
A CANTON HOUSING TRUST CAN 

PROTECT & PRESERVE CANTON 

HOUSING



Residents cite overdevelopment as big issue

1. Traffic & demands on public services 

2. Less open space

3. Over time, changed character of the Town 



Development aggravated some housing 

challenges

Housing prices continue to climb Cantonõs rents are highest in area

Median gross rent $1660

2019 American Community Survey census dataFebruary 2021 ðMassachusetts Association of Realtors 



Cantonõs housing stock is largely uniform 

Mostly conventionally sized/ luxury 
designed single family homes

Many fewer townhouse, duplex, 2 families, 
open design, ground floor bedroom

Canton Reserve, 40-lot permitted 

subdivision, Toll Brothers

Copperworks Townhomes, permitted 

development, Thorndike Development



Cantonõs housing stock is largely uniform 

Housing Size Types of Housing

Nearly 2/3 of the homes in Canton are 3 

bedrooms or more

Nearly 2/3 of the homes in canton are 

single family, detached

2016ðAmerican Community Survey 5-Year Estimates 2015-2019ðAmerican Community Survey 5-Year Estimates



Demographic changes require more choices 

Conventional single family homes may not meet needs of: 

Older adults

Young families

Single professionals
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By 2030, 45% of  residents will be over 50



òAffordable Housingó is one of many solutions

òAffordable Housingó is misunderstood 

publicly or privately owned

rent/purchase price legally capped and only for    

eligible households

eligible households can be òmiddle incomeó  



Canton has a housing òdisconnectó 

30% of households (å 2,700)  income qualified for 
òAffordable Housingó 

BUT only å 500 homes with affordability restrictions

AND restrictions on å 300 homes due to expire 

SO critical to preserve the affordable homes we have 



Moderately priced housing particularly valuable  

To:

1. Life long Canton residents who want to sell & 

remain in Canton

2. Young families new to Canton

3. Town employees who wish to live in Town

4. Cantonõs òchildrenó returning home 



òAffordableó housing preserves local control t

1. Provided 10% of townõs 
homes are òaffordable,ó all new 
development must comply with 
local zoning

2. If under 10%, key zoning 
protections lost: e.g., density, 
building zones, setbacks (M.G.L. 
Sec 40B)

3. Canton has a history of 
successful pro-active 
management that protects local 
control 

Milton Town Hall is seen on Nov. 18, 2020. Greg Derr/ The 

Patriot Ledger



Local control manages scale, density, and location


