trust Fund.
APPROVED__________DISAPPROVED__________

ARTICLE 39
ACCEPTANCE OF HISTORICAL WAY
Article 39 To see if the Town will vote to accept as a town way, the layout of the following described street as
recommended by the Planning Board and laid out by the Board of Selectmen (M.G.L. c. 41 and c. 82, as amended),
and to authorize the Board of Selectmen to acquire by purchase, gift, eminent domain or otherwise, such land,
slope and drainage easements or other easement as may be necessary to effect the purpose of this Article, and to
see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, borrow pursuant to any applicable statute or transfer from
available funds, a sum of money for such purposes; and to take such other action as may be appropriate thereto:
Beginning at a point on Washington Street at the Southerly corner of Lot 2
Northwesterly

along the arc of a curve to the right having a radius of 30.54 feet and a length of 45.42
feet along Historical Way to a point; thence turning and running

Northwesterly

75.72 feet to a point; thence turning and running

Northwesterly

along the arc of a curve to the left having a radius of 141.62 feet and a length of 60.18
feet to a point; thence turning and running

Northwesterly

155 feet a point; thence turning and running

Northerly

along the arc of a curve to the right having a radius of 75.00 feet and a length of 145.21
feet along Historical Way to a point; thence turning and running

Northeasterly

184.10 feet to a point; thence turning and running

Southeasterly

along the arc of a curve to the right having a radius of 20.00 feet and a length of 28.91
feet to a point; thence turning and running
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Southeasterly

along the arc of a curve to the right having a radius of 60.00 feet and a length of 176.75
feet to a point; thence turning and running

Northerly

59.20 feet to a point; thence turning and running

Northwesterly

326.50 feet to a point; thence turning and running

Southwesterly

along the arc of a curve to the left having a radius of 125.00 feet and a length of 242.01
feet to a point; thence turning and running

Southeasterly

155.00 feet to a point; thence turning and running

Southeasterly

along the arc of a curve to the right having a radius of 91.62 feet and a length of 38.94
feet to a point; thence turning and running

1Southeasterly

66.02 feet to a point; thence turning and running

Southwesterly

along the arc of a curve to the right having a radius of 30.00 feet and a length of 50.16
feet to a point; thence turning and running

Northeasterly
111.50 feet along Washington Street to the point of beginning,
Or to take any other action related thereto.
Petition by for Martin Devane and 49 others
FINANCE COMMITTEE MOTION:
MOVED:
That the subject matter of Article 39 be indefinitely postponed.
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:

9-0-0

PLANNING BOARD MOTION:
MOVED:
That the subject matter of Article 39 be indefinitely postponed.
PLANNING BOARD VOTE:

3-0-1

FINANCE COMMITTEE DISCUSSION:
Roads and sidewalks are required to meet Massachusetts Architectural
Access Board [AAB] Rules and Regulations 521 CMR in addition to Americans with Disabilities Act [ADA]
requirements. The purpose of these regulations is to provide safe access and use of roads and sidewalks by
persons with disabilities and they define access requirements for walkways, curb cuts, parking, passenger loading
zones and sidewalks. The Town is subject to legal action and penalties for any public road that does not meet the
AAB/ADA requirements. It has been determined that Historical Way does not currently meet AAB or ADA access
requirements and that upgrades to satisfy these requirements will require substantial financial investment by the
Town if the road is accepted as a public way. Further, the condition of the road itself is poor and one estimate for
repaving was $100K, which would be the financial responsibility of the Town if this road were accepted. Based on
these costs, the Finance Committee recommends that this article be postponed indefinitely.

PLANNING BOARD DISCUSSION:
The Planning Board majority voted to postpone indefinitely the
acceptance of Historical Way. The Board was not presented with any information regarding the current status of
the Way or if it currently meets Rules and Regulations for the acceptance of a Street in the Town of Canton.
Without that information, it is impossible to determine if the Street should be recommended for acceptance by the
Town of Canton.
APPROVED__________DISAPPROVED__________
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ARTICLE 40
ADDITIONAL 43D PRIORITY DEVELOPMENT SITES
Article 40 To see if the Town will vote to accept the provisions of c.43D, Sections 1 through 16, of the General
Laws and to designate the following parcels of land as a "Priority Development Sites" in the Town of Canton for
expedited municipal permitting within the meaning of G.L. Chapter 43D, and to approve the filing of an application
with the Commonwealth of Massachusetts Interagency Permitting Board for designation of such parcels as Priority
Development Sites, including but not limited to:
46 Turnpike St.,
and that the Board of Selectmen be hereby authorized to implement the following within 120 days of the
acceptance of Chapter 43D with respect to the above mentioned Priority Development Sites:
(a) appoint a single point of contact to serve as the primary municipal liaison for all issues relating to Chapter 43D
in connection with said Priority Development Sites;
(b) amend rules and regulations, with the assistance of various permitting boards, on permit issuance to conform
with Chapter 43D with respect to the foregoing Priority Development Sites;
(c) along with the Town's permitting boards, collect and ensure the availability of all governing statutes, local
bylaws, regulations, procedures and protocols pertaining to each permit;
(d) establish a procedure whereby the Board of Selectmen shall determine all permits, reviews and predevelopment review required for a Priority Development Site project, all required scoping sessions, public comment
periods and public hearings and all additional specific applications and supplemental information required for
review, including when applicable, the identification of potential conflicts of jurisdiction or substantive standards
with abutting municipalities and a procedure for notifying the applicant; and
(e) establish a procedure, following notification of the required submissions for review as set forth in clause (d)
above, for determining if all the materials required for the review of the Priority Development project have been
completed.
Board of Selectmen for Economic Development Committee
MOVED: That the provisions of Chapter 43D, Sections 1 through 16, of the General Laws be accepted
and that the parcel of land identified as 500 Turnpike Street be designated as a "Priority Development
Site" in the Town of Canton for expedited municipal permitting within the meaning of G.L. Chapter 43D
and that the filing of an application with the Commonwealth of Massachusetts Interagency Permitting
Board for designation of such parcel as a Priority Development Site be approved and that the Board of
Selectmen be authorized to implement the following within 120 days of the acceptance of Chapter 43D
with respect to the above mentioned Priority Development Sites:
(a) appoint a single point of contact to serve as the primary municipal liaison for all issues relating to
Chapter 43D in connection with said Priority Development Sites;
(b) amend rules and regulations, with the assistance of various permitting boards, on permit issuance
to conform with Chapter 43D with respect to the foregoing Priority Development Sites;
(c) along with the Town's permitting boards, collect and ensure the availability of all governing
statutes, local bylaws, regulations, procedures and protocols pertaining to each permit;
(d) establish a procedure whereby the Board of Selectmen shall determine all permits, reviews and
pre-development review required for a Priority Development Site project, all required scoping sessions,
public comment periods and public hearings and all additional specific applications and supplemental
information required for review, including when applicable, the identification of potential conflicts of
jurisdiction or substantive standards with abutting municipalities and a procedure for notifying the
applicant; and
(e) establish a procedure, following notification of the required submissions for review as set forth in
clause (d) above, for determining if all the materials required for the review of the Priority
Development project have been completed.
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FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:

8-0-0

DISCUSSION: The Finance Committee unanimously supports Article 40. The Town adopted Chapter 43D
Expedited Permitting at the 2007 ATM.
Since that time many parcels have been designated as Priority
Development Sites. By all accounts, the recent Chapter 43D designations have furthered the Town’s goals of
attracting new commercial and business developments and increasing revenue for the town. The property, located
at 500 Turnpike Street, being proposed for designation is available, is zoned for industrial/commercial use, and was
unanimously supported for designation by the Economic Development Committee.
APPROVED__________DISAPPROVED__________

ARTICLE 41
ACCEPT GENERAL OR SESSION LAWS ENACTED BY THE GENERAL COURT
Article 41 To see if the town will vote to accept any general or session laws enacted by the General Court for the
benefit of cities or towns or of benefit to the Town of Canton, or to take any other action related thereto.
Board of Selectmen
MOVED:

That the subject matter of Article 41 be indefinitely postponed.
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:

9-0-0

DISCUSSION: As has been the practice at previous Town Meeting, this article was placed on the warrant in
anticipation of legislation that may be in the General Court (Legislature) and that could benefit the Town of Canton.
The Article allows the Town to support or reject, at Town Meeting, any legislation that emerges from the General
Court prior to Town Meeting. Since no laws enacted by the General Court and benefiting the Town of Canton came
forward the Finance Committee voted to have the subject matter of this article withdrawn from consideration and
action of this warrant article indefinitely postponed.
APPROVED__________DISAPPROVED__________

ARTICLE 42
INSURANCE PROCEEDS
Article 42 To see whether the Town will vote to appropriate all sums over $20,000 recovered under the terms of
any insurance policy and any other insurance proceeds paid to the Town in connection with any losses suffered by
the Town during the course of FY 12 and/or FY 13, or to take any other action related thereto.
Board of Selectmen
MOVED:

That the subject matter of Article 42 be indefinitely postponed.
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:

DISCUSSION: The Finance Committee unanimously voted to indefinitely postpone Article 42. At this time, there
were no insurance proceeds collected by the Town in excess of $20,000.
While the Finance Committee
understands that the schools have filed a claim related to the High School loss, at the time the Finance committee
voted this article, the claim had not been settled. If the claim is settled prior to ATM, this motion may be modified
on town floor.
APPROVED__________DISAPPROVED__________
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ARTICLE 43
VOTE TO RESCIND UNUSED BORROWING AUTHORIZATIONS
Article 43
To see if the town will vote to rescind unused borrowing authorizations previously voted by the
town, or to take any other action related thereto.
Board of Selectmen
MOVED:
That the following unused borrowing authorizations previously voted by the Town be
hereby rescinded:

AUTHORIZED
DATE
ARTICLE

4/27/09
4/27/09
4/27/09
4/27/09
4/27/09

13
13
13
13
13

MOTION

4
4
5
9
12

AUTHORIZED AMOUNT TO BE
AMOUNT
RESCINDED

PURPOSE

Fire Department Equipment
DPW Dump Truck Body
Middle School Acoustical Panels
Water Dump Truck & Loader
Ambulance
TOTALS

$80,000
42,000
41,000
276,000
225,000
$664,000

$

2,000
4,650
2,850
9,432
6,739

$25,671

FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE: 6-0-0
DISCUSSION: The Finance Committee unanimously supports Article 43. This Article rescinds borrowing that was
initially approved and borrowed but not needed. By rescinding the authorization the town is not taking away any
funds from departments but rather performing a bookkeeping transaction that, among other things, improves our
appearance in the eyes of lending agencies.
APPROVED__________DISAPPROVED__________

ARTICLE 44
LOCAL OPTION MEALS EXCISE TAX
Article 44 To see if the Town will vote to accept section 2(a) chapter 64 L of the General Laws of the
Commonwealth to impose an excise tax of .75% on sales of restaurant meals to take effect on July 1, 2012; or
take any other action related thereto.
Board of Selectmen for the Director of Finance

MOVED:
Moved that Section 2(a) of Chapter 64L of the General Laws of the Commonwealth as
established by section 60 of chapter 27 of the Acts of 2009, which section 2(a) would impose an excise
tax of .75% on sales of restaurant meals, be accepted by the Town to take effect July 1, 2012.
VOTE:

6-1-0

MAJORITY DISCUSSION:
The Majority of the Finance Committee supports this Article to accept Chapter
64L, Section 2(a) of the Massachusetts General Laws for an excise tax of .75% on sales of restaurant meals.
Members of the Majority do not believe this tax (coming to about 37 cents for every $50 spent on a restaurant
meal) would create an undue burden to the residents of Canton; especially the members of our community that
can least afford to pay additional taxes (there are exceptions for disadvantaged/low income groups and non-profit
organizations). Members of the Majority also do not believe this tax would unfairly burden our Town’s business
owners or cause consumers to patronize restaurants outside the Town because many of the surrounding towns and
communities (i.e. Milton, Norwood, Stoughton, Dedham, Walpole, Foxboro, and Easton) have already adopted a
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similar tax. Members of the Majority believe that this revenue source, a portion emanating from residents outside
the Town, may mitigate the need to increase other tax rates. The Majority believe these funds should go directly
to the most important needs of the Town.
MINORITY DISCUSSION:
The economy is still very difficult for many in Canton. The local businesses have
also expressed the fact that the economy is difficult for them. The minority felt it more important to encourage
patronization of the Canton restaurants and not to increase taxes. The minority also felt that the predicted
revenue, $25,000 to $30,000 a month was a very high estimate; as this estimated monthly revenue represents 3
to 4 million dollars a month spent on meals bought in Canton. The minority believed this to be an ill-advised tax at
this time.

ARTICLE 45
TRANSFER OF FUNDS TO MEET FY 13 APPROPRIATIONS
Article 45 To see what sum the Town will vote to transfer from Free Cash in the treasury to meet the
appropriations for the ensuing Fiscal Year and to authorize the Assessors to use in fixing the rate, pass any vote,
or to take any other action related thereto.
Board of Selectmen
MOVED:
That the sum of Six Hundred Thousand Dollars ($600,000) be transferred from Free
Cash in the treasury of the Town to the Stabilization Fund for the fiscal year ended June 30, 2012.
FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:

8-0-0

DISCUSSION: The Finance Committee unanimously supports adoption of this article. It is the strong belief of
the Finance Committee that sound fiscal policy warrants that sufficient funds be contained within the Free Cash
Reserves and the Stabilization Fund to deal with unforeseen emergencies. A healthy balance in reserve funds is
also essential for maintaining Cantons excellent AAA rating. Bond Rating Agencies typically require that Towns
receiving an AAA rating have 15% of their operating budget held in reserves and currently Canton reserve levels
are at 10%. However, the rating agencies have stated that a critical factor in continuing to award Canton with an
AAA rating despite the low reserve levels is the fact that Canton has voted to transfer funds into the stabilization
fund each year despite difficult economic times.
APPROVED__________DISAPPROVED__________

ARTICLE 46
APPROPRIATE FUNDS TO MEET EXPENSES FOR NEXT FISCAL YEAR
Article 46 To see what sums of money the town will vote to raise and appropriate, transfer from any available
funds or borrow from any applicable statute to meet the expenses of the next fiscal year for the various Town
Boards, Committees, Departments and Agencies, or to take any other action related thereto.
Board of Selectmen
MOVED:
That the various sums of money contained in the printed report of the Finance
Committee be raised and appropriated for the various purposes as are enumerated in the said report,
and that certain funds be transferred to meet such appropriation as set forth below, provided however,
that for the purposes of MGL chapter forty-four, section thirty-one (c. 44, §31) the individual and
separately numbered items within each account are not to be considered as separate votes but rather
as detail provided only for general information purposes, it being the intention of this vote to have a,
so-called, bottom line budget enabling department heads, with the approval of the Finance Director, to
shift funds from one subsidiary account to another within the total amount available to the department,
office or agency.
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Votes to Transfer Available Funds
WITH A VOTE THAT $2,239,456 BE TRANSFERRED AS FOLLOWS:
TRANSFER FROM

AMOUNT

WATER ENTERPRISE FUND
AMBULANCE SERVICE
SEWER ENTERPRISE FUND
AMBULANCE SERVICE
SCHOOL FOOD SERVICE
RINK ENTERPRISE FUND
GREENLODGE STREET PARKING FEES
BOND PREMIUM FUND
ANIMAL CONTROL FEES
SALE OF REAL ESTATE
CEMETERY PERPETUAL CARE (EXPENDABLE)
SALE OF LOTS/GRAVES
WETLANDS PROTECTION
TOTAL

$744,799
650,000
388,281
108,960
102,224
80,243
45,000
42,140
30,000
22,809
15,000
5,000
5,000

PURPOSE
HEALTH INSURANCE
FIRE DEPARTMENT
HEALTH INSURANCE
DEBT SERVICE
HEALTH INSURANCE
HEALTH INSURANCE
EXECUTIVE OFFICE
DEBT SERVICE
ANIMAL CONTROL
DEBT SERVICE
CEMETERY MAINTENANCE
CEMETERY MAINTENANCE
CONSERVATION COMMISSION

$2,239,456

FINANCE COMMITTEE VOTE:

8-0-0

DISCUSSION: Please see the Finance Committee Report to the Town of Canton for ATM 2012 at the front of this
warrant for a discussion of the FY 2013 operating budget.
APPROVED__________DISAPPROVED__________
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Executive Area
(129;151;154;179;192-195;199;244;632;910)
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15,535,215

6,023,028

0

Reserve Fund

(946)

(422)

Street Lighting

Town Insurance

(423)

Snow & Ice

Retirement Benefits (911)

736,579

129,292

720,897

2,976,695

0

Norfolk Agricult HS (841)

(132)

58,666

Employer Share-Life (915)

Employer Share-Health(914)
9,814,770

1,460,438

Debt Service

(710;751;752)

Blue Hills Regional (840)

01-MUNICIPAL

15,564,318

TOTAL

149,390

187,663

Veterans Services (543)

387,343

200,587

787,950

215,000

216,343

3,001,315

400,000

0

60,000

10,503,915

6,008,252

1,337,865

199,453

391,219

Town Clerk & Elected (161;163)

1,973,648

1,003,344

3,973,464

56,113

321,972

4,470,402

853,736

1,283,389

208,912

70,277

26,049

318,628

239,095

Recreation & Playgr (542;630)

1,991,310

Public Works
(400;410;420;421;425;426;427;491;492;493)

3,988,427

54,120

308,465

978,270

(210;292)

(175)

(510)

4,479,207

(610)

Public Library

Police

Planning Board

Health Department

Fire Department (220;221;231;232;291)

864,564

202,915
1,291,198

(541)

Council on Aging

(133;135;145;155)

66,483

Conservation Comm (171)

Finance Dept

14,075

Committees & Comm
(131;149;182;184;547;691;692)

231,796

30,440,978

30,234,220

314,018

03-SCHOOL

30,440,978

ORIGINAL
BUDGET
FY 12

30,234,220

FY 11
ACTUAL

(241;176)

(141)

Building & Zoning

Assessors

(300)

TOTAL

School Dept

OPERATING BUDGET
BY VOTING CATEGORY

787,950

215,000

216,343

3,001,315

400,000

10,000

60,000

10,503,915

6,008,252

1,337,865

15,514,862

149,175

198,990

386,311

1,929,716

1,004,228

3,973,229

55,934

321,933

4,506,632

848,427

1,278,688

207,936

70,919

26,049

318,303

238,392

30,440,978

30,440,978

FY 2013
BASE
BUDGET

827,950

200,000

236,343

3,145,759

400,000

10,000

60,000

11,057,018

6,119,892

1,173,074

15,944,055

202,473

200,743

426,459

1,972,766

1,010,247

4,218,022

55,934

320,293

4,531,684

848,427

1,292,688

210,436

71,139

26,049

318,303

238,392

32,254,434

32,254,434

FY 2013
DEPT.
REQUEST

827,950

200,000

236,343

3,145,759

400,000

10,000

60,000

11,057,018

6,119,892

1,211,466

15,727,843

189,175

200,743

426,459

1,967,716

1,010,228

4,025,229

55,934

320,293

4,526,632

848,427

1,292,688

210,436

71,139

26,049

318,303

238,392

31,029,284

31,029,284

FY 2013
EXECUTIVE
REQUEST

827,950

200,000

264,735

3,145,759

500,000

10,000

60,000

10,507,018

6,119,892

1,173,074

15,745,345

204,175

202,443

426,459

1,967,716

1,011,030

4,025,229

55,934

320,293

4,526,632

848,427

1,292,688

210,436

71,139

26,049

318,303

238,392

31,920,505

31,920,505

FY 2013
FIN. COMM.
REQUEST

40,000

(15,000)

48,392

144,444

100,000

10,000

0

3,103

111,640

(164,791)

210,130

54,785

2,990

39,116

(5,932)

7,686

51,765

(179)

(1,679)

56,230

(5,309)

9,299

1,524

862

0

(325)

(703)

1,479,527

1,479,527

5.1

(7.0)

22.4

4.8

25.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

1.9

(12.3)

1.4

36.7

1.5

10.1

(0.3)

0.8

1.3

(0.3)

(0.5)

1.3

(0.6)

0.7

0.7

1.2

0.0

(0.1)

(0.3)

4.9

4.9

INC (DEC) FROM FY 12
FIN. COMM. - ORIG
$$$$
%%
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(433)

GRAND TOTALS :

02-FIXED COSTS

70,055,825

69,179,235

5,103,424
5,826,182

450 WATER ENTERPRISE

446,564

6,430,759

5,299,532

448,479

ORIGINAL
BUDGET
FY 12

24,079,632

23,380,696

FY 11
ACTUAL

100,000

1,448,992

ORIGINAL
BUDGET
FY 12

100,000

1,360,331

FY 11
ACTUAL

440 SEWER ENTERPRISE

630 RINK ENTERPRISE

ENTERPRISE FUNDS

TOTAL

Unemployment Comp (913)

Trash Collection

OPERATING BUDGET
BY VOTING CATEGORY

6,443,988

5,302,079

450,815

FY 2013
BASE
BUDGET

70,045,472

24,089,632

100,000

1,448,992

FY 2013
BASE
BUDGET

6,396,385

5,488,176

6,396,385

5,488,176

6,446,385

5,488,176

410,967

FY 2013
FIN. COMM.
REQUEST

72,023,270

24,357,420

100,000

1,448,992

FY 2013
FIN. COMM.
REQUEST

410,967

FY 2013
EXECUTIVE
REQUEST

71,574,547

24,817,420

100,000

1,448,992

FY 2013
EXECUTIVE
REQUEST

410,967

FY 2013
DEPT.
REQUEST

72,977,517

24,779,028

100,000

1,448,992

FY 2013
DEPT.
REQUEST

2.8

1.2

0.0

0.0

15,626

188,644

(37,512)

0.2

3.6

(8.4)

INC (DEC) FROM FY 12
FIN. COM - ORIG
$$$$
%%

1,967,445

277,788

0

0

INC (DEC) FROM FY 12
FIN. COMM. - ORIG
$$$$
%%
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Salaries
Expenses

TOTAL

Salaries
Expenses

Salaries
Expenses
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TOTAL

Salaries
Expenses

Salaries
Expenses

Salaries
Expenses

Salaries
Expenses

TOTAL:

Salaries

547 DISABILITY COMMISSION

TOTAL:
TOTAL:

184 BUILDINGS RENOVATIONS COM

TOTAL:
TOTAL:

182 CAPITAL OUTLAY & PLANNING

TOTAL:
TOTAL:

149 WATER/SEWER RATE POLICY

TOTAL:
TOTAL:

TOTALS:

TOTALS:

TOTALS:

03-SCHOOL

TOTALS:

TOTALS:

TOTALS:

TOTALS:

TOTALS:

03-Building & Zoning

Salaries
Expenses

131 FINANCE COMMITTEE

TOTAL:
TOTAL:

241 BUILDING DEPARTMENT

TOTAL:
TOTAL:

176 ZONING BOARD

TOTAL:
TOTAL:

141 ASSESSORS

TOTAL:
TOTAL:

300 SCHOOL DEPARTMENT

TOWN OF CANTON
BUDGET REPORT FOR FY 2013
Dept. / Finance Committee Request

51

795

3,381

380

0
237

3,001

237

2,556

856

256

1,700

0
256

1,000

700

0
0

300

0

11,500

6,635

9,557

4,865

6,227

318,628

3,330

314,018

283,933

20,243

15,782
271,843

263,690

256,061

34,695

11,909

42,175

22,786

239,095

231,796

18,520

29,430

23,655

209,665

17,529

30,440,978

30,234,220
214,267

30,440,978

6,493,499

30,234,220

23,947,479

6,609,499

ORIGINAL
BUDGET
FY 12

23,624,721

FY 11
ACTUAL

795

3,381

380

3,001

2,556

856

1,700

1,000

700

300

11,500

6,635

4,865

318,303

283,689

20,243

263,446

34,614

11,909

22,705

238,392

29,430

208,962

30,440,978

30,440,978

6,493,499

23,947,479

FY 2013
BASE
BUDGET

795

3,381

380

3,001

2,556

856

1,700

1,000

700

300

11,500

6,635

4,865

318,303

283,689

20,243

263,446

34,614

11,909

22,705

238,392

29,430

208,962

32,254,434

32,254,434

6,493,499

25,760,935

FY 2013
DEPT.
REQUEST

795

3,381

380

3,001

2,556

856

1,700

1,000

700

300

11,500

6,635

4,865

318,303

283,689

20,243

263,446

34,614

11,909

22,705

238,392

29,430

208,962

31,029,284

31,029,284

6,493,499

24,535,785

FY 2013
EXECUTIVE
REQUEST

795

3,381

380

3,001

2,556

856

1,700

1,000

700

300

11,500

6,635

4,865

318,303

283,689

20,243

263,446

34,614

11,909

22,705

238,392

29,430

208,962

31,920,505

31,920,505

6,493,499

25,427,006

FY 2013
FIN. COMM.
REQUEST

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

(325)

(244)

0

(244)

(81)

0

(81)

(703)

0

(703)

1,479,527

1,479,527

0

1,479,527

0.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

(0.1)

(0.1)

0.0

(0.1)

(0.2)

0.0

(0.4)

(0.3)

0.0

(0.3)

4.9

4.9

0.0

6.2

INC (DEC) FROM FY 12
FIN. COMM. - ORIG
$$$$
%%
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Expenses

Salaries
Expenses

TOTAL

Salaries
Expenses
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Salaries
Expenses

Salaries
Expenses

Expenses

Salaries
Expenses

Expenses

TOTAL:
TOTAL:

Salaries
Expenses

192 PUBLIC BLDGS/PROP MAINT

TOTAL:

179 PLANNING DEPARTMENT

TOTAL:
TOTAL:

154 HUMAN RESOURCES DEPT

TOTAL:

151 TOWN COUNSEL

TOTAL:
TOTAL:

129 EXECUTIVE OFFICE

TOTAL:
TOTAL:

541 COUNCIL ON AGING

TOTAL:
TOTAL:

TOTALS:

TOTALS:

TOTALS:

TOTALS:

TOTALS:

TOTALS:

TOTALS:

TOTALS:

TOTALS:

10-Committees & Commissions

Salaries
Expenses

171 CONSERVATION COMMISSION

TOTAL:
TOTAL:

692 BEAUTIFICATION COMMITTEE

TOTAL:
TOTAL:

691 HISTORICAL COMMISSION

TOTAL:

TOWN OF CANTON
BUDGET REPORT FOR FY 2013
Dept. / Finance Committee Request

239,482
69,888

67,625

4,320

4,320

224,250

1,348

1,348

78,949

1,853

84,317

77,096

5,743

232,585

273,728
78,573

232,585

273,728

421,489

105,276

105,981
403,763

316,213

297,783

208,912

24,895

18,862
202,915

184,017

184,053

70,277

48,869

66,483

21,408

48,193

26,049

18,291

14,075

1,378

880

1,030

498

0

3,669

1,030

2,944

480
3,189

2,565

40

1,770

0
51

ORIGINAL
BUDGET
FY 12

2,904

FY 11
ACTUAL

70,919

48,869

22,050

26,049

1,378

880

498

3,669

3,189

480

2,565

1,770

69,888

235,450

4,320

4,320

74,853

1,853

73,000

232,585

232,585

424,916

105,276

319,640

207,936

24,895

183,041

FY 2013
BASE
BUDGET

73,888

235,450

4,320

4,320

74,853

1,853

73,000

239,585

239,585

427,916

108,276

319,640

210,436

27,395

183,041

71,139

49,089

22,050

26,049

1,378

880

498

3,669

3,189

480

2,565

1,770

FY 2013
DEPT.
REQUEST

73,888

235,450

4,320

4,320

74,853

1,853

73,000

239,585

239,585

427,916

108,276

319,640

210,436

27,395

183,041

71,139

49,089

22,050

26,049

1,378

880

498

3,669

3,189

480

2,565

1,770

FY 2013
EXECUTIVE
REQUEST

73,888

235,450

4,320

4,320

74,853

1,853

73,000

239,585

239,585

427,916

108,276

319,640

210,436

27,395

183,041

71,139

49,089

22,050

26,049

1,378

880

498

3,669

3,189

480

2,565

1,770

FY 2013
FIN. COMM.
REQUEST

4,000

(4,032)

0

0

(4,096)

0

(4,096)

7,000

7,000

6,427

3,000

3,427

1,524

2,500

(976)

862

220

642

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

5.7

(1.7)

0.0

0.0

(5.2)

0.0

(5.3)

3.0

3.0

1.5

2.8

1.1

0.7

10.0

(0.5)

1.2

0.5

3.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

INC (DEC) FROM FY 12
FIN. COMM. - ORIG
$$$$
%%
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Expenses

Expenses

Expenses

TOTALS:

TOTALS:

TOTALS:

Expenses

Expenses
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Expenses

TOTAL

Salaries
Expenses

Salaries
Expenses

TOTAL:
TOTAL:

Salaries
Expenses

145 TREASURER/TAX COLLECTOR

TOTAL:
TOTAL:

135 ACCOUNTANT

TOTAL:
TOTAL:

TOTALS:

TOTALS:

TOTALS:

TOTALS:

TOTALS:

TOTALS:

TOTALS:

01-Executive Branch

Salaries
Expenses

133 DIRECTOR OF FINANCE

TOTAL:
TOTAL:

910 EMPLOYEE CONTRACT BENEFIT

TOTAL:

632 PEQUITSIDE FARM

TOTAL:

244 SEALER OF WEIGHTS & MEAS

TOTAL:

199 ARMANDO RECREATION FACILITY

TOTAL:

195 TOWN REPORTS

TOTAL:

194 PUBLIC SAFETY FACILITY

TOTAL:

193 POLICE STATION MAINT.

TOTALS:

TOWN OF CANTON
BUDGET REPORT FOR FY 2013
Dept. / Finance Committee Request

195,214

51,871

61,938
203,114

143,343

141,176

173,271

10,554

25,810
173,926

162,717

148,116

157,037

5,973

155,954

151,064

4,846

1,283,389

151,108

1,291,198

173,147

26,400

154,332

146,747

15,155

22,022

139,177

40,495

22,022

7,500

40,495

7,500

6,750

8,853

8,853

7,500

7,500

7,187

7,187

10,467

10,467

309,370

ORIGINAL
BUDGET
FY 12

6,750

8,527

8,527

3,384

3,384

7,246

7,246

15,434

15,434

291,874

FY 11
ACTUAL

194,677

51,871

142,806

169,076

10,554

158,522

156,461

5,973

150,488

1,278,688

173,147

26,400

146,747

22,022

22,022

7,500

7,500

8,853

8,853

7,500

7,500

7,187

7,187

10,467

10,467

305,338

FY 2013
BASE
BUDGET

194,677

51,871

142,806

169,076

10,554

158,522

156,461

5,973

150,488

1,292,688

173,147

26,400

146,747

22,022

22,022

7,500

7,500

8,853

8,853

7,500

7,500

7,187

7,187

10,467

10,467

309,338

FY 2013
DEPT.
REQUEST

194,677

51,871

142,806

169,076

10,554

158,522

156,461

5,973

150,488

1,292,688

173,147

26,400

146,747

22,022

22,022

7,500

7,500

8,853

8,853

7,500

7,500

7,187

7,187

10,467

10,467

309,338

FY 2013
EXECUTIVE
REQUEST

194,677

51,871

142,806

169,076

10,554

158,522

156,461

5,973

150,488

1,292,688

173,147

26,400

146,747

22,022

22,022

7,500

7,500

8,853

8,853

7,500

7,500

7,187

7,187

10,467

10,467

309,338

FY 2013
FIN. COMM.
REQUEST

(537)

0

(537)

(4,195)

0

(4,195)

(576)

0

(576)

9,299

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

(32)

(0.3)

0.0

(0.4)

(2.4)

0.0

(2.6)

(0.4)

0.0

(0.4)

0.7

0.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

INC (DEC) FROM FY 12
FIN. COMM. - ORIG
$$$$
%%
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TOTAL

02-Finance Dept

Salaries
Expenses

Salaries
Expenses

Salaries
Expenses

Salaries
Expenses
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Expenses

TOTAL

06-Fire Dept

Salaries
Expenses

Salaries
Expenses

Salaries
Expenses

TOTAL:
TOTAL:

Salaries
Expenses

210 POLICE DEPARTMENT

TOTAL:
TOTAL:

175 PLANNING BOARD

TOTAL:
TOTAL:

510 HEALTH DEPARTMENT

TOTAL:
TOTAL:

291 EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

TOTAL:

232 UNMANNED AMBULANCE

TOTAL:
TOTAL:

231 AMBULANCE SERVICE

TOTAL:
TOTAL:

221 FIRE ALARMS, BOXES, ETC

TOTAL:
TOTAL:

220 FIRE DEPARTMENT

TOTAL:
TOTAL:

155 INFORMATION SYSTEMS

TOTALS:

TOTALS:

TOTALS:

TOTALS:

TOTALS:

TOTALS:

TOTALS:

TOTALS:

TOWN OF CANTON
BUDGET REPORT FOR FY 2013
Dept. / Finance Committee Request

3,556,666
303,068

3,616,432
282,503

56,113

7,198

5,031
54,120

48,915

49,090

321,972

50,480

308,465

271,492

37,636

4,470,402

270,830

4,479,207

9,835

7,335

3,330

2,500

831

1,428

1,000
2,500

1,428

1,000

338,289

113,431

143,676
357,396

224,858

213,720

22,075

7,125

3,316
12,314

14,950

8,998

4,098,775

298,806

4,105,166

3,799,969

308,425

853,736

3,796,741

864,564

328,214

159,186

331,571

169,028

168,990

ORIGINAL
BUDGET
FY 12

162,581

FY 11
ACTUAL

303,068

3,554,725

55,934

7,198

48,736

321,933

50,480

271,453

4,506,632

9,835

7,335

2,500

1,428

1,428

338,289

113,431

224,858

22,075

7,125

14,950

4,135,005

298,806

3,836,199

848,427

328,213

159,186

169,027

FY 2013
BASE
BUDGET

313,068

3,786,278

55,934

7,333

48,601

320,293

50,480

269,813

4,531,684

9,835

7,335

2,500

1,428

1,428

342,181

117,323

224,858

22,075

7,125

14,950

4,156,165

320,066

3,836,099

848,427

328,213

159,186

169,027

FY 2013
DEPT.
REQUEST

313,068

3,593,485

55,934

7,333

48,601

320,293

50,480

269,813

4,526,632

9,835

7,335

2,500

1,428

1,428

342,181

117,323

224,858

22,075

7,125

14,950

4,151,113

315,014

3,836,099

848,427

328,213

159,186

169,027

FY 2013
EXECUTIVE
REQUEST

313,068

3,593,485

55,934

7,333

48,601

320,293

50,480

269,813

4,526,632

9,835

7,335

2,500

1,428

1,428

342,181

117,323

224,858

22,075

7,125

14,950

4,151,113

315,014

3,836,099

848,427

328,213

159,186

169,027

FY 2013
FIN. COMM.
REQUEST

10,000

36,819

(179)

135

(314)

(1,679)

0

(1,679)

56,230

0

0

0

0

0

3,892

3,892

0

0

0

0

52,338

16,208

36,130

(5,309)

(1)

0

(1)

3.3

1.0

(0.3)

1.9

(0.6)

(0.5)

0.0

(0.6)

1.3

0.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

1.2

3.4

0.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

1.3

5.4

1.0

(0.6)

0.0

0.0

0.0

INC (DEC) FROM FY 12
FIN. COMM. - ORIG
$$$$
%%
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Salaries
Expenses

Salaries
Expenses
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Salaries
Expenses

Salaries
Expenses

Salaries
Expenses

Salaries
Expenses

Expenses

TOTAL:
TOTAL:

Salaries
Expenses

427 HIGHWAY EQUIPMENT MAINT

TOTAL:

426 GAS & OIL FUND

TOTAL:
TOTAL:

425 STREET SIGNS & TRAFFIC

TOTAL:
TOTAL:

421 SIDEWALKS

TOTAL:
TOTAL:

420 HIGHWAY MAINTENANCE

TOTAL:
TOTAL:

410 ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT

TOTAL:
TOTAL:

400 PUBLIC WORKS ADMINISTRATI

TOTAL:
TOTAL:

TOTALS:

TOTALS:

TOTALS:

TOTALS:

TOTALS:

TOTALS:

TOTALS:

TOTALS:

09-Police & Animal Ctrl

Salaries
Expenses

TOTAL

610 LIBRARY

TOTAL:
TOTAL:

292 ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICER

TOTALS:

TOWN OF CANTON
BUDGET REPORT FOR FY 2013
Dept. / Finance Committee Request

256,312
50,915

88,409

71,890

71,890

44,200

183,073

105,893

105,893

66,943

0
44,200

0
1,562

20,050

0

65,381

50
20,000

0

702,524

81,812

122,652
744,100

620,712

621,449

174,014

8,092

12,424
177,206

165,922

164,782

282,515

12,412

8,936
266,310

270,103

257,374

1,003,344

228,212

978,270

775,132

210,659

3,973,464

767,611

3,988,427

113,730

9,400

89,492

104,330

8,591

3,859,734

ORIGINAL
BUDGET
FY 12

80,901

3,898,935

FY 11
ACTUAL

50,915

188,343

71,890

71,890

44,200

44,200

0

20,050

20,000

50

728,391

81,812

646,579

173,383

8,092

165,291

282,560

12,412

270,148

1,004,228

228,212

776,016

3,973,229

115,436

9,400

106,036

3,857,793

FY 2013
BASE
BUDGET

50,915

188,343

96,190

96,190

44,200

44,200

0

20,050

20,000

50

744,641

98,062

646,579

175,883

10,592

165,291

282,560

12,412

270,148

1,010,247

233,785

776,462

4,218,022

118,676

9,400

109,276

4,099,346

FY 2013
DEPT.
REQUEST

50,915

188,343

96,190

96,190

44,200

44,200

0

20,050

20,000

50

739,591

93,012

646,579

175,883

10,592

165,291

282,560

12,412

270,148

1,010,228

233,766

776,462

4,025,229

118,676

9,400

109,276

3,906,553

FY 2013
EXECUTIVE
REQUEST

50,915

188,343

96,190

96,190

44,200

44,200

0

0

0

0

759,641

113,062

646,579

175,883

10,592

165,291

282,560

12,412

270,148

1,011,030

234,568

776,462

4,025,229

118,676

9,400

109,276

3,906,553

FY 2013
FIN. COMM.
REQUEST

0

(67,969)

24,300

24,300

0

0

0

(20,050)

(20,000)

(50)

57,117

31,250

25,867

1,869

2,500

(631)

45

0

45

7,686

6,356

1,330

51,765

4,946

0

4,946

46,819

0.0

(26.5)

33.8

33.8

0.0

0.0

0.0

(100.0)

(100.0)

(100.0)

8.1

38.2

4.2

1.1

30.9

(0.4)

0.0

0.0

0.0

0.8

2.8

0.2

1.3

4.3

0.0

4.7

1.2

INC (DEC) FROM FY 12
FIN. COMM. - ORIG
$$$$
%%
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Salaries
Expenses

Salaries
Expenses

TOTAL
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Expenses

TOTAL

Salaries
Expenses

TOTAL

TOTALS:

11-Town Clerk & Elected

Salaries
Expenses

TOTALS:

TOTAL:
TOTAL:

Salaries
Expenses

543 VETERANS SERVICES DEPARTMENT

TOTAL:
TOTAL:

163 ELECTIONS & REGISTRAR'S

TOTAL:
TOTAL:

TOTALS:

TOTALS:

TOTALS:

TOTALS:

TOTALS:

08-Recreation & Playgr

Salaries
Expenses

161 TOWN CLERK

TOTAL:
TOTAL:

630 RECREATION & PLAYGROUND

TOTAL:

07-Public Works

Salaries
Expenses

542 YOUTH SERVICES

TOTAL:
TOTAL:

493 TREE WARDEN & SHADE TREES

TOTAL:
TOTAL:

492 TREE DEPARTMENT

TOTAL:
TOTAL:

491 CEMETERY MAINT

TOTALS:

TOWN OF CANTON
BUDGET REPORT FOR FY 2013
Dept. / Finance Committee Request

54,868
94,522

48,078

199,453

139,585

200,587

32,868

14,427

13,087
36,876

18,441

23,789

166,585

9,343

163,711

157,242

7,950

387,343

155,762

391,219

383,676

84,072

388,264

299,604

81,991

3,667

3,667

1,973,648

306,273

2,955

2,955

1,991,310

89,136

3,800

1,942
81,163

85,336

79,221

123,210

4,133

6,609
134,809

119,077

128,201

158,882

18,512

143,403

140,370

17,825

307,227

ORIGINAL
BUDGET
FY 12

125,578

271,481

FY 11
ACTUAL

94,522

54,653

198,990

32,868

14,427

18,441

166,122

9,343

156,779

386,311

382,644

84,072

298,572

3,667

3,667

1,929,716

88,846

3,800

85,046

122,763

4,133

118,630

158,375

18,512

139,863

239,258

FY 2013
BASE
BUDGET

147,820

54,653

200,743

34,168

14,027

20,141

166,575

8,043

158,532

426,459

422,792

86,572

336,220

3,667

3,667

1,972,766

0

0

0

207,334

7,933

199,401

162,650

18,512

144,138

239,258

FY 2013
DEPT.
REQUEST

134,522

54,653

200,743

34,168

14,027

20,141

166,575

8,043

158,532

426,459

422,792

86,572

336,220

3,667

3,667

1,967,716

0

0

0

207,334

7,933

199,401

162,650

18,512

144,138

239,258

FY 2013
EXECUTIVE
REQUEST

149,522

54,653

202,443

34,168

14,027

20,141

168,275

8,043

160,232

426,459

422,792

86,572

336,220

3,667

3,667

1,967,716

0

0

0

207,334

7,933

199,401

162,650

18,512

144,138

239,258

FY 2013
FIN. COMM.
REQUEST

55,000

(215)

2,990

1,300

(400)

1,700

1,690

(1,300)

2,990

39,116

39,116

2,500

36,616

0

0

(5,932)

(89,136)

(3,800)

(85,336)

84,124

3,800

80,324

3,768

0

3,768

(67,969)

58.2

(0.4)

1.5

4.0

(2.8)

9.2

1.0

(13.9)

1.9

10.1

10.2

3.0

12.2

0.0

0.0

(0.3)

(100.0)

(100.0)

(100.0)

68.3

91.9

67.5

2.4

0.0

2.7

(22.1)

INC (DEC) FROM FY 12
FIN. COMM. - ORIG
$$$$
%%
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Expenses

Expenses

TOTALS:

TOTALS:

01-MUNICIPAL

Expenses

TOTALS:

TOTAL

12-Debt Service

Expenses
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Salaries
Expenses

Salaries

TOTALS:

TOTALS:

TOTALS:

Expenses

Expenses

Salaries

TOTAL:
TOTAL:

Salaries
Expenses

423 SNOW & ICE REMOVAL

TOTAL:

911 RETIREMENT BENEFITS

TOTAL:

132 RESERVE FUND

TOTAL:

TOTALS:

TOTALS:

TOTALS:

TOTALS:

841 NORFOLK COUNTY AGRICULTURAL HS

TOTAL:

915 EMPLOYER SHARE-LIFE INS

TOTAL:
TOTAL:

914 EMPLOYER SHARE-HEALTH INS

TOTAL:

752 SHORT-TERM INTEREST PAYMENTS

TOTAL:

751 LONG-TERM INTEREST PAYMENTS

TOTAL:

710 PRINCIPAL PAYMENTS

TOTAL:

840 BLUE HILLS REGIONAL

TOTAL

TOTALS:

TOWN OF CANTON
BUDGET REPORT FOR FY 2013
Dept. / Finance Committee Request

86,000

720,897

216,343

81,500
134,843

514,697

3,001,315

3,001,315

400,000

400,000

0

0

60,000

60,000

206,199

2,976,695

2,976,695

0

0

0

0

58,666

58,666

10,503,915

5,000

9,814,770

10,498,915

0

6,008,252

9,814,770

6,023,028

25,066

86,000

1,681,032

25,066

1,681,032

1,813,909

4,241,220

4,241,220

1,337,865

1,813,909

4,184,053

4,184,053

1,460,438

1,337,865

15,535,215

15,564,318
1,460,438

149,390

ORIGINAL
BUDGET
FY 12

187,663

FY 11
ACTUAL

216,343

134,843

81,500

3,001,315

3,001,315

400,000

400,000

10,000

10,000

60,000

60,000

10,503,915

5,000

10,498,915

6,008,252

86,000

86,000

1,681,032

1,681,032

4,241,220

4,241,220

1,337,865

1,337,865

15,514,862

149,175

FY 2013
BASE
BUDGET

236,343

154,843

81,500

3,145,759

3,145,759

400,000

400,000

10,000

10,000

60,000

60,000

11,057,018

5,000

11,052,018

6,119,892

127,000

127,000

1,510,622

1,510,622

4,482,270

4,482,270

1,173,074

1,173,074

15,944,055

202,473

FY 2013
DEPT.
REQUEST

236,343

154,843

81,500

3,145,759

3,145,759

400,000

400,000

10,000

10,000

60,000

60,000

11,057,018

5,000

11,052,018

6,119,892

127,000

127,000

1,510,622

1,510,622

4,482,270

4,482,270

1,211,466

1,211,466

15,727,843

189,175

FY 2013
EXECUTIVE
REQUEST

264,735

183,235

81,500

3,145,759

3,145,759

500,000

500,000

10,000

10,000

60,000

60,000

10,507,018

5,000

10,502,018

6,119,892

127,000

127,000

1,510,622

1,510,622

4,482,270

4,482,270

1,173,074

1,173,074

15,745,345

204,175

FY 2013
FIN. COMM.
REQUEST

48,392

48,392

0

144,444

144,444

100,000

100,000

10,000

10,000

0

0

3,103

0

3,103

111,640

41,000

41,000

(170,410)

(170,410)

241,050

241,050

(164,791)

(164,791)

210,130

54,785

22.4

35.9

0.0

4.8

4.8

25.0

25.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

1.9

47.7

47.7

(10.1)

(10.1)

5.7

5.7

(12.3)

(12.3)

1.4

36.7

INC (DEC) FROM FY 12
FIN. COMM. - ORIG
$$$$
%%
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Expenses

Expenses

Expenses

TOTALS:

02-FIXED COSTS

GRAND TOTALS :

TOTAL

Salaries

TOTALS:

TOTALS:

TOTALS:
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24,079,632

23,380,696

428,009

Salaries

Expenses

TOTAL:

TOTAL:

Expenses

TOTAL:

450 WATER ENTERPRISE

766,447

Salaries

TOTAL:

5,826,182

5,059,735

5,103,424

440 SEWER ENTERPRISE

4,675,416

446,564

6,430,759

5,660,345

770,414

5,299,532

4,840,078

459,454

448,479

Expenses

TOTAL:

630 RINK ENTERPRISE

197,446
251,033

209,917
236,647

REVISED
BUDGET
FY 12

Salaries

FY 11
ACTUAL

70,055,825

100,000

69,179,235

100,000

100,000

1,448,992

1,448,992

787,950

787,950

215,000

215,000

ORIGINAL
BUDGET
FY 12

100,000

1,360,331

1,360,331

736,579

736,579

129,292

129,292

FY 11
ACTUAL

TOTAL:

ENTERPRISE FUNDS

TOTAL:

913 UNEMPLOYMENT COMPENSATION

TOTAL:

433 TRASH COLLECTION

TOTAL:

946 TOWN INSURANCE

TOTAL:

422 STREET LIGHTING

TOWN OF CANTON
BUDGET REPORT FOR FY 2013
Dept. / Finance Committee Request

6,443,988

5,687,901

756,087

5,302,079

4,854,548

447,531

450,815

252,253

198,562

FY 2013
BASE
BUDGET

70,045,472

24,089,632

100,000

100,000

1,448,992

1,448,992

787,950

787,950

215,000

215,000

FY 2013
BASE
BUDGET

6,396,385

5,640,298

756,087

5,488,176

5,040,645

447,531

410,967

250,053

160,914

FY 2013
DEPT.
REQUEST

6,396,385

5,640,298

756,087

5,488,176

5,040,645

447,531

410,967

250,053

160,914

6,446,385

5,690,298

756,087

5,488,176

5,040,645

447,531

410,967

250,053

160,914

1,967,445

277,788

0

0

0

0

40,000

40,000

(15,000)

(15,000)

15,626

29,953

(14,327)

188,644

200,567

(11,923)

(37,512)

(980)

(36,532)

0.2

0.5

(1.9)

3.6

4.1

(2.6)

(8.4)

(0.4)

(18.5)

2.8

1.2

0.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

5.1

5.1

(7.0)

(7.0)

INC (DEC) FROM FY 12
FIN. COMM. - ORIG
$$$$
%%

INC (DEC) FROM FY 12
FIN. COM - REVISED
$$$$
%%

72,023,270

24,357,420

100,000

100,000

1,448,992

1,448,992

827,950

827,950

200,000

200,000

FY 2013
FIN. COMM.
REQUEST

FY 2013
FIN. COMM.
REQUEST

71,574,547

24,817,420

100,000

100,000

1,448,992

1,448,992

827,950

827,950

200,000

200,000

FY 2013
EXECUTIVE
REQUEST

FY 2013
EXECUTIVE
REQUEST

72,977,517

24,779,028

100,000

100,000

1,448,992

1,448,992

827,950

827,950

200,000

200,000

FY 2013
DEPT.
REQUEST

ANNUAL TOWN MEETING APRIL 30, 2012
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FIVE YEAR MUNICIPAL CAPITAL PLAN FOR FISCAL YEARS 2013-2017
DEPT

DESCRIPTION

CASH

Police
Police
Police

Vehicle Replacements
Technology Upgrades
Equipment Replacements

676,000
70,000
85,000

Fire
Fire
Fire

Vehicle Replacements
Truck Replacements
Equipment Replacements

141,000

DPW
DPW
DPW
DPW
DPW
DPW

Vehicle Replacements
Technology Upgrades
Equipment Replacements
Dam Inspections
Truck Replacements
Shepard's Pond Dam Repairs

167,000
70,000
247,000
32,000

Finance
Finance
Finance
Finance

Computer Hardware/Software
Server Replacements
Virtualzation Upgrades
Network Equipment

167,000
79,000
45,000
32,000

Building

Vehicle Replacement

Conservation

New Parking Area - Pequitside

Recreation
Recreation
Recreation
Recreation
Recreation
Recreation

Vehicle Replacements
Equipment Replacements
Swimming Pool Renovations
Sod Replacement
Memorial Field House Rehab
Crawford Field Lights

94,000
21,000
40,000
10,000
10,000
45,000

Council on Aging
Council on Aging

Vehicle Replacement
Senior Center

55,000

Library
Library
Library
Library
Library
Library

Main Level Meeting/Study Rooms
Technology Upgrades
Furnishings & Equipment
Emergency Power Interface/Back-up Generator
Extraordinary Maintenance
Building Systems Replacement

Health

Purchase SUV

92,000

LEVY

PROP 2 1/2

DEBT

DEBT

80,000

310,000
210,000

1,219,000
2,070,000

29,000
75,000

4,000,000
36,000
15,000
25,000
110,000
50,000
50,000
14,000

Total Municipal

2,507,000

1,894,000

6,070,000

Available Capital

2,507,000

1,880,000

0

Requests over (under) available
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0

14,000

6,070,000

ANNUAL TOWN MEETING APRIL 30, 2012

FIVE-YEAR SCHOOL COMMITTEE CAPITAL PLAN FOR FISCAL YEARS 2013-2017

CASH

EXPENDITURE CATEGORY
SYSTEM - HVAC REPLACEMENTS (Multi year Master Plan)
SYSTEM - PLUMBING IMPROVEMENTS (including ADA requirements)
SYSTEM - TECHNOLOGY
SYSTEM - EXTRAORDINARY MAINTENANCE
SYSTEM - SCHOOL BUS REPLACEMENTS
SYSTEM - VEHICLE REPLACEMENTS
SYSTEM - GROUNDS IMPROVEMENTS
HIGH SCHOOL - GROUNDS IMPROVEMENTS (Tennis Courts)
SYSTEM - PROGRAM IMPROVEMENT
SYSTEM - FURNITURE/FIXTURE REPLACEMENT
SYSTEM - BUILDING IMPROVEMENTS
HANSEN/GMS WINDOW REPLACEMENTS
HANSEN ROOF REPLACEMENT/(per Roof Condition Survey)

LEVY
DEBT
560,000

1,330,000
44,000
72,000
110,000
239,000
160,000
40,000
52,000
510,000

159,000
453,000
135,000

Total School Committee

2,397,000

1,467,000

Available Capital

2,508,000

1,620,000

Requets over (under) available

(111,000)

(153,000)

FIVE YEAR SELF-SUPPORTING CAPITAL PLAN FOR FISCAL YEARS 2013-2017

DEPT

DESCRIPTION

Ambulance

Total Ambulance Replacements

Water
Water
Water
Water
Water

Water System Master Plan Improvements
Vehicle Replacements
Equipment Replacements
Asset Management System
Meter Replacements
Total Water Enterprise

Sewer
Sewer
Sewer

DEBT
457,000

8,027,000
204,000
165,000
125,000
1,756,000
204,000

Inflow & Infiltration Projects
Water Resource Management Plan
Asset Management System
Total Sewer Enterprise

Rink
Rink
Rink
Rink

CASH

3,905,000
200,000
125,000
0

Rehab Bleachers
Dehumidifier Replacement
Upgrade Back-up Zamboni
Unit 2 Compressor Replacement/Rehab

20,000
35,000

Total Rink Enterprise

55,000
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10,073,000

4,230,000

85,000
95,000
180,000
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